
Rampant U.S. surveillance 
slouches toward totalitarianism 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


Let RNs give care 

by Htun Lin 

On Jan. 6, RNs from the California Nurses Asso- 
ciation (CNA) picketed a new state-of-the-art facility 
at Kaiser Oakland to protest increasing restrictions on 
access to care while decreasing frontline care staff. The 
opening was timed to coincide with the implementation 
of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 

Management issued a statement: “The nurses’ 
union has indicated that their picketing involves claims 
about patient safety and access to care... despite their 
claim, it is not about quality and safety. It is about the 
need to adjust staffing related to the overall number of 
patients in our hospitals. Our hospital census has been 
declining for some time.” 

The statement goes on to say: “At the same time, 
we are experiencing a shift in care delivery to other ap- 
propriate settings, such as medical offices, by phone, 
and even online...” 

Emergency Room (ER) nurses are seeing the 
opposite: longer and longer patient wait times, as 
the ER is increasingly congested everyday. Many 
of those on the picket line were ER nurses, who 
face this concrete reality, not the dishonesty be- 
hind the claim of “decreased hospital census.” 

We workers know that the real cause for a “lower 
hospital census” is restrictions in access imposed by 
management. The hospital census has been artificially 
kept low because of ongoing deliberate cuts in staffing. 

continued on p. 3 
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three years later 

Three years ago, the Egyptian Revolution was fight- 
ing for its life in Tahrir Square. For 18 days and nights, 
the women and men of the Square faced off against 
President Hosni Mubarak’s security forces and thugs. 
In the end Mubarak was forced to follow Tunisia’s Pres- 
ident-for-life, Ben Ali, into retirement and shame. The 
light of freedom spread — Square to Square, occupation 
to occupation. It was a historic turning point. 

Millions of Egyptians took to the streets again last 
year to protest President Morsi and the Muslim Broth- 
erhood, a conservative religious group that had refused 
to participate in the initial stages of the revolution. 
This was part of a worldwide struggle against reaction- 
ary fundamentalist religion that extends to Turkey, 
Tunisia, Iran, Syria, Sudan, the U.S. and beyond. 

It was this global struggle that the military coup 
that ousted Morsi, and led to the massacre of over 800 
of his supporters, was meant to stop short. Now, revolu- 
tion continues, and the freedom idea lives, but the old 
world has tried hard to destroy it. Egypt’s newest new 
Constitution, passed Jan. 15 under the military rule of 
General Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, evokes only faint echoes of 
Tahrir. As artist Hanaa Safwat said, “The referendum 
is stained in innocent people’s blood. It has been built 
on the dead bodies of 800 people in Rabaa al-Adawiya.” 
WOMEN AND LABOR IN STRUGGLE 

Tahrir Square saw women fighting on the front 
lines for their own freedom, challenging oppressive so- 
cial relations in practice; under the new Constitution 
this becomes an abstract guarantee of equal rights. It 
will only mediate existing social relations rather than 
create new ones. 

Where the essence of Tahrir was informed by the 
recent history of labor unrest, including mass strikes 
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by Franklin Dmitryev 

So overwhelming has been the past year’s flow 
of revelations about the U.S. government’s spying on 
virtually everyone that even President Obama’s hand- 
picked review panel had to acknowledge it. The Dec. 18 
report by the Review Group on Intelligence and Com- 
munications Technolo- 
gies tacitly responded 
to widespread outrage 
with 46 recommenda- 
tions, including that the 
National Security Agen- 
cy (NS A) should halt 
its blanket collection of 
U.S. phone call records. 

Though noting the 
potential for abuse of 
the state’s mountains of 
covertly gathered data, 
nowhere does the report 
by Obama insiders grap- 
ple with the question of 
just what sort of totali- 
tarian instrument the 
militarized top secret 
government has become. 

Indeed, while the 
review group repeats 
with a straight face the administration’s pretense that 
it is all about protecting Americans from terrorism, 
that is clearly not the preoccupation of a massive appa- 
ratus whose targets include international aid organiza- 
tions, UN climate change negotiators, senior European 
Union officials and foreign energy companies — not to 
mention German Chancellor Angela Merkel, who com- 
pared the NS A to East Germany’s infamous secret po- 
lice, the Stasi; and Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff 
and her aides, leading to her sharp denunciation at 
the UN of this “breach of international law.” Citizens 
of France and Spain learned that over 60 million calls 
were monitored in each country in one month. 

The scope of surveillance by the NSA, just one of at 
least 16 U.S. intelligence agencies, is staggering. Secret 
documents released by then NSA contractor Edward 
Snowden show that the NSA collects — in the millions 
or even billions — cell phone locations, text messages, 
credit card transactions, computer keystrokes, emails, 
contact lists (address books), and telephony metadata 
(including numbers calling and called). The NSA’s Spe- 
cial Source Operations group alone has been reported 
to store the equivalent of the Library of Congress every 
14.4 seconds. 

The administration has little to say about reported 
NSA abuses such as: 

• Whistleblower Russ Tice stated that orders were 
given in 2004 to tap the phones of Barack Obama, 
Senators Hillary Clinton, John McCain and Dianne 
Feinstein, Secretary of State Colin Powell, Gen. David 


Chicago — About 150 people braved freezing rain to 
hear Syrian revolutionary activists Kazan Ghazzawi 
and Raed Fares speak here. The evening was made 
more poignant by the knowledge that earlier in the day 
62 members of the Free Syrian Army had been killed 
attempting to lift the siege of Homs. We began with a 
moment of silence to honor them and all martyrs of the 
Revolution. 

Razan is a well-known blogger from Damascus. 
Raed is an organizer in Kafranbel, responsible for the 
weekly signs that have become famous around the world. 
Here they speak for themselves: 

Razan : I wanted to talk briefly about my work. I 
actually started writing my blog before the Revolution 
began. It’s easy to find someone like me, who blogs in 
English. Western media can deal with that. But there 
are many others who are not known. When I was first 
detained, it was with 15 other amazing women who got 
no notice. 

If there was no revolution in Syria, I almost feel 
like there would be no reason for me to exist. You don’t 


Petraeus, and a current Supreme Court Justice. 

• Judge Reggie Walton concluded that some safe- 
guards had been “frequently and systematically violat- 
ed.” Other judges noted “systemic” misrepresentations 
to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court (FISC) 
by the NSA. 

• Analysts spied on former, current, or prospective 
lovers. 

• Analysts listened 
in on personal phone 
calls of U.S. soldiers 
overseas. 

• NSA analyst Adri- 
enne Kinne admitted 
listening to hundreds 
of private conversations 
between U.S. citizens, 
some from the Red Cross 
and Doctors without 
Borders. 

In some cases the 
NSA pretends that only 
non-citizens outside 
the U.S. are monitored, 
but the documents also 
reveal that the agency 
routinely evades such re- 
strictions. According to 
Snowden, “we are collecting more in the U.S. on Ameri- 
cans than we are on Russians in Russia.” 

It has been the practice of every capitalist state’s 
repressive apparatus to point the finger abroad to at- 
tack the class struggle and other freedom movements 
at home. “Terrorism” is today’s equivalent of Joe Mc- 
Carthy and J. Edgar Hoover’s “Communist menace,” 
which justified disrupting the civil rights movement 
and the anti-Vietnam War movement, and murdering 
people like Black Panthers Fred Hampton and Mark 
Clark. 

OBAMAS EMPTY TALK 

Along with ordering the closure of the Guanta- 
namo Bay prison and secret CIA prisons and ordering 
an end to the use of torture in interrogations, Obama 
began his presidency by calling for much greater trans- 
parency. In reality, his administration did nothing to 
curtail or even talk about the surveillance monster that 
he took over from George W. Bush. 

The tepid reforms proposed by the review panel, 
completely tied to the interests of the national secu- 
rity state, were further diluted by Obama in his Jan. 
17 speech that grandiosely compared today’s surveil- 
lance to Paul Revere, equating counter-revolution to 
revolution. He did not even commit to the most tout- 
ed measure: to stop the NSA’s collection of telephony 
metadata. The report did admit “that the information 
contributed to terrorist investigations by the use of sec- 
tion 215 telephony metadata was not essential to pre- 
venting attacks and could readily have been obtained” 

continued on p. 10 


get tired of it. Revolution is what brought us together, 
as Syrians, for the first time. 

In liberated areas, people are out of jobs. They have 
a lot of spare time but very few resources. We have doc- 
tors, lawyers, engineers, but they haven’t been able to 
practice. There was a culture of bribery under Assad. 
Even the jobs that existed weren’t taken seriously. 

Schools need books. Arabic, basic English, story- 
books. A lot of people in liberated areas aren’t think- 
ing long term now. You here in the U.S. have time to 
think and plan. We can communicate the situation on 
the ground. 

In Syria there isn’t time to do that. Not even to 
mourn for lost friends. Things are very different when 
you’re outside. 

Raed : We wrote on one of our banners: “It’s a Revo- 
lution that’s going on in Syria. Please understand us.” 
Kafranbel is a small city of 30,000 people that was un- 
known before the Revolution. 

We suffered 50 years of oppression under the 
Assads. People here, and in all of Syria, felt like we 

continued on p. 8 
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One of the thousands of demonstrations around the U.S. and the world in support 
of Chelsea (formerly Bradley) Manning. This one with 2,000 was held June 1, 
2013, in Fort Meade, Maryland, where Manning’s trial took place last year. 


Syrian revolution ‘brought us together 9 












Page 2 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2014 




Language and death in Juarez 


REASON 


by Yeyetzi Cardiel 

According to Walter Ben- 
jamin, philosophy is made in 
language and, as long as lan- 
guage is one of the mediations 
of the experience, critique is also a way of experience. 
Language is not a neutral instru- 
ment for expressing ideas or facts, 
it is a medium in which the mean- 
ing depends in part on the words 
selected and the way we articu- 
late them. The way we construct 
experience with language has ef- 
fects on its transmission and on 
the configuration of subjectivity, 
not only in aesthetics and ethics, 
but also in understanding politics. 

THE DEAD CANT SPEAK 
FOR THEMSELVES 

The effects of language ac- 
quire more relevance when what 
we are trying to make visible and 
criticize is of concern to civil soci- 
ety. That is the case in the crimes 
committed against women in Ciu- 
dad Juarez, Chihuahua and other states in Mexico. A 
critical approach to visualizing these crimes is ham- 
pered by at least two problems: First, there are no tes- 
timonies. As long as the women are dead, the closest 
we can get to their experiences is from their mothers, 
relatives and friends. Second, most of the news media 
“agreed” to talk about them as “the dead women of 
Juarez.” This euphemistic phrase suggests that women 
just died, and hides the fact that they were sexually 
tortured and murdered. Speaking of these women as 
if they simply died makes it impossible to continue the 
critique. 

Some vocabulary has been proposed to make the 


violence visible, that the language used by the mass 
media hides. Marcela Lagarde, an anthropologist and 
former deputy of the Federal Congress of Mexico from 
2003-2006, 1 insists that the word “femicide,” first trans- 
lated into Spanish as “femicidio,” is understood only as 
the feminization of the word homicide. But these are 

hate crimes based in 
misogyny, so Lagarde 
proposed the word “fe- 
minicidio.” She wants 
to make explicit the 
gender violence of 
these crimes. 2 

Martinez de la 
Escalera, a philoso- 
pher and academic, 
states that the term 
femicide (even trans- 
lated as “feminicidio,” 
which is defined as the 
killing of women just 
because they are wom- 
en) has no transparent 
social reference as long 
as it “is defined by in- 
stitutions that decide 
the meaning and value of the word and its use...” 3 . She 
emphasizes that the word “femicide” does not help us 
think properly about violence against women. 

Gender violence, which “divides civil society be- 
tween two heterosexual and hierarchical genders,” 4 
reproduces two exclusively different ways for the con- 
struction of subjectivity as if the only option was for 
one gender to dominate. As long as gender is assumed 
as natural, then violence is presented as if it were also 
natural and not constructed. Escalera believes that as- 
sumptions about the term gender must be questioned if 
we want to denaturalize the crimes. 

‘OUR DAUGHTERS BACK HOME’ 



One of Elina Chauvet’s installations titled “Zapatos Rojos,” at Cas- 
tle Square, Turin, Italy. Each pair of red shoes represents a woman 
brutally murdered in Mexico whose killer has never been brought 
to justice. 


I&SJHANDICAPTHIS! 


by Suzanne Rose 

Around 500 people, mostly disabled, gathered at 
Jantar Mantar in New Delhi, India, to hold a candle- 
light vigil and talk about a new bill, the Rights of Per- 
sons with Disabilities. They were protesting that even 
after its approval by the Cabinet on Dec. 12, the bill 
wasn’t even tabled in Parliament before the Houses ad- 
journed. A spokesperson for the group said, “Four years 
went into drafting that bill. We are scared that the gov- 
ernment does not give this bill any priority and, given 
upcoming general elections, Parliament may not be re- 
convened early next year for any legislative business. If 
that happens, all our effort these past four years will 
go down the drain.” If that happens, he said, “Disabled 
people from across the country will jam the streets of 
Delhi.” 

* * * 

“As many as 6.5 million of the world’s 43.5 million 
people displaced by conflict have disabilities. People 
with disabilities are among the most hidden and ne- 
glected of all displaced people, excluded from or unable 
to access most aid programs because of physical and so- 
cial barriers or because of negative attitudes and bias- 
es. They are often not identified when aid agencies and 
organizations collect data and assess needs during and 
after a humanitarian disaster. Often, refugees with dis- 
abilities are more isolated following their displacement 
than when they were in their home communities.” 

— From Women’s Refugee Commission 
* * * 

A new camp for Syrian refugees living with dis- 
abilities is under construction in Sulimaniyah, Iraq. 
A UNICEF officer tries to ensure that families are as 
comfortable as possible while waiting. The Gorgis fam- 
ily has three sons with disabilities. Their oldest, Yousef, 
was paralyzed at birth. Lying on the ground would 
make him stiff and insects would attack him. Now he 
has a bed and the family is more able to take care of 
him. The permanent camp will have facilities for people 
with special needs, including ramps and wide access 

points for latrines and other sanitary facilities. 

* * * 

Georgia has become one of the first ex-Soviet re- 
publics to abolish state orphanages in favor of foster 
care. But disabled children continue to be marginalized 
and face the prospect of life-long isolation from society. 
The life of one 18-year-old with cerebral palsy is grim. 
He lies in the fetal position in bed, is very thin with the 
body of a 10-year-old. He has not left his bed for five 
years except to get washed. He lives in one of the three 
remaining orphanages, some of which are run by the 
Georgian Orthodox Church, where children are said to 
be vulnerable to abuse, a charge the church denies. 
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Another way of making femicide visible is how rela- 
tives, mainly mothers and friends of the dead women 
of Juarez, are becoming activist — making big wooden 
crosses painted pink, each one with the name of a mur- 
dered woman. They place them in the fields where 
the bodies were found. They formed an organization: 
Nuestras hijas de regreso a casa (Our Daughters Back 
Home) 5 as a way to claim justice. 

They have faced not only injustice but also threats, 
intimidation and even death. Marisela Escobedo was 
killed on Dec. 6, 2010, demanding justice for her daugh- 
ter Rubl, who was murdered in 2008. Nuestras hijas de 
regreso a casa’s blog states that Marisela was “mur- 
dered twice: by her murderer and by the State who be- 
trayed her in her search for justice.” 

Protesters bring other crosses, also in pink, with 
the legend “Ni una mas” (Not one more). Some bring sil- 
houettes of the murdered and tortured women painted 
in pink with a black cross on their chest, along with 
posters, flyers and so on. Mexican artist Elina Chauvet 
and the Spanish journalist Javier Juarez created an in- 
stallation which covers public squares with hundreds 
of red shoes. 

FIGHT NORMALIZED VIOLENCE 

Despite the fact that mothers, relatives and friends, 
regular citizens, artists, academics, journalists, femi- 
nists, and national and international organizations 
have organized and demanded justice, the crimes have 
not been solved, and the femicides continue. 

The structural hierarchical and normalized vio- 
lence against women and the naturalization of these 
crimes is not only a problem that concerns the whole 
society, but a problem created by the State as long as 
its institutions reproduce violence against women, and 
the authorities are negligent and partially or totally in 
collusion with the murderers. 

It is the responsibility of the State not only to clar- 
ify and punish these crimes, but to stop those respon- 
sible for the monopolization of violence. The birth of a 
new vocabulary to describe and criticize these crimes 
against women must also consider the collective memo- 
ry built by the solidarity the activists created. 


1. Lagarde took this opportunity to promote a law against gen- 
der violence against women, which was approved in 2006 
and took effect in 2007. She also helped on the modification 
of the Penal Code so femicide could be classified as a crime. 
She keeps working to impose the classification on Penal 
Codes in other Mexican states. She states that these crimes 
are crimes of the State as long as the state hasn’t done much 
stopping them. 

2. Cf. Lagarde, Marcela, “Antropologla, feminismo y political 
Violencia feminicida y derechos humanos de las mujeres,” 
Bullen, Margaret and Diez Mintegui, Carmen (coord.), Retos 
teoricosy nuevas practicas, Donostia, Ankulegi Antropologia 
Elkartea, 2008; pp. 209-239. 

3. Martinez de la Escalera, Ana Marla, “Transcripcion de la 
participation de Ana Marla Martinez de la Escalera en la 
presentation del libro Feminicidio: actas de denuncia y con- 
troversial ”, Mexico, UNAM, 2010, p. 2. Translated for this ar- 
ticle by Yeyetzi Cardiel. 

4. Ibid., p. 3. 

5. The blog of this civil association is at: http://nuestrashijas- 
deregresoacasa.blogspot.mx 


Sweetening the Pill 

Sweetening the Pill: or How We Got Hooked on Hor- 
monal Birth Control by Holly Grigg-Spall is a poorly 
written and edited book with no footnotes or index. It 
has provoked controversy among feminists, especially 
over its contention that the birth control pill and other 
hormonal contraception are unsafe. Some say the pill is 
scientifically proven safe and are concerned this book 
may fuel recent religious Right attempts to ban it. Oth- 
ers thank Grigg-Spall, saying their health problems re- 
sulted from the pill and that feminists should focus on 
promoting other contraceptive methods. 

Grigg-Spall explains that scientific studies can 
be biased and manipulated and describes outrageous 
situations in which this happened with both the earli- 
est and most recent generations of birth control pills. 
On the other hand, many feminists have analyzed how 
she blatantly does the exact same thing by twisting her 
supposedly scientific evidence to show that all hormon- 
al contraceptives are harmful. She also hypocritically 
ignores the experiences of women who prefer the pill. 
CRITIQUE OF CAPITALISM IS NECESSARY 

Grigg-Spall only briefly mentions what should be 
one of her most important topics: the close relationship 
between doctors and pharmaceutical companies and 
the resulting obsession of many doctors with putting all 
women on lifetime prescriptions of hormones. Instead 
of making this part of a coherent critique of capitalism, 
she makes vague statements that capitalism promotes 
hormonal contraception because it supposedly allows 
women to perform monotonous tasks. She spends most 
of the book making biologically essentialist, sexist 
claims that women’s thought processes, and in fact our 
very selves, are controlled by our reproductive cycles. 

Grigg-Spall makes confused, rambling attempts to 
put her critique of the pill into feminist, anti-capitalist 
philosophy, but, deliberately or not, she constantly re- 
peats the lies of the Right that attempt to give a femi- 
nist spin to their own propaganda. She claims women 
in developing countries don’t want contraception, sex- 
positive feminism means “making women sexually 
available to men at all times,” feminists view “pregnan- 
cy as a disease,” and most abortions are for economic 
reasons. She even trashes Planned Parenthood. 
THINKING CRITICALLY 

There is a danger readers alienated by their doc- 
tors may follow Grigg-Spall into her partially anti-sci- 
ence and partially Right-wing ideology. Furthermore, 
the feminist health movement continues to put medi- 
cal knowledge into the hands of patients, and it is dis- 
turbing that some of its leaders give this book glowing 
reviews. They should follow the example of the Boston 
Women’s Health Collective, whose book, Our Bodies, 
Our Selves, balances both scientific research and wom- 
en’s experiences while dismissing pseudoscience. 

Readers put off by Grigg-Spall’s disinformation 
and ideology might get an inaccurate impression of 
feminism or think that opposing capitalism is ridicu- 
lous. They also might miss the few good ideas she does 
present, such as the many uses for the Fertility Aware- 
ness Method and the need for new contraception meth- 
ods. The best thing to do with this book is not to ignore 
it but to critique it to help ourselves learn to think criti- 
cally and challenge counter-revolutionary philosophies. 

— Adele 



by Artemis 

On Nov. 13 British novelist Doris Lessing died at 
the age of 94. In 2007, she became the eleventh woman 
and the oldest person to ever receive the Nobel Prize in 
literature. The themes of her fiction included Stalin- 
ism, which she later renounced, the female experience, 
mental illness, post-colonial Africa, the problems of 
nuclear power, and a Sufi-inspired science fiction. Her 

series of The Golden Notebook is a feminist classic. 

* * * 

2013 also saw the death of the “Lady of the Stars,” 
astrophysicist Margherita Hack at 91. The first woman 
to lead an astronomical observatory in Italy, she was 
astronomy chair at the University of Trieste. Her re- 
search contributed to the classification of many groups 
of stars, and asteroid 8558 Hack is named after her. She 
was a popular science writer and opposed the influence 
of religion on scientific research as well as lobbying for 

legalized abortion, euthanasia, and LGBT rights. 

* * * 

In Nov. 2013, the advocacy group Universities UK 
published the document “External speakers in higher 
education institutions,” which opined that it is legal to 
segregate audiences by gender when a visiting speaker 
insists upon it for religious reasons as long as the au- 
dience agrees. There were 40 cases in 2013 in which 
such demands by speakers were met. The document ra- 
tionalized this as “freedom of speech” but also referred 
to the discredited “separate but equal” former policy in 
U.S. law. Criticism from the public and prime minister 
caused the group to reassess the document. 
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‘We can’t survive on $7.25 


New York — Over 500 union and non-union workers, 
predominantly from the education field and the newly 
mobilized and militant fast-food workers sector, rallied 
on Dec. 5 to demand a minimum wage of $15. The fast- 
food workers demanded as well the right to organize a 
union without fear of being fired. 

The rally was the culmination of a one-day 
strike by hundreds of fast-food workers around 
New York and thousands more across the nation. 
The fast-food workers made their entrance with 
a marching band and loud chants of “We can’t 
survive on $7.25” — the current minimum wage in 
New York. 

Retail and grocery store workers were out in force. 
The teachers union was also well represented, along 
with contingents from the staff and faculty union at the 
City University of New York. 

One woman I talked to, a retired teacher, said that 
she was helping organize her rent-stabilized building 
on the Lower East Side in the face of proposed gentrifi- 
cation. She said people were beginning to realize that, 
unless they organized themselves, no one else would 
help them. 

Another teacher told me that what they 
hoped for from de Blasio, the new mayor, was a 
change in the city’s educational policies. When I 
asked a fast-food worker from Brooklyn if he had 
struck, he proudly said yes with a smile. 

The only disappointing part of the rally was that, 
although it had been billed as a rally for all city employ- 
ees who were working without a contract, the powerful 
local DC 37 of AFSCME, which represents tens of thou- 
sands of city workers, was notably absent. Unless New 
York’s unions present a solid united front in negotiating 
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The result is that patients are warehoused daily in the 
ER. 

One only has to look at the general decline in the 
overall health quality indicators to understand the 
nurses’ deep concerns over the care they are prevented 
from providing. The greatest threat to quality care and 
patient safety is the increasing spread of antibiotic- 
resistant bacteria which, management claims, is be- 
cause hospital workers fail to wash their hands and 
take other precautions. Period. End of story. 

What is the rest of the story? 

As any nurse will tell you, the ever increasing 
workload has been so overwhelming, and speed-up so 
severe, that all their tasks are performed with compro- 
mises they have no control over. There is no end to the 
hurried, harried, and harassed work pace. 

Staff is monitored by computer software sur- 
veillance. Every problem that arises due to short 
staffing is not resolved by replacing missing 
staff, but by adding more technology — to harass 
or monitor staff even more. In short, all this ex- 
pensive high-tech investment is not a means to 
health. It is a way to get rid of workers. 

To corporate America, who see only the bottom 
line, labor is only a cost. They hike premiums while re- 
ducing service and staff, using ACA as an excuse to get 
rid of workers in the name of “affordability.” 

The ACA is expected to add 30 million new health 
plan members to our already severely congested health- 
care system. We are on the cusp of a potentially massive 
healthcare disaster in what the Centers for Disease 
Control calls the “post-antibiotic era” of the spread of 
antibiotic-resistant bacteria, and the baby-boom gen- 
eration is aging. Yet HMOs are hell-bent on their plans 
to perform further cuts in the healthcare delivery force. 

“Affordability” to them means sacrificing the 
health and well-being of both patients and work- 
ers. By picketing, we are saying we cannot afford 
this kind of deformed healthcare disguised as re- 
form. The industry misuses the letter of the law 
in the ACA to eliminate staff that is very needed 
to care for the millions of patients seeking care 
through the ACA. 

HMO executives are playing Russian roulette with 
society’s collective health. More money is poured into 
buildings and high-tech, while the workers to tend 
those machines are increasingly absent. Healthcare 
restructuring brings to life what Karl Marx called capi- 
talism: the increase of dead labor over living labor. 

Capitalists have declared that affordable care 
means that labor time in healthcare must be drastically 
reduced. This is big business jargon to say that work- 
ers are using too much healthcare. Healthcare benefits 
that workers struggled hard to win are now declared 
“Cadillac” plans and taxed as a luxury. 

On Jan 6, we healthcare workers picketed our 
brand new facility. We had picketed the old facility at 
the onset of healthcare restructuring 17 years ago. Our 
message, then as now, is: We are fighting for quality 
healthcare. We are not only fighting for our patients’ 
lives, but for our own. 


with the city, de Blasio will be certain to play off one 
against the other, exactly as Bloomberg did. 

— Labor solidarity activist 


McDonald’s walkout 



Oakland, Cal. — The walkout at the 14th and Jackson Street McDonald’s 
near downtown Oakland was part of a Dec. 5 national day of action 
organized by fast-food workers from coast to coast. Only two or three 
employees stayed behind. After 40 minutes one more worker, a middle- 
aged Latina, walked out to cheers from 100 co-workers and supporters 
rallying in the parking lot. She and many low-wage earners belie the 
corporate claim that fast food workers are just youngsters looking for 
spending money or entry level jobs before a professional career. 

— David M’Oto 

LA garment dialogue 

Los Angeles — On Dec. 6, garment workers and or- 
ganizers from Bangladesh and Los Angeles discussed 
their labor conditions at the downtown Garment Cen- 
ter. The 40 supporters, mostly Latina/o, included Chi- 
nese workers. 

The first speaker, from Bangladesh, talked of the 
collapse of a factory building in April 2013 that killed 
over 1,100 women workers (see “Premeditated murder 
in Bangladesh” July-Aug. News & Letters). He said if 
they had had a union, owners could not have forced 
workers back into the factory. Garment workers now 
average $25 a month. They are fighting for a minimum 
wage of $63 a month. 

He talked of the November 2012 factory fire 
that killed 137 workers. Like the 1911 Triangle 
Shirtwaist Factory fire in New York City that 
killed 146 young immigrant workers, doors were 
locked to keep workers from leaving, and many 
workers jumped to their death. 

Some European and U.S. corporations have now 
signed on to a fire safety accord that gives workers the 
power to sue. But Wal-Mart has refused to sign it. The 
Bangladeshi speaker suggested a national boycott: “We 
need to pressure the buyers (retailers) and factory own- 
ers, not just the government. Have faith in the workers 
organizing themselves.” 

A Latina from the L.A. Garment Center, said many 
workers are paid pennies for piecework and end up 
making $130 to $140 for 40 to 60 hours of work. Even 
then, wages earned are frequently not paid. Many work- 
ers suffer abuse because they are undocumented. They 
want to be in a union, but they need a lot of support. 

A Latino worker in Los Angeles, said of down- 
town garment factories: “Sometimes we work a 
14-hour day at 50 cents an hour. What Guess 
sells for $40 or $50, we make for five cents per 
piece. Often, there’s no ventilation. There are not 
enough toilets. Workers have to endure insults 
and attacks. 

“Nothing happens to employers who violate labor 
laws. Being undocumented also discourages many from 
looking for other types of work. How can we make the 
retailer responsible for these conditions of labor?” 

During the question period, a retired Chinese gar- 
ment worker recalled: “When we protested, we just 
stopped working. You should have more workers here, 
get more workers together.” — Basho 


Cambodian massacre 

On Jan. 3, Cambodian police near the capital city 
of Phnom Penh attacked garment workers on general 
strike, firing assault weapons at picket lines, killing at 
least four workers and injuring dozens. They arrested 
23 strike leaders and hauled them away in secret to a 
hard-time prison. This repression, along with Prime 
Minister Hun Sen’s ban on demonstrations, has forced 
many workers back to their jobs. 

Workers in the 500,000-strong garment and 
shoe industries had begun their general strike 
Dec. 24, with a nationwide demand that the mini- 
mum wage be doubled from $80 a month to $160. 
That would barely raise wages to a subsistence 
level. 

After the massacre seven international retail gi- 
ants including Gap, Adidas and Levi Strauss, in a letter 
to Hun Sen, called for “restraint” in the use of force. But 
they signaled that they will keep their Cambodian sup- 
ply line no matter what. Factory owners lay the blame 
for starvation wages on what retailers pay them. 

The garment industry in Cambodia, including 
companies fleeing China’s militant workers, increased 
production by over 20% in 2013 before the general 
strike compared to 2012. It represents over one-third of 
Cambodia’s GDP and fully 70% of its exports. 

In last July’s election the opposition Cambodia Na- 
tional Rescue Party endorsed the workers’ demand for 
a $160 minimum wage. But a rigged vote kept in power 
the Cambodian People’s Party, which has ruled under 
Hun Sen since 1985. 

The rulers on Jan. 7 gloried in their murder of 
strikers as a triumph over lawless forces — at ceremo- 
nies marking the 35th anniversary of victory over the 
Khmer Rouge, which killed over a million Cambodians 
between 1975 and 1979. The irony overflows, as Hun 
Sen has continued to delay and obstruct the special 
court charged with bringing Khmer Rouge leaders to 
belated judgment, and the ruling party is riddled with 
Khmer Rouge holdovers. — Bob McGuire 

Anti-worker robots 

Detroit — Robotics development has exploded within 
the past three years, due in large part to international 
programs sponsored by DARPA (Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency). DARPA started developing 
driverless vehicles nine years ago and has long worked 
in the field of sophisticated robots. 

At a competition of robots held in December in 
Florida, the Japanese robot dominated all others in 
eight designated tasks, including: clearing out debris, 
climbing a ladder, opening and closing doors, and driv- 
ing a golf cart. It gave a preview of the next generation 
of multi-tasking robots that have a great potential to do 
much good — as well as devastating harm. 

Robots can go into places that are dangerous to 
humans — fires, explosions, poisonous fumes, nuclear 
meltdowns, battlefields — performing many tasks re- 
quired for human existence. However, under capital- 
ism, robotics has made millions unemployed. Robots 
have also become a means for employers to intimidate 
workers who oppose management dictates. 

Management has but one goal — to increase 
profits. This means sacrificing workers. Capital- 
ists have no choice: When there is a conflict be- 
tween workers and profits, it is the workers who 
must go. 

But it doesn’t end there. Since labor is the primary 
source of all value, removing labor removes value and 
profit. Capitalism faces itself through its contradictions 
as its own gravedigger, but does not go peacefully. This 
generates a revolutionary response in society, and the 
future hangs in the balance. 

A similar contradiction exists in robotics, with its 
great potential to contribute much that is positive, yet 
this potential is stymied by capitalism that is not based 
on human needs but on capital. That’s why it stands in 
total opposition to the philosophy that Karl Marx devel- 
oped and called humanism. 

— Andy Phillips 


Ukraine: New Unions and Democratic Left meet 


As I write, on Dec. 19, the Ukraine is once again 
riven by national strife, fueled, as always, by rival im- 
perial powers. On the other hand, just two months ago, 
Kiev was host to an historic international gathering of 
workers’ organizations from four formerly Soviet na- 
tions that proposed a very different future. 

The Nov. 2-3, 2013, New Trade Unions and the 
Democratic Left Conference was organized by the Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions of Ukraine (KVPU), 
the Russian Confederation of Labour (KTR), the Belo- 
russian Congress of Democratic Trade Unions (BKDP), 
the Confederation of Trade Unions of Georgia (KPG), 
the Global Labour Institute, and the Praxis Research 
and Education Center of Moscow. 

“New Trade Unions” refers to workers’ organiza- 
tions that are independent of both the old government- 
controlled Soviet unions and the U.S. -sponsored AFL- 
ClO-type unions the CIA attempted to implant in the 
early 1990s. Their orientation is radical rather than 


reformist. Alexei Gusev, radical historian and chair of 
Praxis, which I co-founded in 1997, reports below. 

— Richard Greeman 
The Kiev conference was really a breakthrough. 
For the first time a meeting co-organized by Praxis was 
so representative — more than 200 people with strong 
trade unionist participation and leaders of the nation- 
al free unions confederations openly expressing their 
democratic Left political orientation! Such events make 
us feel that our work is not in vain. 

The conference also demonstrated the development 
of a new independent labor movement in Ukraine rep- 
resented by the Confederation of Free Trade Unions, 
which is now very active in huge democratic-revolution- 
ary movements against “Putinization” of that country, 
a movement that most of the political “Left,” still influ- 
enced by Stalinism, shamefully distanced themselves 
from or even attacked. 

— Alexei Gusev, www.praxiscenter.ru 
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Charles Denby, worker-editor 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor’s note: As a contribution to Black History 
Month we reprint Raya Dunayevskaya’s memorial for 
Charles Denby (1907-1983), her comrade of 35 years 
and Editor of News & Letters from its founding in 
1955 until his death. Written Oct. 24, 1983, it is ex- 
cerpted here from the Nov. 1983 News & Letters. 

Readers may want to know that author Jacqueline 
Jones has just published A Dreadful Deceit: The 
Myth of Race from the Colonial Era to Obama’s 
America, which features a chapter on Denby, using 
his given name, Simon Owens. 


The 75 years of Charles Denby’s life are so full of 
class struggles, Black revolts, freedom movements that 
they illuminate not only the present but cast a light 
even on the future. At the same time, because his au- 
tobiography — Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s 
Journal — reaches back into the far past when, as a 
child during World War I, he asked questions of his 
grandmother as she told tales of her slavery days, read- 
ers suddenly feel they are witness there to the birth of 
a revolutionary. 

I first met Denby in 1948 when he had already be- 
come a leader of wildcats, a “politico,” but the talk I 
heard him give of tenant farming in the South and fac- 
tory work in the North was far from being a “political 
speech.” Listening to him, you felt you were witnessing 
an individual’s life that was somehow universal, and 
that touched you personally. You feel that when you 
hear him tell of his first strike: 

I remember the first strike I ever led. It was over 
the discrimination against Black women workers in our 
shop. It was during World War II when I was at Briggs 
and I was so new in the shop I didn’t even know what a 
strike was. I was working in the dope room where you 
put glue on the airplane wing. The fumes and odor were 
so bad we had no appetite left by lunchtime.... The wom- 
en had been talking about their husbands who were in 
the service in Germany — and here they couldn’t even get 
a job in the sewing room next door. That was for white 
women only. These things just burned us up.... On the 
day that we walked out, they locked the gates on us. By 
that time other workers inside the factory were out with 
us... .It wasn’t until the company sent for me as the “, strike 
leader” that I had realized what we had actually done. 

Recently, Denby began talking about what had 
happened when Automation was first introduced. He 
was talking about the Miners’ General Strike of 1949- 
50 when the continuous miner had first been intro- 
duced into the mines. 

It was when the government threw the Taft- 
Hartley law at the miners and John L. Lewis ordered 
the miners back to work that the miners refused, orga- 
nized their own rank-and-file Relief Committees, and 
appealed to other workers throughout the country for 
help. Denby recalled the miners who had come from 
West Virginia to his local: 

I remember that the bureaucrats were not too hot 
about the idea. They didn’t dare come right out and 
oppose it, but you could tell they weren’t enthusiastic, 
like the rank and file were. But our enthusiasm was so 
strong that by the time the meeting ended the bureau- 
crats had to triple the amount they had intended to give. 
After that, the miners knew they had to talk directly to 
the rank and file. At Local 600 the workers not only gave 
several thousand dollars outright, but pledged $500 a 
week for as long as the strike lasted, and sent a whole 
caravan — five truckloads — of food and clothing. The 
strike didn’t last too long after that show of solidarity. 

Denby’s point was not that today’s workers must 
“copy” what the labor militants did then, but that it is 
the informal rank-and-file committees that show how 
“workers talk and think about everything while on the 
job — things about everyday life but also about world 
affairs.” News & Letters, he said, “must continue to 
elicit from the workers thinking their own thoughts. Ac- 
tions are sure to follow.” 

A TURNING POINT IN DENBY’S LIFE 

The year after the historic miners’ strike, Denby 
began dictating the story of his life. It became a turn- 
ing point for him because in telling his story he gained 
confidence that he could express himself in a way that 
carried meaning for other workers as well. Part I of 
his autobiography was published in 1952. I moved to 
Detroit in 1953 and it was then I first broached the 
question of having a worker as editor of a new type of 
paper we were planning, instead of forever bestowing 
that prerogative on an intellectual who would speak 
“for” the workers. Denby was at first non-committal. 
At the same time he knew I was working on a book 
on Marxism and the new stage of capitalism I called 
state-capitalism, and began asking me how trade union 
questions were handled in Russia before it became 
state-capitalism and was still a workers’ state. When I 
told him about the famous trade union debate of 1920- 
21, 1 asked him whether he thought it would be of inter- 
est to American workers. 


A few months later, both questions I had posed to 
Denby reappeared in a most unusual way. It was March 
5, 1953, when Stalin died. Denby called me the minute 
he got out of the shop. He said he imagined I was writ- 
ing some political analysis of what that meant and he 
wanted me to know what the workers in his shop were 
talking about all that day: “Every worker was saying, T 
have just the man to fill Stalin’s shoes — my foreman.’” 

It impressed me so much that I said not only that 
I would write the political analysis of the death of that 
totalitarian, but that the workers’ remarks would be- 
come the jumping off point for 
my article on the trade unions. I 
asked whether he could distrib- 
ute those articles in his shop and 
record the workers’ comments. He 
agreed enthusiastically. 

Several years earlier I had 
translated Lenin’s Philosophic 
Notebooks on Hegel and I now 
read certain sections to Denby. He 
said that Hegel’s language meant 
absolutely nothing to him, but 
that he certainly understood Len- 
in: “Couldn’t you leave out Hegel 
and just publish what Lenin said? 

If intellectuals want to read Hegel, 
can’t you just tell them the section 
that Lenin was talking about? I 
like, for example, Lenin’s sentence 
that ‘ the idea of the transforma- 
tion of the ideal into the real is 
profound. ’ I think workers would 
like to know how to do that.” 

The following month, on 
June 17, 1953, the East German 
workers revolted in East Berlin 
against raising the work norms in 
their factories and, as they marched out of the factories, 
they smashed the statue of Stalin. This was so great a 
world historic turning point, and the fact that it broke 
out against speed-up meant so much to Denby, that our 
discussions on philosophy became discussions about 
concrete actions of workers. 

DENBY BECOMES EDITOR 

Denby felt strongly that there was an imperative 
need for a new kind of workers’ paper, and in 1955 ac- 
cepted editorship of News & Letters. What pleased me 
especially was that the first issue should appear in hon- 
or of the second anniversary of the East German revolt, 
not only so that none would forget that first revolt from 
under totalitarianism, but also to show a new phase of 
international solidarity. 

Along with the birth of News & Letters came our 
very first pamphlet. We published, in mimeographed 
form, Lenin’s Philosophic Notebooks in the form 
Denby had recommended — our first “best-seller.” 

1955 was also the year the Montgomery Bus Boy- 
cott began. Whereas no others recognized the Black 
Revolution until the 1960s, we immediately became ac- 
tive participants in that struggle and considered it on 
as high a level for opening new pages of world freedom 
as the East European revolts. Alabama was, after all, 
Denby’s home state, and he headed South to meet with 
both Rosa Parks and Rev. Martin Luther King. Here is 
how his Christmas 1956 visit was reported by Denby in 
News & Letters: 

I have recently come back from a trip to Alabama, 
where I was born and raised. Montgomery is my home- 
town. From what I’ve seen and feel, there is a social revo- 
lution going on in the South that has it in a turmoil of a 
kind that hasn’t been seen since the days of Reconstruc- 
tion. 

RELATIONSHIP OF REALITY TO PHILOSOPHY 

In becoming both a columnist — his Worker’s 
Journal always appeared on page one — and an editor, 
he no longer limited himself to stories from auto fac- 
tories, but also gathered stories from the mines, steel 
mills, and from office workers, too. Here is how he ex- 
pressed it in Workers Battle Automation: 

The intellectual — be he scientist, engineer or 
writer — may think Automation means the elimination 
of heavy labor. The production worker sees it as the elim- 
ination of the laborer. 

And just as he had opened two chapters of his au- 
tobiography so that his wife, Christine (Effie Owens), 
could tell her story back in 1952, long before the birth 
of the Women’s Liberation Movement, so now he saw to 
it that stories of women freedom fighters were reflect- 
ed in News & Letters, as witness the special story on 
the sit-in movement he obtained from a State Teachers 
College student from his hometown, Montgomery, Ala., 
which appeared in the April 1960 News & Letters, un- 
der the title “No One Moved.” 

One of the most important developments of the 
turbulent 1960s, of course, was the anti-Vietnam War 
movement whose voices were heard regularly in the pa- 
per. In general News & Letters not only became the 
publisher for all freedom fighters speaking for them- 
selves — from the Black and white Freedom Riders, to 


the youth of the Free Speech Movement, to Women’s 
Liberationists speaking in many voices — but called to- 
gether conferences of activists in all these movements. 

Thus, when the highest point in those 1960s came 
to a climax which, however, was spelled out as aborted 
revolution both in the U.S. and in France, Denby, far 
from ringing down the curtain, was instrumental in 
calling together a Black/Red Conference in Detroit on 
Jan. 12, 1969. Here is his welcome: 

This is the first time that such a conference of Black 
youth, Black workers, Black women and Black intellec- 
tuals will have a chance to discuss 
with each other as well as with 
Marxist-Humanists, who lend the 
red coloration not only for the sake 
of color, but for the sake of philoso- 
phy, a philosophy of liberation. 

“Philosophy of liberation” 
was not mere rhetoric, much less 
an empty intellectual task. To 
Denby, philosophy became a clear- 
ing of the head for action. From 
the minute he became the editor 
of News & Letters, which mani- 
fested so unique a combination of 
worker and intellectual, Denby’s 
interest in philosophy was never 
separated from action. It was, in 
fact, at that Black/Red Confer- 
ence that he chose to single out 
a quotation directly from Hegel’s 
Phenomenology of Mind as his 
favorite because it applied to the 
relationship of reality to philoso- 
phy: “Enlightenment upsets the 
household arrangements, which 
spirit carries out in the house of 
faith, by bringing in the goods and furnishings belong- 
ing to the world of the Here and Now....” 

Three direct results flowed from both the Black/ 
Red Conference and from the Women’s Liberation Con- 
ference that followed it: 1) the establishment of a new 
Black/Red column to be written by John Alan; 2) the 
creation of a Woman as Reason column for the Wom- 
en’s Liberation page, and 3) the involvement of the par- 
ticipants from both Conferences in discussions around 
my new book-in-progress, Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao. 
Their contribution can be seen in what became Chapter 
9 of that work, “New Passions and New Forces — The 
Black Dimension, the Anti-Vietnam War Youth, Rank- 
and-File Labor, Women’s Liberation.” 

THE FINAL DECADE: PATH TO THE FUTURE 

1978 was the year Denby decided to write a Part II 
to his unique biography, first published in 1952. As he 
put it in the new Foreword, this was no mere updating: 

It isn’t only that 25 years separate Part I and Part 
II. More importantly, the great events of the 1960s that 
gave birth to a new generation of revolutionaries could 
but give a new direction to my thoughts and actions as 
a Black production worker who became the editor of a 
very new type of newspaper — News & Letters. 

In his long three-year battle with cancer, which 
ended on Oct. 10, 1983, Denby continued with his Work- 
er’s Journal column. His last letter to me — which he 
printed in his June 1983 column — spoke of how cru- 
cial it is to show the American roots of Marxism, as we 
had developed it in American Civilization on Trial: 
Black Masses as Vanguard. He had been very im- 
pressed, he said, with the new paragraph I had added 
on Marx and the Black world to my latest work, Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation and Marx’s Phi- 
losophy of Revolution: 

Raya, whatever else we decide to write for the 20th 
anniversary of our pamphlet, I strongly feel that your 
new paragraph should be the focus. We need to put, 
right in the beginning, the world context of our struggle 
and the way our view of it is rooted in Marx. I would like 
to let all our readers see that paragraph for themselves. 

That paragraph did become the focus for the new 
Introduction we wrote for the expanded edition of 
American Civilization on Trial that came off the 
press just in time to take to the March on Washington. 

The inseparability of philosophy and revolution 
motivated Denby from the moment he became editor 
in 1955 to the very last days of his life, and he always 
had some sentence he would single out from various 
theoretical works that became his favorites. Thus, 
from Marxism and Freedom he was always quoting: 
“There is nothing in thought — not even in the thought of 
a genius — that has not previously been in the activity of 
the common man.” 

While Denby was too modest a man to think that 
this had any relationship to him as a person, he had 
full confidence that that expression did mean masses 
in motion. Yet the truth is that the genius of Charles 
Denby lies in the fact that the story of his life — Indig- 
nant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal — is the his- 
tory of worker’ struggles for freedom, his and all others 
the world over. 
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ESSAY 


Communization theory’s missing link: 
dialectical mediation; what happens after 


by Ron Kelch 

The impasse in the anti-capitalist movement 
after Occupy has led to theoretical stirrings over what 
to do organizationally, not just about the abolition of 
capitalism, but a positive concept of the future after 
capitalism. 

This is an opportunity to engage Marx’s view of these 
concerns, which was rooted in his 1844 declaration of a 
revolutionary humanism as the positive in the negative 
that opens up to a totally new future by refusing to be 
defined by what it is against. Marx’s humanism also 
re-emerges when he most 
directly defines the role of a 
revolutionary organization 
in the 1875 Critique of the 
Gotha Program (CGP), in 
terms of principles that 
guide a non-capitalist future, 
like the projection that labor 
go from “a mere means to 
the prime necessity of life.” 1 

On Jan. 11 in Oakland, 

Calif., over 50 people packed a small room to attend 
the first of a series of discussions around Endnotes 3 
(September, 2013), a book-length journal put out by a 
small group of anti-statist, anti-vanguardist Marxists. 
Many of the ideas elaborated in the crucial concluding 
chapter, “Spontaneity, Mediation, Rupture” (SMR), had 
already been presented by Aaron, a representative from 
Endnotes, in a discussion of communization theory. 

SMR investigates its title concepts in “an attempt 
to re-fashion the tools of revolutionary theory for our 
times” (229) and to face unresolved issues in Rosa 
Luxemburg’s view of “organization as coordination” in 
the “relationship between spontaneity and the party” 
(225). Spontaneity, the creative heart of SMR, poses 
that far from being lack of organization that must 
be given shape externally by the party, spontaneous 
revolts create new content, their own disruptive new 
forms of organization, as well as forms of struggle. 

Further, none of this can be known in advance. 
The coordination problem “is only solved in and 
through an unfolding sequence of struggles” (236). The 
“coordination problem” must tackle how seven billion 
humans work out their inextricably intertwined lives 
without the mediation of value production. This defines 
the role of the revolutionary organization out to make a 
total break with capitalism. 

The party of total rupture with capitalism 
coordinates revolutionary spontaneity’s “unfolding 
sequence of struggles” in a search for tactics to “finally 
destroy the link between finding work and surviving” 
(244), that is, destroy living by means of the cash nexus 
and selling one’s labor power in a global division of 
labor ruled by capital. This is not quite the positive new 
integral link between work and life cited above from 
CGR Neither, however, is an immediate outcome or 
fully realized result of revolutionary spontaneity’s total 
rupture with capitalism. Therein lies the problem. 

THE POSITIVE IN THE NEGATIVE 

An Endnotes 2 article, “Communisation and 
Value-Form Theory,” defined communization as 
“the destruction of the commodity-form and the 
simultaneous establishment of immediate social 
relations between individuals.” “Communization theory 
and its discontents truncate Marx’s dialectic” (Jul.-Aug. 
2013 N&L) sharply criticized this delusory notion. In 
SMR “immediacy” is qualified as “merely a shorthand” 
for total abolition of the modern world’s self-alienating 
mediations, mediations like capital and the state (237). 

SMR acknowledges that “new mediations will 
inevitably be erected out of the old” (238). Yet Hegel’s 
dialectic of freedom, which Marx recreated in the 
whole, corporeal human being, means specifying 
the movement through the way human relations are 
mediated. “Mediated” human relations means they are 
shaped by concepts, which, in turn, determine how the 
world presents itself to those humans. In other words, 
opposition to capitalist mediation by itself doesn’t 
confront the dialectical moment. 

The dialectical moment is never only a 
general, abstract, merely negative opposition, but 
always realizes the positive in the negative, a new 
mediation, implied through negating something 
specific and concrete. Hegel’s Phenomenology 
revealed this dialectic in history to show that if 
the new is truly new, the necessary mediating 
movement of the positive in the negative must 
come to the fore. 

Hegel’s breakthrough came out of soberly facing 
contradictions in the total revolutionary rupture of 

1. Alternate translation in Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, 
Collected Works (International Publishers: New York) vol. 24, 
p. 87, further referenced as “CW” with the volume number 
and page number in the text, except for the commonly used 
Ben Fowkes translation of Capital (London: Penguin, 1976), 

which is referenced with “BF.” 


the French Revolution, its total negative power of 
immediate thought over prevailing institutions, some 
of which had existed in Europe for over a millennium. 
Hegel’s dialectic set out to make a difference through 
full recognition of how new mediations could arise 
not just arbitrarily or by default, that is, not just be a 
winning faction like a Napoleon or a Stalin, emerging 
out of purely negative fury against the old. This self- 
recognized mediating dialectic shaped Marx’s practice 
as he engaged the new revolutionary impulses that 
emerged out of the capitalist epoch. 

MARX’S PRACTICE OF PHILOSOPHY 

SMR sums up Marx’s organizational view after the 
1848 revolutions in The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis 
Bonaparte as siding with the party of total rupture 
that engages, but is distinct from, the disruptions and 
organizations of spontaneity (240). 

But Marx saw the 1848 revolutions’ total rupture 
also as an attribute of the tenuous, self-critical, 
spontaneous content of the then new proletarian mass 
activity — a content, writes Marx, that far exceeded 
its expression, in contrast to other tendencies and 
their rhetorical bluster that far exceeded any actual 
content in their actions. The latter drew their poetry 
and abstract formulations from the past and came to 
dominate the historical stage, this time disgorging 
the farce of another Napoleon (the nephew) declaring 
himself emperor (CW, 11:106-07). 

Marx made such a big deal out of the unique and 
repressed proletarian dimension with its “prodigious” 
though “indefinite” aims for something totally new, 
that when workers’ self-activity emerged in a big way 
again in the 1871 Paris Commune, after being nearly 
forgotten in the retrogressive 1850s, pundits of the day 
nearly universally associated the Commune with Marx, 
some even imagining he was its puppet master pulling 
the strings from London (CW, 24:575). 

A less known connection to the Paris Commune 
was Marx’s changes to his greatest theoretical work, 
Capital, where Marx set out to give expression to the 
spontaneous movement’s “indefinite” reach for a total 
rupture with capitalism. Capitalism is the most abstract 
form of mediation where external things, commodities 
and capital, “contain” a social property, value, which 
dominates their creators for whom reality presents itself 
as social relations between these things. This inversion 
is wholly subjective and arises, says Marx, from the 
“form itself’ as soon as the product of labor “assumes 
the form of a commodity” (BF, 164). Marx didn’t achieve 
such a clear articulation of the wholly subjective root of 
inverted capitalist reality until the Paris Communards 
showed how masses could totally reorganize their lives 
together, each one experiencing the world they created 
as part of their own freely associated activity. 

Marx’s “party” was giving philosophic 
expression to the self-activity of the Communards, 
their creation of new mediations through freely 
associated labor. Marx never 
separated this philosophic 
approach, which looked 
at the positive aspect of 
mediation on the other side 
of the commodity-form, from 
the problem of coordination. 

“Communisation and Value- 
Form Theory” claimed that 
the “connection between the 
value-form and fetishism — the 
inversion where humans are 
dominated by the results of their 
own activity — did not play much 
role in the interpretation of Capital until the 1960s.” 
The article is certainly correct that most “Marxists” 
hadn’t gone beyond the value-form of political economy 
to ask, as Marx does, why political economy “has never 
once asked the question why this content has assumed 
that particular form, that is to say, why labour is 
expressed in value, and why the measurement of 
labour by its duration is expressed in the magnitude of 
the value of the product.” However, in the 1950s Raya 
Dunayevskaya not only singled out Marx’s question but 
went into detail on the ways Marx’s philosophy reached 
such explicitness only in the version of Capital after the 
Paris Commune (see “The Paris Commune Illuminates 
and Deepens the Content of Capital,” Marxism and 
Freedom , Bookman, 1958). 

DIALECTICAL MEDIATION 

Marx’s concept of the party was not just a 
coordinating committee for total rupture, but always 
looked to spell out the positive dialectical moment of 
mediation. This urgency shaped Marx’s concept of a 
revolutionary organization, even as he fully appreciated 
the necessary, but nevertheless momentary, popular 
forms of organization like the Commune, emerging 
later in new forms like Soviets or Councils. 

Thus, after his engagement with the self-activity 
of the Communards, Marx returned to the philosophic 


ground of his 1844 Humanist Manuscripts, in his 
most directly organizational document, CGP. Marx 
addressed what he said the Communards never got to, 
namely, releasing “the elements of the new society” (CW, 
22:335). Marx first introduced his CGP organizational 
principle of a new unity of life and labor in 1844 as the 
determinate character of being human. Humanity’s 
species character is human activity as free, conscious, 
life-affirming activity in contrast to labor as a mere 
means to life (CW, 3:276). 

This concept of labor is not limited to what is 
commonly called the labor movement, a self-identity 
SMR disparages as being part of capitalism, the 
dismantling of which demands new theoretical “tools.” 

This concept is labor as human activity, in 
distinction from alienated labor under capitalism 
as well as all the pre-capitalist forms in which labor 
is “mediated by the community.” Neither of these, as 
Marx restates his founding principle in the Grundrisse 
(an early draft of Capital), develops “human power as 
such... an end in itself... in the absolute movement of 
becoming” (CW, 28:412). Marx’s concept of labor, as he 
made clear in 1844, is not unilinear or unidimensional. 
It is rather all the ways humans materially and 
spiritually reproduce their humanity as free conscious 
beings. Indeed, the most fundamental relation is man/ 
woman (CW, 3:296). 

Beginning in 1844 from 
his concept of human activity, 
Marx reengaged Hegel’s dialectic 
directly, calling the “dialectic 
of negativity as [the] moving 
and creating principle” the 
Phenomenology’s final result 
and greatest achievement, which 
“grasps the essence of labor and 
conceives of objective humans... 
as the result of their own labor” 
(CW, 3:332-33). Further, Hegel’s 
dialectic of negativity is not just 
total opposition but is “negation 
of the negation” which Marx calls 
“positive humanism beginning 
from itself’ (CW, 3:341-42). 

Positive humanism is a mediating negative 
self-relation that finally goes beyond external 
“mediations” like collective property or atheism 
in which one is still defined by what one opposes. 
Hegel’s way of expressing this at the end of the 
Phenomenology was to show that totally new 
beginnings can arise only when the movement 
becomes a “ conscious , self -mediating process” 
(para. 808 ). 

The most refreshing aspect of SMR is that its 
“Conclusions” confront the seemingly impossible but 
necessary task of addressing now: what kind of new 
human being can work out coordination after a total 
revolutionary break with capitalism? SMR notes the 
“paradox” of trying to solve the coordination problem on 
the basis of what we are now, since new beginnings that 
rupture the old differentiate into new differences (247). 2 

That speaks even louder for the dialectic of negation 
of the negation as the humanist principle which never 
changes but is open to new ways of developing our 
humanity, that is, is never exhausted in particular 
moments of unity in difference whether one speaks of 
capitalism or the reach for new unities in forms, like 
the Commune, Councils, a Solidarity Union, etc. 

Philosophy as dialectical mediation is a crucial 
link to working out the new, which cannot be, as 
SMR claims, only a “practical problem” that “must be 
theorized within the struggle.” It is rather a movement 
from theory that both challenges the movement from 
practice to realize its full potential and articulates that 
potential as the conscious practice of the dialectic itself. 

To stop at total opposition to, or abolition of, existing 
mediations, misses the essential movement that it is 
not from but through mediation that one gets to both 
rupture and recognizing the new, not as a ready to hand 
given but as having emerged from within. 

Nothing is more crucial for addressing the problem 
of “what happens after” the revolution than the dialectic 
in and for itself, which means mediation that recognizes 
itself as such. Only then will a total break with the 
past, a total discontinuity, be as well a continuity with 
the whole course of human development. 

2. For an in-depth discussion of how Hegel confronted this 
paradox, see “Harris’s Paradox and Dunayevskaya’s New 
Beginning: Can Hegel’s Method Shape a New Unity of 
Theory and Practice?” CLIO 32:3 (Spring, 2003), 303-330. 
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THE SYRIAN REVOLUTION AS TEST OF WORLD POLITICS 



I have been active in a number of 
student groups around labor and wom- 
en’s issues. We always talk about “inter- 
sectionality” and recognizing different 
struggles. Somehow that didn’t seem to 
apply, though, when it came to the Syr- 
ian Revolution. Suddenly people didn’t 
want to talk about it. I have noticed 
that when people did support us, they 
tended to be Marxists. The Lead in the 
Nov. -Dec. News & Letters (“The Syrian 
Revolution as the test of 
world politics”) was good, 
and very comprehensive. 

I was happy to read some- 
thing that makes me feel 
less alone. Syrian woman 
Texas 

I liked the Lead’s 
unique perspective on Syria. The U.S. 
and Iran reached a “Grand” bargain re- 
garding Iran’s nuclear program. What 
was sacrificed in this bargain was Syria. 
Apparently, Iran would remain a great 
player in Syria, hence in Lebanon, in re- 
turn for a regime of total nuclear inspec- 
tion plus a minor lifting of the sanctions. 
Iran is now invited to the next round of 
Geneva talks, which aims at maintain- 
ing Syria’s pillars of power in any tran- 
sitional arrangement, apparently with 
Assad still at the helm! Raha 

Bay Area 

I was asked why I became so active 
in support of the Syrian people’s strug- 
gle. It’s because seeing the courage, the 
endurance, the love, and all the other 
great qualities that the people in the 
Revolution have shown me, has taught 
me for the first time what it means to 
be human. What I do for them is really 
very little. What they do for me is be- 
yond measure. American activist 

Illinois 

Some say that the “Israel lobby” is 
keeping President Obama from sending 
aid to the Syrian rebels. But it’s more 
than that. It’s also Arab governments 
like Saudi Arabia, who are afraid that 
the fight for freedom will spread among 
their own people. That should be recog- 
nized. Syrian American 

Illinois 

*** 

I find it highly unlikely that even the 
monomaniacal Bashar al-Assad would 


use sarin gas on his people the day a UN 
mission to investigate the use of poison 
gas lands in Damascus. Assad’s immedi- 
ate agreement to the elimination of all 
chemical weapons stockpiles is further 
proof that he and his regime weren’t the 
perpetrators in this case. Rand Gould 

Michigan 

One of the best reporters covering 
Middle East issues is Borzou Daragahi. 

So his opinion of the UN’s 
decision to stop counting 
the number of dead in 
Syria should carry a lot 
of weight. They claim it is 
too hard to do because of 
the fighting. He wrote in 
response, “Bullshit. The 
UN had no problem keep- 
ing a monthly tally of casualty figures in 
Iraq during the worst years of the war. 
This is a political decision to appease 
Bashar, whom the UN needs in order to 
pretend that it’s delivering help to peo- 
ple.” Gerry Emmett 

Chicago 


BENEATH THE WHEELS 

Chuck Roth, suffering from liver 
and artery disease and unable to 
walk, was evicted from Astor House in 
Chicago on Dec. 13 and sent to Stroger 
Hospital. He was on life support the next 
day and died on Dec. 18. Many tenants 
had suffered years of mold, rodents, 
bedbugs and flooding, only 
to see the building bought 
by BJB Properties, which 
dumped them and their 
belongings on the street 
while renovating the building 
to jack up the rents for 
new, affluent, mostly white 
tenants. Northside Action 
for Justice and Communities 
United Against Foreclosure 
and Eviction packed the courtroom for 
the next hearing on Roth’s eviction, and 
held a candlelight vigil in his memory. 
Chuck Roth — killed by gentrification! 

Anti-eviction activist 
Chicago 

Just before Thanksgiving, 200 
people marched to oppose an L.A. City 
Council move to ban feeding the home- 


less in the street. A homeless man told 
me of mistreatment of homeless people 
at feeding centers and shelters, such as 
waking people by shouting the F-word 
at them. “House keys, not handcuffs!” 
we chanted. It is easy to make motions 
sitting in plush offices in City Hall to 
support the businesses of this rich city. 
What is the use of an economic system 
that cannot provide facilities for the 
homeless to eat, or even pee? Hunger is 
not a crime! 

Teacher 
Los Angeles 

*** 

Judge Shira Scheindlin, a federal 
judge in New York City, after months 
of testimony, found the “stop-and-frisk” 
program of the NY Police Department 
violated the Fourth Amendment by 
authorizing illegal searches of innocent 
people. Close to 90% of those stopped 
were Black or Latino youth, and the vast 
majority of stops produced no evidence 
of criminal conduct. Mayor Bloomberg, 
Police Commissioner Kelly, the cops’ 
union and the tabloid press reacted with 
anger and dark warnings of rampant 
criminality. But people of color and 
progressives celebrated the judge’s 
ruling. Revolutionary 

Queens 

A new aggressive breed 
of “entrepreneurs” has set- 
tled in San Francisco, with 
lots of attitude. Some are 
working on automation tech- 
nology to replace living work- 
ers, including those in the 
restaurant industry. Others 
have established semi-legal 
taxi operations working from 
cell phone “apps” and using private driv- 
ers, who are not trained and who lack 
adequate insurance. On New Year’s 
Eve, a driver for Uber, one such service, 
killed a six-year-old girl, Sofia Lui, in a 
crosswalk, but since the driver did not 
have a passenger in the vehicle at the 
time, he was not covered by insurance, 
and Uber will not take responsibility for 
the death. 

D. Cheneville 
Oakland 


YOUTH, RELIGION & PATRIARCHY 

Christian Nation presents a 
frightening possibility. (See “Christian 
Nation,” Nov.-Dee. N&L.) Some people 
in my family are home schooling their 
children, indoctrinating them to have 
a Christian fundamentalist biblical 
worldview instead of encouraging 
truly human concepts such as critical 
thinking and liberation. They hope that 
their family is a part of the movement 
to populate the earth with likeminded 
people. Youth are key to the religious 
right. My hope is that all people will 
reject the oppressions of the religious 
Right and, instead, work for a humane 
world. 

Rejected fundamentalist Christianity 
Midwest 


DON’T DRINK THE POISON 

An industry spilled a chemical 
called MCHM into the Elk River, the 
source of drinking water in and around 
Charleston, W.Va. A friend of mine in 
Charleston said, “The best one could say 
is that this is really embarrassing. As 
yet, I see no limit to the worst one could 
say...” When the Governor declared it 
safe to drink again, he did not mention 
that no study has ever been done to de- 
termine whether it causes cancer or 
birth defects. There are 80,000 chemi- 
cals in use that have not been tested for 
safety. Environmentalist 

Southern California 


WHY THIS NEWSPAPER? 

N&L as a revolutionary journal 
is very much true to its beginning, 
providing a space where the voices of 
the lower stratum can be heard and not 
separate from voices of intellectuals. 
The relationship of those diverse voices 
is indispensable to the working out of a 
coherent theory of liberation. The paper 
is the necessary intersection where 
diverse people can meet and engage in a 
much needed discussion and have their 
subjectivities respected. 

There needs to be a critical engage- 
ment with the philosophy of Marxist- 
Humanism because of its dialectical 
method. Real human emancipation does 
not materialize by simply counterposing 
what one is against but through positive 
humanism beginning from itself. What 
is sorely absent in other left-wing for- 
mations is the fundamental grasp of the 
ceaseless movement of thought as the 
active agent of history. 

Faruq 

Crescent City, Calif. 

Because of the age of computers, 
papers are becoming a thing of the past. 
Prisons like the one I’m in do not provide 
computers. Few papers that do come in 
are so filled with the real deal that’s 
going on in the world. You will not find 
any of the truth in those papers that I 
can find from reading N&L. It’s very 
important that someone stand up and 
tell it like it is and not sell out to the 
corporations. It’s the little people who 
have always made the changes that had 
to be made in this world. I only wish my 
eyes were as open years before I came 
into this place like they are open now, 
but it’s not where you start in life, it’s 
how you end. If I ever become a free man 
again, I will give my time to help you 
keep doing the work that you do for “us.” 

Prisoner 
Mt. Sterling, III. 

The Who We Are statement on the 
bottom of page 12 is to show we’re not 
just a paper but also an organization. 
The relationship between the newspaper 
and being a member of News and Letters 
Committees is very organic for me. I 
practice Marxist-Humanism by eliciting 
people’s voices and developing articles 
for the paper. Having a paper gave me 
a structure and an organizational life. 
That showed me how that is different 
from just attending a demonstration as 
an individual. Now a lot of organizations 
are based on the idea that they can 
be a forum for people to express what 
is on their minds. What makes News 
and Letters Committees different is 
the work on developing a philosophy of 
liberation. It is not enough to publish 
people’s thoughts, but to engage their 
thinking, for example with prisoners, 
developing further: “We want to be 
validated as human.” A philosophy of 
liberation engages a movement so it can 
develop. That may be easy to say but is 
hard to practice. Urszula Wislanka 

Oakland, Calif. 

Although there is much to be 
criticized in “What Is To Be Done” the 
section on the newspaper as a collective 
organizer is well worth reading. No 
matter what else, Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks always had a paper. It is 
important to recognize that we can learn 
from them in this regard. I also agree 
with you on the need to better utilize 
the paper to help the organization grow. 
The fact that News & Letters publishes 
six times a year in the world today is 
nothing short of a miracle. Every issue 
is a seed being planted for revolution. 

Michael Gilbert 
New York City 


WAR AGAINST ABORTION IS WAR AGAINST WOMEN 


A pedestrian walking by our clinic 
summed up the absurdity of anti-abor- 
tionists: “Why would you take life ad- 
vice from someone screaming standing 
on a sidewalk corner?!” 

A.H., Clinic escort 
Midwest 

Here’s my favorite quote from 
our favorite protester this morn- 
ing “I bet you guys voted for that 
Halfrican American Obama!” 

What is wrong with this guy? 

B.B., Clinic escort 
Illinois 

It looks like the Supreme Court 
is going to strike down buffer zones 
around clinics that offer abortions. 
Justice Antonin Scalia again proved 
his disingenuousness: “These people,” 
talking about anti-abortion fanatics, 
“don’t want to protest abortion. They 
want to talk to the women who are 
about to get abortions and try to talk 
them out of it.” The hell they do. Pic- 
ture this: A young woman trying to get 
to the clinic door and 10 to 50 protest- 
ers getting in her way. She has to try 
to walk around them and each time 
they get in her way again, all the time 
screaming in her face. These protesters 
scream, push, threaten. If they could 
kill the woman without harming her 
fetus, some of them would. They be- 
lieve they are called by god to save “ba- 
bies,” so that just about anything goes. 
If you want to know about the real 
abortion wars, talk to those wonder- 
ful women and men who escort women 


past the screaming, praying mob to the 
clinic door. It’s unbelievable what they 
endure. Terry Moon 

Chicago 

I received a holiday card from a 
woman I met online years ago. She 
thought we who escort women into 
clinics past lines of fanatic anti- 
abortionists don’t hear it often 
enough and wished she had said 
thank you when she visited her 
clinic. She wrote: “Thank you 
so much for being an escort. As 
someone who has had to walk 
near those people, I wanted to let 
you know that people like you really do 
make a difference.” She signed it with 
a little drawn heart. C.C. 

Evanston, III. 

Supporters of the “Abortion Insur- 
ance Opt-Out Act” argue that it allows 
people who oppose abortion to avoid 
paying into a plan that covers it. What 
the hell? Maybe I don’t want to pay for 
a plan that covers alternative health 
practices. Maybe I don’t want to pay 
into a plan that covers fertility treat- 
ments. Or prostate health coverage. 
After all, I don’t need that. Oh, WAIT. I 
don’t have to use every service that my 
medical insurance covers. I can limit 
my choices to the kind of medical de- 
cisions that I want to make for myself 
and other people can do the same. That 
is, unless I work in Michigan and the 
medical decision I want to make for 
myself is abortion. Clinic escort 

Minnesota 
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ENVIRONMENT UNDER THREAT 

Recently I attended a talk near 
Berkeley, Calif., by a retired professor 
about the effect of environmental 
damage on political instability in the 
Middle East. He spoke disparagingly of 
Arab countries, 
but was full of 
praise for Israeli 
technology 
and “adaptive 
science.” He 
stated that 

autocracy was 
the best way to confront problems, 
including overpopulation. At this point, 
a woman in the audience challenged 
him, pointing out that if women had 
full control of their lives, the runaway 
birthrate would end. Some people in 
the room applauded, most smiled with 
approval, and Mr. Speaker was visibly 
taken off guard. 

On energy sources he said that more 
research needed to be done on hydraulic 
fracturing. I asked if I had heard him 
correctly, that he supported fracking? 
He hastily said no, but continued, saying 
“all possibilities need to be explored.” 
Afterward, most of the audience 
expressed disappointment with him, 
especially the women, and were glad he 
had been challenged. 

Revolutionary 

California 

Did you read Melville’s description 
of the death of a whale? They’re going 
to be gone due to sonar, pollution, the 
garbage gyre, and radiation leaks into 
their home. When I fear the loss of any 
cetacean species, every time I think, 
“We hardly knew ye.” We’re killing 
off our mental cousins. It is so beyond 
stewardship of the earth to kill a whale. 

Thinking mammal 
Utah 

After delivering humanitarian aid 
to Fukushima Daiichi and getting can- 
cer or other diseases, over 70 sailors 
from the USS Ronald Reagan are su- 
ing the Japanese for. Couldn’t the U.S. 
Navy afford a geiger counter? It’s be- 
yond imagination that they didn’t have 
the wherewithal to assess the situation 


these young people were getting into. 
That the Japanese government and 
nuclear industry are both bad actors is 
another thing that cannot have been a 
mystery to the Navy. Anti-nuke 

Midwest 


COMMUNIST-BASED FORTUNES 

A recent news story said five of the 
world’s ten richest people came from two 
families, the Kochs and the Waltons. 
What’s even more interesting is to con- 
sider what both those family fortunes 
have in common: Communism! The 
Walton fortune derives from Wal-Mart, 
with its dependence on Chinese labor to 
keep production costs down and profits 
up. They import more Chinese products 
than do big countries like Russia or Ger- 
many. The Koch brothers family fortune, 
on the other hand, derives from their 
father’s building of Stalin’s Russian oil 
industry in the 1930s. You might say it’s 
ironic, but I’d call it state-capitalism in 
action. Wide-eyed 

Illinois 


THE REAL VIETNAM SYNDROME 

It is a measure of the depth of the 
ruling class’s collective guilt and remorse 
over their Vietnam War disaster, that 
whenever the memory of President 
Kennedy is invoked, almost invariably 
the first question asked is, “What would 
Kennedy have done in Vietnam if he 
had not been assassinated?” Given the 
Cold War politics of the time, Kennedy, a 
Democrat, would have had to have proved 
that he was “tough on communism.” 

The U.S. achieved a towering stature 
during World War II, yet behaved like 
Nazis in Vietnam, losing its stature as a 
“beacon” to the “free world.” Our country 
has never truly come to grips with the 
legacy of that war and it is still haunting 
us today. We should emulate Germany 
and their efforts to come to terms with 
their legacy of Nazism. 

Retired Postal Worker 
Battle Creek, Mich. 


PHILOSOPHIC DIALOGUE 

A young man with whom I rode to a 
prison support action in Corcoran, was 
thrilled with the essay on “Communiza- 
tion theory and its discontents truncate 
Marx’s dialectic” (July-Aug. 2013 N&L). 
He said they are translating commu- 
nization theory in Santa Cruz, where 
it’s the latest “ultra-left” theory, but he 
agreed that it subsumes the particular 
subject. He raised Althusser’s Struc- 
turalism as a way to reveal the particu- 
larity behind each subject. I discussed 
Althusser’s objection to Chapter One of 
Capital and how Raya Dunayevskaya 
singled out that chapter as crucial to 
“the dialectic structure of Capital when 
Stalin ordered it not to be taught. The 
dialectic of Capital is open to all the new 
passions and forces; far from subsuming 
the concrete, it is how the concrete sub- 
ject — the human being fighting for free- 
dom — moves. Marxist-Humanism not 
only supports all forces fighting for free- 
dom, but also the single dialectic struc- 
ture of the multidimensional struggle to 
be whole. Ron Kelch 

Oakland, Calif. 


FROM BEHIND THE BARS 

I’ve been 
confined in an 
isolation unit 
in California 
for more than 
40 years. 

Your dynamic 
publication 
keeps me 
duly informed on the national and 
international issues that surround the 
world. Thank you for the good job and 
please continue my donor subscription. 

Prisoner 
Pelican Bay, Calif. 

N&L is excellent and informative! 
Information and views expressed not 
found in mainstream media. I share 
your publication with the seven others 
here with me in solitary confinement. I 
am one of the hunger strikers at Pelican 
Bay State Prison who did the whole 59 
days and a member of the class action. 
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Your coverage of our struggle and 
prisoner issues is appreciated. 

Prisoner 
Pelican Bay, Calif. 

*** 

I like reading about what is hap- 
pening all over the world. Having been 
in this place for over two decades, I know 
what it is like to be oppressed, held 
down and treated like you are nothing, 
like you’re unimportant, like your opin- 
ion means nothing. So I relate to a lot 
of what these people are going through. 
Thank you very much for this donation 
for my sub. Prisoner 

Angelton, Texas 

I’m a white man incarcerated in 
California. For over 30 years I’ve been 
in the Security Housing Unit, solitary 
confinement, the “Hole.” Name changes 
over the years, only the circumstances 
get worse. The “system” doesn’t discrim- 
inate once you are in here. Only recently 
eyes are being opened to the greed and 
corruption of the prison system here and 
across the country. Thank you for dis- 
tributing the news of our progress as it 
happens. Prisoner 

Pelican Bay, Calif. 

Thank you for the subscription to 
News & Letters. The articles and reports 
on current events and world politics 
are very enlightening and educational. 
Furthermore, everyone around me who I 
share your newsletter with, appreciates 
the coverage you’ve done on our Hunger 
Strike and struggle behind these walls. 

It’d be greatly appreciated if you 
can keep me on your subscription list for 
future issues. Lastly, if possible, maybe 
someone on the prisoner fund list could 
send me a copy of the pamphlet on the 
Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers. 

Prisoner 
Pelican Bay, Calif. 


TO OUR READERS: Can you do- 
nate $5, the price of a subscription, 
for a prisoner who cannot pay for 
one? It will be shared with many 
others. A donation of $8 pays for a 
subscription plus the Pelican Bay 
Hunger Strikers pamphlet to be 
sent to a prisoner. 
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Syrian revolution ‘brought us together’ 


continued from p. 1 

were in prison. When the Arab Spring started, we first 
began making protest signs. The first protests in north- 
ern Syria were in Kafranbel, May 5, 2011. The regime 
responded by treating it as an occupied area — burning 
houses, killing people; 1,700 soldiers closed down the 
civilian infrastructure, at- 
tempting to destroy it. 

On Aug. 12, the Kaf- 
ranbel Free Syrian Army 
formed and started fight- 
ing. They pushed Assad’s 
army out of town. We 
changed our signs from 
“Occupied Kafranbel” to 
“Liberated Kafranbel.” 

Assad still terrorized us 
from the sky, though. One 
day I saw an old woman 
and two children martyred 
by the bombs. I could smell 
the blood. 

Last Thursday the re- 
gime bombed the bazaar. 

Twenty-six people died. There was one 50-year-old 
woman who was completely gone. We only knew she 
was a martyr. 

Why do they call Kafranbel the “light of the Revo- 
lution”? Because we are organized. That is key. We 
started out with only three people, then, when we grew 
to 15, we designated different tasks. We held the first 
democratic election in Free Syria. 

One of the earliest things we had was a media of- 
fice. There was myself; Ahmad, the artist who draws 
the banners; and one person who was in charge of the 
equipment. We got donations and started a bureau for 
handling them. Not just one person, but a team. 

We also opened a bureau of human statistics to 
keep track of people killed, houses burned, and so on. 
After 50 years of the Baathist regime we were learning 


San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas, Mexico— The end 

of 2013 and the beginning of 2014 marked the 30th an- 
niversary of the founding of the EZLN (the Zapatista 
Army of National Liberation) and the 20th anniversary 
of the Jan. 1, 1994, rebellion, when the Zapatistas went 
public. The double celebration was part of a new mo- 
ment in the Zapatista resistance and struggle for au- 
tonomy — the experience of the Zapatista Little School 
(la escuelita zapatista). 

When has any social movement facing “bad govern- 
ment” on the federal, state and local levels, as well as 
continual threats from paramilitary groups, chosen to 
open their doors to thousands of social activists from 
Mexico and countries around the world to come and 
live with the Indigenous communities in resistance and 
learn about “Freedom according to the Zapatistas”? 

Between 1,000 and 2,000 students (we, the social 
activists who had come to Chiapas to participate) 
traveled from San Cristobal to one of five regions of 
the Zapatista territories. I arrived at the Morelia 
region (Caricol 4) with several hundred others in a bus 
caravan. We were greeted by hundreds of Indigenous 
Zapatistas from dozens of communities. Each of us was 
met by a guardian who would be our individual tutor- 
teacher-companion for five days. 

The next morning was a large assembly where more 
than a dozen Zapatista teachers explained the central 
concepts of autonomy for the Zapatista communities 
including: (1) Councils of Good Government (Juntas 
de Buen Gobierno) at the regional level as well as 
municipal and local governing bodies, all independent 
of the Mexican government. (2) Construction of an 



to take care of ourselves. After all the lies we’ve been 
taught there’s probably a little of Assad in each of our 
heads. We need to work on bringing ourselves together. 

We publish a human rights journal. We broadcast 
a daily news report, as well as a two-hour daily show 
devoted to women’s issues and a Muslim program. We 

also have a children’s 
show of songs and 
stories. We put mail 
buckets around town 
for kids to write 
in suggestions for 
what we should talk 
about. 

There is a wom- 
en’s center where 
women can learn 
skills and study 
English, and also a 
women’s journal. On 
Dec. 28, ISIL (Is- 
lamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant, an al 
Qaeda affiliate) went 
into the Kafranbel media center, ransacked our offices, 
and kidnapped colleagues. The next day they came, too. 
They especially objected to the women’s program. 

This stirred the young activists. They coordinated 
with the Free Syrian Army (FSA) and stood up to ISIL. 
The FSA has been pushing ISIL out. 

Through everything we keep protesting and orga- 
nizing. There is hope! When you’ve seen the light you 
can’t go back to the darkness. What kind of Syria do we 
want, though? Democracy will take a lot of work. How 
will we do it? 

We hope that Americans will see the Syrian Revo- 
lution for what it is. We aren’t terrorists. We aren’t sec- 
tarian — we work with Christians, Alawites, and Druze 
against Assad. All groups have stepped up to be non- 
violent activists, just like us. 


autonomous education system. (3) A healthcare system 
including centers in many of the communities and larger 
clinics, staffed with community members who had 
taken workshops on different aspects of healthcare. (4) 
The role of women who make up 50% of all the different 
commissions, from governing bodies to education and 
health commissions. There is an insistence on full 
participation of women in all the administrative work 
which the Zapatistas strive to implement. (5) Collective 
work on recuperated lands from the 1994 rebellion. 

After the assembly came the heart and soul of the 
Little School, which was to experience the life and labor 
of the families in the community for three days. I lived 
in San Miguel, a Tzotzile community. 

Although the Zapatistas have striven to 
implement equality of women in all administrative 
tasks, within the family there remains a strong 
sexual division of labor. In my family, the women 
were the first up, grinding corn, building the 
fire, and preparing the breakfast. They cared for 
the children while cleaning, collecting firewood, 
going for water, washing the cloths in a nearby 
stream, preparing lunch and later dinner. 

With our guardians we had study sessions on 
“Freedom according to the Zapatistas”: two books 
on their autonomous form of government, one on the 
participation of women in the autonomous government, 
and one on autonomous resistance. These books were 
not written by intellectuals, Subcomandante Marcos or 
others. Rather, the experience and thought of members 
of the Indigenous Zapatista communities in resistance 
was recorded, transcribed and presented. (Books in 
Spanish can be found at: www.proyectoambulante.org/ 
index. php/noticias/nacionales/item/2612-cuadernos- 
del-curso-la-libertad-segun-l-s-zapatistas). 

Discussing the book with my guardian was 
insightful. He has lived this autonomy and added his 
experience to the books. Living with a family and having 
a chance to listen to a father speak of conversations 
with his grandmother about the conditions of near 
slavery for the Indigenous 100 and more years ago, as 
well as stories of his own life when he grew up without 
access to schools, gave me a feeling of what it means to 
struggle and live in autonomy today in the Zapatista 
communities. 

Three moments standout for me in my experience 
at the Little School: (1) The incredible self-organization 
and self-discipline of the Zapatista Indigenous to build 
and live in their communities, and to be able to carry 
out the Little Schools for thousands of participants. 
(2) The creativity in practice and thought of the 
communities recorded in the four books of the Little 
School — the voices from below in reflection. (3) What 
cannot so easily be expressed in words, but can be felt 
in one’s heart, is when the experience of Zapatistas 
constructing their “new world,” their freedom and 
dignity, is before all of one’s senses while living briefly 
in their communities. — Eugene Walker 


Kansas City confronts 
anti-immigrant Nazis 

Kansas City, Mo. — More than 300 people of all races 
came out to confront a handful of Nazis who had an- 
nounced a rally in the front of the Jackson County 
Courthouse here on Nov. 9. Racists of the National So- 
cialist Movement labeled themselves as anti-immigrant 
warriors and took delight that it was the 75th anniver- 
sary of the night of an anti-Semitic wave of killings and 
terror in Hitler’s Germany called Kristallnacht. 

Their ravings were made possible courtesy of ex- 
cessive police protection. Anti-Nazi demonstrators, in- 
cluding the Latino Council of Kansas City, were blocked 
across the street behind barricades and a line of mount- 
ed police. 

In the late 1970s the National Socialist Movement 
attempted to establish a permanent storefront head- 
quarters in Southwest Detroit. Members of News and 
Letters Committees began a series of daily confronta- 
tions that included community residents, leftists and 
Holocaust survivors. 

Months of daily demonstrations forced the 
Nazi headquarters out of the neighborhood and 
out of two more white, working-class neighbor- 
hoods at a time when racists in Detroit were 
blaming Blacks, Arabs and Asians for disappear- 
ing auto factory jobs. 

Along the Missouri-Kansas state line people are 
still conscious of the Border War divisions of a century 
ago. You can find Confederate flags at sporting events 
and sometimes positive regard for pro-slavery Quant- 
rill’s Raiders. The hundreds of anti-Nazi protesters 
show we have far more young people who are the suc- 
cessors of the Free Staters and John Brown. 

— Bob McGuire 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

led by working women, one woman labor activist, Saud 
Omar, said of the new Constitution, that it “contains 
many of the same labor violations contained in the 
Muslim Brotherhood’s 2012 Constitution.” 

Its provisions include protection for the continuing 
use of child labor, the use of forced labor, and restric- 
tions on the right to form unions. There is also a pro- 
vision for civilians being tried in military courts. This 
codifies what has already been happening, as the mili- 
tary crackdown on the Muslim Brotherhood is accom- 
panied by the repression of secular activists. 
STATE-CAPITALISM & COUNTER-REVOLUTION 

The Egyptian military has reserved to itself a lead- 
ing role, and General Sisi is expected to run for Presi- 
dent. The state security apparatus, acting as mediator 
between the citizen and the demands of world capital- 
ism, is a form of state-capitalism. 

The Egyptian military, funded by the U.S. and Gulf 
states, has tried, relatively speaking, to do this with a 
velvet glove — when compared to Syria’s Assad or Libya’s 
Qaddafi. But they hold every counter-revolutionary 
method in reserve: at the same time that they outlaw 
and attack the Muslim Brotherhood, and jail other ac- 
tivists, the military is courting the even more funda- 
mentalist Nour party — also funded by the Saudis. 
REVOLUTION VS. IMPERIALIST WORLD 

The legacy of Tahrir Square is understood differ- 
ently by the masses and the rulers. After the lessons 
of the Arab Spring, it is no longer possible for revolu- 
tionaries to think only in terms of what one is against, 
without projecting at the same time what one is fight- 
ing for. For that, philosophy is indispensable. 

The oppressive powers, Marx pointed out during 
the Paris Commune, might be united by their common 
interest in counter-revolution. Lenin made the same 
point in his book on imperialism — the imperialist pow- 
ers might fight one another to the death one moment, 
and be united against a revolution the next. 

Issues in each country go beyond local conditions 
to include such universal questions as the role of state 
power vs. non-state social organizations, in the spirit of 
Tahrir Square; of the necessity for women’s freedom to 
be integral to the overthrow of capitalist relations; and 
of the absolute need for international perspectives, from 
the start, in revolution. Without a philosophy of revolu- 
tion in permanence, these truths can be buried in the 
struggle against counter-revolution. 

In Egypt, in Syria, everywhere, the Arab Spring 
has begun to inspire a rebirth of revolutionary phi- 
losophy. This is still in its early stages, and sometimes 
barely conscious of itself. It must become self-conscious 
in order to solidify and continue to develop. The hero- 
ism of the masses — who have done everything humanly 
possible to push forward the idea and reality of free- 
dom — can be lost if the new and deeper understanding 
of our human reality the masses have created is not 
made explicit. If they haven’t yet been able to complete 
their revolutions, the masses have pointed toward a 
method and direction by which that completeness can 
develop. 



Syrians at Chicago meeting expressing solidarity with Boston bombing victims. 


La escuelita zapatista (Zapatista Little School) 
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Prison privatization is a crime 


Lapeer, Mich. — On Dec. 1, Aramark Correctional 
Services will begin running Food Service for the Michi- 
gan Department of Corrections (MDOC), creating an- 
other sector of low- wage workers in Michigan. Instead 
of rewarding MDOC Food Service employees for their 
years of loyal service, the state of Michigan took away 
their decent-paying jobs with benefits and gave them 
the choice of quitting or working for Aramark at the 
poverty wage of $10 per hour. In a state struggling with 
a high unemployment rate and flooded with low-wage 
dead-end jobs, 60,000 in the fast-food sector in the met- 
ro Detroit area alone, why would the state government 
choose to add to these statistics? 

Michigan’s ill-advised MDOC privatization in- 
cludes Corizon Inc. (Health Service), Keefe Commis- 
sary Network (Prisoner Store) and, now, Aramark 
(Food Service). They are middlemen with their hands 
in taxpayers’ pockets, the pockets of their employees, 
prisoners and their families. They offer little or nothing 
in return for the millions of dollars they skim, except 
bribes disguised as cam- 
paign donations and the 
occasional kickbacks in 
return for contracts. Not 
one of them is a Michi- 
gan-based business. 

Corizon formerly 
was Correctional Medi- 
cal Services Inc. (CMS), 
whose failure to provide 
adequate healthcare to 
Michigan prisoners was 
exposed in August 2006. 

Then-governor Jennifer 
Granholm had to conduct 
an independent review, 
which resulted in CMS’s 
replacement by Prison 
Health Services Inc. (PHS). CMS then just merged with 
PHS, changing its name to Corizon. Keefe is infamous 
for taking over prisoner stores and price gouging. Ara- 
mark has a well-documented history of so underbidding 
DOC contracts that they have to cut prisoner meals 
down to a near bread and water diet in order to turn 
a profit. See David M. Reutter, “Aramark Discontin- 
ues, Loses Food Service Contracts,” Prison Legal News 
(PL AO, Oct. 2009, pp. 36-37. 

Aramark’s plan, in part, relies on prisoners feed- 
ing themselves by buying the egregiously overpriced 
garbage sold in prisoner stores operated by Keefe’s 
kickback and bribery specialists. See David M. Reutter, 
“Florida DOC and Keefe Gouge Prisoners on Commis- 


sary Sales,” PLN, Oct. 2009, p. 25; and “Florida: Two 
Men Sentenced in Prison Canteen Kickback Scheme,” 
PLN, Oct. 2012, p. 40. 

For a private corporation to take over a 
publicly funded operation in Michigan, such as 
MDOC Food Service, there has to be a saving for 
the state. MDOC Food Service’s reportedly feeds 
prisoners at a cost of $1.65 per day, an unbeliev- 
ably low figure, unless one has eaten the food, as 
I have. 

Incredibly, Aramark claims it can feed prisoners for 
even less, yet they needed $2.76 per prisoner per day to 
feed Oakland County Jail prisoners in 2011 according 
to Undersheriff Michael McCabe. See Chris Christoff, 
“What Snyder may try to cut,” The Detroit Free Press, 
1/16/11, 5A. 

The harm inflicted by Aramark will be almost 
immediate. Aramark is advertising for food service 
employees at $10 per hour — a poverty wage that will 
increase the smuggling of tobacco and drugs into Mich- 
igan’s prisons, resulting 
in further loss of control 
in prisons where control 
is already critical. It’s 
well documented that 
corrections employees 
are responsible for over 
90% of contraband smug- 
gled into prison and un- 
derpaying them serves to 
incentivize their smug- 
gling. 

The atrociously in- 
adequate healthcare pro- 
vided by Corizon might 
take more time to mani- 
fest. Diagnosed colorec- 
tal, prostate and skin 
cancers remain untreated for years, diagnosed hernias 
will remain intentionally untreated, with patients’ in- 
testines protruding through their abdominal walls, un- 
til they strangulate, while pain management is nonex- 
istent, etc. Corizon’s business model is to provide little 
or no healthcare until sued, and then offer lowball set- 
tlements to prisoners or deceased prisoners’ estates. In 
Corizon’s eyes prisoners’ lives aren’t worth very much, 
and certainly not worth adversely affecting their bot- 
tom line. Eventually, Corizon will bail out with their 
bank accounts swollen at state taxpayers’ expense, as 
will Aramark and Keefe, and the taxpayers will end up 
footing the bill for an aged and poorly cared for prisoner 
population. — Rand Gould 



Solidarity with Guantanamo hunger strikers 


(continued from last issue) 

The argument that, with the destruction of the Tal- 
iban state, the nature of the conflict has changed, leads 
the U.S. into murky legal waters. The U.S. has unfor- 
tunately replicated the arguments of the British gov- 
ernment during their prosecution of the Second Boer 
War of 1899-1902, where, following the destruction of 
the Orange Free State and the Transvaal Republic, 
Britain reclassified Boer soldiers as “rebels” who were 
thus ineligible for any legal niceties they had previously 
enjoyed as subjects of a recognized government. Even 
worse, in its attempts to deal with ongoing resistance, 
Britain adopted extreme measures — even tunneling 
citizens of the two former states into vast concentration 
camps — where the families of those who continued to 
fight British domination were subjected to particularly 
harsh measures as punishment for ongoing resistance. 

The name “detention center” hardly describes the 
true role of Guantanamo Bay. Joseph Sweeney, in a pa- 
per written for the Fordham International Law Journal 
in 2006, holds that the facility really constitutes a “per- 
manent warehouse for men expected to be sources of 
intelligence over an indefinite period.” 

Sweeney casts doubt over the legitimacy of the 
U.S. presence at Guantanamo, citing Article 52 of the 
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (VCLT) re- 
garding the validity of a treaty obtained through coer- 
cion. Article 52 may give grounds for invalidating trea- 
ties obtained in the wake of military action, including 
U.S. control over Guantanamo just five years after the 
expulsion of Spanish forces from Cuba. The real legal 
issue, however, lies in Guantanamo’s conversion from 
naval station to interrogation and, let’s be honest, tor- 
ture facility. 

U.S.’s supposed adherence to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the 
Convention against Torture, make the treatment 
of the Guantanamo Bay prisoners plainly illegal. 
Equivocations on whether such treatment is tor- 
ture will not be engaged with, as anyone claim- 
ing that beatings, food and sleep deprivation, 
and waterboarding do not constitute “cruel, in- 
human” or “degrading” punishment, is morally 
vacant and best ignored. 


If we ask Yasiin Bey after his demonstrative ordeal 
as to whether force-feeding was torture, he would not 
hesitate. The UN has condemned U.S. actions. In May 
a number of officials, from the UN Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention to the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights, lashed out at the U.S. response to 
the hunger strikers, citing force-feeding as illegitimate 
and denouncing the indefinite holding of many prison- 
ers as “arbitrary” and illegal under international law. 

Yet the UN has failed to follow through with 
renewed, forceful criticism of U.S. intransi- 
gence, largely due to its status as a body directly 
dependent on an international order founded on 
state power. Within this setting, the nation-state 
remains paramount over the actual human per- 
son. 

Human rights law is always going to find itself 
in a dilemma: it recognizes that, as in Guantanamo, 
the majority of human rights abuses are committed by 
states, yet due to their status as prime actors in legal 
and political enforcement, states are viewed as safe- 
guarding the rights of individuals. The end result is 
an impotent system where human rights law simply 
appeals to national states to behave, and when infrac- 
tions occur, seeks to shame offending governments into 
compliance. Such appeals can fall on deaf ears, as is the 
case of the U.S. and its now notorious lack of respect for 
international legality. 

My decision to go on hunger strike points to the 
need for new forces to defend the idea of universal hu- 
man rights. Although the number of inmates refusing 
to take food at Guantanamo has recently declined sub- 
stantially, solidarity remains a vitally important fac- 
tor, where those enduring the unendurable can gain 
support from those empathizing with their plight. The 
solidarity gained from a mutual display of hardship 
needs to be further elaborated, politically, morally and 
philosophically, into a potential alternate model for the 
implementation of human rights. Such a model would 
go beyond the absurd method of petitioning and be- 
seeching the primary abusers of human well-being, the 
capitalist state, and instead reconstitute society where 
the human subject, not the profit motive or legal ab- 
stractions, are placed at the heart of deliberations. 

— Dan Read 


Hyper- t gentrmcation > 

San Francisco — In the Nov. 5 city election, voters re- 
jected, 2-to-l, the “8 Washington Plan,” a developer’s 
scheme to override city laws and build multi-million- 
dollar condos on the Embarcadero waterfront, a plan 
which had the support of the mayor and most of the 
Democratic big shots. That victory marks a public “out- 
ing” of a long-simmering problem. This would have 
displaced people currently living in San Francisco with 
much wealthier newcomers who are flooding into the 
area to work in the high-tech industries. Two days after 
the election, protesters picketed Twitter headquarters 
on Market Street to protest Twitter’s exemption from 
local payroll taxes. 

The displacement of lower income people has been 
going on for over 30 years. It has entered a new stage 
because of the massive expansion of “Silicon Valley” 
with the arrival of high-paid “techies”; and massive real 
estate speculation, some of it fueled by Chinese and Ca- 
nadian money. 

Rents have nearly doubled in the past three 
years. San Francisco is reported to be the world’s 
most expensive city. Rent for a newly moved-into 
apartment is a median of $3,500 or more for a one- 
bedroom or even some studios. Evictions are at an 
all-time high, as are condominium conversions. 
People being evicted from their Market Street 
apartments held a demonstration on Dec. 10 and 
another in front of Twitter headquarters. 

A number of mini-apartments have been approved 
by the city. This new manifestation of austerity is being 
touted as “innovation.” One woman bragged that she 
is paying $1,800 a month for less than 300 square feet 
of space. The streets are cluttered with buses carrying 
thousands of tech workers from the Peninsula. Those 
buses interfere with the city bus system, though Mayor 
Lee is allowing it. 

Business evictions are rampant. A popular cafe 
on Guerrero Street was forced to close after the land- 
lord raised the rent from $3,300 to $6,600 monthly. A 
vibrant center of Latino culture at 24th Street is now 
threatened. Dozens of condo high-rises are being built 
all over the city, and the existing water and sewer sys- 
tems may not be able to handle them. So many creative 
artists have been priced out of “The City” that now Oak- 
land, not San Francisco, is acknowledged as the “place 
to be” for artists. Yet real estate speculators, especially 
from China, are also threatening Oakland. 

The plan for high-speed rail in California was 
passed in a campaign of misinformation where the cost 
was originally presented as $19 billion. Now it is of- 
ficially projected to be $68 to $91 billion, but may run 
into the hundreds of billions. Now most Californians 
are opposed to it. The plan calls for eminent domain 
seizures of thousands of homes and cutting through 
wetlands and other environmentally sensitive areas. 

The problems of deteriorating social conditions and 
environmental degradation can’t be solved by despotic 
planning but only by the free association of self-deter- 
mining people working collectively, as equals. 

— D. Cheneville 


QUEERNOTES 


by Dee Perkins 

Russia’s renewed oppression of LGBT people con- 
tinues to be met with opposition at home and abroad, 
calls for a boycott of the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, 
as well as protests at the games themselves. A draco- 
nian anti-propaganda law passed in June criminalizes 
the promotion of “nontraditional marital relations” to 
minors, threatening foreign game participants and at- 
tendees with arrest and deportation. With unintended 
irony Russia underscored its general crackdown on civil 
society, targeting activists and journalists especially, by 
assuring the International Olympic Committee that 
the crackdown is not anti-LGBT since it prohibits all 
speech promoting “nontraditional” sexual relations. 
Many countries have stated that high-ranking officials 
will not attend. President Obama announced a U.S. 
delegation that includes Lesbian and Gay athletes Hall 
of Famer Billie Jean King and Olympian medalists 

Caitlin Cohow and Brian Boitano. 

* * * 

India’s Supreme Court ruled in December that 
only Parliament had the power to repeal the 1861 Brit- 
ish colonial-era anti-sodomy law. The decision reverses 
the 2009 ruling deeming Section 377 of the Indian Pe- 
nal Code unconstitutional and, as the Human Rights 
Campaign put it, “recriminalizes love.” Sapna Pandya 
of KhushDC, an advocacy group for LGBTQ peoples of 
South Asian descent, declared, “We stand in solidarity 
with the brave activists of South Asia and worldwide... 
and know they will continue the fight for equality in 
spite of the disappointment...” Importantly, U.S. am- 
bassador to the UN Samantha Power stated, “To criti- 
cize the criminalization of LGBT status is not cultural 
imperialism. To deny Gays and Lesbians the right to 
live freely and to threaten them with discrimination 
and even death is not a form of moral or religious Puri- 
tanism. It’s in fact barbarism.” 
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Rampant U.S. surveillance 


continued from p. 1 

in other ways. 

However, the collection would not be stopped but 
turned over to the phone companies or a private consor- 
tium. As if private capitalists are more trustworthy to 
spy on us! From Facebook to little-known web tracking 
and advertising companies, corporations are already 
accumulating vast loads of data about consumers, em- 
ployees and critics. The state can access those terabytes 
both “legally” — with a search warrant, an FBI letter, 
or sometimes an informal request — and illegally, as in 
the PRISM program revealed in leaked docu- 
ments boasting about secretly tapping 
internal data streams of Apple, Ya- 
hoo, Google, Facebook and several 
other companies. This revela- 
tion provoked tech companies 
to call for reforms — because 
it threatens their profits. 

THE USES OF 
SURVEILLANCE 

Surveillance is not an 
end in itself. It is used to 
control people, to intimi- 
date, to locate and stifle 
opposition. Each intel- 
ligence agency has close 
links to the military; the 
NSA head is always a gen- 
eral or admiral. Some agen- 
cies, like the CIA, have their 
own paramilitary branches, 
even their own killer drones. 

The super-secret Joint 
Special Operations Com- 
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mand (JSOC) runs its own drones, airplanes, space 
unit, surveillance technology and secret prisons. JSOC 
reports directly to the president, not to Congress or the 
regular military hierarchy. With a secret budget, it op- 
erates in 70 countries, fighting covert battles and car- 
rying out death squad missions. Its only operation to 
have been revealed is the assassination of Osama bin 
Laden, a figure so deservedly hated that his assassins 
have been lionized by everyone from Fox News to Jon 
Stewart of The Daily Show to socialist Senator Bernie 
Sanders. 

In the mid-1970s, revelations of CIA involvement 
in assassination plots drew such outrage that first 
President Ford, then Carter, then Reagan issued or- 
ders banning direct or indirect government involve- 
ment in assassinations. Not 30 years later, the hyste- 
ria after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks enabled the Bush 
administration to make targeted killings a centerpiece 
of its “global war on terror,” supposedly authorized by 
Congress’s September 2001 declaration of war with the 
whole world as a perpetual battleground. 

Now JSOC, the CIA and the Pentagon each have 
their own kill list. Drones are used in most of the kill- 
ings, such as those in Yemen in 2011 of U.S. citizens 
Samir Khan, Anwar al-Awlaki and, later, 16-year-old 
Abdulrahman al-Awlaki; and, again in Yemen, the De- 
cember 2013 killing of 15 members of a wedding party. 
A study by Stanford and New York Universities con- 
cluded that only 2% of the over 4,700 people murdered 
in drone strikes are known terrorists. Partly this is due 
to the documented — but not acknowledged — practice of 
executing a second strike when rescuers arrive to re- 
trieve the dead and wounded. 

The surveillance, the secrecy, the militarization to- 
gether impact the war at home, as can be seen from the 
intensive surveillance systems being implemented by 
the police in cities like Chicago, New York, Baltimore 
and Oakland. Chicago and San Diego police are using 
facial recognition systems, as are the FBI and Border 
Patrol. NYPD officers have been prosecuted for abusing 
the FBI-operated National Crime Information Center 
database to “snoop on co-workers, tip off drug dealers, 
stage robberies and — most notoriously — scheme to ab- 
duct, [kill] and eat women.” 1 
TARGET: LABOR, OCCUPY, BLACKS 

Reporting on the citywide surveillance system be- 
ing built in Oakland, the East Bay Express found that 
internal discussions by police officials and other city 
staff did not take up crime, the purported reason for 
the system, but did discuss ways to spy on labor actions 
and political protests. It has already been used to moni- 
tor demonstrators , longshore workers, truckers and Oc- 

1. Tom Hays, “NYC Cases Show Crooked Cops’ Abuse of FBI 
Database,” July 7, 2013, Associated Press. 
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cupy Oakland. 2 Oakland plans to analyze video feeds 
from public transit, public housing, public schools and 
libraries as well as traffic cameras. Blacks and Latinos 
can expect to be under the most comprehensive surveil- 
lance. 

We need only remember how monitoring and in- 
filtration went hand in hand with the nationally co- 
ordinated effort to crush the Occupy Movement in 
November 2011, with involvement by the Department 
of Homeland Security and local Joint Terrorism Task 
Forces. (See “Occupy defies attacks,” Jan. -Feb. 2012 
N&L.) This had nothing to do with A1 Qaeda 
and everything to do with the rulers’ fear 
of revolution in the shadow of Arab 
Spring, the Wisconsin protests, re- 
vo ^ s an d occupations in Europe, 
'• prisoners’ strikes in Georgia 

and California, and Occupy, 
WT culminating in Oakland’s 

■ 1 general strike. 

Since the surveillance 
and repression are in the 
service of preserving the 
capitalist order, it makes 
no sense to try to oppose 
them by allying with pro- 
capitalist “libertarians” 
like Rand Paul or Freedom- 
works, one of the main spon- 
sors of last October’s “Stop 
Watching Us” rally. These 
are the same people cheer- 
leading the crushing of Oc- 
cupy and destruction of 
.. .. . n . n „. labor unions, and opposing 

any regulations on business. 
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If they took state power, there is no doubt that the guns 
would be aimed at workers and people of color. 

Unfortunately, Snowden and his ally Glenn Green- 
wald are drawn to libertarianism and the racist and 
sexist Ron and Rand Paul, as are a segment of the Left. 
Similarly, the new Wikileaks Party in Australia flirted 
with the far-Right anti-immigrant Australia First Par- 
ty and sent a “solidarity delegation” to Syrian dictator 
Bashar al-Assad. This kind of alliance is a symptom of 
partial opposition to the state’s invasion of privacy, fall- 
ing short of recognizing the need to uproot the class ba- 
sis of the state, which functions to keep workers under 
the thumb of capitalist exploitation. 

THE GOAL: SUPPRESS REVOLT 

Suppression of revolt has always been key to the 
mission of “law enforcement,” whether we roll history 
back to the slave patrols that could stop and question 
any African American on or off the plantation in South- 
ern states, or to the origins of the FBI in the 1919-20 
Palmer raids that targeted working people and Blacks 
in the wake of the 1919 Seattle general strike and the 
rise of the Garvey movement. 

All of the 1960s mass movements — civil rights, 
anti-war, student free speech and women’s liberation — 
were subject to illegal surveillance and arrest by the 
FBI working with local police, and to infiltration, black- 
mail and disruption. FBI informants were involved in 
some of the most heinous crimes, such as the vicious 
1961 assault on the Freedom Riders in Birmingham, 
Ala. The mushrooming prison system beginning in the 
1970s is not separate from this repression. 

The reforms enacted to rein in the FBI, CIA and 
police abuses revealed after Watergate were gutted 
after A1 Qaeda’s Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. Some were 
rolled back by Congress or courts but in many cases 
the Bush administration simply violated the law and 
the Constitution. In their oversight capacity, Congress 
changed the law to allow some practices, while FISC 
judges made secret rulings blessing others as constitu- 
tional. The Obama administration has continued many 
of those violations, including the massive surveillance. 

Despite distancing itself from torture as a means 
of interrogation (or, rather, outsourcing it to other coun- 
tries), the administration has blocked any prosecution 
of the officials responsible for torture and its cover-up. 
In contrast, it has gone after whistleblowers with a ven- 
geance. During Obama’s presidency, more people have 
been prosecuted under the Espionage Act for leaking 
classified information than in all previous U.S. history. 
Chelsea (formerly Bradley) Manning, source of the 2010 
Wikileaks revelations on the Iraq and Afghanistan wars 
and more, was sentenced to 35 years in prison last year. 

The ever-growing top-secret militarized surveil- 
lance state, the continuity between the Bush and 
Obama administrations, the complicity of the legisla- 
tive and judicial branches, are not “abuses” but rather 
the natural outgrowth of capitalism in deep crisis. The 
machinery of counter-revolution grows in reaction to 
the specter of revolution, forming the apparatus ready- 
made for a new, high-tech fascism. Nothing less than 
a revolutionary uprooting of their capitalist basis can 
abolish these threats to freedom. 


^ Subscribe! Still only $5/year for 6 issues. 
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2. Darwin BondGraham and Ali Winston, “The Real Purpose 
of Oakland’s Surveillance Center,” Dec. 18, 2013, East Bay 
Express. 


Illegal evictions sully 
Mandela’s legacy 

Durban, South Africa — Christmas is often the time 
of evictions in Durban. The Municipality knows that 
many people are away at their rural homes and that it 
is difficult to get legal, media and political support at 
this time. 

Today, Dec. 23, the municipality is demolishing 
homes at the Marikana land occupation in Cato Crest. 
About 40 houses have already been demolished by the 
eThekwini Land Invasion Unit. We are still counting as 
they are still demol- 
ishing. 

Cato Crest sits 
with an order from 
the Durban High 
Court which pro- 
tects the residents 
from the illegal de- 
molition of their 
homes. Yet the mu- 
nicipality does not 
respect the order 
and demolishes in 
open violation of 
the law. This is the 
eighth time this 
year that the mu- 
nicipality has acted 
in open contempt of 
the court by demol- 
ishing homes at this 
settlement. 

Just when Man- 
dela has passed, the 
African National 
Congress is turning 
this country against 
his wishes. They are 
not even ashamed 
of the lives the poor 
are living, or the fact 
that the residents 
of Cato Crest will 
spend Christmas on 
the street. 

This year the 
Member of the Ex- 
ecutive Council for 
Human Settlement, 

Mr Ravi Pillay, 
promised to inter- 
vene. Are these ille- 
gal evictions leaving 
people homeless his 
intervention? 

Last year at 
around this time 
many homes were 
burnt down at the 
Kennedy Road set- 
tlement. The eThe- 
kwini Mayor James 
Nxumalo promised 
to give the people 
proper homes. One 
year later, those 
promises have not 
been met. 

The political 
leaders could not 
care less for the peo- 
ple. Their only inter- 
est is to suck votes 
from the people so 
that they can enrich 
themselves. It is like 
all the politicians 
are born from one 
mother. 

— Abahlali base 
Mjondolo 

For more in- 
formation contact: 

Ndabo Mzimela 072 401 5974, Bandile Mdlalose 084 
557 5090, or S’bu Zikode 083 547 0474. 


For Nelson Mandela 

He was Umkhonto we 
Sizwe 

Spear of the nation 
Lived in a box 8 feet by 7 
on Robben Island 
Prisoner 466/64 

The jailer 

a savage of the Aryan 
north 

Hendrik Werwoerd 
passed on the key to the 
box 

when the tide of violence, 
whirlpool of hate, 
fine European import, 
snuffed out his fetid life . 

Africa, 

playground of the safari 
set, 

pith helmets, bush jackets 
and gin; 

theater of infringement, 
barbarian invaders 
hunting down slaves and 
tigers, 

ivory, gold, diamonds, 
laborers; 

Africa bleeds . 

He was Umkhonto we 
Sizwe 

Spear of rebellion. 

He was Nelson 
Rolihlahala Mandela. 
He was. 

The disease festers. 

The sore, 

an ugly gash in the 
epidermis of a sick 
planet, 

infects the organism: 
Delusions of a fevered 
brain, 

The curse, 

Profanity: 

“One race must serve the 
other." 

He is Umkhonto we Sizwe 

Spear of justice. 

Free. 

No grave will hold him 
until the last of the 
children of Africa, 
spread out in a 

dazzling diaspora of 
consciousness, 
is Free. 

Madiba 

The revolution is in 
permanence. 

— Paul Knopf 
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Stay Solid! A Radical Handbook for Youth 


When I was a teenager I had a couple of survival 
manuals. We were trying to survive a racist, sexist, war- 
mongering, repressive society that seemingly couldn’t 
wait to ship us off to die 
in Vietnam. One was 
Abbie Hoffman’s Steal 
This Book and the other 
was Dance the Eagle to 
Sleep by Marge Piercy. 

Both gave ideas about 
how to survive, but, 
more importantly, how 
to stay strong and fight 
to change the world. But 
the book that I wish we 
had was only published 
in 2012. Every young 
person around the world 
should run to their near- 
est radical bookstore 
and buy a copy. Stay Sol- 
id! A Radical Handbook 
for Youth is dynamite. 

From the very be- 
ginning it sets out a 
revolutionary vision of 
both the book itself and 
the world that it hopes 
will come to be one day, 
after the revolution. The 
editor says, “This book 
is a collection of ideas 
and stories, information, 
advice, and encourage- 
ment to stay solid and 
build a good life in a cra- 
zy world. We’re pretty 
confident that what you’ll find in here is an argument 
for a different, better kind of world.” What is the goal 
of the book? It is for readers to “stay radical, keep ask- 
ing hard questions, keep resisting, keep fighting the 
good fight and keep trying to be a good person leading 
a thoughtful, generous, fun life.” 

Stay Solid is divided into 21 sections, each one vital 
for young people. The topics range from the family — 
with a radical redefinition of what it means to be part 
of a family — to school, community, relationships, and 
drugs. But for revolutionary organizers the best parts 
are found in the discussions on race and gender, media, 
class and class struggle. 

Every section is set up the same way. There is an 
introduction by the editor or editorial collective, a short 
but valuable resource guide, and then lots of pages 

Protests at CUNY 

New York, N.Y. — On Oct. 20, during the middle of 
midterms, students at City University of New York 
(CUNY) heard that the Guillermo Morales/Assata 
Shakur Center was being locked down. City College 
alumnus David Suker sat down in front of the door in 
protest, which eventually led to his arrest. 

Less than 24 hours later, students from the Revolu- 
tionary Student Coordination Committee were able to 
pull together a good turnout at a protest to reclaim the 
space. The Guillermo Morales/Assata Shakur Center is 
directed by students-of-color clubs, as well as marginal- 
ized peoples clubs like the Black Student Union, New 
York Students Rising, and organizations that are build- 
ing Leftist movements on campus. 

Students use that space as a resource. It has been 
a space within City College that was won and continu- 
ously fought for over years of struggle — because the 
administration has continuously attempted to take it 
away. Stories of infiltration and NYPD spying on stu- 
dents within college campuses have also been recorded 
in spaces like this. We believe that this is happening 
as a direct form of repression against students who are 
mobilizing antiwar efforts on campus. 

The Oct. 24 sit-in and protest at CUNY turned con- 
frontational in the afternoon when a protester was pep- 
per-sprayed and arrested for “endangering the welfare 
of a minor, disorderly conduct, and resisting arrest.” 

On Oct. 30, CUNY students Tafadar Sourov and 
Khalil Vasquez were approached by CUNY public safe- 
ty officers and told to leave the campus. After taking 
their school IDs, public safety proceeded to threaten 
them: “They told us that if we came back onto cam- 
pus we would be arrested. We couldn’t attend any of 
our classes,” said Sourov. “They (the Administration) 
wanted to stop our revolutionary leadership among the 
student body, and saw that we were exposing the mili- 
tarization of CUNY,” said Vasquez. 

After students heard about Sourov and Vasquez’s 
suspension, they attempted to speak with the VP of 
Student Affairs Juana Reina but were told that she was 
booked for the day. Subsequently, Sourov and Vasquez 
were ordered by the New York State Police and the 
New York County District Attorney’s office to present 
themselves to be arrested and are now facing criminal 
charges. — New Yorker 


where young people and their elders write about, reflect 
on, explain and discuss the particular topic. One writer 
provides a step-by-step guide to setting up a pirate TV 

or radio station. Another 
reflects on what it means, 
through her poetry, to be 
a Third World person con- 
stantly being studied by 
academics and other jerks 
of their ilk. One writer 
explains what the idea of 
class and class struggle is 
really about and offers a 
two-page analysis and cri- 
tique of liberalism. There 
are a powerful section on 
ecocide and a Zapatista 
cartoon book. 

Many of the authors 
are ingenious, bold and 
eloquent. For example, in 
the section on community, 
one writer said, “we must 
tell our story in a new lan- 
guage, a language of pas- 
sion and purpose, vision 
and creativity. Solidar- 
ity and direct action. And 
when we truly find our 
voice, we should use it to 
shout, finally and deafen- 
ingly: Of course there is 
an alternative. It is us.” 
The book also features sec- 
tions on mental and physi- 
cal wellness and the battle 
for both in an increasingly 
insane society and concludes with some words for the 
new generation of young revolutionaries from older rev- 
olutionaries who also began their time as a revolution- 
ary teen. So, as we say in the streets and in the ‘hoods: 
“Great revolutionary book. C’mon and check it out.” 

— Michael Gilbert 

Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act 

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, or 
“Obamacare,” does respond to a serious problem. Over 
47 million non-elderly Americans were uninsured in 
2012, according to the Henry J. Kaiser Family Founda- 
tion. The Centers for Disease Control says that 46.3% 
of uninsured adults went to hospital emergency rooms 
for treatment because they had nowhere else to go. 

The number of bankruptcies that result from 
unpaid medical and hospital bills, especially for 
emergency room visits, is elusive, but there is no 
doubt that hospitals have large amounts of un- 
collectible debts and that hospital costs paid by 
insurance, Medicare and Medicaid reflect a great 
deal of “bad debt.” The American Hospital Asso- 
ciation claims that in 2001 “uncompensated care 
cost,” which includes bad debt as well as “charity 
care,” was 5.9% of total expenses. 

Health insurance companies are getting a large 
subsidy from the government in the form of subsidized 
premium payments. The Kaiser Foundation subsidy 
calculator shows that a family of two adults and two 
children with an annual income of $50,000 would re- 
ceive a subsidy of $4,925 for estimated premiums of 
$8,290 for one year. The subsidy is in the form of a 
refundable tax credit, which means that the taxpayer 
gets a refund of $4,925 even if his or her actual income 
taxes are less than that amount. 

The opposition to Obamacare by Republicans is 
unprincipled and hypocritical. In 1989 the Heritage 
Foundation, a Right-wing think tank, pushed a plan 
that was very similar to Obamacare as a great idea. 
Republican members of Congress introduced similar 
legislation in 1993. Clearly, Republican opposition is 
part of a strategy to deny any accomplishment to Presi- 
dent Obama. 

Be that as it may, the issues with the website and 
cancellation of subpar policies are part of many things 
about Obamacare that are objectionable and needless- 
ly complex. The system assumes that enough young, 
healthy people will enroll to lower premiums. There is 
otherwise no effective means of cost or premium con- 
trol. By far the biggest plus is that health insurance 
plans cannot refuse coverage or charge more because of 
pre-existing conditions. Also, there are minimum stan- 
dards set for health insurance policies. 

President Obama assumed that he would have 100 
days or so in his first term to get some kind of health 
reform legislation passed. He was not going to push 
for anything, such as a single payer system, that could 
not pass in a short “honeymoon” period. A single payer 
system would be far superior to Obamacare and avoid 
most of the complexity and unpopularity of Obamacare. 

—Dan B. 


Teach-in on the 
Revolution in Syria 

New York, N.Y. — On Nov. 17 an overflow crowd 
packed a classroom at New York University (NYU) to 
participate in a teach-in on “Syria in the Context of the 
Arab Uprisings.” It was sponsored by the Middle East 
North Africa Solidarity Network-US and featured nine 
presentations, most of them via video or Skype from a 
number of different people involved in different aspects 
of the opposition to the Assad regime. 

The first speaker, Razan Ghazzawi, a blogger from 
Syria, noted that when Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad 
initially came to power many people looked on him as 
a reformer. But he quickly implemented neoliberal eco- 
nomic policies and by 2010, the year before the revolu- 
tion began, 35.4% of the population was living under 
the poverty line. He disrupted the agricultural economy 
and the consequence was an influx of rural people into 
the cities. There was a severe drought and the villages 
were depopulated. 

This, and the tone set by the Arab Spring, set the 
stage for the uprisings of 2011. Ghazzawi noted that 
young people, especially women, are the core of the 
resistance. She said that in the truly liberated zones, 
where neither Assad nor the jihadists are in control, 
there are grassroots Revolutionary Councils that in- 
clude all segments of the population. She mentioned a 
number of urban-based anti-Assad resistance groups 
including the Syrian Revolution Youth Coalition and 
the Union of Free Students. She concluded her remarks 
saying, “Grassroots civil resistance is still alive.” 

The second speaker, Leila Shrooms, spoke about 
the first days of the revolution. She said the protests 
in Damascus included Alawites as well as Sunnis. For 
many young people the revolution came as a great sur- 
prise but in the first wave of protest they felt “a moment 
of total freedom” and said that the beginnings of the 
revolution in Damascus were the greatest moments in 
their lives. She noted that the revolution is now con- 
fronting two counter-revolutionary powers: the Assad 
regime and the jihadists/Islamists. 

Other speakers described the beginning of a new 
movement, the “Stop the Killing Campaign,” in territo- 
ries controlled by Assad and in areas he does not con- 
trol — both jihadist and no-jihadists areas. It is a non- 
violent protest movement whose slogan is “We want to 
build a nation for all Syrians.” 

A constant theme was the danger to the revolution 
that the jihadists pose. Everyone who spoke of them de- 
scribed them as one of the main counter-revolutionary 
forces in Syria today. As one woman activist on the 
ground said, they are “smothering the revolution.” Oth- 
er speakers noted that when Assad made a big deal of 
freeing political prisoners, the ones he released were 
almost all jihadists; that he uses the threat of a jihadist 
takeover to frighten people away from genuine revolu- 
tionary forces; and that the revolution has empowered 
women even in the more conservative regions of the 
countryside. 

The conclusion was best summed up by a speaker 
who said, “The revolution is tragically alone.” Whether 
that will continue depends on the international Left 
building a mass movement against Assad, the defeat 
of the jihadists and all the imperialist powers who are 
waging war on the authentic Syrian revolutionary 
movement, and most of all, on the Syrian people who 
are fighting for freedom, social justice, equality and 
dignity. International solidarity is the key. Conferences 
like this one, although sponsored by a certain political 
ideology (Trotskyism) have the potential to forge an 
alternative to the shortsighted forces of the Left that 
continue to defend Assad. Participant 
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Social crisis in Central African Republic 


by Gerry Emmett 

Violence between Christian majority and Muslim 
minority communities has torn the social fabric of the 
Central African Republic, one of the world’s poorest 
countries. Over 1,000 people have been killed since Mi- 
chel Djotodia seized power in March 2013. He was in- 
stalled by a Muslim militia group, Seleka (“Alliance”), 
made up largely of Chadian fight- 
ers — although many residents of 
the more populous regions of CAR 
consider all people from Djotodia’s 
remote Northwestern province to 
be Chadian, too. 

Reciprocal massacres be- 
tween these communities have led 
many observers to see a real pos- 
sibility of a Rwanda-type genocide 
being perpetrated here. 

BACKGROUND TO A 
DICTATOR 

Despite Djotodia’s having 
been forced to step down by agree- 
ment with the Economic Commu- 
nity of Central African States, and 
the official disbanding of the Sele- 
ka, the situation remains desperate. Seleka remnants 
and Christian anti-balaka (“anti-machete”) militias 
have continued to commit atrocities. Fearing for their 


lives, nearly a million people have fled their homes. 
Two million people, or half the population, are in need 
of humanitarian aid. 

While some point to religious differences as being 
at the root of this crisis, it should be noted that Chris- 
tians and Muslims have a history of peaceful co-exis- 
tence in the CAR. Indeed, during the current strife the 
Christian and Muslim clergy have sometimes brought 
torn communities back together. 

Neither can Djotodia be said 
to have been inspired by religious 
fanaticism. He is a thoroughly 
modern bureaucrat who was ed- 
ucated in the Soviet Union and 
returned to his country, as the 
imam in his community said, 
only to seek power. He gained 
it through an alliance with the 
sort of political-military entre- 
preneurs that have prospered 
through Africa’s civil wars. 
FRAGILE ACCORD 

There are now 1,600 French 
peacekeepers in the capital, Ban- 
gui, and 5,000 African Union 
troops charged with peacekeep- 
ing. A Transitional National Council has been given 
the job of forming a new government, prior to elections, 
by the Central African Constitutional Court. Africa 


expert David Smith has suggested that a Kosova-style 
transitional administration might be necessary, consid- 
ering the historic instability of state institutions. 

The crisis here is related to the other regional cri- 
ses and disasters in neighboring Darfur, South Sudan, 
and Congo. In Congo alone, over 5,400,000 have died 
from war-related causes since 1998. Tantalum, tin, 
tungsten, gold and oil have been a higher priority for 
the international community than African lives. 

The anti-colonial revolutions that inspired human- 
ity in the 1950s and 1960s had the misfortune of tak- 
ing place in a fundamentally uncivilized world, torn by 
the competition between superpower blocs. While the 
African masses aspired to create a new humanism, the 
world powers were more interested in old resources, 
and new foot soldiers. Only the fulfillment of the Afri- 
can Revolution will turn this around. 

Racism in Israel 

Tens of thousands of African asylum seekers dem- 
onstrated in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Jan. 5 and 6. Most are 
from war-torn countries like Sudan, Eritrea and Ethio- 
pia. The Sudanese refugees cite genocidal massacres 
in Darfur and the Nuba mountains as their reason for 
leaving home. They marched to Western embassies call- 
ing for “Freedom!” for the refugees detained in a Negev 
desert facility under Israel’s new anti-immigrant laws. 

New “illegal immigrants” can be held for up to a 
year without trial, while those already resident can be 
held indefinitely in the Negev. Detainees are being held 
in harsh desert camps, lacking medical care, education 
or recreation facilities, and privacy. 


South Kona on strike, North Korea on ‘ice’ 



• Over 100,000 South Koreans, mainly workers, 
demonstrated in Seoul on Dec. 28. They expressed 
their anger over a number of issues at the government 
of President Park Geun-hye. 

One source of anger is the move to privatize some 
service by KORAIL (Korean Railroad Corp.). This had 
already led to the largest-ever walkout by members of 
the railroad workers’ union. Union officials say moves 
to privatize will mean fare hikes, service reductions, 
and safety problems. 

On Dec. 22 riot police were sent to attack the Seoul 
headquarters of the Korean Confederation of Trade 
Unions. Without search warrants, they broke down 
doors and caused serious property damage, including 
to the adjoining offices of the Kyunghang newspaper, 
which has been critical of Park’s policies. 

Other citizens, outraged by revelations of manipu- 
lation by the National Intelligence Service of the 2012 
elections when Park was elected, joined protesting 
workers. Police had confirmed illegal attempts to ma- 
nipulate the election beforehand, but were ordered to 
remain silent. 

With all these problems and more, South Korean 
youth have been inspired by the “Why We Aren’t Fine!” 
campaign. This was launched when a student at Korea 
University, Ju Hyun-woo, made a poster for his school 
bulletin board that was picked up and broadcast over 
social media. He wrote: “I just want to ask, Are you 
okay?’ Are you fine with ignoring all these issues be- 
cause they aren’t your problems?... And if you are not 
‘fine’ after seeing all these problems, then voice your 
opinions — whatever they may be.” 

Many of these young people joined in the Dec. 28 
demonstrations, and also held flash mobs in cities 
across the country. 


• North Korean dictator Kim Jong-un had his 
uncle, Jang Sung-thaek, executed by firing squad in 
late December. He then appeared on television to curse 
Jang as a traitor, drug addict, and coup plotter. Jang 
had served his purpose in ushering young Kim into the 
darker corners of his inheritance and was now dispos- 
able. 

This is a kind of ancient dynastic politics that 
hardly differs from the days of Egyptian or Roman 
ruling houses. Despite what some observers said, it is 
unlikely that it signals any significant disunity among 
North Korea’s ruling elite. The small group at the top — 
those who are allowed to read Marx — know how fragile 
their rule would be without lockstep unity. 

What was at stake in the murder of Jang was prob- 
ably just what Kim said it was when he accused him 
of selling off part of North Korea to foreigners and of 
drug trafficking. Jang was considered the architect of 
the Rason Special Economic Zone, on the border of both 
Russia and China, which permits investment by compa- 
nies from those countries. 

The area is also central to the huge methamphet- 
amine (“ice”) trade that has grown in North Korea. 
Much of what is produced is shipped across the border 
to China, which has a growing crystal meth epidemic. 
But it is also sold internally, both as a substitute for un- 
available medical treatment and as a way to curb hun- 
ger. It was the dire famine of the 1990s in which over a 
million perished, that spurred the creation of the Rason 
Special Economic Zone. 

Despite his denunciation of Jang, the “thrice 
cursed,” it remains to be seen whether Kim Jong-un 
will either end foreign investments in Rason, or crack 
down on the meth trade. More likely he has just assured 
his own control of scarce financial resources. 


WORKING CLASS EXPLOITED 

The immigrants also staged a three-day strike. 
Many of them work at low-paid jobs in service indus- 
tries. As a statement by activists said, “We believe this 
strike will demonstrate our importance to the Israeli 
economy and create a pressure that will cause them to 
change their policies.” These workers are often exploit- 
ed owing to their precarious legal position. 

The Israeli Right wishes to deny refugees any ser- 
vices, restrict their movements, and expel them. This is 
the stated policy of the Netanyahu government. There 
have been violent assaults on refugees and their sup- 
porters, especially in Tel Aviv. That the essence of this 
is racist to the core was seen last year when rightists 
cursed at and physically attacked an Ethiopian-Israeli 
who objected to their rhetoric. He was told, “This in- 
cludes you, you son of a bitch! Go back to your country! 
You rape our children!” 

A woman who defended him was told, “Take him to 
your room! You whore!” 

HISTORIC CONNECTIONS 

Other Israelis, opposing these racist laws, have 
made the connections. One young woman blocking a 
police vehicle said, “We have no choice. They are cre- 
ating concentration camps, and if we get up and leave 
we are consenting to it. Seventy years ago we would 
have been happy if people would have blocked streets 
for our grandfathers and grandmothers in Europe.” 
This historic memory is the opposite to that of the Is- 
raeli Right, which now sees fit to embrace illegal settle- 
ments, the expulsion of Palestinians, European neo- 
fascists, Assad’s genocide, and the prospect of war with 
Iran about equally — having learned nothing at all from 
the Jewish history they profess to represent. 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists. It 
has always stood for the abolition of capi- 
talism, both in its private property form 
as in the U.S., and in its state property 
form that appeared as the Russian Revo- 
lution was transformed into its opposite. 
That retrogression anticipated the next 
stage of development — the age of state- 
capitalism. We stand for a society of new 
human relations, what Marx called a 
new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against automation and the Montgom- 
ery Bus Boycott against segregation — 
activities which signaled a new move- 
ment from practice that was itself a form 
of theory. News & Letters was created so 
that the voices of revolt could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, was Chairwoman of News 
and Letters Committees from its found- 
ing to 1987. Charles Denby (1907-1983), 
a Black rank-and-file autoworker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s 
Journal , was editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. 


The articulation of the relationship 
between the movement from practice 
which is itself a form of theory and the 
movement from theory to philosophy is 
reflected in Dunayevskaya’s three major 
works. 

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 
until Today (1958), established the 
American roots of Marxism while pre- 
senting a comprehensive attack on pres- 
ent-day Communism, which is a form of 
state-capitalism. It re-established Marx- 
ism in its original form as “a thorough- 
going Naturalism or humanism,” while 
pointing to the new Humanist philosophy 
expressed by the working class. It pre- 
sented history and theory as emanating 
from the movement from practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From 
Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao 
(1973), written after the failed revolts of 
the 1960s, articulated the integrality of 
philosophy and revolution as the charac- 
teristic of the age and, tracing it histori- 
cally, caught the link of continuity with 
the Humanism of Marx. As against the 
vanguard party, the integration of dialec- 
tics and organization reflects the revolu- 
tionary maturity of the age and the pas- 
sion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Libera- 


tion, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution 
(1982) explores Marx’s body of ideas from 
his discovery of a continent of thought 
and of revolution in his youth to the “new 
moments” of his last decade. Written 
for our time of revolutions in developing 
countries, the rise of the international 
women’s liberation movement, and glob- 
al economic crisis, it reveals the absolute 
challenge to make real Marx’s “revolu- 
tion in permanence” as the determinant 
for the relationship of theory and prac- 
tice and as ground for organization. 

These works spell out the philosoph- 
ic ground of Marx’s Humanism. Ameri- 
can Civilization on Trial: Black Masses 
as Vanguard (1963, 1983) concretizes it 
on the American scene and shows the 
two-way freedom road between the U.S. 
and Africa. 

In 1989 News and Letters Commit- 
tees published Dunayevskaya’s original 
1953 philosophic breakthrough — her two 
letters on Hegel’s Absolutes — and her 
1987 Presentation on the Dialectics of Or- 
ganization and Philosophy in The Philo- 
sophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism. In 
light of the crises of our nuclear-armed 


world, climate change, and failed revolu- 
tions, it becomes imperative not only to 
reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent 
in the present. The recreation of Marx’s 
philosophy as Marxist-Humanism is re- 
corded in Dunayevskaya’s archives, The 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist- 
Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World 
Development , deposited at Wayne State 
University in Detroit and available to all. 

We aim to continue to develop 
Marxist-Humanism and make it avail- 
able to all who struggle for freedom. In 
opposing this capitalistic, racist, sexist, 
heterosexist, class-ridden society, we have 
adopted a committee form of organization 
rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and free- 
dom struggles, nationally and interna- 
tionally. As our Constitution states: “It 
is our aim... to promote the firmest unity 
among workers, Blacks and other mi- 
norities, women, youth and those intel- 
lectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” 
We do not separate mass activities from 
the activity of thinking. Send for a free 
copy of the Constitution of News and Let- 
ters Committees or see it on our website: 
www. newsandletters . org. 






WORKSHOPTALKS 


Don’t stop at 
raising wages 


by Htun Lin 

That there are two Americas when it comes to the 
economy and the wealth of our nation is no mystery to 
anyone. Everyone now knows the top 1% have essen- 
tially been the only beneficiaries of the latest “boom.” 
Journalists and economists take pains to point out how 
this jobless expansion has allowed the investors to re- 
cover from their losses of the 2008 financial collapse. 
Workers, though, are still left holding the bag. 

Progressive politicians and labor advocates are 
suddenly on a campaign to highlight the plight of the 
working poor. President Obama issued an executive or- 
der to raise the minimum wage of federally contracted 
workers to $10.10 an hour. Governor Brown has pushed 
for a raise in the California minimum wage. Congress- 
woman Jackie Speier spent a night in a homeless shel- 
ter to highlight her discovery that even married couples 
with active full-time jobs can end up in a shelter. 

Even Ron Unz, a millionaire Republican activist, 
has seen the light — circulating petitions for a Califor- 
nia ballot measure calling for a two-step increase in the 
minimum wage to $10 an hour in 2015 and $12 in 2016, 
outdoing Obama and the Democrats. 

We’ve been through all this before. What we now 
call the 1% used to be called robber barons. There was 
no shortage of self-appointed champions of the poor 

continued on p. 3 


EDITORIAL 


Capitalist 
economy is failing 


Ongoing national strikes and demonstrations by 
fast food workers demanding a $15 an hour living wage 
show that workers’ reality is not the media-touted 
economic “recovery” enjoyed by the super- wealthy 
finance capitalists. In real life the 2008 depression 
drags on. In his State of the Union address, President 
Obama criticized today’s gross inequality and urged 
Congress to raise the federal minimum wage to $10.10 
an hour, which he has since decreed for new workers 
employed under new federal contracts beginning in 
2015. 

In a punitive move, Congressional Republicans 
wouldn’t even allow a vote for long-term unemployment 
benefits to continue, in spite of the record 1.7 million, 
or 37% of the officially unemployed, who have been 
out of work for six months or longer. Previously, a 
rate anywhere near this was called an emergency, 
compelling an automatic extension of benefits. 


FURTHER SHREDDING OF THE SAFETY NET 


Republicans forced an additional yearly cut of $1 
billion to the food stamp program. Since 2007 food 
stamps have been a lifeline for a growing number. An 
unprecedented $100 million a year in food stamps, 
a 300% increase since 2007, even supports military 
families whose breadwinners mistakenly thought 
joining the military provided a path out of poverty. 

This deprivation comes during the weakest 
recovery ever, with an official unemployment rate 
of 6.6%, which is really nearly 12% if one includes 
those who have given up searching for work. Today’s 
extreme and growing inequality is a major topic among 
economists, who were greeted at the January World 
Economic Forum in Davos with an Oxfam International 
report that the top 1% now own nearly half the world’s 
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Women fight for freedom 
against growing retrogression 


by Terry Moon 

While experiences in the squares of the Arab 
Spring, in Turkey’s Gezi Park, in the streets of Spain 
and Greece, and in the U.S. Occupy Movements have 
revealed moments of what new human relations 
between women and men could look like, those 
moments of hope and exhilaration have been followed 
by devastating reaction and retrogression. 

An example of that retrogression — counter- 
revolution, stepping on the heels of revolution and 
often emanating from within it — reared its hideous 
face in Egypt, where 
Muslim Brotherhood 
leader Mohamed 

Morsi squandered his 
election by refusing to 
represent the hopes of 
the revolution. Sexual 
harassment, which was 
almost non-existent 
during the occupation of 
the squares, is back with 
a vengeance. 

The Egyptian army 
under General Sisi 
never stopped harassing 
women and is continuing 
to conduct so-called 
“virginity tests” on 
activists even though he 
vowed not to do so. The 
military is raping and beating women in the streets 
and jails who participate in revolutionary protests. 
WAR IS UBIQUITOUS 

Along with counter-revolution, what else has 
made women’s never-ending struggle for freedom more 
difficult is war — and it is everywhere. A 32-month 
war has ravaged the lives of women from the Nuba 
Mountains, where the last two months of 2013 were 
particularly brutal. Sudanese government militias 
have forced thousands to flee their homes. They are 
running from killings, arbitrary arrests and mass 
rapes. In Lebanon, discrimination, rape, harassment, 
and child marriages are increasing rapidly. In Burma 
(Myanmar) a new report by the Women’s League of 
Burma (WLB) revealed the Army’s systematic rape of 
women and girls. Particularly horrifying is that many 
of the women and girls — some as young as eight years 
old — die from internal injuries. Most of the cases 
are perpetrated by high-ranking Burmese military 
officials, and are linked to the military offensive 
against the Kachin and Shan ethnic minorities. 
AMERICAS WARS SHATTER WOMEN 

Many of us can remember the justification 
made by the Bush administration for the U.S. war 
in Afghanistan. Laura Bush was trotted out in 2001 
to make the appeal: “They (the Taliban) must be 
stopped. The fight against terrorism is also a fight for 


the rights and dignity of women.” There is no question 
that the reign of terror imposed by the Taliban involved 
horrendous attacks on women’s freedom and their very 
lives. Yet after a 14-year war and thousands of deaths, 
not only are the Taliban not gone, but President Hamid 
Karzai wants to negotiate a “peace” with them. There is 
not a shred of doubt that the limited rights that women 
have gained would be his first chip on the bargaining 
table. Indeed, the destruction of Afghan women’s hard- 
won rights is already happening: 

2 Heather Barr, the senior Afghanistan researcher 

at Human Rights 
Watch, wrote in The 
New York Times on a 
draft law that would 
reintroduce execution 
by stoning for 
adultery. The law was 
prepared by Afghan 
government officials. 

9 A new 
element that was 
introduced into the 
Afghan Criminal 
Procedure Code — 
only omitted because 
of a huge national 
and international 
outcry — would have 
banned relatives 
from appearing as 
witnesses in court, thus giving a green light to domestic 
violence and child abuse. This in a country where 
reports of abuse rose by 28% in 2013 over 2012, but 
prosecutions rose by only 2%. 

2 Abuses against women have greatly increased. 
Sima Samar, chair of the Afghanistan Independent 
Human Rights Commission, said, “The brutality of 
the cases is really bad. Cutting the nose, lips and ears. 
Committing public rape.” Suraya Pakzad, who runs 
women’s shelters, said, “Killing women in Afghanistan 
is an easy thing. There’s no punishment.” 

2 Severe malnutrition among Afghan children 
has increased 50% or more since 2012. Doctors Without 
Borders reports that the hospital in the capital of 
Helmand province is admitting 200 starving children a 
month — four times more than it did in 2012. 

WOMEN COPE WITH AN IRAQ IN SHAMBLES 

The situation is no better for women in Iraq. The 
U.S. left the country in shambles. In 2013 more than 
7,800 civilians were killed — the deadliest year since 
2008 — and nearly 18,000 Iraqi civilians were injured. 
Now 28% of Iraqi families — 9.5 million individuals — 
live in poverty. That poverty, the lack of laws against 
human trafficking, and the breakdown in government 
and infrastructure caused by continuous war have made 
Iraq “a hotbed of human trafficking and smuggling 
from all over the world,” according to a 2013 U.S. State 

continued on p. 10 



Afghan women demonstrate on Feb. 13 in Kabul showing their opposition to 
violence against women. They chant: “Justice! Justice!” and “No more violence!” 


Ukraine and Bosnia: historic uprisings 


by Gerry Emmett 

In Ukraine, an unexpected eruption of mass 
struggle led to the overthrow of Ukraine’s corrupt, 
oligarchic, and ultimately murderous President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych. In Bosnia, at the same time, massive, 
nationwide discontent with the corrupt system left in 
place when the 1995 Dayton Accords partitioned the 
country has led to the equally unexpected creation of 
new forms of democratic organization. 

These movements continue the profoundly demo- 
cratic aspirations unleashed worldwide by the Arab 
Spring. In both cases, the eruption of mass struggle 
also evokes profound depths of historic memory. It is a 
unique historic moment, the kind of moment that opens 
vistas to the future even as it sheds light on the past. 
THE OLIGARCHS AND THE MAI DAN 

Yanukovych’s presidency rose from the turmoil fol- 
lowing Ukraine’s independence, a part of the wave of 
movements which overthrew Communist rule in East- 
ern Europe and Russia. His faction of oligarchs is based 
in eastern Ukraine, in the old industrial region that 


was carved up among former Communist Party appa- 
ratchiks. 

This is similar to what happened in Russia, and 
the ghost ship empire that President Vladimir Putin 
pursues, based in the neo-fascist ideology of Alexander 
Dugin. Both have the same ruling class base. 

Anti-Yanukovych sentiment initially began last No- 
vember with a few hundred students coming out to In- 
dependence Square (Maidan) to protest his decision to 
orient toward Russia’s proposed economic union. It was 
Yanukovych’s brutal treatment of these first protests 
that eventually brought a large part of Kiev’s popula- 
tion into the Maidan. He had tapped into a century’s 
worth of indignation, including the suffering Ukraini- 
ans underwent during Stalin’s genocidal famine, and 
the forced relocation of the Muslim Tatars. 

The Ukraine that began to hear and speak for itself 
in the Maidan was made up of both Ukrainian and Rus- 
sian speakers; it included historic Jewish and Muslim 
minorities; and significant parts were played by femi- 
nists and LGBT activists — examples of new human 
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Court, fanatics besiege clinics 


by Terry Moon 

In June the U.S. Supreme 
Court will decide if buffer 
zones around clinics that of- 
fer abortion are a violation of 
freedom of speech. Court watchers say they look ready 
to rule the zones illegal. That would be a tragedy. In 
a strikingly disingenuous — or criminally ignorant — 
statement, Justice Antonin Scalia 
said, speaking of anti-abortion fa- 
natics who mob women entering 
clinics, “These people don’t want 
to protest abortion. They want to 
talk to the women who are about 
to get abortions and try to talk 
them out of it.” 

The New York Times contrib- 
uted to masking the viciousness 
of these so-called “sidewalk coun- 
selors” with an article (“Where 
Free Speech Collides with Abor- 
tion Rights,” Jan. 12) that paint- 
ed the lead plaintiff in the case as 
a grandmotherly 77-year-old who 
“posed no threat.” Had they spent 
any time at all in front of clinics 
where Operation Rescue, Save the 
Storks, Abolish Human Abortion, 

Operation Save America, Pro-Life 
America, National Right to Life, 
and oh, so many more, harangue, 
harass, threaten, film, jam leaf- 
lets in unwilling hands and through car windows, and 
scream at women through bullhorns and loudspeakers, 
they might have printed a more objective view. 
‘FREEDOM OF SPEECH’ IS POLITICIZED 

One cannot but be struck with the different at- 
titude to and treatment of anti-abortion fanatics as 
against workers on strike who want to stop scabs from 
going into a factory and taking their jobs. Anyone who 
has walked a picket line knows that police will be right 
there to escort scabs though the line into the factory. If 
a worker steps out of line, she’s arrested immediately. If 
a worker doesn’t keep moving, if she blocks the factory 
door for an instant, she’s arrested. But police, for the 
most part, give anti-abortion fanatics free rein. That’s 
one reason buffer zones were needed in the first place. 

Imagine if a worker set up loudspeakers to scream 
threats into a factory. They’d be stopped immediately. 
But outside a clinic in Huntsville, Ala., a fanatic set up 
a loudspeaker because, to quote him: “I want the word 
of god to penetrate this building... I’m here to warn you 
to flee the wrath of god to come. I’m here to warn you of 
the wrath of god to come.” Clearly, politicized “freedom 
of speech” has been granted to anti-abortion fanatics 
but withheld from workers, who would certainly not be 




allowed “to talk to the [scabs] who are about to [take my 
job] and try to talk them out of it.” 

The man spewing harassment and threats in 
Huntsville is no isolated incident. Cosmopolitan recent- 
ly posted an article, “6 Women on Their Terrifying, In- 
furiating Encounters With Abortion Clinic Protesters” 
(http ://www. cosmopolitan . com/celebrity/news/abortion- 
clinic-protesters), that the Supreme Court should take 

to heart. 

The article 
quotes Brittany 

from Colorado, who 
went to a clinic when 
she was 21 with her 
aunt. She relates 
that they “noticed a 
few men, all in their 
50s or 60s, milling 
around the park- 
ing lot...” and one 
“made a beeline for 
us with a fistful of 
pamphlets. My aunt 
said, ‘Thanks, but 
no thanks,’ and he 
got irate, scream- 
ing, ‘How can you 
do this? You’re kill- 
ing your baby to 
continue on your 
whore lifestyle, you 
jezebel!’ 

‘SURREAL AND TERRIFYING AT ONCE’ 

“Suddenly we were surrounded by five other men,” 
Brittany continues, “That’s when the baby-doll parts 
starting hitting us. They had a box filled with torn 
apart baby dolls covered with red paint. All three of us 
were hit — in the head, chest, torso. As they were pelting 
us, they yelled, ‘This is what you’re doing to your baby! 
Look at the street! It’s strewn with the blood of your 
baby. That’s your baby scattered across the street!’ It 
was surreal and terrifying at once.” She thought she’d 
feel better inside. “But,” she wrote, “as I sat in the wait- 
ing area, I could hear every single girl get out of her car 
and do that walk of shame. That was the worst part of 
the day.” 

These groups do great harm, be it posting pictures 
of a 14-year-old going into a clinic on their internet page 
for, literally, the world to see, as more than one group 
has done, or by making a day that is already difficult 
for women, much more so. 

The majority on the Supreme Court seem to be 
purposefully forgetting that anti-abortion fanatics have 
bombed and burned down clinics and shot and killed 
doctors as well as clinic receptionists, translators and 
guards. They are domestic terrorists that neither our 
government nor law enforcement treat as such. 

There is no doubt that the fight for safe, accessible, 
affordable abortion will continue. We demand the U.S. 
Supreme Court not make that struggle more difficult. 


Escorts take part in a Moral Monday March in Raleigh, NC, on Feb. 8. 
Escorts help women negotiate throngs of anti-abortion protesters. 


by Artemis 

Eminent theoretical chemists Anna Krylov, Emily 
A. Carter and Laura Gagliardi have called for a boycott 
of the International Congress of Quantum Chemistry 
to be held by the International Academy of Quantum 
Molecular Sciences in Beijing, China, in 2015. The Con- 
ference’s list of 24 speakers and five chairs is all male. 
Krylov stated in the online boycott petition that this is 
an ongoing problem with bias in the scientific commu- 
nity, and that the Women in Theoretical Chemistry web 
directory lists over 300 women, many of whom are “far 
more distinguished than many of the men being invited 

to speak at these conferences.” 

* * * 

On Jan. 24, Shulamit Aloni, an outspoken Israeli 
leader in human, civil, women’s and children’s rights 
died at the age of 86. She had a long career as a member 
of and minister in Parliament, and also worked for so- 
cial justice as an attorney, teacher, radio show host, and 
author of several newspaper columns and six books, the 
last written at age 80. She strongly supported a secu- 
lar government and a constitution for Israel, and stated 
the country’s occupation of Palestine “is killing us all.” 
A proposal has been made for an Israeli LGBT center to 
be renamed after her, and her passing is feared to mark 

the decline of the Left in Israel. 

* * * 

Nadezhda Tolokonnikova and Maria Alyokhina, 
members of the Russian punk feminist rock/perfor- 
mance protest art group Pussy Riot, were imprisoned 
in 2012 for “hooliganism motivated by religious hatred” 
for protesting President Putin’s combination of church 
and state. Released on Dec. 23, 2013, they rejoined the 
group, which performed in a concert for Amnesty Inter- 
national, then released a video critical of the oil indus- 
try. Two members of the group were beaten at the Sochi 
Olympics by security officers while making a video of 
their protest of Putin’s anti-LGBT policies and arrests 
of activists. 


‘Humane immigration 
reform now!’ 

Los Angeles — On Feb. 22, 400 immigrant workers 
from Mexico and Central America and their U.S. sup- 
porters marched through downtown for “comprehensive 
and humane immigration reform now!” Sponsored by 
the Full Rights for Immigrants Coalition, the march 
included members of Hermandad Mexicana Transna- 
cional, Consejos de Federaciones Mexicanos en Nortea- 
merica/Council of Mexican Federations, Council of Bi- 
racial Organizations and many individuals. 

We gathered and marched with U.S. flags and 
chanted: “Somos un pueblo sin fronterafWe are a people 
without borders” and “Obama ! Escucha ! Estamos en 
la lucha!” (Listen, Obama, we’re in the struggle!) with 
signs that read “Don’t take my mom,” “Taxation with- 
out representation,” “Legalization — si! Deportation — 
no!” and “Pathway to citizenship for families.” 

Though much smaller than the march last Septem- 
ber when 4,000 demonstrated for immigration reform 
legislation to stop the massive deportations that are 
destroying working families (see “Legalize my parents,” 
Nov. -Dec. 2013 N&L), this march was just as spirited. 

But I heard only one woman speak, although 
half of the marchers were women. 

Dr. John Fernandez said: You can’t separate the 
civil rights movement in the 1960s from the marches 
for immigrant rights today. I marched in the 1970 Chi- 
cano Moratorium march against the Vietnam War, 
which grew out of the Civil Rights Movement. 

Pastor Logan, a Black pastor/activist, said: You 
and I, we stand in solidarity. We are stronger together. 
I know the pain you’re going through. There was a time 
I felt the pain of losing my children. Keep fighting, keep 
praying. And he led a chant: “Obama! Escucha ! Esta- 
mos en la luchaF 

— Basho 


‘Sex Workers Unite ’ 

Sex Workers Unite: A History of the Movement from 
Stonewall to SlutWalk, by Melinda Chateau vert, is a 
valuable history of the Sex Workers’ Rights Movement 
in the U.S. from its start in the 1960s to the present and 
its intersection with other social justice movements. 
Activists chose the term “sex worker” because it includes 
providers of any sexual service or entertainment and is 
gender neutral. “Worker” puts it into the same context 
as other labor struggles with the need for safe and fair 
working conditions. 

Chateauvert explains that whether people become 
sex workers from “choice, circumstance, or coercion,” 
they are “fighters” who need others to be their allies 
not rescuers. Trafficking victims could find help more 
easily under the human rights approach rather than 
the current one in which they are criminalized. She also 
explains the many reasons why sex workers demand 
decriminalization rather than legalization, which 
results in more harassment and exploitation from law 
enforcement and the state. In fact, sex workers most 
often cite the police as perpetrators of rape, harassment 
and violence. 

SEX WORKERS BUILDING COMMUNITY 

Chateauvert thoroughly describes the changes 
in the sex industry over the years, as well as new 
oppressive laws intended to take public attention off of 
globalization and job loss, and the movement’s successes 
in changing some of those laws. Equally important have 
been sex workers’ efforts at building community such 
as: hotlines to report dangerous clients; nonjudgmental 
medical clinics run by and for sex workers; and zines 
giving encouragement and medical advice to youth 
who mistrust the medical and legal systems. They also 
speak for themselves through books, films, podcasts, 
zines, speakouts, conferences and art shows. 

Sex workers have been on the forefront of other 
social justice movements, but have been shut out as 
these movements achieve mainstream acceptance. 
People — especially women — who are of color, 
Transgender, undocumented immigrants, the poor and/ 
or the homeless are more likely to resort to or choose 
sex work, especially trading sex on the street, which is 
the most targeted by law enforcement. They are thus 
more likely to become incarcerated. 

Sex workers have been activists against 
sexism, racism, homophobia, transphobia, poverty, 
homelessness, and the prison industrial complex. 
However, the mainstream LGBT movement does not 
recognize their prominence in the Stonewall Rebellion 
and early Queer movement. Today, it favors marriage 
and conformity over acceptance of a range of different 
sexualities and appearances. But, as the fight against 
HIV/AIDS shows, sex workers and their movement have 
educated the public about safer sex. This has been more 
effective than the Right’s policies of sexual repression 
and scapegoating of sex workers. 

WE OWN OUR OWN BODIES! 

It may seem strange that the sex workers movement 
and the feminist sex-positive movement have been 
close allies since sex work is not always pleasurable. 
What they have in common is an insistence on the 
ownership of one’s own body and sexuality, which 
means a rejection of the shame used to keep women and 
sex workers from insisting on rights and freedom from 
violence. Sex workers were involved in the feminist 
SlutWalk demonstrations, which made the statement 
that a woman’s sexual and clothing choices are never 
an excuse for rape. Until recently both movements were 
rejected by the organized feminist movement, although 
they also identified as feminist and have used the same 
radical methods of consciousness raising and speaking 
out about their own experiences. Chateauvert describes 
how prohibitionist feminists who want sex work 
criminalized have imitated the right wing in silencing 
and harassing sex workers and calling them damaged 
victims. 

Chateauvert brings up but does not delve into the 
question of how a struggle against capitalism would fit 
into the sex workers’ rights movement. However, the 
book is important in showing how overturning unjust 
social institutions will only be accomplished by listening 
to and being allied with stigmatized people rather than 
accommodating to the mainstream. — Adele 
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Locked out musicians return 


Duluth, Minn. — On Feb. 1, 2014, the Minnesota Or- 
chestral Association [MOA] ended its lockout of striking 
union musicians. The lockout began on Oct. 1, 2012, the 
longest work stoppage in U.S. orchestra history. 

Negotiations began in 
April of 2012, but fell apart 
after musicians refused to ac- 
cept pay cuts of up to 40%. The 
2012 and 2013 seasons were 
canceled, while a $50 million 
Orchestra Hall renovation went 
on as planned. 

Minnesota has a 150- 
year tradition of strong sup- 
port by the capitalist class 
for culture and the arts. 

However, the Daytons, the 
Pillsburys, and other old- 
guard capitalists failed to 
observe that many of the 
new generation of entrepre- 
neurs and managers in Min- 
nesota and the Upper Mid- 
west have been captivated 
by Tea Party economic and 
social doctrines. 

Jon Campbell, the Board chairman of MOA during 
the lockout, is an executive vice president at Wells Far- 
go; Richard Davis, the Board’s lead negotiator during 
the strike/lockout, is the U.S. Bancorp CEO. Both men 
had never taken part in labor negotiations before. They 
simply demanded that MOA slash $5 million in annu- 
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then as now. 

The Great Depression also saw the collapse of one 
financial institution after another. Franklin D. Roo- 
sevelt, a wealthy patrician, was called the great sav- 
ior then of not only the economy but also the workers. 
FDR established a national minimum wage and a host 
of pro-worker legislation such as Social Security, and 
regulatory agencies promoting the right to collective 
bargaining and health and safety. 

WHERE ARE THE LABOR MOVEMENT’S GAINS? 

In spite of all these historical achievements, why 
do we modern workers still face the risk of falling into 
that perpetual category called the working poor? What 
happened to all the gains made by the labor move- 
ment? Today’s union bureaucracies are entering into 
labor-management partnerships to retain the dues of 
the remaining paltry numbers of their membership, be- 
cause they have failed to organize the working poor and 
unemployed. 

In the shop where I work, the mantra for the last 
decade, since restructuring was firmly established 
through the labor-management partnership, has been 
“just be glad you have a job.” It’s a job, they say, with 
pretty damn good wages. Yet never in the history of my 
shop have there been so many unhappy workers. Why? 

I remember a story told by Charles Denby, the 
autoworker who wrote Indignant Heart: A Black Work- 
er’s Journal. A union business agent complained to 
him how, after he worked so hard to win such wonder- 
ful gains in wages and benefits for the workers under 
his leadership, the workers didn’t appreciate his efforts 
and remained unhappy. He wanted to know why. 
GIVING IN WAGES, TAKING IN SPEEDUP 

Denby explained that, for every extra penny the 
company bosses gave up in wages, they more than made 
up for it by speeding up the production line. What he 
said some 60 years ago informs our plight today. 

Workers are being replaced by machines, while 
the remaining workers attached to those machines are 
sped up even more, with the work becoming increas- 
ingly dehumanized. Some labor bureaucrats agree with 
capitalists that this is inevitable progress. When labor 
bureaucrats only ask that workers be paid at a “fairer” 
rate, their tacit agreement is: There is no alternative 
to capitalism. 

What is a “just” wage in a system whose very birth 
and early accumulation was based on injustice and ex- 
ploitation and whose continued expansion means fur- 
ther alienation? 

WORKERS SEEK FULL HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

Early on, Marx said that when workers abolish 
their status as defined by capital, that is, a class that is 
condemned to sell its ability to labor as a commodity, it 
would open the door to human emancipation. Existing 
labor bureaucracies want to limit the labor movement 
to improving the proceeds of labor as exchanged com- 
modity. 

We, however, want to transcend the bounds of that 
current existence which stunts further human devel- 
opment and leave behind the purgatory that truncates 
our humanity. We workers must not accept any who 
cherish dead labor, machines, over living labor. 


al expenses. When the strike by the musicians began, 
these bankers saw nothing but the Red Apocalypse. 

In December 2013, State Senator John Marty 
and others called for an end to the lockout and 
the resignations of Davis and 
board chairman Campbell. They 
accused management of manipu- 
lating “financial results in a de- 
liberate deception of the public, 
first to gain public funding for 
Orchestra Hall, and then to justi- 
fy locking out the musicians for 
well over a year.” 

The orchestra became the un- 
witting image for labor strife in the 
classical music world. At one point 
management said it was willing to 
let music director Osmo Vanska quit 
(and thus smash his artistic career) 
if that was the price for achieving its 
goals. 

My sister and I attended a num- 
ber of solidarity concerts and rallies 
in support of the striking, and then 
locked-out, musicians. We were deep- 
ly impressed by the quiet dignity and firm commitment 
of these rank-and-file workers. 

One of the key issues in this strike and lockout was 
the demand by management that the musicians not 
share in the profits associated with sales of recordings 
in the digital or new-media spheres. Management de- 
manded all such royalties to itself alone. These work- 
ers, however, and their union, would not give up the 
rights of creators. I think they should be commended. 

This is an ongoing struggle, as Google and 
other mega-corporations are attempting to alter 
copyright laws in the U.S., Britain and elsewhere. 
They want to profit from the work of artists and 
writers, but do not want them to make anything 
but a token honorarium. 

Osmo Vanska resigned on Oct. 1, 2013. On Oct. 4-5, 
he conducted three final concerts with the locked-out 
orchestra at the University of Minnesota’s Ted Mann 
Concert Hall. Emanuel Ax took the solo part in piano 
concertos by Mozart and Beethoven, and the program 
ended with Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite. As an encore, 
Vanska conducted Sibelius’s Valse Triste, which he de- 
scribed as a dance of death. At his request, the audience 
withheld applause afterward; many people left in tears. 

The St. Paul Chamber Orchestra (SPCO) had 
its own labor dispute, with management locking 
out its musicians in November 2012. The sides 
came to an agreement in April of 2013. 

Stanislaw Skrowaczewski, Edo de Waart, and 
other prominent conductors directed the locked-out 
musicians of MOA and the locked-out musicians of 
the SPCO in solidarity concerts to support their strike 
funds. Skrowaczewski especially has been a strong sup- 
porter of workers on strike, and not just musicians. Not 
since the days of Arturo Toscanini has there been such 
a pro-labor conductor. 

Now, with the end of the lockout, Campbell and 
Davis are leaving the Board of MOA. However, their 
ideas are not leaving with them. The strike and lock- 
outs of SPCO and MOA musicians revealed, in a focus 
that would not have been possible without union and 
community solidarity, the Tea Party destruction of non- 
profits everywhere in Minnesota and in the U.S. It is 
a new barbarism that seeks to uproot the present and 
the past. We will never understand the past, unless we 
catch the future in the present. 

— Seamas Cain 

Stop police spying 

Oakland, Calif. — On Feb. 18, Oakland City Council, 
on the recommendation of the Mayor, delayed voting on 
a federally funded Domestic Awareness Center (DAC). 
DAC is controversial because it would allow police and 
other agencies to deploy a network of cameras and com- 
puters to monitor Twitter and Facebook to better sur- 
veil human activities within the City of Oakland. 

Aspects of DAC already exist within Oakland, in- 
cluding about four dozen cameras being installed at the 
Port of Oakland. Proponents claim the network would 
allow police to better respond to emergencies. Oppo- 
nents claim it would increase the power of the local gov- 
ernment to spy on citizens. 

The public overwhelmingly opposed the DAC mea- 
sure, and likened it to the National Security Agency’s 
unlimited access to Americans’ communications. Of 
the 40 or so who spoke at the public discussion at the 
council hearing, all but two opposed DAC. Of those who 
testified, about half were Muslims who conveyed the 
disruptions to their lives and families. 

One City Council member asked whether DAC 
would affect the lives of other citizens as it had Mus- 
lims. Others expressed discomfort with the bill. This 
signaled a shift. During two previous hearings, the 
City Council had overwhelmingly supported the mea- 
sure. If not for the mayor’s decision to delay the vote, 
the measure would have been defeated. — Ibrahim 



VWanti-UAW vote 

Detroit — The shocking defeat of the United Auto 
Workers in a union election at the Volkswagen plant 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee, dealt a serious blow to the 
organizing strategy of the UAW in the South. UAW 
President Bob King was confident of a win because a 
majority of the plant workers had signed cards for the 
UAW and VW management did not oppose the union. 

VW had even permitted union representa- 
tives to speak to workers in the plant, unheard 
of in Southern states where not one foreign auto 
plant is unionized. 

When King was elected president five years ago 
he placed unionizing foreign-owned plants at the top of 
his priority list and has been pursuing that goal very 
aggressively ever since, including discussions with the 
union representing VW workers in Germany, where VW 
plants all have work councils composed of production 
and white-collar workers who establish procedures and 
rules regarding matters such as vacations, work hours 
and firing of workers. The company is anxious to es- 
tablish such a council at the Chattanooga plant, which 
under U.S. law would be legal only if a union existed. 

Despite the relatively favorable conditions at the 
plant with 1,550 hourly employees, the workers voted 
712 to 626 to reject the UAW, with the defeat due pri- 
marily to conservative and reactionary forces arrayed 
against the union. This opposition included millions 
of dollars to finance billboards, newspaper and maga- 
zine ads, and leaflets. Radio talk-show commentators 
and politicians kept up a steady drumbeat of attacks 
against the union. 

Spearheading the opposition was U.S. Sena- 
tor Bob Corker, former Chattanooga mayor, who 
claimed that VW would move production of a new 
car model to Mexico if the union won (a claim de- 
nied by VW executives). State legislators threat- 
ened to cancel already promised incentives to 
VW if there was a pro-union vote. 

King noted that if 44 workers had switched their 
votes, the union would have won. The UAW appealed 
the results to the National Labor Relations Board, de- 
claring that blatant outside interference made it impos- 
sible to hold a fair election. The appeal to the NLRB 
faces an uncertain future. 

Critics of the UAW pointed out that the union did 
little to organize community support and offered little 
to the workers themselves. VW workers start at $14.50 
an hour and rise to $19.50 in three years, whereas UAW 
workers hired under the two-tier bailout contract start 
at $15.78 and rise to $19.28. After subtracting union 
dues, VW workers would make less. 

This is more than just a defeat at VW. The national 
attention on this election will embolden reactionary 
forces to increase their assaults against labor. Reac- 
tionaries in Tennessee are already appealing to politi- 
cians throughout the South to increase their anti-union 
attacks. This message will be heard and applauded by 
many in the North as well. 

— Andy Phillips 

Egyptian strike wave 
topples cabinet 

Workers in the state-controlled textile industry, 
mostly women workers, and public transport workers, 
sanitation workers, office workers, doctors, and even 
policemen launched a wave of strikes in the middle of 
February that caused Prime Minister Hazem el-Biblawi 
and his entire cabinet to resign. The Biblawi govern- 
ment had condemned the strikers on Feb. 17, telling the 
Egyptian people that it was “time to maximize produc- 
tion and unite for the renaissance of Egypt.” 

Apparently the textile workers, who were demand- 
ing a monthly minimum wage of 1,200 Egyptian pounds 
($172) and the firing of corrupt managers, and union 
leaders did not agree. The textile workers at Mahalla 
Spinning and Weaving who had struck on Feb. 16 were 
still holding strong the next week. They were joined in 
their strike by textile workers at Kafr Al-Dawr in a soli- 
darity strike (illegal in Egypt as in the U.S.) over nearly 
identical demands. 

Workers had struck despite a 2012 military 
law outlawing strikes and sit-ins, and despite 
threats to jail strike leaders and bring in scabs 
to run the factories. At Attaba, the workers of the 
Port Authority seized its headquarters. The po- 
lice tried to deny them food and water by chain- 
ing the doors of the building. 

The bus drivers of Cairo went on strike, shutting 
down 28 garages, demanding not just the minimum 
wage, but improving the physical conditions of buses. 

In an effort to make Egypt capital-friendly, the 
government has delayed implementing the minimum 
wage workers have demanded, and refused to pay back 
wages. Already the cabinet of new Prime Minister Ibra- 
him Mehleb has hinted it will do the bidding of the mili- 
tary by forcing strikers back to work. But the Egyptian 
workers have long memories. They were the ones who 
led the ouster of Mubarak, and they are clearly not sat- 
isfied with the status quo. -Michael Gilbert 
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor’s note: This document is one of the 
historic-philosophic writings included in The Philo- 
sophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism. On this, the 
25th anniversary of its publication, we consider that 
a new exploration of its contents is timely for our 
world struggling for the survival, deepening and 
spread of today’s revolutions, beset as they are by both 
counter-revolution and self-limiting ideologies. This 
makes the essay central to our process of working out 
perspectives in the discussion culminating in our 
national Convention. While in the process of writing 
a book, Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy: 
“The Party” and Forms of Organization Born Out of 
Spontaneity, Dunayevskaya wrote this piece as a pre- 
sentation for a June 1, 1987, meeting of the Resident 
Editorial Board of News and Letters Committees, in 
preparation for that year’s national gathering. Her 
untimely death prevented both the completion of the 
book and the delivery of the presentation. The origi- 
nal, which indicates that she planned further revi- 
sions, can be found in the Supplement to the Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection, #10737. 


The chaotic and informal form of presentation 
tonight is not due to lack of deliberation and working 
out, much in advance of the time necessary to draw a 
balance sheet for the Plenum. Rather, it is because so 
many different and yet interrelated topics are reaching 
for solution, that I felt it very necessary to consult with 
you in this seemingly “off the top of my head” talk. 

I. THE PHILOSOPHIC POINT 

To understand today we must begin at the begin- 
ning, that is to say, as always, with Marx. Specifically 
the two periods are: the first and the last, the first be- 
ing the philosophic moment, 1844 [Marx’s Humanist 
Essays or Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts]. That 
laid the ground for all future development. The last be- 
ing the long hard trek and process of developments — 
all the revolutions, as well as philosophic-political- 
economic concretizations, culminating in Capital. Yet 
the full organizational expression of all came only then, 
i.e., the last decade, especially the 1875 Critique of the 
Gotha Program. Why only then? 

Take first another look at 1844 — the philosophic 
moment for all of Marx’s Marxism, including organiza- 
tion. Throughout Marx’s life he reached to concretize 
it. But none of the concretizations, whether 1848 with 
the Communist League, or 1864 with the First Inter- 
national, or even 1871 with the Paris Commune, fully 
reached to the level of the philosophic moment of 1844. 
Only with the Critique of the Gotha Program in 1875 
did Marx fully return to that moment as it was concret- 
ized for organization, and even then, he did not call it 
philosophy, but “principle.” 

The specific point that I’m singling out from the 
1844 founding of a new continent of thought and of 
revolution is when Marx articulates the great merit 
of Hegel in discovering the “negation of the negation,” 
and the great demerit of this same Hegel in envelop- 
ing it in such mysticism by dealing with it as various 
stages of consciousness, rather than as men and wom- 
en thinking. Marx, on the other hand, declares himself 
not only against capitalism and “vulgar communism,” 
but proclaims his philosophy to be “a new Humanism.” 

To this day 1844 was the philosophic moment of 
Marx’s discovery of that whole new continent of thought 
and of revolution that “Marxism” certainly lacked, and 
instead singled out one of the developments — econom- 
ics — so that we didn’t know “new humanism” until the 
Depression. But in fact, it is that which was the ground 
for organization throughout his life, from the moment 
he did “experience” the philosophic moment, even if it 
was only correspondence (letters) soon to become inter- 
national correspondence. 

Seriously, however, as organization, and that orga- 
nization — the Communist League — accepted the chal- 
lenge to the existing capitalist world, and that not sepa- 
rated from all political tendencies and parties. I’m re- 
ferring, of course, to the Communist Manifesto, whose 
second part is a critique of utopian socialism, etc. What 
we want to do here is to compare the 1848 Commu- 
nist Manifesto to the [First International, founded in 
1864] hailing the 1871 Paris Commune as the form, the 
working existence, the communal non-state as needing 
only release of all the mental, manual and emotional 
potentiality. 

Why then is the actual concretization of a new uni- 
ty, as in the Gotha Program, so sharply critiqued? That 
becomes the whole rub and the urgent problematic of 
our day which must be worked out. 

First, enter history. In 1847 critique meant the 
ruthless critique of all that exists that he spoke of in 
his philosophic break with the bourgeoisie and Hegel, 
concretized on the level of the existing “parties” in that 
period. (As we were to see in 1860 in his letter to Freili- 
grath, when Freiligrath, in refusing to get involved in 
the Vogt Affair, said he didn’t belong to the party any 
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longer. Marx’s reply was: Neither am I, to any existing 
party. I didn’t mean it in the ephemeral sense, I meant 
it in the historic. Clearly, Marx meant that no one could 
rewrite the history, and both the revolution of 1848 and 
the Manifesto that anticipated it and followed it, are 
historic.) 1 

It is that historic period that changed when in- 
ternational workers got together to take a position on 
what was happening on a different continent. That too 
had a “manifesto,” perhaps not as bold as the Commu- 
nist Manifesto, thought Marx, which was actually the 
preamble to the Constitution and By-laws to the First 
International. 

AT THE SAME 
TIME, Marx didn’t hes- 
itate a second once the 
Paris Commune burst 
out, and some trade 
unionists didn’t share 
the enthusiasm, to write 
them out of the First In- 
ternational. He not only 
declared the need to go 
lower and deeper, but 
insisted that they didn’t 
represent the majority 
of the masses; the Paris 
Communards did, and 
it is that Idea that de- 
fines history now as both ongoing and the future. 

II. DIALECTICS OF ORGANIZATION 

So, what happened in 1875? Look at how the self- 
development of the Idea that we now call Marxism has 
concretized itself when its greatest theoretical work, 
Capital, in its French edition, is finished, and that has 
philosophy spelled out in the most concrete terms from 
fetishism of commodities to the new passions and new 
forces that go against the accumulation of capital. And 
he has the experience now of both political parties and 
forms of organization emerging spontaneously from the 
masses, plus philosophy . 

Critique of the Gotha Program : There is no way 
now, no matter how Marx kept from trying to give any 
blueprints for the future, not to develop a general view 
of where we’re headed for the day after the conquest of 
power, the day after we have rid ourselves of the birth- 
marks of capitalism when a new generation can finally 
see all its potentiality put an end once and for all to the 
division between mental and manual labor. 2 

Let me now state something general from Hegel 
on the question of “The Philosophic Point” which would 
also apply to us. 3 

In Hegelian dialectics, the philosophic moment is 
a determinant; even if the person who was driven to 
articulate the Idea of that “moment” was very nearly 
unconscious as to its depth and its ramifications, it re- 
mained the element that governed the concretization 
that follows the laborious birth that poured forth in a 
torrent nevertheless. 

Specifically and concretely, in our case the moment 
I’m referring to is May 12 and 20, 
1953. 4 The Idea is in demystifying 
the Absolute as either God or the 
closed ontology, as the unity I sin- 
gled out, a dual movement, from 
theory to practice, from practice 
as well as from theory. 

We were so overwhelmed with 
the movement from practice that 
we were hardly as enthusiastic or 
as concrete about the movement 
from theory, if not actually forget- 
ting it. I therefore wish to go into great detail about 
those two letters in 1953, not as the small coin of con- 
crete questions, but as the many Universals inherent 
in it, so that we can see what is still new in it that we 
must develop for the book [. Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy ]. 

Everyone has heard so much about 1953 as the 
stage of breakthrough on the Absolute Idea that you 
may think: what else is there to be said? The whole 
point, however, about the philosophic point that became 

1. In a letter to Ferdinand Freiligrath of Feb. 29, 1860, Marx 
wrote, “by party, I meant party in the eminent historical 
sense.” 

2. Marx wrote in Critique of the Gotha Program : “In a higher 
phase of communist society, after the enslaving subordina- 
tion of individuals under division of labor, and therewith 
also the antithesis between mental and physical labor, has 
vanished; after labor, from a mere means of life, has become 
the prime necessity of life; after the productive forces have 
also increased with the all-round development of the indi- 
vidual, and all the springs of co-operative wealth flow more 
abundantly — only then can the narrow horizon of bourgeois 
right be crossed in its entirety and society inscribe on its 
banners: From each according to his abilities, to each ac- 
cording to his needs!” 

3. Dunayevskaya wrote this sentence on the outline of her talk 
for inclusion at this point in her presentation. 

4. Dunayevskaya’s May 12 and 20, 1953, letters on Hegel’s Ab- 

solutes are included in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist- 

Humanism. 


a philosophic determinant, and not just the ground, but 
became so startlingly new and clear with Marx that 
looking at it for this age, specifically [in relation to] 
ourselves, it began to appear in an altogether new way. 
Here is what I mean: 

Heretofore what we stressed when we pointed to 
1953 as source was the important point of 1955, when 
there was an actual organizational break-up. 5 Then 
what became clearer was that actually, insofar as the 
words “Marxist-Humanism” are concerned, we couldn’t 
say 1955, but as it was expressed in written form in 
Marxism and Freedom in 1957. Now what is clear is 
not that any of the other dates are wrong, but that each 

time it is a specific period 
that makes one realize 
that actually what wasn’t 
clear was what was in 
the philosophic moment, 
and only when the objec- 
tive and subjective merge 
is it “proven.” Oh, the 
source, the ground, re- 
ally also had a roof. But 
the context in between, 
the structure, couldn’t 
be controlled without the 
objective situation. But 
that, on the other hand, 
made it very clear that we 
are back to focusing on the philosophic moment. 

...THE IMPERATIVENESS OF BOTH THE OB- 
JECTIVE AND SUBJECTIVE URGENCY NOW MAN- 
IFESTS THAT WHAT HAS BEEN AN UNTRODDEN 
PATH ALL THESE YEARS, BY ALL POST-MARX 
MARXISTS, INCLUDING LENIN— WHO DID DIG 
INTO PHILOSOPHY, BUT NOT THE PARTY, AND 
LUXEMBURG, WHO DID DIG INTO SPONTANE- 
ITY, BUT NOT PHILOSOPHY— IS ORGANIZATION, 
the Dialectics of Philosophy and Organization. 

Why did we think once we took the big step of sepa- 
rating, indeed breaking, with the elitist party, that it 
is sufficient to do so politically without doing so philo- 
sophically? 

Wasn’t it because we actually had not penetrated 
the dialectic of organization in its relationship to dia- 
lectics of philosophy, though we certainly never stopped 
using the word “dialectics”? In a word, even when we 
used “Absolute” in relationship to method and defi- 
nitely stressed that we do not mean just a tool or ap- 
plication, we did think that it was not just the thresh- 
old of the Absolute Idea, but the Absolute Idea as its 
ultimate, as if Absolute Mind was no more than what 
Absolute Idea was in the Logic and Hegel didn’t need 
to tell us that we better not stop there and instead go to 
Philosophy of Nature and Philosophy of Mind. 

No wonder that when C.L.R. James said that he 
looked into Philosophy of Mind, he concluded that he 
found nothing there “for us.” 6 1 must have felt dissatis- 
fied, since that is where I went, and precisely, I might 
say, on the question of what we called “dialectics of the 
party,” specifying however, that I wasn’t interested ei- 
ther in the mass party, which the masses will build, or 
in the elitist party, which we definitely oppose, but in 
what happens to a small group “like us” who know that 
nothing can be done without the masses, and are with 
them, but they [small groups] are theoreticians and 
they always seem to be around too. So, what is the ob- 
jectivity which explains their presence, as the objectiv- 
ity explains the spontaneous outburst of the masses? In 
a word, I was looking for the objectivity of subjectivity. 

The one thing I did not mention in discussing 1953 
is that the letter of May 20, where I suddenly speak 
on the Philosophy of Mind, came after James had said 
in his Notes on Dialectics — or the letter accompany- 
ing his Notes — that he had looked into Philosophy of 
Mind, and found nothing there “for us” (naturally that 
means Johnson-Forest Tendency). So why did I go to 
the Philosophy of Mind after connecting the end of the 
last few pages of Science of Logic with Philosophy of 
Mind ? What is further to be noted is that [Dunayevska- 
ya’s May 12, 1953, letter concluded that], just as Lenin 
had noted that Chapter One [of Marx’s Capital ] bore 
resemblance to Hegel’s syllogistic Universal-Particu- 
lar-Individual — and we [the Johnson-Forest Tendency] 
noted that Chapter One includes [the section on] fetish- 
ism [of the commodity] — so the accumulation of capital, 
its General Absolute Law, was based on the Absolute 
Idea, holding that just as that meant the dialectic of 
bourgeois society, its end by the revolt of the workers, 
so Marx “also set the limits to the dialectic of the par- 
ty, which is part of bourgeois society and will wither 
away with the passing of the bourgeoisie....” Therefore, 

continued on p. 5 

5. Dunayevskaya was co-leader, along with C.L.R. James and 
Grace Lee Boggs, of the Correspondence Committees, which 
lasted from 1951 to 1955. Prior to 1951 they existed as the 
Johnson-Forest Tendency within the Trotskyist movement. 
In 1955, Dunayevskaya founded News and Letters Commit- 
tees. 

6. See the letter of C.L.R. James to Grace Lee Boggs of May 20, 
1949, in The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #1612. 
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continued from p. 4 

what we were working on was not just a book, but a 
philosophy, a whole new philosophy of dialectics for our 
age of post-World War II, and that, of course, meant 
cracking the Absolute. That is where we all stopped. 
C.L.R. James promised he would do it, but he didn’t. 
Instead, he said he had looked into the Philosophy of 
Mind and found nothing in there for us. 

So, whatever it was that was driving me in 1953 
to write those letters of May 12 and May 20, it sudden- 
ly became the whole of Hegel’s 
work, beginning, as always, 
with what Marx said was most 
important in Phenomenology of 
Mind, going through the Science 
of Logic with Lenin, but refusing 
to follow either Lenin [on its] last 
paragraph, or James on the fact 
that he found nothing in Philos- 
ophy of Mind. I delved not only 
into that work, but into [its] last 
final syllogisms that nobody, in- 
cluding bourgeois academia, had 
seriously tackled [until] the next decade. I was not de- 
bating them or what they did or did not do; in this case, 
my “ignorance” saved me from having to argue with 
them or anybody, but, again it was Marx who, though 
he broke off his manuscript [of his 1844 “Critique of the 
Hegelian Dialectic”] before the final section of Philoso- 
phy of Mind, his very sharp digging into Capital, es- 
pecially the general law of capitalist accumulation and 
the new passions and new forces, led me to conclude 
suddenly that the dialectic of the Party as well as of the 
contradictions in the Absolute Idea itself, resulted in 
my seeing what I called “the new society,” i.e., the end 
of the division between mental and manual. 

Thus, that philosophic moment was the core for 
those heretofore formative years of News and Letters 
Committees which ended with the completion of Marx- 
ism and Freedom, where we saw that the little phrase 
“the movement from practice” set the whole structure 
of Marxism and Freedom. Not only 
that; it served both as ground and 
roof for the analysis of the contem- 
porary world, both theoretically 
and practically, including the al- 
together new voices from both the 
proletariat and the new revolts in 
the Communist world, as well as 
the Black Revolution right here 
in the U.S. I’m sure I don’t have 
to repeat that to this day that first 
edition had one banner-raising 
event of world historic importance, by including the 
first translation both of Marx’s Humanist Essays and 
Lenin’s Philosophic Notebooks. 7 

I returned to the final Chapter 12 of Rosa Luxem- 
burg , Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of 
Revolution. Its penultimate paragraph read: 

“It isn’t because we are any ‘smarter’ that we can 
see so much more than other post-Marx Marxists. Rath- 
er, it is because of the maturity of our age. It is true 
that other post-Marx Marxists have rested on a trun- 
cated Marxism; it is equally true that no other genera- 
tion could have seen the problematic of our age, much 
less solve our problems. Only live human beings can 
recreate the revolutionary dialectic forever anew. And 
these live human beings must do so in theory as well 
as in practice. It is not a question only of meeting the 
challenge from practice, but of being able to meet the 
challenge from the self-development of the Idea, and of 
deepening theory to the point where it reaches Marx’s 
concept of the philosophy of ‘revolution in permanence.’” 

It was at that point that I asked that the following 
paragraph be added: 

“There is a further challenge to the form of orga- 
nization which we have worked out as the committee- 
form rather than the ‘party-to-lead.’ But, though com- 
mittee-form and ‘party-to-lead’ are opposites, they are 
not absolute opposites. At the point when the theoretic- 
form reaches philosophy, the challenge demands that 
we synthesize not only the new relations of theory to 
practice, and all the forces of revolution, but philoso- 
phy’s ‘suffering, patience and labor of the negative,’ i.e. 
experiencing absolute negativity. Then and only then 
will we succeed in a revolution that will achieve a class- 
less, non-racist, non-sexist, truly human, truly new so- 
ciety. That which Hegel judged to be the synthesis of 
the ‘Self-Thinking Idea’ and the ‘Self-Bringing-Forth of 
Liberty,’ Marxist-Humanism holds, is what Marx had 
called the new society. The many paths to get there are 
not easy to work out....” 

Now return to our own situation, and think of the 
attacks that we will be facing in 1987, when we state 
openly that even the one post-Marx Marxist revolution- 
ary who did reach deeply into philosophy — Lenin — 
nevertheless did not do so on the question of organiza- 

7. Here Dunayevskaya said from her hospital bed on June 5 

that she wished to include parts of her “Theory/Practice” 

column written that day. She called special attention to the 

following six paragraphs. 


tion. In truth, he never renounced his position on the 
vanguard party set out in 1902 in What Is to Be Done? 
though he often critiqued it himself. He profoundly ex- 
tended his new breakthrough in philosophy to a con- 
cretization of the dialectics of revolution, and yet never 
changed his position on the need for the ‘thin layer of 
Bolsheviks’ as a vanguard party organization. In 1982 
in Rosa Luxemburg , Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution, we critiqued Lenin politically. 
To fully work out the dialectics of philosophy and orga- 
nization for our age, it is now clear that that critique 
must dig deep philosophically. 

The whole truth is that even Marx’s Critique of 
the Gotha Program, which remains the ground for or- 
ganization today, was written 112 years ago. What is 
demanded is not mere “updating,” after all the aborted 
revolutions of the post-World War II world. “Ground” 
will not suffice alone; we have to finish the building — 
the roof and its contents. This is what I am working on 
now in the Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy . 
I would appreciate hearing from our readers on their 
thoughts on this. 

Now, then, it seems to me that in a certain sense 
we could call it a shock for me to have expe- 
rienced this in this year, when a great deal 
of research was done by others... on the many 
ways that spontaneity appeared in the forms 
of councils, soviets, committees, communes, 
and so forth, not only to say the generaliza- 
tion: Yes, the party and the forms of organiza- 
tion born from spontaneity are opposites, but 
they are not absolute opposites. The change 
in the title to Dialectics of Organization and 
Philosophy 8 really means that the absolute 
opposite is philosophy, and that we have not 
yet worked out organizationally. Because... 9 

Take [Anton] Pannekoek. The Council Communists 
were certainly earlier on the scene and directly opposed 
Lenin in a friendly way, on the question of a single form 
of organization, insisting that when it comes to produc- 
tion, the people at the point of production must main- 
tain their power after the revolution. But, did they ever 
give up their party? Didn’t they think, along with Rosa 
Luxemburg, that spontaneity is no substitute for the 
wholeness of internationalism and theory? On the con- 
trary, they took that for granted. What not only was not 
taken for granted, but never even approached in any 
way whatever, unless one calls “approached” a total re- 
jection, was philosophy. Except, except, except... 

The except of course, refers to Lenin. But he too 
kept to the old and Plekhanov when it came to Russia. 10 

One must not hem in a new duality into an old re- 
ality because of the similarities of abstract opposites 
colliding. It is the collision of concrete opposites that de- 
mands a new unity. Without that philosophic moment 
there is no way to hew out a new path. And for Lenin 
there was no philosophic moment insofar as organiza- 
tion was concerned. 

In the case of organization, every Left was grab- 
bing at some old contradictions, and with them, some 
old solutions. Which is why the most cogent moment 
for our problematic, and for showing up more than am- 
bivalence in Lenin, was the fact that Pannekoek (and 
Gorter), with that creative, new concept of council com- 
munism, i.e., power in the hands of the workers at the 
point of production, came the old, vulgarized, abys- 
mally narrow, materialistic philosophy of Lenin’s 1908 
Materialism and Empirio- Criticism, as against Lenin’s 
great new philosophic breakthrough on the Larger Log- 
ic , and as if that self-movement of ideas and of people 
was a “betrayal” of the class struggle. And to this day, 
that is what Council Communists are swearing by (see 
Lenin as Philosopher). 

Lenin, too, never raised philosophy directly in rela- 
tionship to organization. It was at most a phrase, like 
the famous reference in the Trade Union Debate, where 
he brings in, in a general way only, dialectics and eclec- 
ticism (see page 65 of Volume IX of Lenin’s Selected 
Works, on “a glass cylinder”). 11 

And the epigones have been busy trying to say that 
whereas it was correct for Lenin not to touch the ques- 
tion of the party when there was the great phenomenon 
of Soviets, “we” must no longer avoid the question of 
party. Whereupon, they end up just with two more rea- 

8. Dunayevskaya’s proposed title for her new book developed 
from “Dialectics of the Party” to “Dialectics of Organization” 
to “Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy: The ‘Party’ 
and Forms of Organization Born out of Spontaneity.” 

9. The ellipsis is in the original here and at the end of the next 
paragraph. 

10. Here Dunayevskaya crossed out a paragraph: “It took all 
the way to the aftermath of World War II before the ques- 
tion of philosophy was reached seriously enough to become 
conscious of the significance of the movements from practice 
as a new opening in philosophy itself, which was directly re- 
lated to that movement from practice. Indeed, arose because 
of both the self-determination of the Idea and the movement 
from practice. Jamming up against each other in a way that 
the duality was on the road to a new unity.” 

11. See Lenin’s 1920 speech “Once Again on the Trade Unions, 
the Current Situation and the Mistakes of Trotsky and 
Bukharin.” 


sons for being in favor of the vanguard party. 

III. CONCLUSION: UNTRODDEN PATHS IN 
ORGANIZATION 

In a single word, we must go into these untrod- 
den paths. We must not, I repeat must not, look for a 
crutch just because a new epigone is using the word 
“democracy” to mean more than one party, and a Mao 
is espousing at one and the same time, “bombard the 
headquarters” and “the Party remains the vanguard” 
(+ vs. bureaucratization...). 

Since Marx himself laid the ground [in 1875] — and 
that, remember, is 112 years ago — the whole of post- 
Marx Marxism beginning with Engels has not built on 
that ground. And Engels, you must remember, did fight 
hard to have the Critique of the Gotha Program pub- 
lished, if in a “moderated” form, and yet assented to 
the establishment of the Second International. And the 
German Social Democracy had been forced to publish 
it, but only as a “contribution to the discussion,” not as 
ground for organization. 

Lenin did return to Marx’s roots in Hegel, and did 
see that the Critique of the Gotha Program had never 
really been concretized as the smashing of 
the bourgeois state, without which you could 
not have a revolution. In a word, he certainly 
worked out the dialectics of revolution, and 
made it be in Russia. But, but, but — he too 
didn’t touch the question of the party. On the 
contrary, it didn’t even go as far as his own 
varied critiques of What Is to Be Done ? once 
the Bolsheviks gained power. 

With Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Libera- 
tion, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution, 
especially chapter 11, we alone showed that 
Marx had created the philosophic ground for 
organization. But we need not only ground but a roof. 
And we have all these 112 years of void on organization 
and philosophy. There is no time in a nuclear age to put 
it off for another day. 

1988 is the year of the book, and not as in 1980 just 
as challenge to post-Marx Marxists, but the actual pre- 
sentation of the dialectics of philosophy and the book as 
one, and for that it needs a whole organization, and not 
just the author. The whole does not mean... 

The real point is the meaning that this is not a 
question of the “author,” but the whole organization. I 
want to stress the word, “ the whole,” not in the sense 
that each one is going to write a chapter, but rather 
that the context of each person’s activity and special 
point of concentration — be it labor, Women’s Libera- 
tion, youth, Black, etc. — will be inseparable from the 
meaning of that activity, and that meaning, whether of 
an objective event or the subjective activity, will be pro- 
jected to those not-yet Marxist-Humanists, because in 
meaning, i.e., philosophy, is both ground and roof of all 
we do, survey, strive for, as we prepare for that “revolu- 
tion in permanence.” 

The philosophic nucleus, the attempt to become 
“practicing dialecticians,” did have a good beginning in 
the 1980s. But the test is very different now, not be- 
cause that is not what we need. We certainly do. But 
because the type of need involves first the whole orga- 
nization, which this year has been so preoccupied with 
making a success of the biweekly that the organization- 
al growth from which it was sup- 
posed to be inseparable was very 
much separated. It suffered that 
because what got put very much on 
the back burner, and back to only 
me writing it, was philosophy. 

I want to repeat, because phi- 
losophy had not permeated the 
paper, therefore, it didn’t permeate 
the organization. 

Therefore, I would very strong- 
ly suggest that the Plenum consider that beginning in 
January 1988 we become a monthly twelve-page paper 
in a very new way, where the book — The Dialectics of 
Philosophy and Organization — becomes the dominant 
force not only in essay articles, but in every activity we 
undertake, especially in discussions with subscribers, 
with not-yet Marxist-Humanists, not just as the record- 
ing of the events and their experiences, but the mean- 
ing of those events and experiences and their direction 
in a global context. That is what we will have to proj- 
ect when we have conversations with subscribers. That 
is what has been missing — the whole new concept of 
“post-Marx Marxism as a pejorative” — it just lay there 
in Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution. 

To assure that such essay-articles would be forth- 
coming, we ought to suggest or have people volunteer 
in September at the Plenum, on what they would do 
for the issues beginning in January 1988. I have had 
a chance to speak to some on this already. By raising 
it this early, it means I not only want to hear from you 
today, but we will continue the discussion at the next 
Resident Editorial Board meeting, when I will bring in 
a draft of the Plenum Call. And once the Call is out, 
then the full Plenum discussion is open to all. 
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TALKING ABOUT CAPITALISM AND ANTI-CAPITALISM 


Turkey’s Gezi movement shows the 
universality of occupying as a protest 
strategy. Another world really is possible! 
Anti-capitalism is such a realistic 
worldwide goal for our generation. We 
aren’t benefiting from capitalism, and 
we are finally starting to talk about it. 

Occupy Boston activist 
Boston 

*** 

When the rich get tax loopholes 
and don’t pay their fair share, when bil- 
lions of dollars get put in the hands of 
special interest groups and wars, and 
legislatures vote to raise their own sala- 
ries, the poor and disabled are told that 
there is “a revenue problem” and more 
cuts in social services are coming. This 
is disgraceful, and yet only touches the 
surface of the problems with capitalism. 

Disabled rights activist 
Illinois 

Medicaid is 
a lifeline for the 
poor and people 
who are dis- 
abled. Without 
it, many people 
would die be- 
cause of lack of 
healthcare. The 
cuts in this life- 
line, and more proposed cuts that we are 
threatened with, show the inhumanity 
of our political system and how it likes 
to put fear and distrust into the lives of 
those who need services the most. No 
one should have to worry about their 
healthcare. 

Fed up 
Midwest 

*** 

When the organization I was get- 
ting my medications from for free told 
me they could no longer get one of them, 
I found that the medication, with my 
insurance, would cost $350! Not being 
able to afford that, I had to stop taking 
it. I suffer from bipolar disorder, so this 
medication is crucial. Now I am going 
through an unpleasant withdrawal that 
leaves me somewhat unable to function. 
The drug company that profits from this 
medication has blocked the production 
of a generic form until the patent runs 
out. I am sick of drug companies making 
it difficult for people to get the medica- 
tions they need while they make billions 
of dollars off us. Suzanne 

Chicago 

*** 

It is tragic that the Affordable Care 
Act did not reform healthcare, but be- 
came a freeway for health insurance 
companies to roll toward greater profits. 
Does the new law demand that insur- 
ance companies cancel old policies and 
charge huge fees and deductibles? Add 
to that the website problems, and people 
are mistrustful and unwilling to sign up. 
Meanwhile, needless tests, reams of pa- 
perwork and over-prescription of medi- 
cations will probably shorten everyone’s 
life expectancy. 

Thankful I’m old enough for Medicare 

Detroit 

*** 

I used to work at Cook County Hos- 
pital and was pissed off to read an ar- 
ticle arguing for hiring staff to screen 
for PTSD. That is a slap in the face to 
medical social workers who are already 
employed in hospitals, but have been 
reduced to discharge planners under 
the direction of Utilization Review De- 
partments (the folks who kick you out 
of the hospital). All hospitals have un- 
derstaffed social workers by manage- 
ment’s design. The solution is for hos- 
pital to hire more social workers, not 
separate screeners for PTSD. Social 
workers should help the patients and 
families, not just help the hospital save 
money by only coordinating discharges. 
Every unit in every hospital needs more 
social workers, even more in poor com- 
munities. And every trauma unit social 
worker should have the time to screen 
and provide interventions for those with 
PTSD. Social worker 

Chicago 


USA RACISM IN THE 21st CENTURY 

When I watched the trial of Michael 
Dunn, the Florida white man who fired 
into an SUV of unarmed Black young 
men 10 times because “their music was 
too loud,” killing 17 -year-old Jordan Da- 
vis, I saw the same face of hate on him 
that I had witnessed in Selma, Alabama, 
nearly 50 years ago. 

Civil rights veteran 
Michigan 

I was shocked to learn that the 
Tucson, Ariz., United School District 
banned Gloria Anzaldua’s magnificent 
work, Borderlands I La Frontera, when 
it threw out its Mexican-American 
Studies. Retired teacher 

Detroit 

*** 

When the Gene Autry Museum took 
over the Southwest Museum, the first 
museum built in Los Angeles, in 2003, 
promises were signed for the Autry to 
restore it to its former glory. Instead, 
the Autry took the enormous collection 
of priceless Native American works and 
stored them in a warehouse. The Autry 
closed the Southwest Museum in 2006 
and only after demands from the com- 
munity agreed in 2012 to reopen it one 
day a week. But only one gallery is open. 
Now it is laying off workers and cutting 
the salaries of those left, claiming lack 
of funds. The Friends of the Southwest 
Museum coalition is against stripping 
away this collection of Native American 
artifacts. We have made signs, protested 
in front of the Autry and the Los Ange- 
les City Hall and written letters and ar- 
ticles. Activist 

Los Angeles 

In the 1940s and 1950s they used 
construction of 1-75 to eliminate De- 
troit’s Black community and gentrify 
Paradise Valley. Now, the sports stadi- 
ums are doing the same for downtown 
Detroit. Renovated buildings are no lon- 
ger affordable. First they take the peo- 
ple out of jobs, so they are the ones who 
stay in Detroit, can’t pay their taxes and 
become “people displaced in place.” 

African American 
Detroit 


MIDDLE EAST REVOLUTIONS 

When Raya Dunayevskaya is speak- 
ing on the emergence of socialism in her 
May 1953 letters on Hegel’s Absolutes, 
it directly speaks to the condition of the 
unfinished revolution in Egypt. As Ab- 
solute Idea, the revolution in Egypt is in 
the process of development, creating an 
opening for the movement for freedom. 
It may turn out to be another Iran or an- 
other free society, but what is important 
to me is that the movement has begun. 

Manel 
Los Angeles 

*** 

Today is Feb. 11, 2014, the day when 
I want to be home in Sana’a, Yemen, so 
bad. Today, we Yemenis in the diaspora 
are immersed in social media networks 
and mainstream news, reading and 
watching anything that’s related to to- 
day’s epic celebratory demonstrations 
across the country. It’s the third anni- 
versary of Yemen’s uprising and people 
are celebrating across Yemen, rallying 
with various political demands. 

Afrah Nasser 
Sweden 

At a protest on the third anniversa- 
ry of the Revolution of 2011, I was hop- 
ing to encounter Egyptians, other people 
from the Middle East, and North Ameri- 
can supporters united in opposition to 
the military dictatorship. Tragically, 
secular Egyptians at the protest were 
marginalized by a pro-Muslim Brother- 
hood crowd demanding the restoration 
of Morsi to power. The American friends 
of the Egyptian Revolution were only 
allowed at a location separate from the 
main demonstration. I’m afraid this is 
happening in Egypt too: the marginal- 






ization of the Leftist, secular and demo- 
cratic opposition to the Brotherhood and 
the military and the resurgence of the 
reactionary forces. However, among both 
secular Egyptians and some Morsi sup- 
porters there was interest in the discus- 
sion groups on the Middle East being 
held by New York News and Letters. 

Friend of the Egyptian Revolution 
Queens 

Economist Hernando de Soto hosted 
a recent PBS program, “Unlikely heroes 
of the Arab Spring,” that promised to 
focus on ordinary working people who 
made the revolution. He presented 
mostly small business folk who have to 
work “extra-legally,” as they cannot get 
business permits, have no title to their 
property, etc. He concluded that what 
they want is inclusion in the legal capi- 
talist system. As a capitalist economist, 
de Soto did not see the millions of stu- 
dents, women and youth who formed 
new human relations in street protests, 
he didn’t hear the millions of voices call- 
ing for a new kind of society where each 
could realize his or her humanity. 

Susan Van Gelder 
New York 

At a Valentine’s Day action on Syria 
with about 30 people, almost all were 
young Syrians. We handed out 750 flow- 
ers, each with a story of a Syrian child 
attached to it. It was interesting to see 
who cared. The silence is from the rul- 
ing class and 
the govern- 
ment. People 
on the street 
were sup- 
portive and 
wanted to 
talk to us. 
The Syrian 
people in- 
volved were 
moved. One young woman said, “This 
is so good for us, to see that people re- 
ally do care.” The powers that be want 
you to think no one cares. But there is a 
new generation that rejects the present 
world and clearly cares deeply. 

Gerry Emmett 
Chicago 

I was happy to hear of the death, 
finally, of Ariel Sharon. To so many, his 
name is synonymous with the Sabra 
and Shatila massacre. We can’t forget 
these massacres; they need to be on 
our minds in order to keep them from 
happening again, although they do 
keep happening. A Jewish tradition 
is to name a food after a tyrant, like 
the cookie Hamentashen. I don’t want 
to name a food after Sharon, but I do 
recommend that when a murderer like 
Sharon dies, the appropriate response is 
to treat yourself to a really good dinner 
and celebrate. 

Jewish revolutionary 
Midwest 

What the 1979 Iranian Revolution 
gave to history and thus to the Arab 
Spring — most of whose participants 
were not born when it occurred — is 
a heritage of never-ending struggle 
against a Muslim theocratic brutal 
dictatorship. Iran gave the world the 
reality of political Islam in power for 
decades. That reality is not lost on the 
Arab Spring participants — particularly 
women and the youth. Terry Moon 

Chicago 


RUSSIA AND UKRAINE 

The Olympics in Sochi, Russia, re- 
flected in miniature the contradictions of 
Russia — and of world capitalism: Pussy 
Riot members are pepper-sprayed, beat- 
en and detained for singing in public 


when they expose the dirty side of the 
construction in Sochi; workers go un- 
paid; the media quickly forgets all this 
in their glorification of the spectacle; 
and an athlete flies home early to take 
part in Ukraine’s revolution. 

Revolutionary 
Southern California 

*** 

The Ukrainian movement is a part 
of the wave of civil protests that has been 
unfurling for the last few years in every 
corner of the world. The main thing is 
that the movement is self-organized 
everywhere around the country, with 
activists occupying the town halls, etc. 
The same labor unions who participated 
in our conference in Kiev last year (see 
“Ukraine: New Unions and Democratic 
Left meet,” Jan. -Feb. 2014 N&L ) have 
recently formed the all-Ukraine strike 
committee. 

As far as the “leading personalities” 
of the movement are concerned, we see 
the same thing as in Russia, Turkey, 
etc.: politicians who are trying to put 
themselves at the head of the movement, 
but whom the great mass of protesters 
does not at all recognize as their lead- 
ers. The vast majority of protesters are 
regular citizens. On the condition that 
the politicians don’t turn it to their own 
ends, the popular movement will make 
the Ukraine a freer and more democrat- 
ic country than it is today. 

Julia Gusev 
Moscow, Russia 


WHY READ NEWS & LETTERS ? 

I am an old friend of NLC, but I hope 
I am more than a friend. NLC is one of 
the very few organizations on the Left 
where the dialectic of the “outside” is as 
important as the dialectic of the “inside,” 
where the thoughts and actions of the 
“outs” are as important as the actions 
and thoughts of the “ins.” So don’t think 
you have to wait for permission from 
some bureaucrat in Moscow, or approval 
of conformity from some Party Central 
in New York City or San Francisco, 
jump right in. Write something for N&L 
yourself! Reflect what you are thinking, 
doing, witnessing , write to N&L. And 
then reflect N&L’s attention to you 
back to what you are part of in your 
grassroots situation. 

Seamas Cain 
Minnesota 

News & Letters is the best Marxist 
newspaper I have ever run into. N&L and 
News and Letters Committees are all 
about the humanism of Karl Marx in 
their philosophy and practice or, as they 
say, they “do not separate mass activity 
from thinking.” They participate in anti- 
war marches and Free Syria rallies. 
Annually, they have a class series. 
NLC states what they are for as well as 
what they are against. Just read Andy 
Phillips’s article “Anti-worker Robots” 
in the Jan.-Feb. 2014 issue. He states 
clearly, and correctly, why and how robots 
are used by capitalists for profit only, to 
the detriment of humanity, decreasing — 
perhaps someday eliminating — the need 
for human labor. But he also states that 
robots can be used to help humanity, 
working in environments that can be 
harmful to people, such as in the midst of 
nuclear meltdowns (think: Fukushima). 

Leftist 

Illinois 





protest; Gay people are oppressed while 
the international Olympics bureaucrats 

say it’s not 
relevant to a 


activists are threatened 


nation of any 
kind”; envi- 
ronmental 
and harassed 


world “with- 
out discrimi- 
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LANGUAGE AND DEATH IN JUAREZ 

I was moved by Yeyetzi Cardiel’s 
“Language and death in Juarez” (Jan.- 
Feb. N&L). How that story is told, 
revealed and transmitted makes the 
article powerful. It evokes the words of 
Elie Wiesel in the novel The Oath , that 
“A deed transmitted is a victory snatched 
from death.” As one who experienced 
the Holocaust, Wiesel’s testimony unites 
absence and presence, memory and 
responsibility by transforming the object 
of violence, into a Subject. Primo Levi 
writes in The Drowned and the Saved 
that “those who saw Gorgon,” i.e., those 
who touched bottom, “have not returned 
to tell about it... no one ever returned 
to recount his own death... we speak in 
their stead, by proxy.” 

Cardiel acknowledges that “the 
dead can’t speak for themselves.” Yet 
she highlights the creative representa- 
tion of Evil through memory — a memory 
formed through the medium of language 
and the solidarity the mothers, daugh- 
ters and friends created in action. The 
power of memory is the vindication of 
the victims through words. It robs the 
executioner of his victory, and, as Wi- 
esel stresses, haunts and punishes him 
by reminding him of his crimes. The 
Word, therefore, when preserved in col- 
lective memory, becomes “stronger than 
death.” Raha 

Bay Area, Calif. 

*** 

“Language and death in Juarez” 
(Jan. -Feb. N&L) starts with a quote 
from Walter Benjamin on philosophy 
through language. Cardiel’s point is 
that words are the most important 
vehicle to express concepts. When she 
discusses feminicido vs. femicido, to 
express killing a woman because she is 
a woman, not just killing a woman, I am 
not sure philosophic problems can be 
solved by inventing words. 

Subscriber 
Northern California 

*** 

The Woman as Reason column by 
Yeyetzi Cardiel, a Mexican feminist, 
showed theory from another perspec- 
tive. It is striking that she starts with a 
quote from Walter Benjamin on philoso- 
phy when facing a practical question for 
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women in Mexico, that is, women spe- 
cifically being killed because they are 
women. Urszula 

Oakland, Calif. 


WOMAN AS REASON 

The anti-abortion 
protesters who show up 
at the clinic where I do 
escorting had a professional 
photographer with them this past week 
taking pictures of the sidewalk scene. 
They were also warning us of a website 
they were in the process of making, and 
alluded to it being a website about our 
escort team — showing our images, etc. 

A.G. 
New York 


My instructor at school mentioned 
to me that I cannot write about abortion 
in an essay. I understand it’s his class, 
but I feel it’s not right. He said that’s the 
only topic he doesn’t touch in his class! 
It hurts me that I cannot write what I 
want. Why is the A word something that 
we can’t openly talk about? It depresses 
me! This will never end. 

Pro-choice student 
Chicago 


It was surprising to see such an un- 
critical article on the Zapatistas’ “Little 
School” in N&L. The author observed 
that, despite the Zapatistas’ 30-year 
existence and a lot of good press on the 
question of overcoming sexism, “within 
the family there remains a strong sexual 
division of labor.” He described how the 
women did all the traditional work: first 
up in the morning, grinding the corn, 
building the fire, cooking breakfast, car- 
ing for the children, cleaning, collecting 
firewood and water, washing the clothes, 
cooking all the meals. Beyond this, the 
Zapatistas insist “on full participation of 
women in all the administrative work.” 
A description of this entrenched double 
standard doesn’t stand in for a serious 
critique, especially not when it is in the 
midst of praise of books recording “the 
experience and thought of members of 
the Indigenous Zapatista communities.” 
I can’t help but wonder if the thoughts 
and anger of the women who keep the 


whole thing running are actually record- 
ed in those books. Skeptical feminist 
Washington state 


OIL & NUKES vs. PEOPLE & PLANET 

The fact that the oligarchs and gas 
holes who are destroying the environ- 
ments of the poor (soon to be all of us 
99%) also have our politics and the econ- 
omy by the short hairs, has made democ- 
racy in the U.S. a thing of the past — and 
maybe the future. January 

Chicago 

The best climate scientists are at 
work to define the problem, make it un- 
derstandable and influence public pol- 
icy. They go up against big oil and gas 
and only stop short of becoming activ- 
ists. On the other hand some of the best 
nuclear physicists are taking the cli- 
mate problem as an opportunity to ad- 
vance their careers and fortunes at the 
expense of the public. Last October, I at- 
tended a meeting where scientists from 
Argonne and Fermi labs expounded on 
the next generation of nuclear reactors. 
The problems right in front of their 
faces were basically ignored. I am begin- 
ning to feel really hostile toward the big 
brains that we are paying to “save” us 
from the climate crisis, only to give us 
the nuclear crisis for the next 2.41 mil- 
lion years. Student of Science 

Utah 


DENBYANDTHE DIALECTIC 

“Charles Denby, worker-editor” 
(Jan. -Feb. N&L) explains the role 
philosophy played in the history of the 
movement he was involved in. Denby 
said Hegel’s language meant nothing to 
him as a worker. He’d rather just read 
Lenin. By the third column of the piece, 
he is quoting Hegel! The second part of 
Denby’s autobiography Indignant Heart 
is very different. It took him a journey 
through labor to see the importance of 
the dialectic, rather than being taught, 
as in a class. 

David 
Bay Area, Calif. 


VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS 

If television told the truth about 
news, like you all do, the world would be 
different. But people live with blinders 
on and believe only what they’re told 
to believe. Hell, I’m surprised the 
government ain’t shut you all down and 
you all had to move to Russia too. 

Prisoner 
Sullivan, Ind. 

Thank you very much. I always 
like reading my News & Letters. It’s 
an awesome 
paper! Is it 
possible to 
have more 
on prisons/ 
prisoners? 
I’m sure there 
are many who 
receive this 
newspaper. 

Prisoner 
Huntingdon, Penn. 

I commend your efforts to highlight 
the struggle ongoing throughout 
the world. Your Marxist-Humanist 
perspective provides critical insight to 
the historical and materialist aspect 
of the trajectory of the world’s masses 
as we strive to establish genuine self- 
determination. I would like to see an 
Islam question and answer section to 
inform your readers on the true nature 
and beauty of our religion. 

Prisoner 
Jefferson City, Mo. 

I have no family or anybody to pay 
for a subscription. Can you please let 
me have a subscription? Thank you sooo 
much. I am at Pelican Bay Prison. 

Prisoner 
Crescent City, Calif. 


TO OUR READERS: Can you do- 
nate $5, the price of a subscription, 
for a prisoner who cannot pay for 
one? It will be shared with many 
others. A donation of $8 pays for a 
subscription plus the Pelican Bay 
Hunger Strikers pamphlet to be 
sent to a prisoner. 
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UK sees Marxists under every bedroom tax protest 


London, England — The UN’s own rapporteur for 
housing, Raquel Rolnik, has denounced UK govern- 
ment policy as creating a housing crisis for its most 
vulnerable citizens. Her findings were dismissed as 
a “misleading Marxist diatribe” by cabinet ministers. 
In a report detailing her investigation into the British 
housing sector, Rolnik specifically targets the govern- 
ment’s now infamous “bedroom tax.” She described it 
for A1 Jazeera as having “an enormous impact on [a citi- 
zen’s] right to housing and also on other human rights, 
like the right to food [and] the right to education.” 

It’s not every day that the British conservatives 
mention Marxism. As a party that still celebrates the 
era of Thatcherism and the warm relations with cold 
warrior President Ronald Reagan, you can be sure the 
much hated and feared specter of Marx was only in- 
voked due to particular irritation at Ms. Rolnik’s au- 
dacity. Less kind musings on her character were also 
uttered. Conservative Party MP Stuart Jackson re- 
ferred to her as a “loopy Brazilian lefty,” insanity pre- 
sumably being the hallmark of anyone who dares criti- 
cize the government. 

PENALIZING THE POOREST 

The bedroom tax is an increasingly unpopular mea- 
sure brought in as part of the Welfare Reform Act of 
2013. In reality an “under-occupation penalty,” the tax 
penalizes social housing tenants living in a property 
with an allegedly spare bedroom. The penalty consists 
of a reduction in their housing benefit, a 14% reduction 
for having a single unoccupied bedroom, with further 
penalties for additional unoccupied rooms. 

The bedroom tax was initially criticized (see April 
2013 N&L) as likely to prompt an exodus from exist- 
ing accommodations as people attempted to “down- 
size” their living arrangements in the hope of retain- 
ing existing benefits. Since then the UN report cites 
increasingly numerous accounts of people struggling 
or completely failing to meet rent demands, with those 
suffering a reduction in much needed income left in 
“tremendous despair.” 

Yet it’s not just criticism of the bedroom tax that 


has earned Ms. Rolnik the ire of her Conservative Par- 
ty critics. Given their ongoing nostalgia for the days 
of Thatcherism, the UN report has offended the gov- 
ernment by pointing to the erosion of welfare housing 
with the introduction of the Housing Act of 1980. What 
started as a seemingly benevolent offer to allow tenants 
to buy their homes soon transformed into a mass intru- 
sion by the private sector into social housing. The end 
result was a gradual decline in the social housing sec- 
tor and reckless profiteering of private landlords now 
firmly in possession of former welfare accommodations. 

According to Rolnik, over a 15-year period median 
house prices across Britain rose over 200%, while full 
time earnings rose just 55%. With the onset of the 2007- 
2008 recession, tighter credit controls and the reticence 
of banks to lend to first-time mortgage customers led 
to a growing reliance on private housing. Coupled with 
subsequent rent increases (around 37% over the past 
five years) and an actual physical lack of new hous- 
ing construction in the face of population growth, it’s 
no wonder the bedroom tax constitutes the final straw 
in what has been an ongoing exercise in callousness 
against some of Britain’s most vulnerable. 

The UK remains a signatory to the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights (ECHR), and as such is le- 
gally obliged to implement such rights in conjunction 
with broader policy decisions. In association with the 
broader International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural rights, the right to adequate housing re- 
mains a hot topic across Europe and the UK. One could 
think that there is a general hostility to human rights 
law taking root within British politics. You’d be right 
to think that. 

HUMAN RIGHTS DISPOSABLE 

Despite bizarrely not having a codified constitu- 
tion, Britain has still incorporated certain facets of 
European constitutional law into its domestic affairs. 
The Human Rights Act of 1998 is one such piece of leg- 
islation that attempts to graft the European Conven- 
tion onto UK domestic jurisprudence — a move which 
has met with hostility from the current government as 


‘A Dreadful Deceit 1 and unceasing rebellion 


The subtitle of Jacqueline Jones’ new book, A 
Dreadful Deceit: The Myth of Race from the Colonial 
Era to Obama's America , is not a call to ignore effects 
of the concept of race in law and practice. She finds the 
definition of race repeatedly twisted to suit the needs 
of the ruling class and 
wielded as a tool for 
subjugation of Black 
and white labor alike. 

Jones builds 
the book around 
six individuals, 
frequently in their 
own words. Around 
those individuals’ 
lives we see centu- 
ries of Black resis- 
tance, from slave 
revolts to the Great 
Migration off the 
plantations, and 
from Black caucus- 
es in the unions to 
bus boycotts. 

The first story, of 
Antonio, transported 
from Africa in 1654 to a plantation on Maryland’s East- 
ern Shore, was told not in his own words (he had no 
English, and maybe no language in common with Na- 
tive American and even African slaves alongside him), 
but in his acts of refusal. Antonio escaped the planta- 
tion repeatedly, and when recaptured refused to work. 
His owner had him lashed, tortured and left to die. But 
at trial two years later, the owner successfully defended 
himself by condemning Antonio’s defiance as a worker. 

While shackled Africans, Native Americans and 
Europeans worked plantations, the distinction between 
enslaved and indentured did matter — a landowner who 
had killed his European indentured servant had been 
hanged for it. But Jones shows that the category of 
race, though couched in biological terms, was repeat- 
edly redefined by colonial lawmakers as a way to extend 
control over labor. 

Colonial authorities prohibited missionary activ- 
ity among African and Indian slaves when slavery was 
confined to non-Christians, then mandated permanent 
enslavement even for converts. Likewise, replacing the 
European pattern of status inherited from the father, 
lawmakers declared children of slave mothers to be 
slaves. 

That amounted to a government incentive 
for slaveowners to rape their slaves and thereby 
increase their property holdings. Generations 
of rape by slaveowners practicing their concept 
of family values meant that neither genetics nor 
skin color could factor into the definition of 
race. 


The final biography, of Simon R Owens, Marxist- 
Humanist revolutionary, draws together the strands of 
four centuries of revolt described in this book. Simon P. 
Owens, under his organizational name Charles Denby, 
was founding editor of News & Letters from 1955-1983. 

Many of his com- 
rades will recall what 
Jones points out, that 
the chance to “meet 
Charles Denby” was 
an extra inducement 
for workers and others 
to come to Detroit for 
national meetings. 

This was one man 
who embodied all 
these centuries-long 
struggles of Blacks 
and workers. He grew 
up in Lowndes Coun- 
ty, Alabama, where 
sharecropping was 
organized as close as 
landowners could get 
to the plantation sys- 
tem under slavery. He 
was a Black production worker for 30 years at what 
would become Chrysler’s Mack Avenue Stamping Plant 
in Detroit, where he saw the workings of capitalism at 
the point of production. 

He saw how the company would squeeze more 
labor out of workers, especially in the hot, heavy 
and dirty jobs where Blacks could get a foot- 
hold. He confronted the union, the UAW, which 
more and more had become the enforcer for the 
company on the shop floor, and the defender for 
white workers of the racist status quo. 

In 1944 Owens (Charles Denby is the name he 
earned in his autobiography Indignant Heart: A Black 
Worker’s Journal and in Workers Battle Automation 
as well as in News & Letters) had seen white workers 
join a walkout he had led to stop the segregation of 
Black women into more dangerous jobs. He saw other 
times where white racism pitted white workers against 
Black. But he knew that at critical moments Black 
masses raising a banner of freedom had been joined 
by masses of white workers, as chronicled in American 
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard , and 
he worked for that next revolution. 

Owens, in the spirit of Antonio’s refusal in 1654 
to work as a slave, both led wildcat strikes in auto and 
led rank-and-file workers’ relief efforts for the 1949-50 
coal miners’ general strike. He expected that voices 
from below had to be heard for movements to advance. 
He summed up his confidence in workers in the title of 
one of his “Worker’s Journal” columns: “Every worker I 
know is a philosopher.” — Bob McGuire 



The Fifty-Fifth Massachusetts Colored Regiment singing John Brown’s March in the 
streets of Charleston, S.C., Feb. 21 , 1865. They were welcomed as liberators by African 
Americans filling the streets. 


its policy decisions increasingly place it at odds with 
the ECHR. Home Secretary Theresa May has in fact 
attempted to spearhead moves to scrap the Human 
Rights Act and even withdraw from the ECHR, in the 
process dragging Britain outside the jurisdiction of the 
European Court. 

Whereas the government would like to present 
such a move as somehow a reclamation of British sov- 
ereignty, ongoing state policy is increasingly being seen 
for what it is — an infringement on the welfare of its citi- 
zens. The Prime Minister has until recently felt com- 
fortably isolated from the suffering of many ordinary 
voters, but the appearance of UN officials on their side 
is bound to create consternation. Attempting to dismiss 
the issue as a Marxist diatribe therefore highlights 
nothing but desperation. — Dan Read 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

assets and 85 of the richest multi-billionaires have as 
much as the 3.5 billion poorest people in the world. 

Though many economists declared the beginning 
of a full recovery from anemic growth, an impending 
slowdown in the heretofore constant growth in 
emerging markets like China forced them to question 
their deluded projections. Some call today’s dismal 
economy “secular stagnation” — low growth due to too 
much saving. This “saving” does not apply to workers, 
but rather a tiny minority of capitalists. 

AND THE RICH GET RICHER... 

Less and less of the national income goes to 
workers’ wages, and more to profits. Economists cite 
the problem as a lack of consumer demand. But the 
only expanding consumer market today is for obscenely 
expensive consumer goods while the moderately priced 
service sector, where there had been employment 
growth, is growing slower and more middle-income 
earners join the ranks of the poor. By 2012 in the U.S. 
the top 1% was getting 22% of all income — more than 
double what they received in the 1980s. Yet those who 
personify capital are demanding even more of the 
national income. Why? 

The answer is that “secular stagnation” means 
capitalists are sitting on a huge hoard of cash because 
there is a lack of opportunities to make the level of 
profit necessary to keep accumulation going. Rather 
than a temporary “liquidity trap” many economists 
speak of, this is the trap of capital accumulation that 
can no longer reproduce its value-producing source — 
the worker. The fear is that millions more middle- 
income jobs, 47% of all U.S. jobs, will disappear. At the 
same time “the replacement of workers by robots could 
shift income from the middle-class worker to the robots’ 
owners” (“Enslave the robots and free the poor,” Martin 
Wolf, Financial Times , Feb. 12, 2014). 

...THE POOR GET POORER AND ALIENATED 

More fundamental than accelerating income 
inequality is the alienated character of labor that 
produces value and drives automation. At one moment, 
the capitalist sees labor as merely a cost of production. 
In production, the obsession is to suck more value 
out of living labor even as living labor is reduced to 
a minimum. Sweated labor in the textile factories of 
Bangladesh and electronics factories of China is still 
the foundation of global capitalist accumulation even as 
it also creates new centers of revolt. Growing inequality 
is a function of capital, dead labor in machines, 
dominating living labor in production. Only new, freely 
associated relations between producers can overcome 
this inversion. 

Ideologues want us to think there is no alternative 
to the commodity form even as movements reaching for 
new human relations are brutally suppressed. A new 
generation of workers, women and youth will not forget 
experiencing the world in a freer way through their own 
self-activity and self-organization in the struggle for a 
living wage, be that in the U.S., Bangladesh or China, 
or in the strikes that have been integral to the Arab 
Spring struggles, or wherever workers are oppressed. 
That self-activity is the beginning of a new society that 
can abolish commodity production. 


American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses 
as Vanguard 



Appendix contains four writ- 
ings by Charles Denby, including 
%% Biack Caucuses in the Unions": 


"One stage in the Black workers' 
revolt arose because work- 
ers began to realize that we 
would have to fight the union 
bureaucracy as much as we 
had fought the management 
up to then../' 

To order, see page 7 
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California legislators ignore hunger strikers’ voices 


Sacramento, Calif. — At the Legislative Hearings on 
Feb. 11, experts presented their analyses, which showed 
that even the very small changes California Depart- 
ment of Corrections (CDC) said they were implement- 
ing, in fact they are not. No policies are being changed 
to address the problems brought out by prisoners and 
their families. We learned that in 2012 CDC validated 
3,200 new people as gang members and put them in the 
Security Housing Unit (SHU). 

Validation is supposed to be based on new behav- 
ior. Yet not filling out the workbook to their liking is 
considered a “behavior problem.” The workbook is a 
journal in which you are supposed to document how you 
are making amends for your gang activities. Those who 
had never been in a gang have nothing to say about it. 
And this can be used to keep them in the SHU. 

One family member was taking the legislators to 
task, saying that the promises of reform the legisla- 
tors vow to make now, they made 10 years ago. Nothing 
changed. Things got worse. I spoke about my brother, 
Sitawa Jamaa, who spent 33 years in prison, 30 of them 
in solitary, for a crime he did not commit! He has been 
in solitary for 30 years! Three decades!!! THREE DE- 
CADES!!! Do you hear me? Are you listening? Three 
decades!!! And then I walked away. It was intense. 

When the kids spoke, everyone was moved. A 
15-year-old was in solitary confinement in juvie for 
participating in a fight, which she did not start. Once 
in solitary, her period started early because of the 
stress. She bled for three days without being given any 
sanitary materials, nor a cell with a bathroom. She 
thought, “Nobody loves me, nobody likes me, nobody 
cares anything about me.” She was in there with these 
thoughts for several days before she was allowed to take 
a shower. It was awful for her. 

Family members getting involved are what will 
make a difference. There will be even more of us next 

time. — Marie Levin 

* * * 

Israel threw me out 

My typical Christmas vacation for most of the past 
decade has been a month in the West Bank standing 
beside my Palestinian brothers and sisters in their non- 
violent struggle against the U.S. -supported Israeli oc- 
cupation. It’s a fight I picked. I choose to put myself 
in the middle of an occupation, and I’ve chosen to go 
where Israel has forbidden me to go. 

I’ve stood with the savages against the brutality of 
Western civilization; I’ve used my white privilege and 
my nationality to move more freely within Palestine 
than the Palestinians, and I’ve been used as a human 
shield by the Israeli military. I’ve attended demonstra- 
tions, lobbied U.S. officials, written op-eds, published a 
number of other articles and toured the U.S. a number 
of times to bring this witness home. And, for all this, 
I’ve finally suffered the consequences: Israel sent my 
ass home. 

I arrived at Ben Gurion Airport and made it to im- 
migration. There, the immigration official asked me 
the same questions they’ve asked for years: “What is 
the purpose of your visit? How long will you stay in Is- 
rael? Do you plan to go to the West Bank? Do you know 
anyone in the West Bank? Do you know any Israelis? 
Have you been to any demonstrations?” 

I gave them the same answers I’ve given for years. 
I assert that I am a tourist, that I do not keep in touch 
with anyone I meet in the West Bank, and I have many 
Israeli friends. After 10 hours of waiting and answer- 
ing the same questions, an Israeli official told me, “I 
do not believe you are here as tourist. I believe you are 
here for other purposes,” and she set down on her desk 
in front of me a stack of papers about my peace activist 
activities in the U.S., Iraq, Afghanistan and Palestine. 
An hour later, I was escorted to a Turkish Airlines gate 
and flown back to Chicago. 

As it becomes more commonplace to openly 
criticize Israeli apartheid and occupation, Isra- 
el has continued to look more closely at people 
entering the country. Suspected peace activists, 
human rights workers and even people who have 
publicly criticized the state of Israel are deemed 
a security risk, deported and banned from en- 
tering Israel for 10 years. The same week I was 
deported, an Irish activist was detained and de- 
ported. A few days later, two other international 
activists were taken into police custody, detained 
and deported. 

Activists who’ve stood on the ground as witness to 
the occupation for years are now being turned away at 
the airport or being forced to sign statements that they 
will not enter the West Bank. The myth of a peace pro- 
cess is eroding. 

These escalations in deportations and detentions 
cannot stop the flow of truth from behind the apart- 
heid wall. The foundations of this occupation — silence, 
demonizing the occupied, the consent and uncondition- 
al support of the U.S., the cavalier labeling of critics 
as anti-Semitic — are eroding. The occupation cannot 
stand to bear the load indefinitely. — Ceylon 


Feb. 11, 2014 

We are prisoners at Pelican Bay State Prison who 
have all lived for over 15 years locked 23 hours a day 
in small windowless cells, without ever being able to 
hug or touch our families, with- 
out ever seeing birds, trees or 
the outside world, with no pro- 
grams or chance for parole. Cal- 
ifornia keeps us in these tortur- 
ous conditions not because of 
any violence we have commit- 
ted, but because it believes we 
are affiliated with a gang, often 
based on artwork or photos we 
possess, tattoos we have, lit- 
erature we read, who we talk 
to or anonymous informants’ 
statements that we have no 
way of challenging. We are put 
in Pelican Bay not for any spe- 
cific term of months or years for 
misconduct we have committed, 
but indefinitely, which in prac- 
tice means forever — unless we 
become informants. 

Last summer we went on 
hunger strike — we were will- 
ing to starve ourselves to death 
rather than continue to endure 
these dehumanizing conditions 
forever. We ended the strike because several compas- 
sionate legislators promised to call the hearings that 
are taking place today. Yet today the legislators will 
hear from psychologists, lawyers, other experts, correc- 
tions officials, but not from us — who have the most ex- 
perience with the conditions we face — because Califor- 

Free Leonard Peltier! 

Los Angeles — On Feb. 8, 50 activists of all races 
gathered at MacArthur Park to be part of freeing Leon- 
ard Peltier, who is starting his 38th year in a federal 
penitentiary for a crime he did not commit. On April 18, 
1977, an all-white jury convicted Peltier on two murder 
charges. He was sentenced to two life sentences. He was 
targeted as an American Indian Movement activist in 
the aftermath of the Wounded Knee II siege at the Pine 
Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. 

We gathered in a circle for a prayer and to hear 
speakers including Burns Prairie, an Oglala woman 
from Pine Ridge, who said that every time Leonard 
comes up for parole it is denied. He is not feeling well 
and needs to be set free. Another woman said we start- 
ed organizing two years ago. What we do today will 
give Leonard strength. Daniel of the Native American 
Leadership Alliance said we are on Chumash land and 
need to build a new world. A Salvadoran man said they 
use the criminal justice system to criminalize us. They 
tried to do that to me. A man sang a song in Japanese 
that translated into “This is a long road.” 

There was Aztec and Native American dancers and 
drummers. Various people then read poems and ex- 
cerpts from Leonard Peltier’s book Prison Writings: My 
Life Is My Sun Dance that took up how uranium mining 
has negatively impacted the Lakota people. 

The circle ended with an appeal to call President 
Obama and urge him to grant executive clemency to 
Peltier. Former President Clinton was considering 
clemency until 300 FBI members marched against free- 
ing Peltier. 

He has been in prison since 1976 despite there be- 
ing no evidence of his guilt. As his book says, “Our work 
will be unfinished until not one human being is hungry 
or battered, not a single person is forced to die in war, 
not one innocent languishes imprisoned, and no one is 
persecuted for his or her belief.” — Basho 



nia prison officials (CDCR) refuse to let us testify, even 
remotely via video or audio, which they could easily do. 

So this is our banned testimony: CDCR claims to 
have now instituted a reform program. It is a sham, just 
like the so-called reform they 
instituted a decade ago after 
a court settlement which re- 
sulted in no real change. This 
new reform effort still main- 
tains the basic conditions at 
Pelican Bay, and will continue 
to keep prisoners in isolation 
for vague accusations of gang 
affiliation. 

California is still unwill- 
ing to move to a real behavior 
based system where prisoners 
are given determinate terms 
in solitary after due process 
at which they are found guilty 
of some serious misconduct, 
such as assault, murder, rape 
or drug dealing. Instead, these 
new policies widen the net of 
prisoners who can be labeled 
gang affiliates and isolated. 

Moreover, even those 
prisoners who need to be iso- 
lated from the general popu- 
lation because of the violence 
they have committed while in prison ought to be treat- 
ed humanely. There is no reason California can’t run 
very high security prisons that allow prisoners held in 
segregation to have contact visits with family, phone 
calls to family and friends, educational and rehabili- 
tation programs, more out-of-cell time, cells with win- 
dows, recreational yards that allow for small groups to 
recreate together and see the outside world: in short, 
segregation from the general population, but not tor- 
ture or dehumanization. 

We have written petitions and letters to the gov- 
ernor, filed a class action federal lawsuit and gone on 
hunger strikes seeking real reform, not the bogus re- 
form California officials now propose. It’s time for Cali- 
fornia to do the right thing. It’s time for the legislature 
to enact meaningful reforms. 

— Pelican Bay Short Corridor Human Rights Movement 
ToddAshker, C-58191, SHU D4- 121 
Arturo Castellanos, C-17275, SHU Dl-121 
Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa (Dewberry), C-35671, SHU Dl-117 
Antonio Guillen, P-81948, SHU D2-106 

Write to all at Pelican Bay State Prison, P. O. Box 7500, Crescent 
City, CA 95532 


QUEERNOTES 


by Dee Perkins 

On Jan. 13 CeCe McDonald, 26, was released early 
from prison. In 2011, the African-American Trans- 
gender woman was arrested after using deadly force 
to protect herself when a group who hurled homopho- 
bic, transphobic and racist slurs accosted her and her 
friends while they walked down a Minneapolis street 
and hit them with a bar glass. Her face was cut, re- 
quiring 11 stitches. The swastika tattoo, three prior 
convictions for assault, and the meth, cocaine and al- 
cohol levels of the man who attacked her were rejected 
as evidence. Of the 30 hate-murders of LGBT people 
that year, 12 were of Transgender women of color. Fac- 
ing a possible 80-year prison sentence, she pled guilty 
to second-degree murder. Her conviction cannot be un- 
derstood apart from the treatment of George Zimmer- 
man and Michael Dunn who murdered unarmed Black 

youths Trayvon Martin and Jordan Davis. 

* * * 

Arizona’s governor vetoed SB 1062 on Feb. 26, the 
so-called Religious Freedom Restoration Act, grant- 
ing legal protection to businesses that refuse service 
to Gays and others on the grounds that serving them 
would violate the business owners’ religious beliefs. A 
proposal was made two days prior in Idaho to shield a 
variety of professionals from loss of their licenses for 
refusal of services or employment based on religious 
beliefs. Although anathema to American ideals, none of 
this contradicts the Affordable Care Act’s exemptions to 

religious-based organizations. 

* * * 

The purpose of the March 7 Global Day of Action 
called by Solidarity Alliance in Nigeria is to stand with 
the country’s LGBT community. Since the January pas- 
sage of the “Jail the Gays” law, attacks — which often 
take the form of humiliating, brutal physical assaults 
and sexual torture for public spectacle — have increased. 
Described as more complicated than Uganda’s “Kill the 
Gays” law, whose death penalty provision was removed 
in December after international outcry, Nigeria’s law 
has been met with demands for Western pressure. 
Those demands are decried as neo-colonial meddling. 
Neither camp has mentioned what is well documented: 
Africa’s antigay campaigns are, in no small part, made 
in the U.S. 



Art by Billy Sell, one of the hunger strikers at Corcoran State 
Prison, who died during the 2013 hunger strike. 
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Dept, report. Despite this new reality Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki has no interest in promoting anti- 
trafficking legislation as he pursues an increasingly 
deadly sectarian path to maintaining power. 

SYRIA: WHERE ‘NEVER AGAIN’ IS HAPPENING 

Taking place before the eyes of the world, if they 
only choose to see, is an inhuman war against Syria’s 
civilian population. Assad is bombing, shooting, gassing, 
and starving a civilian population into oblivion. The 
suffering is monstrous. Women and children not only 
are being murdered by the regime but are experiencing 
new levels of misery and degradation, whether in an 
increasingly violent Syria or as refugees. 

Estimates of Syrian dead are as high as 140,000. 
The Oxford Research Group estimates that by the 
“end of August 2013, 11,420 children aged 17 years 
and younger had been recorded killed in the Syrian 
conflict....” Children not only are killed by bombs, gas 
and starvation, but are singled out by snipers as well. 

What’s happening in Syria has been described as 
“a massive rape crisis” and is not separate from the 
murders. As Lauren Wolfe reported in The Atlantic , 
a Syrian Army soldier confessed that he was ordered 
“To rape teenage girls in Homs.’” He went on to say: 
“The girls would generally be shot when everyone 
had finished. They wanted it to be known in the 
neighborhoods that the girls had been raped, but they 
didn’t want the girls to survive and be able to identify 
them later.” Wolfe writes: “Long used as a weapon 
against prisoners in Syria as in much of the world, rape 
appears to be utilized during this conflict in horrifying 
and soul-crushing, creative ways.” 

Rape also happens in the refugee camps along 
with the selling of young Syrian women, often 
to much older men. Syrian women and children 
constitute 70% of the over 429,000 refugees in 
Jordan. The Star interviewed Um Majed, who, for 
a price, would find “husbands” for Syrian girls 
whose families needed money to pay bills and a 
husband to keep their daughters “safe.” 

Syrians are forbidden to work in Jordan without 
expensive permits and affidavits from employers, thus 
putting refugees in a terrible bind. Um Majed told The 
Star, “I have ten families looking for grooms. Their girls 
are between 12 and 21. The grooms are always in their 
40s, 50s or 70s. They want beautiful girls, the younger 
the better. The Saudis usually ask for 12-year-olds.” 

Yet another misery inflicted on the women of Syria 
is that perpetrated by extremist Islamists flooding 
the country in hopes of creating a fundamentalist 
theocratic state. The Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham 
(ISIS) has taken over the Syrian province of Raqqa 
and immediately went after women’s freedom. They 
demanded women wear gloves and a complete body 
covering (abaya); women must not raise their voices 
in the street or be outside without a male guardian 
and cannot attend school. ISIS initiated patrols to 
punish women violating their rules and extended 
punishment to the women’s relatives. Women and girls 
who resisted were sometimes blocked from using public 
transportation, accessing education and even buying 
bread. Women resisted by wearing the coverings but not 
in the form required by ISIS, by refusing to go outside, 
and by leaving the area for Turkey. 

THE WAR ON WOMEN IN THE U.S. 

The war on women in the U.S. is not being fought 
with bullets, although 46 American women are 
shot dead each month by current or former intimate 
partners. Rather, this war aims to control women’s 
reproductive rights, to impoverish them, to punish 
women for being poor, uneducated, Black or brown. 

Whether it was the sequester, the cutting of 
food stamps, cutting back unemployment benefits or 
refusing to raise the minimum wage — all these actions 
impact women more severely. 

Almost half of the 1.7 million people who will lose 
$90/month in food stamp benefits because of cuts passed 
in the Farm Bill are children, and two-thirds of the 
adults in the program are women, many of them heads 
of households. The new cuts come on the heels of an 
$ ll/month cut in food stamps for 48 million Americans, 
including 22 million children, that went into effect in 
November. The result is more mothers skipping meals 
and more children going hungry. 

Women will be hard hit by Congress’s refusal to 
extend unemployment benefits or to raise the minimum 
wage. Those looking for work outnumber job openings 
by almost three to one, and long-term unemployment 
among unemployed adult women has risen from 29.3% 
in June 2009 to 39.3% in Dec. 2013. Women of color are 
affected even more, as half of all Black children in the 
U.S. live with a single mother and minimum wage jobs 
are disproportionately held by women of color. 

The most ideological attack on U.S. women is 
on their reproductive liberty, including the right to 
abortion and birth control. While it makes no sense to 
attack birth control at the same time as abortion, these 
attacks are not rational but fanatical and misogynistic. 

In the last three years, 200 measures were proposed 
in 30 states. All of them would make life for women 


worse. These laws: elevate a fetus’s status above the 
woman carrying it; ban abortions after 20 weeks, 
ignoring that women who abort later do so because of 
problem pregnancies or difficulty raising the money for 
an abortion; ban medication abortions, for no medically 
justifiable reason. In Texas, women go to Mexico to buy 
misoprostol used in medication abortions. If they can’t 
get it there, they buy the pills at flea markets or on 
the internet. States have over-regulated clinics out of 
existence and banned insurance coverage for abortions, 
placing another burden on poor women. 

The challenge by anti-abortion fanatics to 
states’ laws that provide a buffer zone to keep 
them a few feet away from clinic doors will be 
decided in March by a Supreme Court whose 
right-wing majority may very well strike them 
down. (See “Court, fanatics besiege clinics,” page 
2.) South Dakota legislators introduced a bill that 
would declare performing an abortion a felony 
with a life sentence for the doctor. 

Many states have instituted days-long waiting 
periods, forcing women to make several trips to clinics, 
missing work and paying extra for daycare and gas. All 
this is on top of mandatory, unnecessary ultrasounds, 
lying scripts doctors are forced to read to women, laws 
forbidding doctors from telling women of problems the 
fetus has; the list goes on and on. 

The absurdity of the three-day mandatory waiting 
period that Missouri legislators want to pass was 
revealed by a university student who told lawmakers 
she’d wait 72 hours before testifying against waiting 
periods because, as she said, “I would like you to be able 
to trust in my opinions.” Dina van der Zalm continued, 
“Since this bill... makes the assumption that women are 
not capable of making difficult decisions without the aid 
of politicians requiring additional time — an additional 
three days — to really think it through, then I can only 
assume that you’re not going to legitimately listen [to] 
or value the opinions I would like to state today.” 

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 

That women have experienced such retrogression 
on so many fronts this past year does not mean that 
they have no agency. The backlash against us is so 
ferocious precisely because women persist as force and 
Reason of revolution. 

In Spain, tens of thousands have been marching 
against proposed restrictive abortion legislation that 
would only allow abortion in cases of rape and serious 
health risks to the mother or fetus, where now it is 
available on demand in the first 14 weeks of pregnancy. 
The marches started in December when police viciously 
attacked a pro-choice demonstration of about 500. Then 
they not only grew in numbers but spread beyond 
Madrid to 30 other cities in Spain and internationally 
to France, Italy, Belgium and the U.S. To Spanish 
women, this is not a question of rights, but of freedom. 

In the U.S., demonstrations have stopped some 
right-wing attacks. Outrage forced Louisiana health 
officials to rescind proposed rules that would have 
closed all five clinics in the state. Under the banner “We 
Won’t Go Back,” hundreds of women in Ohio marched 
on the state capitol in October demanding the repeal 
of laws that, among other things, defunded Planned 
Parenthood, imposed a gag order on rape crisis centers 
forbidding them to refer women to organizations 
offering abortion, and forced women to undergo a 
mandatory, unnecessary ultrasound. Anger and disgust 
from women also spurred the Virginia Senate to pass a 
bill to repeal that state’s requirement that women who 
want abortions undergo an invasive ultrasound. 

Everyone remembers Texas Senator Wendy 
Davis’s 11 -hour filibuster trying to block anti- 
abortion legislation. What can’t be forgotten 
is that she was standing on the shoulders of 
thousands of women and men who had stormed 
and packed the statehouse. They had been 
organizing for months and continue to do so. 

In February, over 100 Afghan women marched in 
Kabul against violence against women, chanting, “No 
more Violence” and “Justice! Justice!” A spokeswoman 
for the Afghan Women’s Network demanded that women 
“have an active role in important historic developments, 
in the peaceful transfer of political power.” The rally 
was aimed at stopping the law that would have barred 
people from testifying against their relatives. Afghan 
women are determined that their rights will not be 
bargained away when U.S. troops leave. 

Women in Syria fight back by refusing to comply 
with ISIS and other groups’ fundamentalist, inhuman 
demands. Some pick up the gun to fight Assad; others 
organize to care for the sick and wounded, and try to 
find food; many try to get the word out, to get some 
kind of reaction from the world at large; and many more 
resist by being determined to live, to continue to exist 
and for their children to survive. 

What is clear is that women, their struggles 
and their thoughts, are at the heart of revolutionary 
change. They show that revolution must be total from 
the start, and that it must persist after the overthrow of 
the existing government until every segment of society 
is free. 


The art of Arab Spring 

Dearborn, Mich. — “Creative Dissent: Arts of the 
Arab World Uprisings” is an exhibit which magnifi- 
cently captures the voices, images and revolutionary 
ideas of participants in the Arab Spring. Although it 
was open for only three months at the Arab American 
National Museum here, I hope it will be seen all over 
the world. It included videos of art and of artists telling 
their own stories, and fortunately is available online at 
www.artsofthearabworlduprisings.com. 

The curators, Christiane Gruber and Nama Khalil 
of the University of Michigan, organized the exhibit 
into six concepts: Humor and Subversion, Photographic 
Truth Claims, Slogans and Songs, Sounding Walls, and 
Revolution Reloaded. These concepts could be consid- 
ered six weapons in the revolutionary struggle. Many 



The Sprouting of Revolutionary Fists, mural by Zoo Project, Tunis, Tunisia, 
March-April 2011. Photograph courtesy of Elissa Jobson. 


of the pieces go beyond dissent to images and sounds 
which embody new ideas of freedom. 

Photographic Truth Claims collects the work of 
citizen journalists which “became an act of rebellion 
against the state.... Ordinary people overcame censor- 
ship by creating their own forms of knowledge. They 
acted as both producers and disseminators of images 
that triggered emotional responses, which in turn 
prompted public action.” 

Slogans and Songs shows how a chant, “the people 
want the downfall of the regime,” gained volume and 
power with each performance, and led to a new demand: 
“ Irhal /” (“Get out!”), which a young Egyptian musician, 
Ramy, transformed into a song. Releasing oppositional 
songs is itself an act of rebellion — it led to detainment 
for Tunisian rapper El General, and the murder of 
Syrian singer Ibrahim Kashoush. But Amri Eid’s “Sout 
al-Houreya” (Sound of Freedom) became an anthem of 
the revolution. It was uploaded from Tahrir Square to 
YouTube, where it was seen by over 2,000,000 viewers. 

Sounding Walls focuses on murals, which “incite 
action, recall the past, and envisage the future... they 
are designed to share stories and to speak of peoples’ 
struggles for freedom and democracy.” 

Revolution Reloaded reminds viewers that these 
revolutions are unfinished, but stresses that new forms 
of creative resistance continue to flourish and give hope 
as the revolution faces the pain and loss caused by the 
counter-revolution. — S.VG. 


For Women’s History Month & 

International Women’s Day... 
Two books by Raya Dunayevskaya 

Rosa Luxemburg, 
Women’s Liberation, 
and Marx’s 
Philosophy of 

Revolution 


Women’s 

Liberation and the 
Dialectics of 
Revolution 

To order see page 7 
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Tour the world’s most polluted places 


Few people relish pollution tourism and fewer still 
can so appropriately express their disgust and delight 
as Andrew Blackwell in Visit Sunny Chernobyl: And 
Other Adventures in the World’s Most Polluted Places. 
(Rodale Books, 2012) 

Blackwell visited the Great Pacific Garbage Patch 
and five sites of storied filth on four continents. What 
he learned was respect for the humanity that suffers 
and, yes, benefits from human-generated catastro- 
phe: the lead-exposed eight-year-old master of mother 
board-component extraction; the gunk-muckers of In- 
dia’s putrid, but sacred, rivers; the all-ages hacky sack 
devotees in a nearly airless Chinese town; the obsessed 
woman of ocean garbage gyres; the activist demanding 
an end to environmental racism in a Texas town; the 
thriving industry that responds to the routine disasters 
that accompany the extraction, transportation and re- 
fining of fossil fuels. 

Blackwell conveys an important lesson: na- 
ture includes humanity. Unless we include our- 
selves, our environmentalism has an unrealistic 
aura. Visionaries who long for pristine, unspoiled 
havens of pure wilderness are longing for the 
non-existent. 

Native Americans, present for thousands of years, 
were excluded from Yellowstone when it became a po- 
litical designation. Their “practices of hunting and 
planned burning were anathema to a view of nature as 
sacrosanct from human involvement,” says Blackwell, 
“...they would have gotten in the way of all the nature 
white people wanted to appreciate. The creation of Yel- 
lowstone formalized the idea that humans have no place 
in protected wilderness — unless they are tourists.” 

The ironic title, Visit Sunny Chernobyl , refers to 
an “exclusion zone,” a political designation that forbids 
any humans who might wish to become residents. Thus 
is created a “protected wilderness” where “humans 
have no place... unless they are tourists” (or guides). 
The non-human part of the biosphere, however, defies 
the Chernobyl zone of alienation. Blackwell describes 
a lush and beautiful natural “park” where plants, ani- 
mals, bacteria and aquatic life seem to thrive, but hu- 
mans are forbidden. 

A PROBLEM OF MILLENNIAL PROPORTIONS 

The story of Chernobyl has barely begun. In April 
1986 the spewing explosions went on for days. We are 
only years into a problem of millennial proportions. A 
28-year-old “shelter object” (slangily called “sarcopha- 
gus”) that was supposed to last 100 years has begun to 
crumble. According to Julia, a guide at the Chernobyl 
(believe it or not) Visitors’ Center, the present shelter 
object is to be sheltered by a technological complex. 
Blackwell pictures “a shelter for the shelter for the 
Shelter Object, and then a shelter for that... shell by 
shell — a nest of giant, radioactive Russian dolls.” 

Ukraine cannot afford the second iteration: a state- 
of-the-art, robotic, massive structure that is being built. 
Chernobyl has become (has always been) a responsibil- 

Detroit fights blight, 
but who profits? 

Detroit — Blight removal is big news here. The Blight 
Task Force, a non-profit, has mapped all 302,000 par- 
cels of property in the city in just four months. Home- 
builder Bill Pulte’s privately funded Blight Authority 
has already cleared several “low-density” residential 
tracts of land. 

Residents are concerned: who can use the mapped 
data; who will fund remediation (both demolition and 
preservation); will debris be landfilled or illegally 
dumped; will city residents be hired and trained to de- 
construct and recycle building materials? 

When asked by longtime Detroit activist Maggie 
DiSantis for his post-demolition economic model, bil- 
lionaire businessman Dan Gilbert stated to the Detroit 
Free Press : “Removing all blight is going to create eco- 
nomic value. You are going to have significant inter- 
est from profit-making capitalist folks.” DiSantis coun- 
tered that if blight removal alone will spur economic 
development, we would already have seen it. 

Community activists hold a different philosophy. 
We don’t want our neighborhoods razed for “profit- 
making capitalist folks.” Residents are concerned with 
improved quality of life in our communities. We have to 
keep ourselves — and organizations who claim to help 
neighborhoods — on the right track. We want post-de- 
molition plans written into every demolition contract. 
Will people live here — even in gated communities — if 
surrounding areas remain decayed? 

Many Detroit neighborhood organizations have 
been combatting blighted property for years. In North- 
west Detroit a committee plans to send letters to own- 
ers of property with environmental code violations this 
spring. Copies will go to neighbors and the city environ- 
mental enforcement agency. The addresses will be post- 
ed on Facebook. This action will inspire more neighbors 
to expect, and demand “Zero Tolerance” of blight and 
dumping everywhere in the city. We have power and 
strength in numbers! — Susan Van Gelder 


ity of the whole world, as is Fukushima/Daiichi. 

PAST & PRESENT ‘HEROES’ OF CHERNOBYL 

Blackwell notes the heroic sculpture of the fire- 
men from Pripyat and the surrounding towns. As the 
plant exploded, two or three men went into the reactor 
to close off a valve. These men never came out. “If not 
for those firemen, we’d have an 800-kilometer zone in- 
stead of 30.” But consider the 500,000 “liquidators” be- 
tween 20 and 30 years of age, 59 of whom died outright; 



20,000 are now dead, 200,000 are disabled. Yet only 59 
are named by the state as having died as a result of the 
Chernobyl radiation. Today 3,000 young liquidators are 
being irradiated guarding the sarcophagus. 

Blackwell advances two important theories 
about the people of Chernobyl. First, “after an 
epidemic of thyroid cancer among the children 
...no measurable increase...in cancer rates.” 
Blackwell concludes: “...Little is known...about 
the disaster’s effects, whether on people or ani- 
mals. (Chernobyl’s children) may be the children 
of regular misfortune.... (the) most traumatic ef- 
fects may have been social and psychiatric.” By 
1996, 1,086 children had been treated for thyroid 
cancer and the problem persists along with other 
slower-developing cancers. 

In spite of the dark topic of pollution and human- 
caused assaults upon people’s psyches and physiques 
and upon nature, this book concludes with hopefulness 
and gratefulness. Blackwell thanks supporters for giv- 
ing him a place at their tables and showing him what 
friendship looks like. — Jan Boudart 

Legislators let us down 

Chicago — I attended a “town hall” meeting to let our 
legislators know about people’s experiences and ideas 
with and about Medicaid, the minimum wage, disabil- 
ity rights and other topics. Senator Heather Steans and 
Representatives Kelly Cassidy and Greg Harris from 
Chicago attended. 

One after another, people shared stories about their 
experiences with these programs and talked about the 
importance of seeing the human side of issues. 

One disabled man clearly had a hard time commu- 
nicating his thoughts, but slowly made it through and 
was cheered on by the crowd. 

Caseworkers for the Department of Human Ser- 
vices talked about not being able to live on the money 
they were making. One woman had worked there for 20 
years and had only gone from $20,000 a year to $25,000. 
Another had a caseload of 500 people, but after the cuts 
were made, it increased to 2,000. 

At issue is the assembly-line way of giving services 
dictated by the Ford Foundation. There are no more 
caseworkers. If you have a question, you talk to who- 
ever you get on the phone or is available when you get 
to the office. No one knows who is doing what in the 
offices. This is causing a lot of havoc and uncertainty 
with the people needing services. 

There was a heavy union presence at the meeting, 
both AFCSME and SEIU, which had a lot to do with its 
direction. At the end of the presentations, the state sen- 
ators and representatives were supposed to respond to 
what they heard. The only things they would say, how- 
ever, was that “revenues were the problem” and that 
we had better think of ways to get more money or there 
would be more cuts. 

This really made me angry. Their other responses 
were to just agree with what people had said or to push 
a bill that they had sponsored. The human side of these 
issues was lost on them. 

It was clear that the crowd was relying on these 
representatives to solve the problems, which is not go- 
ing to happen. A complete uprooting of this society is 
what is needed to begin to solve the problems of capital- 
ism. — Disability rights activist 


‘Say NO to KXL!’ 

Chicago — “Say NO to KXL!” was the message of 
100 protesters outside the local State Department of- 
fices on the bitter cold night of Feb. 3, demanding that 
President Obama reject the Keystone XL pipeline that 
would carry extra-dirty tar sands oil from Canada to 
the Gulf Coast. It was one of 283 actions across the U.S. 
and Canada organized in three days after the State De- 
partment released its fake environmental report on the 
pipeline — a report crafted by cronies of TransCanada, 
Keystone’s owner, with the imprimatur of former Secre- 
tary of State Hillary Clinton. 

Nobody at these actions took seriously the re- 
port’s fraudulent claim that the pipeline would 
not increase oil production at Alberta’s tar sands. 
We were very clear that it was another lie from 
the fossil fuel industry in their quest for maxi- 
mum profits, no matter the consequences for hu- 
manity and the earth. 

It may be another year before the president an- 
nounces a decision, but already 76,000 people have 
signed a pledge of resistance to undertake civil dis- 
obedience if Keystone XL is approved. Independently, 
members of Indigenous peoples in North and South 
Dakota, Idaho, Oklahoma, Montana, Nebraska and Or- 
egon formed an alliance to block its construction with 
direct action. The Nez Perce of Idaho have used treaty 
rights to block transport of mining equipment headed 
for the tar sands through their territory. 

Native Americans in the U.S. and First Nations 
in Canada have also used direct actions, protests, and 
lawsuits to block transportation of not only the tar 
sands oil but coal across Canada and the U.S. Pacific 
Northwest to export terminals. 

Exports of dirty oil and coal from North America 
are critical in setting the continent’s trajectory toward 
growing or shrinking greenhouse gas emissions. Lots 
of people in the movement are talking about Tim Dick- 
inson’s article in the Feb. 13 Rolling Stone (which has 
become one of the most prominent forums for critical 
voices on climate change), “How the U.S. Exports Glob- 
al Warming.” 

It shows the contradiction between the administra- 
tion’s push for renewable energy and its drive to ex- 
port more and more fossil fuels. Dickinson also points 
out that “the Clinton regime-in-waiting is even more 
supportive of the dirty-energy trade than the Obama 
White House.” Sadly, his prescription is a “credible 
challenger” to Hillary Clinton in the 2016 Democratic 
Party primaries. It’s time to admit that the imperatives 
of capitalism, in global competition and economic crisis, 
have undermined remedial initiatives by every nation 
that substantially contributes to climate change — seen 
most recently in Europe’s backtracking on its commit- 
ments on renewable energy even after the collapse of its 
carbon emission markets. 

Everything depends on movement and struggle. 
That is why, before the protest broke up, we loudly 
chanted, “We’ll be back!” — Franklin Dmitryev 


IBSJHANDICAPTHIS! 


by Suzanne Rose 

Jonathon Meister, a deaf and non-verbal resident 
of Manhattan Beach, Calif., was discriminated against 
by the Hawthorne Police Dept, when they ignored his 
American Sign Language communication. He claims 
the police used excessive force by tasering and beating 
him, leaving bruises and burns all over his body. Jona- 
thon was retrieving belongings from a friend’s house 
with his friend’s permission when someone called the 
police about suspicious activity at the house. He was 

signing to the police when they attacked him. 

* * * 

A man with Down Syndrome was teased and bul- 
lied by Assad’s forces in Syria when he refused to say 
that he loved Assad. The men surrounded him, laugh- 
ing, and kept saying, “Kill him and relieve us from him” 
to each other when the man wouldn’t say what they 

wanted. He said he wanted freedom instead. 

* * * 

South Carolina is defending its right to abuse and 
neglect its mentally ill prisoners. The state claims the 
courts should stay out of the business of corrections. 
They are fighting a court order declaring its prisons to 
be unconscionable dens of abuse and neglect for men- 
tally ill inmates housed there. Many inmates have died 
for lack of basic mental healthcare and from serious 
physical injury. 

* * * 

Sandra Lee, a 59-year-old disabled Chicago woman 
was illegally evicted from her apartment. Her attor- 
ney says she did not get her five-day notice or served 
a summons to court so she could explain her situation. 
She was evicted and not allowed back in her apartment 
even though a judge’s order overturned the eviction 
and ordered her reinstatement. It was discovered that 
the landlord’s brother-in-law was listed as a plaintiff to 
the eviction proceedings and is a Cook County sheriff’s 
deputy. 
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relations that must be expanded further. 

A number of serious challenges face the mass 
movement. The politicians who were the movement’s 
public face will try to co-opt the street mobiliza- 
tions for narrow bourgeois politics. Resistance to this 
has appeared in the lukewarm reception given to 
Yulia Timoshenko, a former president imprisoned by 
Yanukovych, but who represented some of the same in- 
terests when she held power. 

These politicians, as seen in Prime Minister 
Yatseniuk recent words, will be willing to enforce even 
more severe austerity upon workers and the majority 
of people in the interests of capitalism. They have no 
other answer to economic crisis. 

There is also the threat from the far Right, such as 
the Svoboda party and Right Sector, both of which were 
present in the Maidan. Ukrainian 
politicians of all parties have long 
been willing to co-opt the Right for 
their own uses. Nazi collaborator 
Stepan Bandera has been honored 
as a “Hero of Ukraine” by govern- 
ment decree. 

It was the mass mobilization 
of the Maidan that actually split 
the Right, with some neo-fascists 
moving toward Yanukovych, some 
the opposition. The Right’s opposi- 
tion to European liberalism (i.e., 

Gay rights, women’s rights, etc.) 
marginalized their views within the mass movement. 
Nevertheless, their threat must be taken very seriously. 

The situation is unstable. Russia’s imperial designs 
remain in effect. As we go to press, troops are seizing 
airports, roads, and government buildings in Crimea, 
site of Russia’s Sevastopol naval base. Russian troops 
in unmarked uniforms were presumably supported by 
locals willing to serve as Putin’s Ukrainian version of 
Bosnia’s Ratko Mladic and his militias. How far this 
might develop toward open warfare is unclear. 
BOSNIA: ‘DEATH TO NATIONALISM!’ 

The current anti-capitalist rebellion in Bosnia 
began in Tuzla, the old industrial center. Discontent 
exploded nationwide, with police vehicles and govern- 
ment buildings burned, and officials’ cars seized and 
dumped into the rivers. The 1995 Dayton Accords set 
the stage for the growth of political elites, in some ways 
similar to Ukraine’s oligarchs, encouraged by interna- 
tional capitalism. In this case, however, they grew from 
the bureaucracy required to enforce ethnic apartheid. 

Tuzla was one of the most militant cities in defend- 
ing Bosnia’s multi-ethnic character in the 1992-1995 
period, which saw an effort by Serbia’s Slobodan Milo- 
sevic, and his local instruments Radovan Karadzic and 
Ratko Mladic, to destroy that multi-ethnic character 
through genocidal attacks upon Muslims, Croats and 
those Serbs who rejected such neo-fascist politics. 

Now that the country is suffering from 45% unem- 
ployment rates, with much industry closed down, and 
many who are working doing so without regular pay, 
the economic rebellion begins with rejecting narrow na- 
tionalism. 

Bosnia’s history of struggle to preserve a multi- 
ethnic society lends a deep significance to the current 


movement. It speaks directly to the situation facing 
revolutionaries in Ukraine, for example, with the dual 
threat of Russian imperial chauvinism and the narrow 
authoritarian nationalism of Svoboda and the other 
right-wing forces that had a presence in the Euromaid- 
an. Bosnians have historically fought their way through 
these reactionary ideas. 

Marxist-Humanists declared Bosnia to be the test of 
world politics in the 1990s because the visage of Hitler 
had continued to arise in the wake of capitalist crisis. At 
a moment when capitalism was making every effort to 
divert attention from its deepening crises by attempting 
to define life along the contours of racism, ethnic and re- 
ligious hatreds, misogyny and homophobia, the struggle 
to preserve Bosnia’s multi-ethnic heritage challenged 
that system. 

We are living in an astonishing historic moment, 
when the unfinished business of the revolution of 1989 

is coming together with 
the profound new impuls- 
es that have grown from 
the Arab Spring. The in- 
terplay of revolution and 
counter-revolution de- 
mands a philosophic com- 
prehension that can help 
the freedom struggles 
develop toward full lib- 
eration. Marx’s great in- 
sight gleaned from Hegel 
was that revolutionary 
thought begins with the 
comprehension of exactly this kind of concrete historic 
struggle. 

SYRIA’S WAR OF NATIONAL LIBERATION 

As Bosnia was the test of world politics in the wake 
of 1989, so the Syrian Revolution is the test today. Here 
a massive, non-violent freedom movement — fruit of the 
Arab Spring — was met with all the power and brutality 
that a fascist state, backed by bigger imperial powers, 
could muster. 

Now, all of Assad’s tactics are openly genocidal: the 
barrel bombs designed only to terrorize and maximize 
civilian casualties; the starvation sieges (200,000 civil- 
ians are now subjected to these); the effort to drive re- 
bellious populations from their homes and homeland. 

The occupation of Syrian territory by Assad’s allies 
(Lebanese Hezbollah, Iraqi militias, and the Islamic 
State of Iraq and al-Sham) has slowly given the Syrian 
Revolution the character of a war of national liberation. 
The “international community” continues to treat the 
Assad regime as a legitimate party for negotiations, but 
it is clear to all in Syria that this genocidal, foreign- 
propped-up obscenity has lost all right to exist. 

The unprecedented carnage has been the ulti- 
mate statement of the degenerate essence of the en- 
tire, crisis-ridden, utterly dehumanized state-capitalist 
world order. Day after day humanity has witnessed the 
mass murder of civilians: children, women, the elderly 
and most vulnerable, along with the many brave men 
and women who died fighting this horror. 

The world that allows this genocide to happen, in 
full media view, is telling us what it holds in store for 
the future. It is what Marx termed “the infinite degra- 
dation in which man exists for himself.” It means im- 
miseration of workers at the point of production that 


can explode into equally genocidal world war. This 
war threat was largely unspoken which is what makes 
Russian imperialism’s current military maneuvers in 
Ukraine all the more dangerous. 

The great imperialist powers may come together to 
oppose revolution, as now, in which case we risk being 
reduced to mere spectators (or victims) of genocide. Or 
they may once again fall into world wars, in which case 
we risk seeing a miserable end to human history itself. 
But the unrelenting struggle for freedom in the face of 
this capitalist degradation, the profound humanism 
shown, for example, by the people under siege in Sa- 
rajevo in the 1990s, or in Homs or Maidan today, give 
every promise that a revolutionary transformation of 
reality is equally possible — is real, and can prevail. 

Venezuela protests 

What began in early February as a small student 
protest against a sexual assault at a university cam- 
pus in the state of Tachira, which the government re- 
pressed, spread to a number of other campuses and 
cities, where demonstrations were also repressed and 
students arrested. Seizing the moment, a faction of the 
right-wing opposition party called for more protests. 
They demand that President Maduro, who took office 
after the death of Hugo Chavez and subsequently won 
a presidential election, be removed from office. 

This is seen as an attempt to take over the opposi- 
tion by its most aggressive, right-wing faction. There 
have been a number of protests, deaths and arrests, 
with charges and counter-charges as to who is respon- 
sible. 

SOCIAL-ECONOMIC CONTRADICTIONS 

A number of factors have allowed the right-wing 
opposition to mobilize in its attempt to destroy the so- 
cial transformation occurring in Venezuela since the 
1999 election of Chavez. Most prominent has been the 
recent social-economic situation: a shortage of basic 
goods such as milk, oil, sugar, margarine, cornmeal; a 
lack of decent basic public services in many areas; the 
imposition of new austerity measures; a rapid increase 
in inflation that threatens to become runaway; and in- 
security in the streets. 

According to official figures, more than 9 million 
people, a third of the population, live in poverty. Nearly 
three-quarters of public sector workers earn wages be- 
low the cost of basic goods, and families need more than 
two minimum- wage jobs. Only in the military are wage 
increases higher than inflation. 

A NEEDED REVOLUTIONARY LEFT 

All this has put into doubt Chavez’s project of 
building 21st-century socialism within capitalism. The 
reactionary Right, along with the U.S., would like to 
maneuver and manipulate within this contradictory 
project to bring back full-fledged neoliberal capitalism. 

The question, however, isn’t so much what the 
Right will do to try to destroy some progressive advanc- 
es. The crucial question is whether a revolutionary Left 
of workers, youth, and urban popular movements can 
rescue the banner of socialism from a reformist proj- 
ect with state-capitalist tendencies, and move it toward 
revolution in permanence. To do this, the movement 
will need to move beyond the sterile division created by 
both the government and its opposition. 

— Eugene Walker 
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US TO BRING ASSAD DOWN 
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NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists. It 
has always stood for the abolition of capi- 
talism, both in its private property form 
as in the U.S., and in its state property 
form that appeared as the Russian Revo- 
lution was transformed into its opposite. 
That retrogression anticipated the next 
stage of development — the age of state- 
capitalism. We stand for a society of new 
human relations, what Marx called a 
new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against automation and the Montgom- 
ery Bus Boycott against segregation — 
activities which signaled a new move- 
ment from practice that was itself a form 
of theory. News & Letters was created so 
that the voices of revolt could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, was Chairwoman of News 
and Letters Committees from its found- 
ing to 1987. Charles Denby (1907-1983), 
a Black rank-and-file autoworker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s 
Journal , was editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. 


The articulation of the relationship 
between the movement from practice 
which is itself a form of theory and the 
movement from theory to philosophy is 
reflected in Dunayevskaya’s three major 
works. 

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 
until Today (1958), established the 
American roots of Marxism while pre- 
senting a comprehensive attack on pres- 
ent-day Communism, which is a form of 
state-capitalism. It re-established Marx- 
ism in its original form as “a thorough- 
going Naturalism or humanism,” while 
pointing to the new Humanist philosophy 
expressed by the working class. It pre- 
sented history and theory as emanating 
from the movement from practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From 
Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao 
(1973), written after the failed revolts of 
the 1960s, articulated the integrality of 
philosophy and revolution as the charac- 
teristic of the age and, tracing it histori- 
cally, caught the link of continuity with 
the Humanism of Marx. As against the 
vanguard party, the integration of dialec- 
tics and organization reflects the revolu- 
tionary maturity of the age and the pas- 
sion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Libera- 


tion, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution 
(1982) explores Marx’s body of ideas from 
his discovery of a continent of thought 
and of revolution in his youth to the “new 
moments” of his last decade. Written 
for our time of revolutions in developing 
countries, the rise of the international 
women’s liberation movement, and glob- 
al economic crisis, it reveals the absolute 
challenge to make real Marx’s “revolu- 
tion in permanence” as the determinant 
for the relationship of theory and prac- 
tice and as ground for organization. 

These works spell out the philosoph- 
ic ground of Marx’s Humanism. Ameri- 
can Civilization on Trial: Black Masses 
as Vanguard (1963, 1983) concretizes it 
on the American scene and shows the 
two-way freedom road between the U.S. 
and Africa. 

In 1989 News and Letters Commit- 
tees published Dunayevskaya’s original 
1953 philosophic breakthrough — her two 
letters on Hegel’s Absolutes — and her 
1987 Presentation on the Dialectics of Or- 
ganization and Philosophy in The Philo- 
sophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism. In 
light of the crises of our nuclear-armed 


world, climate change, and failed revolu- 
tions, it becomes imperative not only to 
reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent 
in the present. The recreation of Marx’s 
philosophy as Marxist-Humanism is re- 
corded in Dunayevskaya’s archives, The 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist- 
Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World 
Development , deposited at Wayne State 
University in Detroit and available to all. 

We aim to continue to develop 
Marxist-Humanism and make it avail- 
able to all who struggle for freedom. In 
opposing this capitalist, racist, sexist, 
heterosexist, class-ridden society, we have 
adopted a committee form of organization 
rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and free- 
dom struggles, nationally and interna- 
tionally. As our Constitution states: “It 
is our aim... to promote the firmest unity 
among workers, Blacks and other mi- 
norities, women, youth and those intel- 
lectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” 
We do not separate mass activities from 
the activity of thinking. Send for a free 
copy of the Constitution of News and Let- 
ters Committees or see it on our website: 
www. newsandletters . org. 
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Measured to death 

by Htun Lin 

A nurse on a hospital ward challenged her man- 
ager when he assigned her another new patient, saying 
it was not safe for her existing patients — she had not 
even had time to tend to the previous new admissions. 
Her manager countered that, according to the metrics, 
she was due for another assignment. 

The manager explained to the distressed nurse 
that all her colleagues were overwhelmed too. The ER 
is monitored by computer tracking systems to move pa- 
tients to wards within a certain amount of time. 

Inevitably, the nurse realized she had to relent de- 
spite her objections, as the manager pointedly demand- 
ed: "Are you refusing to accept this assignment?" That 
was a threat of disciplinary action for insubordination. 

Reliance on metrics in healthcare has become a 
new Taylorism, or management by time study. Every- 
thing in the hospital workplace is now tracked by so- 
phisticated computer programs, down to every last pill, 
gauze and penny, and down to every last motion. This 
vast pool of information becomes Big Data. Big Data, 
generated by computer tracking devices, has become 
the foreman of the new healthcare assembly line in the 
"affordability" era. 

We tend to think of the NSA, Google and Facebook 
first when we think of Big Data. But a new use for Big 
Data has emerged: to cut costs. The Affordable Care 
Act's (ACA) mission included eliminating waste, fraud 
and abuse in Medicare, as well as ending discrimina- 
tion based on pre-existing conditions. 

The HMO industry transformed the concept of 
"affordability" to their own version of cost-control. 
Whereas before ACA they blocked access for those with 

continued on p. 3 

Bolivia's two worlds 

A new conflict broke out in Bolivia at the end of 
March. Thousands of miners blocked highways in five 
departments of Bolivia to protest a pending new min- 
ing law. Three miners were killed by the national po- 
lice, while the miners took dozens of police hostage. To 
grasp the meaning of these events, we need to look at 
what has been occurring in Bolivia since Evo Morales' 
election as president at the end of 2005. 

Two perspectives for the future are being fought 
out in Bolivia. We are not talking only about the revolu- 
tionary transformation in Bolivia, 2000 to the present, 
vs. the neoliberal private capitalism that continues to 
be a strong presence. This is a real, ongoing conflict. We 
are speaking of the conflict between a developmental- 
ist, extractivist state-capitalism that calls itself social- 
ism and a many-faceted Indigenous social movement 
taking place within the revolutionary transformation 
of Bolivia post-2000. This second, deeper struggle is 
the one which will help to determine whether the fight 
against capitalism — private and state — can be won. 

There have been a number of manifestations 
of this second struggle since the rise of the Morales- 
Garcia Linera government, an administration that has 
opposed full self-determination of the vast Indigenous 
majority in Bolivia, and has not hesitated to strike 
deals and compromises with foreign and domestic neo- 
liberal private capitalism in its determination to build 
a huge state presence in the economy and society as a 
whole. Thus: 

• Immediately on taking power, the MAS govern- 
ment of Morales decreed that the form for the constitu- 
ent assembly — which had been actively demanded by 
the social movements since 2000 — would be based on 
MAS Party representation rather than social move- 
ment representation. 

continued on p. 12 
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Draft for Marxist- Humanist Perspectives. 2014-2015 

From the U.S. to Ukraine, crises 
and revolts call for philosophy 


This special issue carries our Draft Perspectives Thesis, part of 
our preparation for the national gathering of News and Letters 
Committees. We publish it because our age is in such total cri- 
sis, facing a choice between absolute terror or absolute freedom, 
that a revolutionary organization can no longer allow any sepa- 
ration between theory and practice, philosophy and revolution, 
workers and intellectuals, " inside " and "outside." Join us in 
discussing these Perspectives. 


The sharpness of revolution and counter- 
revolution contending now, while the pro- 
longed global capitalist economic crisis refuses 
to end, cries out for a philosophical direction. 

The question arises: where is the needed ban- 
ner of total uprooting of the system and cre- 
ation of new human relations as the goal? This 
objective need is present in every struggle 
from outright revolution in the Middle East to 
movements in the U.S. Beset by attacks and 
contradictions, they have in turn sparked counter-rev- 
olutions. 

I. Dialectics of revolution 
and counter-revolution 

A. Revolt and invasion in Ukraine 

The rulers aim to bury the revolutionary content 
of revolts like Ukraine's not only in life but in thought. 
In its outward achievement, it was a political revolu- 
tion, but in the experiences of the occupation of Maidan 
Square — and other occupations across the country — 
are the seeds of social revolution. Vladimir Putin's 
Russia has besieged it, not 
only by annexing Crimea 
and leading a pro-Russian 
revolt in the east, but 
through a propaganda war 
all too eagerly swallowed 
by segments of the inter- 
national Left. 

As against Putin's 
phony claims to cham- 
pion self-determination in 
Crimea, the real truth of 
the annexation is told by 
the thousands of Crimean 
Tatars who turned out for 
the March 18 funeral of 
Reshat Ametov. Ametov, 
a Tatar laborer and hu- 
man rights activist, disap- 
peared after standing in silent protest of pro-Russian 
Crimean "self-defense forces" blockading the Cabinet 
building in Simferopol. He later turned up dead with 
signs of torture. His murder is the tip of the iceberg 
of a racist campaign to expel the Tatars from Crimea, 
which would repeat Stalin's 1944 ethnic cleansing of 
Tatars. This is the character of the retrogression Pu- 
tin unleashed in response to the uprising that toppled 
Ukraine's President Yanukovich. 

REVOLUTIONARY NEW BEGINNINGS BORN 

Unlike the 2004 "Orange Revolution," which dis- 
sipated after opposition parties took over the govern- 
ment, the new uprising came in the midst of the revo- 
lutionary wave that began in Tunisia three years ago. 
None of the uprisings have as yet brought the new post- 
capitalist society into being, but powerful revolutionary 
new beginnings have been born out of struggles from 
below, just at the time when capitalism's global crisis 
has undermined its ideological strength. 

The masses remember how 2004 left Ukraine in 
the hands of billionaire oligarchs and corrupt politi- 
cians. Thus, the army is central to Russia's counter- 
revolutionary moves, regardless of the risk of confron- 
tation with the U.S. and the European Union, and even 
a wider war. Russia's war moves — not only the takeover 
of Crimea but the massing of troops on Ukraine's east- 
ern borders while Putin organizes separatist revolts — 
threaten to unleash a militarization that could eclipse 
what comes from below. 

Even before Yanukovich fled the country, the U.S. 
too was trying to short-circuit the revolution by bro- 
kering a deal similar to the resolution of 2004, sub- 
stituting, at best, bourgeois democracy for the radical 
democracy and liberation movements brewing in the 
occupations. The aim was to stop the political revolu- 
tion from developing into social revolution, an aim the 
U.S. shares with the parties now in charge in Kiev. 

All these parties and states want to take the initia- 
tive away from the masses, and yet have not stopped 
maneuvering against each other. The Kiev government 


and aspirants to power like former Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko pose closer ties to the European 
Union, including a harsh austerity program like those 
suffered by people in Greece and Ireland, as the only 
alternative to domination by Russia. The bankruptcy of 
their politics is seen in how the Kiev parliament stoked 
nationalism by passing a law (soon rescinded) down- 
grading the official status of the Russian language as 
one of its first post-Yanukovich acts. In stark contrast, 
the Maidan occupation united Russian and Ukrainian 
speakers, Muslims, Christians and Jews. 

The ruling classes' reactions to capitalism's eco- 
nomic crisis and the ever-present currents of revolt 
have fostered militarism and narrow nationalism and 

fueled interna- 
tional conflicts. 
This background 
of ongoing ten- 
sion means that 
the specter of 
§ a broader war 
5 lurks behind 
§ each individual 

,<D 

? flashpoint, from 
5 U.S. and Israel 
vs. Iran; to Chi- 
na's territorial 
disputes with 
Japan, The Phil- 
ippines, and oth- 
er nearby coun- 
tries; to North 
Korea vs. South 
Korea, Japan 
and the U.S. In each case, past episodes of brinkman- 
ship are no guarantee that the next time will manage to 
stop at the brink. It's not as if wars aren't already being 
waged, including the 13 -year-old war in Afghanistan, 
as well as battles in places like Somalia and eastern 
Congo, where fighting continues a decade after the end 
of the "African world war." 

It is also true that history did not end with the Cold 
War. Just as the meager "peace dividend" soon evapo- 
rated in the U.S., chaos and lowered life expectancies 
appeared in Russia. The West abandoned the people of 
Russia and its former satellites to "free market" shock 
treatment, in collusion with the new oligarchs, who 
overlap with the old "Communist" elite. At the same 
time, the Clinton and Bush administrations expanded 
NATO and ran roughshod over Iraq, which is still suf- 
fering the aftermath of war and military occupation. 
The Obama administration greatly expanded the drone 
assassination program as well as the U.S. military 
presence in Africa and an open "pivot to Asia." 
NEVER-ENDING WARS 

But Putin judges that the U.S. has been weakened 
after its adventurous blunder in Iraq and the collapse 
of its "red line" in Syria. To the extent that it has been 
weakened, it is not so much due to "feckless" policies 
as it is due to mass disgust after over a decade of war 
combined with the deterioration of the superpower's 
economic base. That is not helped by a military budget 
exceeding the total of the next 13 top military spenders. 
In the same way, huge factors in the USSR's collapse 
were its own economic sickness, worsened by sky-high 
military spending, and its population's disgust at its 
war in Afghanistan together with the explosions of the 
Chernobyl nuclear power plant. 

However, the U.S. and the even more weakened 
Russia both possess nuclear arsenals sufficient to 
destroy human civilization many times over. The fact 
is that the threat of nuclear war is still very much 

continued on p. 7 



Protest in Sarajevo on March 14, 2014 
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Birth control and being human 


by Terry Moon 

Birth control has been un- 
der attack for a very long time 
but is big news now because of 
the lawsuit that has made its way to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Hobby Lobby and Conestoga Wood 
Specialties are suing the government over 
a stipulation in the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) that mandates that these compa- 
nies — not individuals — pay for birth control 
in their employees' healthcare plans. 

While there has been much written on 
the absurdity that a corporation has "be- 
liefs," those who care about women's free- 
dom are rightly worried since this Supreme 
Court has declared that corporations are 
people and are covered under the free 
speech amendment in the U.S. Constitu- 
tion. 

Hobby Lobby is claiming — incorrect- 
ly — that morning-after methods of birth 
control, Plan B and Ella, work by causing 
an abortion. In scientific fact, these medications keep 
women from ovulating so they could not possibly cause 
an abortion. Unfathomably, the Court won't consider 
that actual fact, but only what Hobby Lobby "believes" 
to be true! The company will also not fund intrauter- 
ine devices (IUDs) that do keep a fertilized egg from 
implanting in a women's uterus. But remember — and 
these days it is getting harder to remember — abortion 
is legal and what's being aborted isn't a fetus but a fer- 
tilized egg! They are refusing to have corporate insur- 
ance pay for a completely legal procedure. 

RABID ATTACKS 

But even before Hobby Lobby raised a stink, we 
had Rush Limbaugh's savaging of then college student 
Sandra Fluke as a slut and a whore whose sex should 
be filmed for his enjoyment because she supported the 
ACA birth control mandate. Before that, the so-called 
Concerned Women for America and the American As- 
sociation of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
proved their fanatical ideology by decrying Ella as 
"unsafe" and proclaiming that it "kills embryos" even 
though it doesn't and has been approved safe in 22 
countries. George W. Bush's eight-year administra- 
tions poured millions of dollars into denying students 
knowledge about effective birth control by pushing 
abstinence-only education in the U.S. and by trying to 



by Artemis 

On Feb. 14, the 23rd annual Women's Memorial 
March in Vancouver, B.C., Canada, was also held in 
17 other cities in the U.S. and Canada. The march de- 
mands justice for missing and murdered Indigenous 
women, crimes often ignored by law enforcement and 
the media. Lauren Chief Elk and Laura M. Madison, 
who formed the Save Wiyabi Project a year ago, stat- 
ed they already tracked 1,050 incidents. When victims 
are mentioned in the media, they are often misidenti- 
fied as white or Latina, obscuring the problem of racism 
against Native women. They are also often identified 
or misidentified as sex workers or substance abusers, 

turning public sympathy against them. 

* * * 

April 11 was the online premiere of the short docu- 
drama film "jPODER!" Filmmaker Lisa Russell had 
Emelin Cabrera and Elba Velasquez act out their own 
story of how, at the ages of 11 and 14, they were in- 
spired by the international Let Girls Lead foundation to 
change conditions in their town of Concepcion Chiqui- 
richapa in Guatemala. In their Mayan community, only 
10% of girls complete primary school, and half become 
pregnant before the age of 18. Braving misogynist dis- 
couragement, they convinced the mayor to open a Mu- 
nicipal Office of Childhood and Adolescence and create 
public policies addressing girls' needs in the areas of 
health, education, HIV and family violence prevention. 
Russell is screening the film for girls' organizations in 

the U.S., Chiapas, Mexico, and Puerto Rico. 

* * * 

In April, artist Tatyana Fazlalizadeh brought her 
"Stop Telling Me to Smile" project to Atlanta, GA, at 
the invitation of students and professors from Georgia 
State University, who, along with local artists, helped 
wheat paste her posters in public areas. The posters of 
women are captioned: "My Outfit is Not an Invitation" 
and "Women Do Not Owe You Their Time or Conversa- 
tion." She has brought her campaign to Philadelphia, 
Washington, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco. "This is all about how women's bodies are 
consumed and are considered public property for dis- 
play, comment and consumption. Women need to start 
talking about their daily moments because it's the 
smaller stuff that affects the larger things, like rape, 
domestic violence, harassment in the workplace." 


fight AIDS in Africa by downplaying the need for con- 
doms. Many states now have laws allowing healthcare 
providers to refuse to perform a medical service that 
conflicts with their beliefs, including allowing pharma- 
cists the right to refuse to dispense doctor-prescribed 
morning-after emergency contraceptive or birth control 

pills. 

The Catho- 
lic Church is a 
hugely power- 
ful force behind 
the ridiculous 
notion that gov- 
ernment fund- 
ing of birth con- 
trol impinges on 
their "religious 
liberty." The 
opposite is the 
truth. Catholic 
medical institu- 
tions now treat 
one in every six U.S. hospital patients and refuse to do 
abortions or direct sterilizations, honor patients' end of 
life wishes, give rape victims the morning after pill, or 
dispense any birth control. Exactly whose religious lib- 
erty is being trampled on? 

IT'S NOT ABOUT RELIGION 

Casting aside pretensions that this is even about 
religion, Senators Roy Blunt and Marco Rubio intro- 
duced a bill, fortunately defeated, that would exempt 
both insurance purchasers and providers-be they reli- 
gious or not- from covering any services that go against 
either their "religious beliefs or moral convictions." 

Religious liberty should never mean the right 
of a state, religious hierarchy, company or busi- 
ness to impose their concept of religion upon an 
individual. If "religious liberty" does not mean the 
right of the individual — even if that is to practice 
no religion — then it has lost all meaning. 

The only reason to be opposed to birth control is 
because one is opposed to women controlling our own 
bodies. Either women are sluts and don't deserve pro- 
tection from pregnancy, since pregnancy is the price 
women should pay for any sexual activity that anti- 
birth controllers disapprove of; or it's God's plan that 
women get pregnant and we can't interfere with God's 
plan. 

Having the right to control our bodies is insepara- 
ble from the idea of freedom. That is because the right 
to legal, safe, accessible birth control, and abortion for 
that matter, is not alone a question of "rights." Rather, 
it is a question of what it means to be a whole human 
being. 

The war against birth control is a war against the 
idea that women are actually human beings who have 
a right to control their fertility and plan when and if to 
have a child. Women and all human beings must have 
control over our own bodies for freedom to be a reality. 
We fool ourselves if we think we will ever achieve that 
without a total reorganization of society. 

We change in prison 

Chowchilla, Calif. — When I came here to prison 35 
years ago, I was angry. I was hurt — physically, men- 
tally and spiritually. I have fought very hard to become 
a person who lives with dignity. 

Now, I have completed my GED, gotten a college de- 
gree and completed a lot of other vocational certificates. 
More importantly, however, I have become a person full 
of compassion. I have lots of it now, where I didn't have 
it before I came. 

I want my life to be a service to others. I want my 
story about my dysfunctional life to be a lesson to oth- 
ers, so they can avoid the mistakes in choices I made. 

To have compassion, an open, loving heart towards 
other people, is healing. Don't judge, don't assume, 
don't stereotype. 

To become whole, you have to be honest with your- 
self, take an inventory, and figure out what made you 
a dysfunctional, hate-filled person. It could have come 
from various sources: abuse, rape, poverty, addiction as 
a way to deal with the hurt in your life. You need to be 
honest about it. Talk about it, not to re-live it but to 
turn it around to make it empower you to help others, 
too, get past their hurt, to realize that to share means 
you are not alone. 

When you learn to ask for help you practice an 
open, loving heart. 

Now I am facilitating Natural Healing Group. It 
teaches how not to suppress yourself by shutting down 
or medicating. It's about talking it out, sharing with 
others in the group. I want people to understand that 
people do change. It's a slow process, but it works! Don't 
hold on to the hurt in your life. By sharing you can get 
rid of it. 

I know who I am today — a loving person who would 
help anyone. All I need is a chance. 


Godless Americana 

Godless Americana: Race and Religious Rebels, by 
Sikivu Hutchinson (Infidel Books, 2013). 

This collection of essays continues the conversa- 
tion started in Hutchinson's 2011 book Moral Combat: 
Black Atheists, Gender Politics, and the Values War. 
Hutchinson, an atheist, is the founder of Black Skep- 
tics Los Angeles and a senior fellow at the Institute for 
Humanist Studies. 

Atheism, skepticism, and humanism are over- 
lapping movements that fight the religious Right. 
Hutchinson's previous book was ground-breaking in 
challenging the largely male, white and science- and 
reason-focused New Atheist movement to include a 
focus on social justice and the perspectives of women, 
people of color, and LGBT people. In both books, she 
explains in detail the devastating effects of social op- 
pression on individuals and how it helps the religious 
Right's agenda. 

The religious Right promotes the notion that rac- 
ism, sexism and classism have disappeared and that 
Americans live in a meritocracy where anyone can 
achieve wealth simply by working harder, praying and 
using "Biblical principles" in business. This "Prosper- 
ity Gospel" is especially popular in Black churches, and 
Hutchinson explains how this form of exploitation cre- 
ated the predatory lending/mortgage crisis. 

She also describes the very real effects of rac- 
ism in education. Most Black youth face constant 
negative expectations, including from teachers, 
that they will supposedly become criminals or de- 
pendent upon the welfare system. They lack role 
models and experience discrimination in higher 
education. Predominantly Black high schools 
lack college preparation courses and are tar- 
geted by military recruiters. The religious Right 
itself is attempting to destroy public education. 

Another disastrous effect of the religious Right 
on Black religious communities has been patriarchy. 
Hutchinson eloquently explains the connections be- 
tween "masculine and feminine" gender roles that are 
drilled into children and other forms of oppression. 
"Gay conversion" scams and the homelessness that dis- 
proportionately affects Queer youth of color result from 
belief in these supposedly "natural" roles. These roles 
also influence racist stereotypes such as the "hyper- 
masculine" Black thug and the "hyper-sexual" Black 
woman who supposedly invites rape. 

Hutchinson shows how the cloying notions of white 
"femininity" and "innocence," both sexual and other- 
wise, against which white feminists rebel, have also 
historically given them the ability to oppress Black 
people. The opposite stereotype, the "primitive savage," 
continues to fuel the notion that people of color are a 
threat requiring various sorts of control ranging from 
constant policing to reproductive control. 

Hutchinson reveals to white atheists, who some- 
times believe this racist stereotype, the real reasons 
why religion has been so important to the Black com- 
munity. Historically, especially for Black women, it has 
been a means of morally asserting their humanity as 
well as one of the few areas where they can exercise 
authority. The disproportionate deaths of Black youth 
due to violence and health problems are also a factor. 
While public programs are slashed, churches are often 
the only available community centers and "young wom- 
en... can't just trot down the street to the local center of 
reason and science for a healing dose of evolution when 
there is a crisis in their families." 

Hutchinson does not delve into solutions to the re- 
ligious Right and social oppression other than implying 
that all people should embrace atheism (although reli- 
gious people have praised her books). However, part of 
the solution does lie in projects like her own Women's 
Leadership Program, started in 2002. There young 
women are encouraged to analyze these issues through 
a feminist, humanist lens and become leaders in their 
communities. — Adele 

Equal Pay Day rally 

Chicago — A couple of people interrupted Gov. Pat 
Quinn when he took his turn at the podium on April 8 
to address the crowd of several hundred people at the 
Richard J. Daley Center. He was speaking on Equal 
Pay Day, saying we have the Equal Pay Act but not in 
reality. Quinn said, "Many women who make minimum 
wage are working full-time while raising children. 
Can't we all agree that nobody should work 40 hours 
a week and be relegated to raising their family in pov- 
erty?" He also pointed to the fact that, when his mother 
was born in 1918, women did not have the right to vote. 
"It's hard to imagine such a time," he went on, "But 
thankfully — over the last few decades — many barriers 
to equal rights for women have been knocked down." 

He was interrupted by yelling from fracking pro- 
testors. When the eruption occurred, my friend's reac- 
tion was: "I would agree with them, and add demands 
for pensions for government workers and retirees." 
Another friend said, "If politicians want us to support 
them, they need to be respectful of women." 



http://www.takepart.com Photo: Brendan Smialowski 



March 25, 2014, demonstration in Wash., D.C., as the U.S. Supreme 
Court decided to take the Sebelius v. Hobby Lobby Stores case. 


—EG. 


— Sue S. 
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UPS drivers risk jobs for solidarity 


Queens, N. Y. — When driver Jairo Reyes was fired 
by UPS at one of its Queens locations, 250 drivers did 
what any class-conscious union member would do: On 
Feb. 26 they held a 90-minute protest rally outside the 
Maspeth facility demanding that Reyes be rehired. How 
did UPS respond? By firing all 250 workers. 

UPS terminated 20 drivers for participating in the 

Minimum wage is a 
starvation wage 

Detroit — Adjusted for inflation, the minimum wage 
would be $18 an hour, not the existing $7.25. President 
Obama by executive order raised the minimum wage to 
$10.10 an hour for working on future federal contracts, 
and now the Senate has approved increasing the na- 
tional minimum wage to $10.10 by 2016. Although 65% 
of Americans are in favor of an increase, the likelihood 
of enactment of the measure is dim due to opposition 
in the Republican-controlled House of Representatives. 

Wages have stagnated for several decades — 
the standard of living of Americans today is less 
than it was in 1972. The average wage of a worker 
today is $20.39, not the $38 an hour it would be if 
wages had kept up with inflation. 

Historically, minimum wage increases have had 
positive effects on the economy. An estimated 27.8 mil- 
lion people would benefit from even the inadequate 
raise to $10.10. That would also reduce by 4.6 million 
the number of people living in poverty. 

Most workers in minimum-wage jobs are not typi- 
cally teenagers going into entry-level jobs, as opponents 
claim, but adults thrown out of work by the recession 
and non-recovery, with an average age of 35. 

These proposed solutions, although they monopo- 
lize the media, only nibble around the edges of the 
failed economic system. They produce the inhumanity 
we face over discussions of things like minimum wage. 

— Andy Phillips 


WORKSHOPTALKS 
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pre-existing conditions, now they restrict access to all. 

According to a recent report from the McKinsey 
Global Institute, "the U.S. healthcare system could 
save $300 billion a year ($1,000 per American) through 
better integration and analysis of the data produced 
by everything from clinical trials to health insurance 
transactions to smart running shoes." Those savings 
have to be spent on an army of foremen and overseers 
to monitor computer data. 

WEIGHING WORKERS DOWN 

As one rank-and-file caregiver put it, "For every 
worker, there is an undisclosed cadre of supervisors, 
consultants and monitors to measure and track every 
minute of our work." But they're not in touch with the 
concrete reality on the shop floor. 

Traditional medical research utilized con- 
crete epidemiological data to determine spe- 
cific causes of disease, such as those collected 
and studied by the Centers for Disease Control. 
HMOs’ interpretation of data is an analysis to cut 
cost. They seek at every turn to eliminate live hu- 
man beings, to replace them with machines. 

Medical researchers have developed a useful tool 
called the "Checklist," checking for a very concrete set 
of criteria. For example, before surgery, asking the pa- 
tient to identify the correct limb to be operated on, and 
checking and double-checking all tasks to ensure accu- 
racy and precision. 

HMOs have created their own checklist. At the top 
of that list they put cost control, usurping the decisions 
of caregivers at each step. Admonishing caregivers with 
extensive professional training, as if they were children, 
to perform something as basic and essential as hand 
washing, is a sign that something is terribly amiss. It 
has become increasingly difficult for health workers to 
perform tasks to their full professional capacity when 
they are constantly treated like robots. 

HUMAN COSTS 

Hospitals are also beset by the proliferation of 
antibiotic-resistant super-bugs. When mechanical 
thinking dominates the shop floor, no amount of edicts 
issued from the digital ivory tower of HMO Big Data 
can deny the inevitability of mistakes and accidents. 
Real quality of patient care is not possible. 

For health workers to adequately support their 
patients, they have to be supported. Caregivers cannot 
give quality care when they don't feel that care them- 
selves. 

Big Data has the power to measure everything 
and analyze anything. It indulges the fetish of hi-tech 
and numbers as pure quantity. It knows the cost of ev- 
erything. It understands the value of nothing, nor the 
meaning of anything. Only human beings can tran- 
scend that kind of alienation, because we were the ones 
who created it. 


Feb. 26 walkout to protest the unjust firing of Reyes. 
They told an additional 230 drivers they'd be fired as 
soon as replacements could be found for them. UPS 
management said the walkout violated the contract be- 
tween UPS and Teamsters Local 804. 

City officials blasted UPS for the termination, par- 
ticularly in light of the fact that the company received 
significant financial incentives from the city. When 
the city said that they would cancel city contracts with 
UPS, the company responded at first by saying that 
they would fire even more workers. After an incred- 
ible amount of community support, UPS said it would 
not terminate the 250 workers and would rehire Reyes, 



UPS drivers' solidarity in 2014 recalls the Minneapolis general strike 
which ended on May 25, 1934, with recognition of the Teamsters. 


who was fired due to a dispute over his work hours. 

UPS has now reached an agreement with the 
Teamsters. The union will be required to pay damages 
incurred by the protest in exchange for the workers' 
jobs. In addition the workers who joined the rally will 
be required to serve a short suspension without pay 

Though UPS claims the union agreed that the work 
stoppage was illegal, Local 804 said that the protest 
was legal and permitted under the union contract. The 
workers have returned to the Maspeth facility. "We're 
looking forward to turning the corner and getting on 
a new road with UPS," Teamster Local 804 President 
Tim Sylvester said in a statement: "The drivers deliv- 
ered their message to UPS about unfair treatment. Now 
every one [of] them will be back delivering packages." 

— Michael Gilbert 

Kissinger's holocausts 

Chicago — On March 29 people from a dozen or 
more anti-war organizations gathered in front of the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel to confront former Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger, named keynote speaker for the 
Awards Banquet of the Illinois Holocaust Museum. 
Kissinger deserves to face protests wherever he dares 
to speak publicly. But a museum dedicated to remem- 
bering victims of the Nazi Holocaust cannot honor the 
man who created fresh holocausts by invading Cambo- 
dia in 1970 and overthrowing Allende in Chile in 1973. 

Speakers at the Hyatt denounced Kissinger's war 
crimes during the Vietnam era, and his installing the 
Pinochet regime and its reign of terror in Chile. But 
Kissinger, now four decades out of office, still sows seeds 
of future atrocities through his corporate connections. 

His March 7 Washington Post article suggested 
that Putin could use the pretext of self-determina- 
tion for Russian speakers in Ukraine to undermine 
Ukraine's self-determination. Kissinger dismisses sup- 
port for anti-Assad revolutionaries in Syria as saying 
that Assad "is killing his own people, and we've got to 
punish him. But that's not what's going on. It may have 
been started by a few democrats. But on the whole it's 
an ethnic and sectarian conflict. It is now a civil war 
between sectarian groups. If we get rid of Assad, then 
we form a coalition government. Inconceivable." 

Unfortunately Kissinger's views line up with a 
portion of the anti-war activists who ignore the Syrian 
revolution. Rally organizers cut off the open mike just 
as a News and Letters Committees speaker was about 
to make that point. — Bob McGuire 
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South Africans: don't 
vote for messiahs! 

Durban, South Africa — Elections should be the season 
of hope. Steve Biko declared that our fight was for an 
open society, a society where the color of a person's skin 
will not be a point of reference or departure, a society in 
which each person has one vote. 

We have the vote but the political parties do 
not represent the aspirations of the people. Mil- 
lions of Black people remain poor and oppressed. 
When we organize outside of the African Nation- 
al Congress, we are violently repressed. 

This election on May 7 is not the season of hope. It 
is the season of deception, slander, gutter politics and 
lies. There are campaigns to encourage our people, and 
in particular young people, to vote. We are being told 
every day that voting is the way to express our hopes 
and to build a better society. Politicians are leaving the 
comfort of their fortresses and frequenting our town- 
ships. They all say that they are disgusted that we are 
still living below the poverty line in squalid conditions, 
with no water and electricity. They all say that voting is 
the way to restore the dignity of our people. 

Those who claim to be so disgusted with how the 
people are living include the same ones that have been 
stealing from the people... 

Another feature of our politics is that it has become 
about messiahs. John Block tells us that walking with 
Zuma is like walking next to God. According to Andile 
Mngxitama, Julius Malema has become Maolema. 
Helen Zille has been given the name Nobantu (people's 
person). 

In the Black Consciousness Movement we read a 
lot. Some of us started as teenagers. At a young age 
we read Frantz Fanon's warning about leaders that 
send the oppressed to their caves and tell them to leave 
politics to the professionals or the messiahs. We under- 
stood clearly that a radical politics is a democratic poli- 
tics and that a democratic politics is a politics in which 
the oppressed control their own organizations and par- 
ticipate in all decision making... 

We are in the struggle to kill the idea that one kind 
of person is superior to another kind of person. We want 
to abolish racism. But we also want to abolish the idea 
that politics is about choosing between Zuma, Zille and 
Malema. 

The formation of the Black Consciousness 
Movement in this country was a realization by 
Black people that we could no longer stand and 
be spectators of the game we are supposed to be 
playing. This election season continues to dem- 
onstrate the relevance of Biko's teachings... 

Today our generation has to encourage people not 
to accept the hardships that they are facing. We have to 
find a way, even in the environments we are forced to 
live in, to have hope for ourselves and our country and 
to organize to confront oppression. That is what Black 
Consciousness is all about. It is not about supporting 
one corrupt messiah against another corrupt one. It is 
about taking a side with the people. 

After the murders of Tatane, the Marikana miners, 
Gwala and Nzuza, it is immoral to vote for Zuma of the 
ANC. After Nkandla it is immoral to vote for Zuma. Af- 
ter Blikkiesdorp and the Hangberg evictions it is im- 
moral to vote for Zille of the Democratic Alliance. 

After Malema of the Economic Freedom Fighters 
forced his way into the leadership of the ANC Youth 
League and he and his friends plundered the organiza- 
tion, as well as the Limpopo government and the Na- 
tional Youth Development Agency, it is immoral to vote 
for him too. Zuma must go on trial for Marikana and 
Nkandla. Zille must go on trial for Hangberg. Malema 
must go on trial for his plunder and unpaid taxes. 

But corruption and repression are not our only 
problems. There is no doubt that the ANC is rotten, 
but it is a grave mistake to divorce corruption from the 
rotten form of crony capitalism that we have in South 
Africa. Both the ANC and the DA are proponents of the 
kind of capitalism that always makes the rich richer 
and the poor poorer. They are both proponents of the 
Youth Wage Subsidy, which is a false solution to un- 
employment. We need a subsidy for the people, not for 
capital. 

The EFF say that they will nationalize the 
mines and run them for the people. But no one 
in their right mind can trust Malema to run the 
mines for the people. 

We have to ask ourselves why it is that we now 
have the vote but there is no one to vote for. Maybe the 
reason is that the political parties are all funded by 
elites and so they all work for elites. We need to change 
the system in which the parties are funded. All par- 
ties should receive the same funding from the state and 
there should be no secret and private funding. 

Elections should be an opportunity for the people 
to choose their representatives from amongst them- 
selves. What we have today is a system whereby we can 
only choose which group of rich people, working for the 
big capitalists, we want to rule us. 

— Ayanda Kota 
Unemployed People's Movement 
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Unchaining the revolutionary dialectic 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor s note: The presentation excerpted here 
was given by Raya Dunayevskaya to the Resident Edi- 
torial Board of News and Letters Committees on Feb. 
17, 1985. The original can be found in the Supple- 
ment to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #16420. 

Let me concretize it so precisely that we can begin a 
continuous process of development of what unchaining 
of the dialectic had meant in Marx's age and what it 
has been in ours. Marx, by unchaining the dialectic 
first, discovered a whole new continent of thought and 
of revolution. Read again those words "of thought and 
of revolution." That is what concreteness means in a 
dialectical sense. 

This openness and totally new direction found 
constant proof of itself and its own correctness because 
Marx's critique of that Hegelian dialectic 1 meant not 
merely a substitution of materialism for idealism, but 
an extension of the dialectic from its seeming burial in 
Thought alone by the presence of the dialectic in the 
development of reality. 

Not only that. Marx thereby revealed the historic 
barrier which none could cross over, not even a Hegel. 
It is this which exposed the need for Hegel to have 
that mystical covering spread over his revolutionary 
dialectic — the power of negativity. The greatness 
of the French Revolution, the dialectics in action of 
the sans culottes , who were the true discoverers and 
practitioners of democracy. They were artisans and not 
yet a subject that would successfully, totally transform 
the old society. 

MARX, ON THE OTHER HAND, did see a 

revolutionary subject — the proletariat — who could 
and, he said, would achieve the revolutionary 
transformation. Moreover, Marx made it clear that 
just as he was not separating thought from reality, 
or the fundamental Man/Woman relationship, so he 
was uniting materialism with idealism, calling it a 
"new Humanism." With it, he separated himself from 

1. Dunayevskaya is referring to "Critique of the Hegelian 
Dialectic" and "Private Property and Communism" in 
Marx's 1844 Humanist Essays, or Economic and Philosophic 
Manuscripts. See "A New Continent of Thought," Chapter 2 
of her Philosophy and Revolution. 


Feuerbach's mechanical materialism and what he 
called "vulgar communism." Indeed, he praised Hegel 
for that most creative category "negation of negation," 
which Feuerbach had rejected as "mystical." He worked 
for a truly new world which we would call classless, 
non-sexist, non-racist, truly human relations. 

Let me sum it up by 
repeating briefly the two 
true historic unchainings 
of the dialectic: (1) No 
separation between 

thought and reality; 
dialectics characterized 
both the subjective and 
objective development. 

(2) He was not keeping 
in totally separate 
departments materialism 
and idealism. He was 
uniting them to create a 
totally new category — a 
" new Humanism. " 

EACH AGE HAS 
the laborious and 
unpostponable task of 
working out for its own 
era what, precisely , of the 
dialectic would achieve 
freedom. Lenin singled 
out "transformation 

into opposite" when he 
was confronted by the 
betrayal of the Second 
International. 2 What is 
the most crucial aspect, 
and was totally new, was that he didn't stop with 
betrayal and he didn't leave the totally new aspect at the 
economic stage when capitalism reached imperialism, 
but showed that since every unit has its opposite within 
itself, it is also true with a section of labor itself who 
had become "the aristocracy of labor." AND all this was 
done in his return to the encounter with the Hegelian 
dialectic, "in and for itself," by having a totally new 
"additional" subject that was not just a helpmate. 


2. See "The Collapse of the Second International and the 
Break in Lenin's Thought," Chapter 10 of Dunayevskaya' s 
Marxism and Freedom. 


Rather, it was the actual bacillus of the revolution — the 
national revolution, in his case the 1916 Irish Easter 
Uprising. Lenin, however, did not know the Humanist 
Essays of Marx, much less where Marx left off in his 
Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic, promising to return. 

What we had to do for the mid-20th century when 
we were confronted 
with the shocking fact of 
co unter- revolution arising 
from within the revolution 
itself, the transfor- 
mation into opposite of 
the first workers' state 
into a state-capitalist 
society, was to catch the 
link of continuity with 
Karl Marx when he 
unchained the Hegelian 
dialectic, transforming 
and extending it to the 
Marxian. The climax 
of what was churning 
in me in the immediate 
post-World War II period 
and came alive first in 
the simultaneity of my 
exchange of letters with 
C.L.R. James and Grace 
Lee 3 (Boggs) on Lenin's 
Notebooks and my activity 
in the miners' general 
strike, were those letters 
of May 12 and May 20, 
1953. 4 

The first unchaining 
of the dialectic for our age came with my breakthrough 
on the Absolute Idea: I held that there was a movement 
from Practice as well as from Theory. In a word, the 
consciousness in making a category of the movement 
from Practice was to expand with the added phrase: 
"which is itself a form of theory." And it is this 
movement from Practice that is itself a form of Theory 
that created the challenge for the theoreticians to work 
out the new stage of cognition where philosophy would 
be rooted in this movement from Practice. 

A SECOND UNCHAINING which revealed the 
specificity, originality and uniqueness of the whole 
body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism came to first bloom 
in 1973 5 when the return to Hegel meant both the 
grappling with all of Hegel's major philosophic works 
and the realization that I happened to have started the 
confrontation in the Encyclopedia at the very paragraph 
following where Marx left off in the Philosophy of 
Mind. 6 In our case this resulted in the fact that not 
even Absolute as combining theory and practice, i.e., 
as a totality, really answered the task. The task first 
begins , or, to put it the way we expressed it in chapter 
1 of Philosophy and Revolution : It is Absolute Idea as 
New Beginning. By then plunging into the three final 
syllogisms of the Philosophy of Mind, we discovered 
also a new Hegel. Thus Hegel in the last year of his 
life, in the final paragraph of the Encyclopedia replaced 
Logic, left it totally open for future generations. 7 

Insofar as Marx was concerned, though he didn't 
comment on those specific syllogisms, he had so unified 
philosophy and revolution that, though the Critique 
of the Gotha Program did not contain the expression 
"revolution in permanence," it could nonetheless 
become ground for organization. 

Indeed, our serious analysis of that work showed 
that no post-Marx Marxist unchained the dialectic, not 
even Lenin, who did penetrate the dialectic on revolution, 
but did not when it came to the Party. 8 This led us to 
the creation of a category of post-Marx Marxism as the 
generation which does not fully reconnect with Marx's 
Marxism. In a word, even the Great Divide in Marxism 
which Lenin did create and which was concretized in 
the magnificent State and Revolution had, however, 
kept the Party as his own "private enclave" called 
the vanguard party. The two fields in which I did not 
follow Lenin were the vanguard party and his confined 
conception of women's liberation. 9 

3. C.L.R. James and Grace Lee were co-leaders with Du- 
nayevskaya of the Johnson-Forest Tendency. Johnson and 
Forest were the party names of James and Dunayevskaya. 

4. Dunayevskaya' s May 1953 letters on Hegel's Absolutes can 
be found in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism. 
See also A 1980s View: The Coal Miners' General Strike of 
1949-50 and the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S. 

5. Philosophy and Revolution was published in 1973. 

6. Marx's "Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic" ends on para. 384 
of Philosophy of Mind, the last book of Hegel's Encyclopedia 
of the Philosophical Sciences. Dunayevskaya's May 20, 1953, 
letter begins analysis of the work with para. 385. 

7. See discussion of the conclusion of Philosophy of Mind on 
pp. 41-45 of Philosophy and Revolution. 

8. See "The Philosopher of Permanent Revolution Creates New 
Ground for Organization," Chapter 11 of Dunayevskaya's 
Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution. 

9. Dunayevskaya expands on this in Rosa Luxemburg, 
Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, 
p. 63 as well as Chapter 11. 


From the Preface to 

The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism: 

Integral to Dunayevskaya's work of 1986-87 was her concentration on a 
crucial problem of our era-the relationship between the search for non- 
elitist forms of organization and the dialectics of philosophy. That relation 
is crucial to work out if we are to over- 
come the legacy of unfinished, aborted, 
transformed-into-opposite revolutions. In 
singling out these 1953 Letters on Hegel's 
Absolutes as the "ground and roof" for over- 
coming the separation of philosophy from 
organization, Dunayevskaya's June 1, 1987, 
presentation on Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy speaks to all those search- 
ing for pathways to overcome the division 
between theory and practice to uproot this 
racist, sexist, class-divided society. 

...Each of these works represents a con- 
cretization of, and a return to, the 1953 
Letters on Hegel's Absolutes. In her Presen- 
tation on Dialectics of Organization and 
Philosophy, Dunayevskaya re-examined 
this 1953 philosophic breakthrough once 
more, this time in relation to the dialec- 
tics of organization and philosophy-in 
Marx, in post-Marx Marxism, and in Marxist- 
Humanism. In this presentation, which has three parts— The Philosophic 
Point; Dialectics of Organization; and Untrodden Paths in Organization- 
Dunayevskaya created a whole new philosophic category, pinpointing her 
1953 Letters on Hegel's Absolutes as the "philosophic moment" from which 
all Marxist-Humanist originality has sprung. 


Special Offer: For a $10 savings pay $25.00 plus $4.00 postage for 
Dunayevskaya's Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and 
from Marx to Mao and also receive a hardcover edition of The Philosophic 
Moment of Marxist-Humanism. See page 5 to order. 



TdlL PdClLOSOTJ-ClC MoMLMT 

or Ma'rxist-J-C'ujvuajnjsm 

by 

contents: 

1. Treface 

2. Tresentation on ViaCectics 
of Organization and 
ThiCosojphy of June l, 1987 
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of May 12 and 20, 1953 
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Quebec election the 


NYC fighting the test 

New York, N.Y. — Rallies and protests were held at 
over 30 New York City schools on April 11, the first 
day of state-enforced mandatory standardized English 
language testing. At every level of the educational sys- 
tem — from grade school children at Public School 87 
to students at many New York high schools — protests 
were loud and vehement. 



At Public School 87, principal Monica Berry told 
a local news station, "Were not sure if the results will 
actually reflect what the children truly know." The 
head of the school PTA said, "Parents are not allowed 
to see what's on the test, teachers are not allowed to 
see the graded tests that their students complete, so 
we are asking for transparency." 

Test questions and test results are secret. For 
third graders, the first time they know if they passed 
a test or not will be when they are told they cannot ad- 
vance to the fourth grade. Many students complained 
of the incredible stress and tension that the tests 
caused them. But state officials, following the lead 
of the Obama Education Department, defended the 
test and the similar math test which was held at the 
end of April. Parent Michelle Lederman noted: "They 
were being told, this may affect your promotion, this 
may affect whether you can go to fourth grade, you 
may have to go to summer school. A lot of pressure for 
young children." 

Protests were also held in schools outside New 
York City, part of a broader national movement 
against this bastardization of the educational process. 
Standardized testing creates the need for rote learn- 
ing, depriving teachers of the right to truly teach and 
depriving students of the right to an education that 
promotes human values and intellectual growth. The 
existence of this new movement is a sign that many 
of those affected by the negative educational policies 
of the last two decades are rising up and saying, "No 
more!" 

— Michael Gilbert 


Chicago — On March 17 Chicago ADAPT, along with 
Community Alliance and Northside Action For Justice, 
held an action at the offices of the Department of Hu- 
man Services, which also houses the office of the De- 
partment of Rehabilitation Services (DRS) that runs 
the program that pays personal assistants to take care 
of the disabled. We were there because of the conflict- 
ing and confusing information we were getting from the 
state heads of human services versus the various DRS 
offices throughout Illinois. 

Our demands included: an end to the some- 
times year-long wait some people have been expe- 
riencing for services; again allowing the distribu- 


The results of the Quebec Election on April 7 are 
a disaster that may have implications for all of North 
America. The stakes were high, but the campaign was 
so bad and lacking in content that many of us joked 
about hoping for a spring blizzard that would give us an 
excuse not to leave the house and fulfill our civic duty 
at the polls. 

The Liberal Party (PLQ) now has a majority gov- 
ernment, 70 out of 125 seats, and may hold power 
for five years. Philippe Couillard, former Minister of 
Health and Social Services, deeply anti-labor and a 
stooge for the mining industry, will be sworn in as Pre- 
mier very shortly. The Parti Quebecois (PQ) now has 
only 30 seats. Premier Pauline Marois lost in her own 
district, Several of her cabinet ministers lost as well. 
The Coalition Avenir Quebec, CAQ or "les Caquistes," 
a "center-right" party that preaches entrepreneurism, 
got 23 seats, and Quebec Solidaire, a nominally Left- 
ist party with good intentions but only vague reformist 
ideas, not deep social change, won three seats. 

This was the dirtiest campaign in memory, primar- 
ily based on salissage (dirt- throwing), rather than on 
substantive issues, all of it aggravated by social media. 
Couillard and the PLQ won, not because they cam- 
paigned brilliantly or had anything to offer, but because 
Marois lost control of her agenda. Her first mistake was 
calling an election with the hope of gaining a majority 
government. She came to power in 2012 because of the 
widespread corruption of the Liberal Charest govern- 
ment. One thing that voters expected from her was that 
she would clean house. She did to some degree, but was 
not decisive. 

Her campaign came apart on March 9, when she 
shared a platform with media mogul Pierre Karl 
Peladeau, candidate for St- Jerome. She allowed him to 
move the PQ platform from social democracy and the 
Charter of Quebec Values to calling for a referendum 
on sovereignty/independence. That is not the main issue 
for most Quebecois outside her party, nor is identity pol- 
itics. Most are social democrats, and for those who are 
independents, independence also means freedom from 
capitalism and the hyper-rich like Peladeau. Marois has 
shown herself to be a "loose cannon." The CAQ drained 
off much of the vote of those who were dissatisfied with 
the Liberals and might otherwise have voted PQ. 

People are anxious to see who Couillard will choose 
for his cabinet. Most of the old Charest cabinet mem- 
bers are under investigation for corruption, as are most 
of Couillard's top Liberal Party colleagues. There are 
questions about Couillard's possible ties to the elite 
in Saudi Arabia, possible offshore bank accounts, and 
ties to mining and energy interests in Canada and else- 
where. With him, we can expect to see a renewed war on 
labor and on the French language, a whole new stage of 
environmental destruction, and even more widespread, 


tion of time sheets; allowing personal assistants 
to use cellphones to call in hours; and an end to 
not being able to talk to a caseworker when you 
call or visit the offices. 

About 15 of us took part in the action. After tak- 
ing over the 4th floor lobby of the DHS/DRS offices and 
chanting "Our homes, not nursing homes!" we spent 
four hours off and on the phone to Dave Hanson's office 
in Springfield. Hanson is the director of DHS. We won 
the right to a meeting with him and others, including 
the supervisors of all the DRS offices in Illinois, which 
is what we were after. That first meeting took place on 
April 1 and almost all of our demands were met. 

— Disability rights activist 


'dirtiest campaign 1 

but better hidden, corruption. 

The elephant lurking in the room is a scheme be- 
ing pushed by Couillard, called Plan Nord, a mining 
and energy extraction project that will affect a terri- 
tory nearly twice the size of France, and will involve 
the appropriation of large areas of land belonging to 
Indigenous people. This is what Couillard and his Lib- 
eral Party are about. If they can cover up the inherent 
corruption and global corporate connivance, which goes 
on with that kind of scheme, they may well succeed. 

Unless there is a mass movement to push things 
in a different direction, this election could be a setback 
for Quebec for years to come. But for now there seems 
to be a lack of a concept of what a truly free Quebecois 
or Canadian society would be like. We need to be able to 
recognize the new movements for freedom and human- 
ity that are going to arise, when they arise, and then 
help them develop. 

— Ti-Ouistiti, Montreal, and PJ, Quebec 


EHS3HANDICAPTHIS! 


by Suzanne Rose 

Hungary ratified the UN Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities in 2007. But under a new 
Constitution put into law by the current government, 
Hungarians under guardianship are excluded from 
voting unless a judge determines, based in part on an 
evaluation by a psychiatrist, that they have the capac- 
ity to vote. These determinations are highly subjective, 
arbitrary and discriminatory, since such tests are not 

required of all other citizens who want to vote. 

* * * 

On March 8, International Women's Day, the Euro- 
pean Union Agency for Fundamental Rights released a 
report on violence against women across the European 
Union. This was the largest ever survey on violence 
against women. Nearly half of all women across the EU 
who have suffered at least one incident of physical or 
sexual violence starting in childhood are part of a dis- 
abled minority. 

* ❖ ❖ 

Jenny Hatch of Hampton, Va., a 29-year-old with 
Down Syndrome, fought for the right to make her own 
decisions. Last August, she won a year-long court battle 
challenging her biological parents' right to keep her in a 
group home. A court awarded temporary guardianship 
to two of her closest friends, Jim Talbert and Kelly Mor- 
ris, who took her in when her parents wanted to put her 
in a group home. They own the thrift shop where Jenny 
has worked for the past six years. "I love them very 
much," says Jenny. "I know that they love me too. They 
make my life very happy." They also have a 15-year-old 
daughter with cerebral palsy. Jenny had been bounced 
between four group homes over the course of a year. Af- 
ter her win she has been happily living with her friends 
when not traveling the country speaking at conferences 
about her experience. 

* * * 

As a result of an internal investigation into the 
death of a mentally ill and disabled prisoner in Feb- 
ruary, a captain and four nurses have been fired and 
a psychologist and another nurse have resigned. The 
investigation is still ongoing. It is unclear what led to 
the death of Michael Anthony Kerr as he was being 
transported by prison van to Central Prison in Raleigh, 
N.C., for medical attention. He was unresponsive when 
he arrived and could not be resuscitated. Before his 
death, Michael had been in solitary confinement for 45 
days. One question that needs an answer is: why was he 
taken 165 miles to Raleigh instead of to a closer hospi- 
tal only 25 miles away? 


Disabled demand services from DHS/DRS 
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LABOR AND IMMIGRATION 

On April 8, about 100 people, the 
majority young Latinas/os, gathered in 
front of Los Angeles City Hall to protest 
the deportation of immigrants. Obama's 
administration has aggressively deport- 
ed 2,000,000 immigrants. We held signs 
reading: "Not Even One More!" and "No 
Separation of Family!" Separation of 
family members has serious adverse ef- 
fects on children. One 13-year-old boy in 
my class lost his concentration since his 
dad was deported to Mexico. Reforming 
immigration law is necessary to protect 
the immigrants who do difficult jobs to 
make a living for their family. 

Teacher 
Los Angeles 

At a press conference for day 
laborers, a spokesman said: "This 
country's dilemma is that it enjoys the 
fruits of 11,000,000 undocumented 
workers while ignoring their humanity. 
Los Angeles benefits from the labor of 
our hands. These are the hands that 
built our cities." He listed many of the 
kinds of work that they do. He said, "The 
most vulnerable of the undocumented 
are the day laborers. We're asking for 
equality to make sure our rights are 
respected." 

Basho 
Los Angeles 

*** 

I was happy to see the story from 
the Minnesota musicians in the March- 
April N&L. Professional musicians have 
to practice at least two hours every day 
to stay proficient. They are not paid for 
that. They are only paid for the actual 
rehearsals and performances. It's hard 
to see musicians as workers, since they 
mostly love what they do. But just as in 
all other work, capitalism finds a way to 
rob music-making of its human qualities 
and strip it down to abstract labor mea- 
sured only in time, taking out the joy it 
should be for everyone. Subscriber 

Oakland, Calif. 


RACISM IN THE USA 

On March 29, I went to an anti- 
gentrification meeting at the Mission 
Cultural Center. There were about 200 
people, and spirits were high, but after 
less than an hour, it lost steam. English- 
speaking activists at the podium, who 
were trying to limit the discussion to 
the topic of land trusts, were, maybe 
unwittingly, crowding out Spanish- 
speaking community members who 
wanted to fight on a broader scale. Many 
activists need to learn to listen better. 

Anti-Capitalist 
San Francisco 

After Frazier Glenn Miller killed 
three people at the Overland Park, Kan- 
sas, Jewish Community Center, it came 
out that he was well known to the FBI. 
He is one of the major players in armed 
racist organizations. If he were Muslim, 
the FBI would already have entrapped 
him. But the government and media 
talk as if "domestic terrorism" means 
Muslims and Occupy activists and 
maybe "eco-terrorists." They do little 
if anything about the white racist and 
anti-abortion terrorists who have killed 
scores of people and bombed and burned 
many buildings. Feminist 

Chicago 


WOMEN FIGHT SUBORDINATION 

In April, after a Catholic health- 
care company, Ascension Health, bought 
Jane Phillips Medical Center, and sev- 
eral other hospitals in Oklahoma, the 
Medical Center prohibited doctors from 
prescribing birth control, leaving only 
one local OB-GYN in Bartlesville who is 
free to do so. How can they call them- 
selves health providers when denying 
women access to health services? Why 
are they so afraid of a woman owning 
herself? Sue 

Chicago 


I recently heard of a woman's 
street art protest against harassment. 
One of the pieces is a protest against 
men who command women to "talk" or 
"smile." Women are expected to listen 
to everyone, including strangers, give 
our time and attention to others and to 
respond according to the others' needs. 
Nothing made me angrier when I was 
young than to have men demand my 
attention on the street. Anti-abortionists 
take this to a more extreme level and the 
U.S. Supreme Court may, again, enforce 
the idea that women are subordinate. 

They've already done 
that with all the 
restrictions on abortion, 
but taking women's 
birth control adds 
another dimension. It's 
just really disgusting. 

Social worker 
Chicago 

The lead on "Women fight for free- 
dom against growing retrogression" 
(March-April N&L) describes many hor- 
rors worldwide and points out how the 
struggle continues. I would have liked 
the emphasis to be on the struggle to 
overcome these attacks. 

Reader 
Los Angeles 

*** 

Absolutely the best most concise, 
well-articulated article I have read 
about the war on Wimmin! Thank you, 
Terry Moon, and I'm so glad that you 
keep the ball rolling and the pressure 
on! I will pass this on. Lynn 

Chicago 

A phony so-called crisis pregnancy 
center that is in cahoots with anti-abor- 
tion protesters called their fundraiser 
"Stork Walk" with a picture of a stork 
on a blue background. I find it telling 
that so many anti-abortion groups use a 
stork as their mascot. Once again they 
are taking the woman completely out of 
pregnancy! S.D. 

Sacramento 


DISABILITY, FEAR AND LIBERATION 

A growing number of parents have 
murdered their disabled children be- 
cause they couldn't take care of them 
anymore. It says a lot about the lack 
of resources and support these parents 
receive. After the revolution I envision 
a world where the disabled, child and 
adult, are cherished for their strengths, 
where they have all the respite care they 
need and are respected members of so- 
ciety; where everything is accessible to 
them — not as an afterthought but as a 
part of a humane society. If parents feel 
that they don't want to or can't raise a 
disabled individual, there would be won- 
derful places where disabled children 
could live and get all the love and ser- 
vices they need. It's not going to happen 
in this capitalist society. This is only one 
reason I believe in the necessity of its 
uprooting. Suzanne Rose 

Chicago 

This is my first protest and we 
just took over the 4th floor offices of 
the Dept, of Rehabilitation Services by 
sneaking in and that doesn't scare me. 
But when the state of Illinois threatens 
to cut home services, that scares me. 
When they want to pass a budget that 
takes away mental health services, that 
scares me. Whenever they mess with my 
rights as a human being, that scares me. 
When we demanded what we wanted 
from those who have the power, I wasn't 
scared. And when the police came, I 
wasn't scared. Living without basic 
human services, now that scares me. 

Protester with disabilities 
Chicago 


MIDDLE EAST STRUGGLES 

Egypt's General Sisi came to my 
attention during the Tahrir Square 
Revolution. He is the one who officially 
justified the army imposing "virginity 
tests" on women in and around the 
Square. I never "bought" that slogan: 
"the people and the army are one hand." 

Tahrir woman activist 
Bay Area, Calif. 

It took years for me and others in the 
1979 Iranian Revolution to grasp that 
the most important thing experienced 
seemed then to be so ephemeral. Only 
years later was it recognized that the 
most significant development was the 
new human relations forged in the 
struggle — even though the immediate 
tasks seemed more pressing. How can 
that, just that, be sustained? While 
there is no lack of discussions, this 
central idea is not on the agenda and 
the small coin of the concrete prevails. 
That question of the importance of new 
human relations only occurs after the 
fact and after much reflection. 

Iranian feminist 
Bay Area, Calif. 


WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

I recently found out that Jamaa — 
as in Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa, one of 
the main representatives of the hunger 
strikers at Pelican Bay State Prison — 
can mean a collective, or unity. What 
historical continuity this represents: 
today's fighter against the racist, divisive 
policies in prison has put his philosophy 
in his name, just as Sojourner Truth did, 
when she held her conversation with 
God, and decided to follow what He told 
her: to sojourn the world over and tell 
the truth about American democracy, 
and how for Black people there isn't any. 

Urszula Wislanka 
Oakland, Calif. 


CAPITALISM AND ECOLOGY 

Capitalism at its best cannot deal 
with climate change. Efforts have been 
made with cap and trade, yet it's a 
market-based system that has begun 
to collapse. Anything posed in terms of 
markets collapses, whether it's climate 
change or healthcare. The only solution 
markets offer is eliminating the human 
being: if you can't afford it, you perish. 
At least 97% of climate scientists agree 
that humans cause climate change, yet 
every weather phenomenon discussed 
in the media is qualified as: "This is not 
proof of climate change directly." The 
scientists cannot see beyond capitalism. 
We can't leave it at that. Retiree 

Northern California 


RUSSIA AND UKRAINE 

The U.S. is not about to allow a 
resurgent Russia to roll back the gains 
made in 1989-1991, which involved the 
impoverishment of its old enemy and 
the military and economic dependence 
of former Eastern European command 
economies on Western Europe and the 
U.S. In this sense I don't see how Russia's 
Putin could be said to be risking war by 
attempting to readdress the balance of 
power in Europe in Russia's favor. The 
Russians are playing a game that has 
been ongoing for decades and, in this 
case, primarily involves broken promises 
not to expand NATO eastwards. 

Some in the United Kingdom have 
made the peculiar and outrageous 
decision to call for a united front with 
Putin against Kiev. I inquired recently 
of one person holding such a view as to 
what a united front between Ukrainian 



workers and Russian soldiers would 
look like in the concrete. I was met with 
silence. We can do ourselves proud by 
focusing on the actual class forces at 
hand. Friendly critic 

UK 


WHY READ N&L? 

The other side of the story and the 
unknown side of the story. VERY VALU- 
ABLE. How can you know what's going 
on around you unless you navigate all 
the journalism? Thank you very much 
for all you do! Subscriber 

Southfield, Mich. 

*** 

N&L is a lifeline to understanding 
the endless struggles throughout the 
world from a proletarian perspective. As 
a writer of law manuals, I would like to 
have them advertised in your publica- 
tion. Prisoner 

Lancaster, Calif. 

Editor s note: News & Letters does 
not take advertisements hut does publish 
prisoners speaking for themselves. If 
you would like to write an article about 
why you write law manuals and why 
prisoners need them, we would certainly 
consider publishing it. 


N&L exposes the struggles and 
triumphs of the unheard. These lives with 
their challenges bring to light pertinent 
and dire needs of underdogs around the 
world. Giving credence to the grievances 
lets people know that they are not alone 
and sustains the momentum for justice. 
None see their lives as peripheral, but 
easily do we, in our privilege, become 
insensitive to the ones to whose need we 
ultimately contribute. N&L is thus the 
accuser and suggestor of what ails our 
global home, 
showing 
where we fall 
short and 
when our good 
intentions 
need some 

adjustment, 
and where we 
woefully fail 
to see or meet our responsibility. You 
bring hope to a floundering world. 

Prisoner 
Iowa Park, Texas 


rrm 



Thank you for the complimentary 
subscription provided by those 
concerned for those who are confined. 
This resonates among those who share 
my copy of the paper. There are very few 
alternative news sources still in print. 
The means of communication is hi-tech 
and that leaves prisoners out of the loop 
where no computer access is available. 

Prisoner 
Iowa Park, Texas 

*** 

My association with N&LC has 
spanned 16 years and the quality of 
the journalism and the commentary of 
N&LC through the newspaper and its 
proponents has always been compelling, 
insightful, and true to — in my mind — 
the vision and body of ideas of Raya 
Dunayevskaya, and to the Marxist- 
Humanist idea. In order to safely 
traverse a minefield one must have a 
map. In order to progressively pursue a 
revolution, one must first have a voice. 
News & Letters and N&LC is that tool 
which allows all voices for change, 
freedom, and humanity to be heard. 

Robert Taliaferro 
Black River Falls, Wise. 


Thank you for sending me a copy 
of Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers: We 
Want to Be Validated as Humans. It is 
greatly appreciated! I'd like to request 
my name and address be placed on your 
mailing list for a subscription to News 
& Letters as part of your prisoner fund. 
I'm also interested in getting in direct 
communication with anyone who wants 
to learn more about our struggle or is 
willing to help in any way. 

Prisoner 
Pelican Bay, Calif. 
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present. Dmitry Kiselyov — head of Rossiya Segodnya, 
the Kremlin's official international news agency, who 
acts as Putin's chief propagandist — warned that Russia 
is "capable of turning the USA into radioactive dust." 1 

Ironically, some in the Western Left justify their 
support of Crimea's annexation by pointing to the pres- 
ence of fascists in Ukraine, disregarding the nature 
of Putin's regime: chauvinist, militarist, patriarchal, 
dreaming to restore Stalin's empire, and simultane- 
ously rehabilitating Stalin and the Russian Orthodox 
Church, all within the framework of authoritarian state- 
capitalism under a maximum leader. State-backed vio- 
lence against ethnic minorities, Gays and political dis- 
sidents is rampant. 

THE MAIN ENEMY IS ALWAYS AT HOME 

There is not a single move Putin makes abroad 
without an eye to keeping the population at home in 
line. The collapse of the USSR accelerated Russia's eco- 
nomic decline, worsening conditions of life and labor 
to a level from which many people have not recovered. 
With all its oil and gas exports, the country has one of 
the world's highest rates of economic inequality, with 
110 citizens controlling 35% of its household wealth, 
even worse than the U.S. The draconian repression 
Putin oversees indicates just how worried he is about 
revolt. It has not exploded on a scale anywhere near 
that of the Ukrainian uprising, but that uprising is es- 
pecially threatening because of the close links between 
the two countries' peoples. 

B. From Bosnia to Turkey: 
'Mental sediment 1 

Some participants in the latest uprising in Bos- 
nia have called it the "Bosnian revolution" or "Bosnian 
Spring" in recognition of its links to the Arab Spring. 
This revolt, detailed in "Ukraine and Bosnia: historic 
uprisings" (March-April N&L), led to the birth in nu- 
merous cities of a form of organization called plenums, 
the same word used for direct-democratic general as- 
semblies formed in the 2009 wave of student occupa- 
tions in Croatia, followed in 2011 by student occupa- 
tions in Slovenia and Serbia. 2 

In Turkey, although the occupation in Gezi Park 
was broken last year, relentless revolt and discussion 
of ideas of freedom provoked a division within the state 
so severe that Prime Minister Erdogan has increas- 
ingly tried to gain sole control of the state's organs of 
force, from police to courts. In desperation he even at- 
tempted to block Twitter in Turkey, with little success. 
On March 12, multi-city mass protests again broke out, 
sparked by the death of 15-year-old Berkin Elvan, who 
had been mortally wounded last June by police attacks 
on the Gezi protests. 

Even massive repression cannot destroy what 
Rosa Luxemburg called the "mental sediment" of mass 
strikes, which she declared "the most precious, because 
lasting, thing" in the 1905 Russian Revolution. 3 As one 
occupier of Gezi Park summed it up: 

"It was important for us to experience that kind of 
life. If you were hungry, the food was free. If you were 
wounded, someone would carry you to the emergency 
tent. If you needed a lawyer, he is always there. Gezi gave 
us a powerful sense of a world based on solidarity and 
equality, which we could not imagine before. No one can 
take away what we experienced in the park. " 4 

That "mental sediment" is just one of the dimen- 
sions Luxemburg grasped in spontaneous mass upsurg- 
es. At the same time, today it should be even more clear 
that spontaneity alone cannot bring about the new so- 
ciety. As Raya Dunayevskaya noted, 

" Luxemburg was absolutely right in her emphasis 
that the Marxist movement was the first in the history 
of class societies which, in all its moments, in its en- 
tire course, reckons on the organization and the inde- 
pendent, direct action of the masses. ’ However, she is 
not right in holding that, very nearly automatically, it 
means so total a conception of socialism that a philoso- 
phy of Marx s concept of revolution could likewise be left 
to spontaneous action. Far from it. Nowhere is this seen 
more clearly than in the 1905 Revolution, where spon- 
taneity was absolutely the greatest, but failed to achieve 
its goal. The question of class consciousness does not ex- 
haust the question of cognition, of Marx s philosophy of 
revolution. " 5 

THE NECESSITY OF PHILOSOPHY 

To unleash the full potential of today's move- 
ments, we need to turn to Dunayevskaya' s philosophic 
breakthrough as expressed in her May 1953 letters on 
Hegel's Absolutes. News and Letters Committees pub- 

1. "After Crimea: What Putin might do next," by Howard 
LaFranchi, March 27, 2014, Christian Science Monitor. 

2. See "Bosnia and Herzegovina: all power to the plenums?" 
by Mate Kapovic, Feb. 22, 2014, http://roarmag.org/2014/02/ 
bosnia-plenums-direct-democracy/ 

3. The Mass Strike by Rosa Luxemburg (Harper Torchbooks, 
1971), p. 36. 

4. "Whose Turkey Is It?" by Suzy Hansen, New York Times 
Magazine, Feb. 9, 2014. 

5. Rosa Luxemburg, Women s Liberation, and Marx' s Philoso- 

phy of Revolution by Raya Dunayevskaya, p. 60. 


lished them 25 years ago in The Philosophic Moment 
of Marxist -Humanism, together with her June 1, 1987, 
presentation. That presentation made the category of 
those letters expressed in the book's title, and it viewed 
them in terms of the dialectics of organization and phi- 
losophy. In those letters she revealed Hegel's Absolutes 
as a dual movement between theory and practice. 

There is not just a movement from practice to theo- 
ry, but that movement is itself a form of theory, as seen 
with the coal miners on strike against automation in 
1949-50, who raised the question of what kind of labor a 
human being should do, and questioned the division be- 
tween thinking and doing. They concretized Karl Marx's 
concept of alienated labor and of the need to break down 
the division between mental and manual labor. 

That entailed a needed new relationship between 
theory and practice. The move- 
ment from theory must begin 
by grasping the new beginnings 
coming from the movement from 
practice that is itself a form of 
theory, but it cannot end there. 

Theory must take up the chal- 
lenge to self-develop toward phi- 
losophy and revolution in perma- 
nence. 

In the present wave of revo- 
lutions, we must start by recog- 
nizing that the masses did create 
new forms of organization and in 
the heat of struggle established 
new human relations in embryo. 

Dismissing these events because 
they have not achieved social 
revolutions leads some Marxist 
and other theoreticians to learn 
nothing and contribute nothing 
to the self-development of these 
revolts. At the same time, to act 
as if everything can be left up to 
spontaneity saps resistance to 
the retrogression coming from 
within the revolution. 

COMBATING SELF-LIMITING REVOLUTION 

Self-limiting ideologies are influential in today's 
revolts, straining to confine revolution to achieving po- 
litical democracy, whether they assume that it is nec- 
essary "for now" and "for practical reasons," or that to 
go further only leads to totalitarianism, or that there 
simply is no alternative to capitalism. While the illu- 
sion that revolution is no longer possible has been shat- 
tered, the fear that it cannot abolish capitalism and 
achieve full liberation weighs like an incubus on the 
heads of humanity. 

The so-called "leaderlessness" of the square occupa- 
tions must not be allowed to mean a philosophical void, 
which leaves the field to the influence of self-limiting 
ideologies. Rather, the movement from theory must cre- 
ate an opening for a vital interaction between philoso- 
phy and organization, beginning with making catego- 
ries out of the experiences in the occupations, from new 
relations between women and men to self-organization 
from below, from breaking down divisions between re- 
ligious communities to the links with strikes and other 
labor struggles, bringing out the potential for workers' 
control of production and workplaces and a new rela- 
tionship between work and creative self-activity. 

C. Egypt and Syria at 
historic crossroads 

In both Egypt and Syria, in different ways, the 
Arab Spring's drive toward freedom confronts obstacles 
embedded in a decaying capitalism driven to reach out 
to whatever reactionary social relations or ideas it can 
to continue its exploitative existence. The strength of 
counter-revolution makes clear that a philosophy of lib- 
eration is an urgent practical need. 

Field Marshal Abdul Fattah al-Sisi and the mili- 
tary made use of widespread rejection of President 
Morsi's Muslim Brotherhood government to bolster 
their own power. Yet they can only look backward to 
Nasserism for their legitimacy — that is, they have to 
look back before Tahrir Square and the Jan. 25 revolu- 
tion of the masses. It is, in the end, as much a fantasy 
as was Morsi's piety. 

Behind that fantasy is the same Egyptian economy 
that inspired the strikes that led up to Tahrir Square. 
Already a new wave of strikes has begun to eat away at 
this facade of legitimacy. 6 Egypt's capitalist economic 
dilemma still requires the state to wage a war against 
the working class to attempt to compete in the world 
market. Tahrir Square saw the first steps in transcend- 
ing that logic. The elements of a working-class revolu- 
tion are already in existence. 

But it has to be noted that al-Sisi was able to seize 
power partly because the revolutionary movement 
hadn't been able to articulate a concept of second nega- 
tivity — that is, to project what they were fighting for , 

6. "Egyptian strike wave topples cabinet," March-April 2014 
News & Letters. 


and not only what they were against. Thus, while the 
huge protests against Morsi's government were a legiti- 
mate part of a worldwide movement against religious 
fundamentalist rule, al-Sisi turned a large part of that 
sentiment toward the most narrow, reactionary nation- 
alism. This in turn obscured the greater idea of free- 
dom and solidarity embodied in the Square, and eked 
out another lease on life for the exploitative system. 

In Syria, the "orphan revolution" that has starkly 
revealed the essence of this decaying state-capitalist 
world continues to develop. The death toll has passed 
140,000, including at least 12,000 children. There are 
over 2 million refugees — the largest refugee population 
in the world — and over 8 million internally displaced 
persons. The terrorist "barrel bombs," designed to max- 
imize civilian casualties; the starvation sieges of cities, 
villages, and the devastated Pal- 
estinian Yarmouk camp; the use 
of rape and torture, show that 
Assad's regime is committing 
genocidal war crimes. 

Nevertheless, outside pow- 
ers continue to prop up this mon- 
strous regime. Russian military 
and political support, along with 
that of China, and the troops pro- 
vided by Iran and its proxies, He- 
zbollah and the Badr brigades, 
have become its only pillars of 
support. Their intervention has 
given the revolution the charac- 
ter of a war of national liberation. 

In the face of every obstacle, 
the Syrian masses continue to 
struggle against both Assad and 
the reactionary forces of the so- 
called Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria. While Hezbollah's aid al- 
lowed Assad to win a few pyrrhic 
victories, as at Yabroud near 
the Lebanese border, these have 
come at a higher price than his 
allies expected. In other areas, 
the Free Syrian Army and other rebel groupings have 
also won a number of important victories. 

The disintegration of bourgeois thought in the face 
of Assad's genocide is almost unprecedented. The dis- 
gusting remark of Ambassador Ryan Crocker that "we 
may have to learn to live with Assad" is matched in 
practice by the threat of the UK to deport Syrian refu- 
gees. But it is the rulers' silence that is most deadly. 

The lack of solidarity with the Syrian Revolu- 
tion among a large section of the Left is only the more 
shameful. In the words of Syrian Marxist Yassin al-Haj 
Saleh, 

"If there is a culture and an ideology that justify 
killing and undermine the intellectual, symbolic and 
moral barricades that protect the lives of the poor and 
the weak, then any powerful party that feels the need to 
kill its adversaries and opponents will find in that cul- 
ture and in that ideology a symbolic arsenal of weapons 
of mass extermination. No one will be safe if we do not 
undo this ideology, its factories and its cultural output. " 7 

On the other hand, as exemplified by Saleh and 
others, the intense clash of revolution and counter-rev- 
olution has begun to inspire serious rethinking. Syrian 
woman poet Alisar Iram has written an important es- 
say critiquing the nihilism of both Assad and the ex- 
treme fundamentalists who have attempted to usurp 
the revolution's goals of freedom and dignity, non-sec- 
tarianism, and social justice. In contrast, Iram articu- 
lates the absolute reality of the idea of freedom as it is 
born in the heart of struggle: 

"Revolutions are great mass movements carrying 
within themselves the promise to stop time for a while 
then perform a jump either into the future, or bend upon 
themselves to jump backwards and revert to a point in 
time where dichotomies are revealed in all their glar- 
ing disruptiveness in order to unravel them. There is no 
revolution that does not shake and rock the old frame of 
references, the systems of thought and the sensibilities 
that prevailed before. Revolutions generate a tornado 
of dynamism that will inevitably spend itself in rebirth 
or destruction, but where the revolution moves what it 
leaves in its wake is a changed landscape, altered be- 
yond recognition. Yet in this altered landscape I would 
like to see, as an artist and a writer, the intellect and 
consciousness assert themselves. In order to protect the 
Revolution we have to ensure the survival of its legacy by 
means of the creative word and thought... 

"Even if the Syrian revolution fails, what will keep 
it forever a source of courage, hope and faith for man- 
kind is the body of thought, the legacy of consciousness, 
awareness and sensibility that it has engendered and 
will generate. The undying, noble word will be its be- 
quest. Therefore write, you who can write eloquently, 
who can turn insight, vision, dreams and truths into 
that which will remain alive in the very core of human 
continued on p. 8 

7. "Assad's Killing Industry and the Role of Intellectuals," 
Yassin al-Haj Saleh, L'Express, 21 March 2014. 





MAHIENOUR 
EL-MASSRY 



Freedom fighter Mahinour Elmassry has been arrested 
by the Egyptian police. She has been arrested several 
times before but friends fear this time may be 
catastrophic. 
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thinking and sensibility. 

" The politicians have failed the Syrian Revolution 
because they are individuals without vision and do not 
possess the kind of all-embracing humanistic compas- 
sionate imagination to bond with the simple, downtrod- 
den, trampled-on common people and victims. " 8 

II. Revolt and 
retrogression at home 

A. Women under attack 

The U.S. is in such political disarray that the Dem- 
ocratic President and Senate fell in line with devastat- 
ing cuts to food stamps and are unable to enact their 
modest goals of increasing the minimum wage and 
maintaining extended unemployment insurance. The 
disarray is seen as well in the deadly racism of "stand 
your ground" gunmen and the torrid pace of attacks 
on access to abortion and even birth control. Be it cuts 
in food stamps, or even Florida's "stand your ground" 
laws, women are impacted most severely. Of those who 
receive food stamps, 34.3% are women, and 44.5% are 
children under 18. 

While stand your ground laws make it legal to gun 
down unarmed Black youth for being in the "wrong" 
place or playing music too loud, they have been ruled 
out for battered women like African American Maris sa 
Alexander, who fired a warning shot into the ceiling to 
keep her abusive husband at bay. Although she injured 
no one, she is facing a 60-year prison term. 

Society's degeneracy is sickeningly visible in what 
spews from the mouths of those in government like Re- 
publican New Hampshire State Rep. Kyle Tasker, who 
posted on Facebook a cartoon making fun of women 
who experience domestic violence, like Marissa Alexan- 
der. Accompanying a graphic cartoon, he wrote: "50,000 
battered women and I still eat mine plain." It is seen 
in how another Republican, Virginia State Sen. Steve 
Martin, referred to pregnant women, not as human be- 
ings with civil rights, but as a fetus' "host." 

What got the media's attention was House Budget 
Chairman Paul Ryan's (R-Wisc.) remarks on poverty. 
He quoted racist social "scientist" Charles Murray, and 
claimed that there's a "culture, in our inner cities in 
particular, of men not working and just generations 
of men not even thinking about working or learning 
the value and the culture of work...." But while Ryan 
talks of men, what he wants is to gut what little wel- 
fare for women and children is left. He harkens back to 
the 1990s "reform," which threw thousands of women 
off welfare but left them in poverty. "If we succeeded" 
in this, he said, "we can help resuscitate this culture 
and get people back to work." But there is no work for 
those now unemployed. A recent study found that, in 
any given month, a mere 11% of the people who had 
been unemployed for over 26 weeks would find full-time 
work within one year. 

ABORTION, BIRTH CONTROL UNDER ATTACK 

Meanwhile, the attack on women's right to an 
abortion as well as to birth control is so vicious that it 
no longer disguises the hatred of women that fuels it. 
The Hobby Lobby suit being considered by the Supreme 
Court (see article, p. 2) would not only allow companies 
to withhold insurance coverage for contraception based 
on their religious beliefs, it would keep insurance from 
paying for counseling about birth control. If Hobby Lob- 
by prevails, any employer can dictate what discussion a 
doctor can have with a patient if that visit is paid for by 
her employer's insurance. 

Abortion rights continue to be rapidly undermined. 
Twenty-three states have invasive mandatory ultra- 
sound laws that force women to have — and pay for — an 
unnecessary and often painful medical procedure; Ala- 
bama is considering a law that would criminalise abor- 
tions as early as six weeks into pregnancy. A new level 
of cruelty is in a proposed Alabama law that would force 
a woman carrying a fetus with a lethal condition to lis- 
ten to a script about available perinatal hospice servic- 
es, sign a form confirming that she prefers an abortion, 
and then wait 48 hours before having the abortion that 
she had already decided on in the first place. 

The cruelty extends to girls whose abusive parents 
are now free to attend their pregnant daughter's court 
proceedings if she opts to circumvent parental consent 
laws and ask a judge for permission for an abortion. 
That totally negates the aim of exceptions to parental 
consent laws, whose purpose was to enable girls with 
abusive parents to obtain an abortion without inform- 
ing them. There seems to be no end to the torture — 
and the UN has recognized, finally, that denial of le- 
gal abortion amounts to torture. (For more on women 
worldwide see: "Women fight for freedom against grow- 
ing retrogression," March-April 2014 News & Letters.) 

Fraudulent laws claiming to protect women's 
health have helped force the closure of one in ten clin- 
ics between 2010 and 2013, and the new Texas law will 

8. "Where to Syria of the Sorrows?" Alisar Iram, January 25, 
2014, http://alisariram.wordpress.com/2014/01/25/where-to- 
syria-of-the-sorrows/ 


close 20 more. 

What has emerged in the face of the brutal hostil- 
ity to women's right to control their own bodies is a mil- 
itant movement of women and men who guide women 
past screaming mobs of anti-abortion fanatics at clinics 
offering abortion. These clinic escorts get up early and 
stand for hours in sub-zero temperatures or blazing 
heat. New York escort Shaker SuzanneF explains why 
she's part of this movement: 

" Our government and our society have abandoned 
people who want reproductive healthcare. They've la- 
beled them as abject; they've isolated them; they've de- 
cided they don't deserve safety.... 

"To me, escorting is about breaking that isolation. 
Every time I take the subway to the clinic, I am telling 
patients that they are worth standing up for. Every time 
I stand out in the cold, I am doing it because I want 
clients to know there is nothing shameful about their 
decision. Every time I stay despite being insulted and 
harassed, I do it because I want clients to know that the 
community stands with them. When I'm getting pushed 
by protesters as I walk clients to the door, I'm doing it 
because I want clients to remember that they aren't the 
bad ones, that they didn't do anything to deserve this 
treatment.... 

"I escort because people who want reproductive 
healthcare are worth standing up for. And until we as a 
society realize this fundamental fact and do a better job 
of protecting access, I'll keep escorting ." 9 
CAPITALISM KEEPS THE POOR POOR 

Capitalism's degeneracy is seen in its attacks on 
the most vulnerable. Thus the U.S. Labor Department 
allows the exploitation of development ally disabled 
workers by making it legal to pay them a wage even 
lower than the minimum, which is nowhere near a liv- 
ing wage and hasn't been raised 
since 2009. Children are par- 
ticularly vulnerable and those 
who lose their eligibility for 
food stamps will also be thrown 
off free school lunch programs. 

Twenty-four state governments 
showed their inhumanity by 
refusing the Medicaid expan- 
sion available through the Af- 
fordable Care Act. This means 
that people who do not meet the 
state's requirements for Med- 
icaid but cannot afford insur- 
ance, even though some qualify 
for federal subsidies, will prob- 
ably be uninsured — that's 4.5 
million people — when insur- 
ance for anyone with a serious 
illness is a matter of life and 
death. Now 3.7 million Ameri- 
cans with mental illness and 
substance abuse have been de- 
nied insurance coverage. 

A new study from Harvard University and the City 
University of New York predicts that 8 million people 
will remain uninsured, and suffer up to 17,000 prema- 
ture and avoidable deaths. The study authors state: "We 
predict that many low-income women will forego recom- 
mended breast and cervical cancer screening; diabet- 
ics will forego medications and all low-income adults 
will face a greater likelihood of depression, catastrophic 
medical expenses and death." But a Republican Party 
that has spent years dehumanizing the poor, women, 
youth and people of color, is content to let the bodies 
pile up, and Democratic alternatives often amount to 
slightly smaller cutbacks. 

B. Many dimensions of revolt 

The massive turnout at several Moral Monday 
protests in North Carolina this year — including over 
80,000 at one — with similar protests cropping up in 
other Southern states, is only one indication that the 
fightback will continue to grow. In Georgia, 39 people 
were arrested in March at Moral Monday actions de- 
manding Medicaid expansion for that state, declaring 
that without it up to 10 Georgians will die every day 
due to lack of healthcare. 

In December fast food workers in 100 cities held 
strikes and protests demanding $15 an hour. This 
March and April, more actions were held by fast food 
workers, Walmart workers, and others demanding liv- 
ing wages and an end to wage theft. In March, a Mc- 
Donald's franchisee and a Domino's franchisee, both in 
New York, had to cough up $1 million to settle charges 
of illegally underpaying workers. These highly exploit- 
ed workers are mainly Black, Latino, and/or women. 

At the same time, capitalists continue to fight any 
attempt by workers to organize. Labor unions are hard- 
ly a factor for most U.S. workers, with only one in 15 
private sector workers belonging to unions — just at the 
time when economic inequality has reached a new high, 

9. See "The Truth about Buffer Zones and the Harassers Who 
Hate Them," March 13, 2014, by Shaker SuzanneF http:// 
www.shakesville.com/2014/03/the-truth-about-buffer-zones- 
and.html 


and yet opposition to inequality is being channeled into 
partisan politics rather than the need for workers to 
control their own workplaces and lives. 

More and more, the structure of the U.S. economy 
is based on a labor force with a huge low-wage compo- 
nent — so huge that about 40% of employed adults make 
less than the 1968 minimum wage, adjusted for infla- 
tion. The low- wage system is inseparable from high 
long-term unemployment and the superexploitation of 
millions of undocumented workers. But undocumented 
workers are fighting back, from car washes to restau- 
rants to garment factories. And farmers from Georgia 
to California are crying for immigration reform because 
they cannot force citizens to accept the harsh conditions 
and low pay of farm labor. 

IMMIGRANT LABOR FIGHTS BACK 

On April 5 the human side of immigration poli- 
cies shone through as undocumented immigrants and 
supporters held actions in 80 cities, denouncing the 2 
million deportations carried out by the Obama admin- 
istration. Culminating a two-day march from Chicago 
to Broadview, 111., protesters formed a human chain to 
blockade the Broadview Detention Center, chanting, 
"Not one more!" (See article, p. 11.) 

Undocumented immigrants have held a series of 
creative actions since the May Day 2006 boycott/strike 
Day without Immigrants, through the Coming Out of 
the Shadows actions in which youth publicly proclaimed 
themselves "undocumented and unafraid," through the 
Dreamers sit-ins and the No Papers No Fear bus ride, 
to today's Not One More Deportation events. What they 
need is not the halfway support of politicians but the 
full solidarity of the working-class recognizing that an 
injury to one is an injury to all. 

So long as any segment of the population cannot 

make a liv- 
ing wage, 
it weak- 
ens the 

ability of 
the whole 
working 
class to 

resist the 
capitalists' 
cutbacks 
in wages 
as well as 
social ben- 
efits. This 
includes 
people with 
disabili- 
ties, who 
are strug- 
gling to 
change the 
"sheltered 

workshop" mentality. 

Attacks on Medicaid funding make it almost im- 
possible for the poor and people with disabilities to get 
healthcare and the help they need to meet their most 
basic needs. This is on top of how the state sees people 
with disabilities as units to be managed. As one activist 
exclaimed, 

"Penalties, assessments, inspections, certifications, 
caps, limits, maximums and minimums, authoriza- 
tions, coordination, oversight, appeals, intakes, approv- 
als, denials, requests, flagging, verifications, and on 
and on and on. It just never f'ing ends. If you are a per- 
son who doesn't have to deal with this as a part of your 
status as a human being, you're privileged." 

When it comes to people with mental illness, espe- 
cially those who are poor or of color, the default caregiv- 
ers are the police and prisons. The Treatment Advocacy 
Center and National Sheriffs' Association found that 
people with serious mental illness are ten times more 
likely to be in prison or jail than in state psychiatric 
hospitals, and they estimate that half the people killed 
by police are mentally ill. Nearly half of prison and jail 
inmates have some mental illness. The Cook County 
Jail is "the largest mental health provider in the state 
of Illinois," according to the Sheriff. 

So trigger-happy is the Albuquerque, N.M., police 
department, that hundreds of outraged people took 
over streets in protest for nine hours on March 31. Un- 
surprisingly, they were attacked by the cops. Of the 37 
people shot by Albuquerque cops since 2010, 24 were 
killed, and nearly 75% were mentally ill. As usual, the 
killer cops were never punished. 

The prison system itself, holding captive another 
superexploited population, also helps keep workers un- 
der the thumb of capitalist exploitation. Yet even here 
the resistance is ceaseless, with a new stage opened 
up by the 2011 and 2013 hunger strikes at Pelican Bay 
State Prison in California, which followed the 2010 
strike at 10 Georgia state prisons. This year, prisoners 
went on hunger strike at a federal prison in Honolulu, 
and hunger strikes broke out at immigrant detention 

continued on p. 9 



One of hundreds who came out on March 8, 2014, on International Women's Day to rally 
at the "Coming out of the Shadows" demonstration at Chicago's Federal Plaza. 
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centers in Conroe, Texas, and Tacoma, Wash. As we go 
to press, Alabama prisoners are planning a labor strike 
against the state prison system's "slave empire," follow- 
ing up another strike at two prisons in January. 

III. Capitalism's political 
and economic degeneracy 

A. Karl Marx haunts 
capitalism's stagnation 

Ever present in the political degeneracy is the eco- 
nomic degeneration of capitalism. Five years after the 
official end of the Great Recession, the U.S. economy is 
still growing at a rate below the average of the last 30 
years — which was already substantially less than the 
rate preceding the mid-1970s global economic crisis. 

In contrast, profits are high and climbing. Last 
year after-tax corporate profits reached a new high of 
$1.74 trillion, and in 2012 for the first time they ex- 
ceeded 10% of gross domestic product. One big factor 
in this is that employee compensation has fallen to a 
record low percentage of total income, while the share 
going to corporate profits is at a record high. 

That translates into a recovery for the top 1% in 
income distribution, who collected 95% percent of total 
income growth from 2009 to 2012. The other 99% have 
gained virtually nothing. Economic inequality in the 
U.S. is larger than it has been at any time since before 
the Great Depression of the 1930s. 

Just as wealth is monopolized by a few, so are most 
sectors of the economy dominated by corporations with 
monopoly power, as typified by Monsanto in seeds and 
biotechnology, Walmart in retail, Comcast in internet 
service and cable television, Procter & Gamble in ra- 
zors and detergent. Goldman Sachs, which increased 
its domination of sectors of finance after the 2008 crash, 
has branched out into manipulating materials such 
as copper and aluminum. The most business-friendly 
Supreme Court in generations has extended the politi- 
cal influence of these monopolists with decisions like 
Citizens United and McCutcheon, declaring unlimited 
campaign donations to be "free speech." 

All these developments are part and parcel of the 
economic-political restructuring carried out by the cap- 
italist class in the wake of the 1970s economic crisis, 
as they seek to counteract the historic fall in the rate 
of profit. 

However, the rate of profit is still low, which is why, 
despite all the cash corporations are holding onto, busi- 
ness investment is still lower than its 2007 peak and its 
rate of growth has been declining. Capitalism has not 
proved itself capable of fully recovering from its struc- 
tural crisis. 

Alongside capitalism's stagnation, the surge in 
both questioning of and revolt against it have forced its 
representatives again and again to try to drive away the 
revolutionary specter of Marx that never stops haunt- 
ing them. Just so, The New York Times on March 30 
published a "debate" on "Was Marx Right?" — making 
sure to stack the deck with a management consultant 
and three economists of the type Marx called "prize- 
fighters for capitalism" arrayed against a token Marx- 
ist. The point is that, even as they argue that there is no 
alternative to capitalism, even these prizefighters have 
to keep returning to Marx if only to try to bury him. 
Conspicuously missing from the whole debate is any 
concept of the Humanism Marx put forward as the sec- 
ond negation, beyond communism's negation of private 
property, to actual new human relations as the basis for 
a new, free society. 

The March unemployment report brought hoopla 
about the number of private jobs having finally re- 
bounded to where it was when the recession began six 
years ago — as if population growth and government job 
cuts did not count! In truth, the percentage of adults 
who have jobs is lower than it has been since 1984, 
when women were still entering the workforce in un- 
precedented numbers. The percentage of adult men 
who have jobs is lower now than at any time from 1948 
to 2008. Those of the 99% who work full time make, 
on average, much less than a few years ago and in fact 
have gone back to 1979 levels. In addition, part-time 
employment is rising. Over 7 million people involun- 
tarily work part-time. 

AS GOES DETROIT, SO GOES THE NATION 

Millions of older people are working because they 
cannot afford to retire. More than one-third of work- 
ers surveyed say they have less than $1,000 in savings. 
Meanwhile, many companies and government entities 
are freezing or slashing pensions. The much touted 
IRAs and 401 (k) plans that have replaced many pen- 
sions made money for financial companies that run 
them, but many workers saw their savings melt away 
during the recession — or don't make enough money to 
save enough in the first place. 

Detroit is the new paradigm for attacking public 
employees, especially their pensions and healthcare 
benefits, and urban citizens, primarily Black and La- 


tino, many living in poverty — as well as for massive 
privatization of schools, water, trash collection, and 
who knows what. 

As one Detroit community activist expressed it, 

" The pension issue in Detroit is part of a much 
larger movement to take pensions throughout the coun- 
try. There is at least a trillion dollars in pension money. 
Pensioners' money is a pot of gold at the end of a corrupt 
rainbow . " 

The Emergency Manager's Plan of Adjustment to 
restructure the city's finances threatens to cut pensions 
up to 34%, after retirees have already lost a cost-of- 
living provision and suffered greatly increased health- 
care costs. One retiree who is too young for Medicare 
said, "Last year I and my husband paid $126 a month 
in healthcare premiums. 

Now we have to pay $1,026 
a month, with a $3,300 de- 
ductible." 

While the media often 
highlight decaying build- 
ings in Detroit, the country 
as a whole is delinquent in 
public investment. Despite 
the modest infrastructure 
projects included in Presi- 
dent Obama's 2009 stimu- 
lus, the American Society 
of Civil Engineers still gave 
the U.S. a D+ in its infra- 
structure report card last 
year: 4,000 deficient dams, 

400,000 polluted "brown- 
fields" awaiting cleanup, 200 million trips taken daily 
across deficient bridges, like the 1-35 W bridge that 
collapsed in Minneapolis in 2007, killing 13 people. A 
large but unknown number of schools are in disrepair. 
Gas pipelines in New York City alone, nearly half of 
which are 75 years old or more, leak thousands of times 
a year, potentially leading to deadly explosions like the 
one in Harlem in March. 

Just as dangerously, the ruling class has allowed 
its thought to decay. The global scope of the disintegra- 
tion of thought glares through such events as 

• The electoral power of Europe's far Right, seen 
in the passage of Switzerland's anti-immigrant referen- 
dum, the UK Independence Party's surge in polls past 
the Liberal Democrats, historic gains by France's Na- 
tional Front in local elections, the re-election of Hun- 
garian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, and the rise of a 
far Right bloc in the run-up to elections for the Euro- 
pean Parliament; 

• Nigeria's passage of an anti-Gay law giving the 
green light to a wave of arrests and killings, echoing 
events in Uganda, Cameroon, and a number of other 
African countries; 

• Brazil's Left government, headed by former 
Trotskyist guerrilla Dilma Rousseff, making itself the 
instrument of international capital displacing the poor, 
by sending police to evict thousands of people from 
slums in Rio de Janeiro to make way for soccer's World 
Cup. 

B. The race toward climate chaos 

The bankruptcy of this society's thought announc- 
es itself in the campaign of deception funded by oil 
companies trying to confuse the public about the real- 
ity of climate change. Just as much, it is shown in the 
disproportion between the scientific consensus about 
the urgency of confronting mounting perils of climate 
change and the pathetic inadequacy of any real action 
taken. Report after report by large scientific bodies 
highlighted the serious risks of grave food shortages, 
the loss of islands and coastal areas to rising seas, and 
extreme heat waves, droughts and floods. The scientific 
truth has not stopped greenhouse gas emissions from 
continuing to rise twice as fast as before the Kyoto Pro- 
tocol was adopted. 

Last September's report by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change pointed out that if the world 
is to have any chance to keep global warming manage- 
able, then humanity's future emissions of greenhouse 
gases must be less than what was already generated in 
the past 250 years of capitalist industrialization. That 
"carbon budget" means leaving the vast majority of fos- 
sil fuels in the ground. 

The UN negotiations two months later focused 
instead on disagreements about money, plus some iso- 
lated cuts in emissions or encouragement for renewable 
energy. Similarly, the Obama administration has enact- 
ed a few regulations like increased fuel mileage for cars 
and trucks and restrictions on coal-fired power plants — 
which is more than any preceding administration ac- 
complished. Yet no mainstream politician in the U.S. 
or any other large producer of fossil fuels dares to get 
behind an actual carbon budget. Consequently, while 
the movement and some scientists have articulated 
the need to place whole categories of fuels — including 
coal, tar sands oil, and tracked oil and gas — off-limits, 
governments blithely state emissions targets with no 
credible plan to achieve them. ExxonMobil confidently 


stated that "the scenario where governments restrict 
hydrocarbon production in a way to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions 80% [by 2040] is highly unlikely." 10 

On the contrary, Canada and the U.S. have con- 
spired to maximize tar sands production, including 
with the Keystone XL pipeline. Saudi Arabia, China 
and Brazil tried to keep the "carbon budget" point out 
of the IPCC report. And in the most recent report, the 
U.S. excised from the Executive Summary an estimate 
that poor countries will need $100 billion a year to cope 
with climate change. Getting stuck with a portion of the 
bill for the effects of capitalist industrialization seems 
to be a more pressing problem than mitigating and 
dealing with those effects. 

Apparent emission reductions in Europe and the 
U.S. are largely due to 
exporting emissions. As 
transnational industries 
based in the U.S. and 
Europe have shifted pro- 
duction to countries like 
China with low wages 
and little environmental 
regulation, emissions in- 
creased due to longer ship- 
ping and China's reliance 
on coal, but that counts 
against China, now the 
world's biggest greenhouse 
gas emitter. Compounding 
this, as U.S. coal consump- 
tion falls, the U.S., Canada 
and Australia have rushed 
to supply coal and tar sands oil to China and other 
"emerging market" countries. 

Movements of youth and Indigenous peoples, some 
under the rubric of "climate justice," display an entirely 
different attitude. Indigenous groups from across the 
U.S. and Canada have pledged to use direct action to 
resist Keystone XL if President Obama approves the 
pipeline. Since 2012 the Unist'ot'en resistance camp in 
Wet'suwet'en territory in British Columbia has blocked 
the route of the Pacific Trail pipeline for fracked gas. 
At Washington University in St. Louis, 20-40 students 
held a sit-in to protest the college's ties to coal giant 
Peabody Energy. 

The revolutionary heart of that attitude is mani- 
fested in the thought coming from the movement from 
practice. Francia Marquez Mina, founder of the As- 
sociation of Afro-Colombian Women, said in a talk on 
"Afro-Colombians' Struggle for Land," 

" Capitalism's strength is at our expense. When we 
say that we want another model of development, it's not 
just my village of La Toma but all of humanity. We need 
to think about a different form of economic production 
that is not the capitalist system. They have made us be- 
lieve that there is no other form of production. We need a 
different form of development." 

A society that fails to maintain its infrastructure, 
that throws away the creative abilities of working-age 
and young people, that drifts toward genocide and war, 
that normalizes extreme anti-human thought, that 
races toward destruction of its environmental basis, is 
a society that no longer believes in its future. What it 
reveals is the decline of the old capitalist world and the 
potential for a new human one. Hegel captured it over 
200 years ago: 

"...the spirit of the time, growing slowly and quietly 
ripe for the new form it is to assume, disintegrates one 
fragment after another of the structure of its previous 
world. That it is tottering to its fall is indicated only 
by symptoms here and there. Frivolity and again ennui, 
which are spreading in the established order of things, 
the undefined foreboding of something unknown — all 
these betoken that there is something else approaching. 
This gradual crumbling to pieces, which did not alter 
the general look and aspect of the whole, is interrupted 
by the sunrise, which, in a flash and at a single stroke, 
brings to view the form and structure of the new world. " n 

IV. Philosophy and 
organization 

A. The philosophic moment 
of Marxist-Humanism 

Despite all the retrogression faced by the masses, 
the revolutionary mental sediment of the Occupy Move- 
ment, as of all the revolts across the world, remains in 
force. As a young Occupy Boston activist viewing Tur- 
key's Gezi movement wrote, 

"Another world really is possible! Anti- capitalism 
is such a realistic worldwide goal for our generation. We 
aren't benefitting from capitalism, and we are finally 

continued onp. 10 

10. "Energy and Carbon: Managing the Risks," http://cdn. 
exxonmobil.eom/~/media/Files/Other/2014/Report%20-%20 
Energy%20and%20Carbon%20-%20Managing%20the%20 
Risks.pdf 

11. The Phenomenology of Mind, by G.W.F. Hegel (Harper 
Torchbooks, 1967). 
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starting to talk about it . " 

The positive in the negative of anti-capitalism 
cannot be allowed to remain implicit. It is said often 
enough that we have to talk not only about what we are 
against but what we are for. But if the President can 
repeat that same statement as a platitude in his State 
of the Union address, we need to make clear that what 
we are for involves a total break with this capitalist so- 
ciety and its dehumanization, with all its alienations 
and oppressions. The unfolding dialectic of revolution 
and counter-revolution has placed starting from the 
Absolute of a new human society at the top of our, and 
the world's, agenda. As the organization whose explicit 
basis is the Absolute of Marxist-Humanism, News and 
Letters Committees bears a special responsibility. 

THE PHILOSOPHIC MOMENT 

This year we are returning with fresh eyes to Marx- 
ist-Humanism's philosophic moment, with a special fo- 
cus on The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism 
(TPMMH) as published by this organization 25 years 
ago, shortly after our founder's death. 

In the 1940s, the retrogression of Russia after its 
1917 revolution sent Dunayevskaya back to Marx, not 
only to prove that it had become state-capitalist, but to 
reach for a new basis for the revolutionary movement. 
Her encounter with Marx's Humanism began by show- 
ing that Russia's economy was based on alienated la- 
bor, which must be transcended, rather than being sat- 
isfied with eliminating private property. Marx's 1844 
Humanist Essays transformed Hegel's negation of the 
negation into a philosophy of revolution. One way Marx 
spelled it out was: 

" communism as such is not the goal of human devel- 
opment.... Only by the transcendence of this mediation, 
which is nevertheless a necessary presupposition, does 
there arise positive humanism, beginning from itself . " 

Compelled to reach for philosophic new beginnings, 
she continued exploring Marx's 1844 Humanist Essays 
and Capital together with Lenin's notebooks on Hegel 
and Hegel's works themselves. Combined with her 
participation in struggles of workers and Blacks, and 
in revolutionary organizations, it led to her May 1953 
philosophic moment. 

Dunayevskaya' s discussion in the June 1, 1987, 
presentation, which is included in TPMMH , singles 
out from Karl Marx's 1844 philosophic moment his ap- 
propriation of Hegel's "negation of the negation" and 
transformation of it into a "new Humanism." That, she 
indicates, was Marx's ground for organization. It is in 
that context that she takes up his return to his own 
philosophic moment "as it was concretized for organiza- 
tion," and then takes up Marx's "general view of where 
we're headed" after revolution, looking ahead to the 
abolition of the division between mental and manual 
labor. The reintegration of mental and manual is key to 
the "new society" she found in Hegel's Absolutes in her 
own philosophic moment of Marxist-Humanism. 

The look at Marx's ground for organization opens 
out into the question of negating the elitist vanguard 
party, not only politically but philosophically, working 
out not just a form of organization but a new relation- 
ship of philosophy and organization. This implies a 
movement of second negation that is still on the agen- 
da. We cannot give an answer to this question today. 
Rather, this year's Convention will be dedicated to re- 
turning to the process of working it out with fresh eyes 
as we return to TPMMH. 

B. Organizational tasks 

Our tasks as an organization are conceived as ways 
of working out concretizations for today of TPMMH. 

News & Letters continues to be the only Marxist- 
Humanist newspaper in the world. The concept of a 
Marxist-Humanist newspaper and of the process of pro- 
ducing and distributing it is intended to begin breaking 
down the division between mental and manual labor, 
although that can only be completed through revolution 
that establishes a totally new foundation for society. It 
involves internalization of Marxist-Humanism as the 
other side of projection, and outreach as the other side 
of elicitation. This year our work to invigorate our elici- 
tation, which is reflected in Readers' Views and articles 
from not-yet Marxist-Humanists, and our theoretical 
explorations as reflected in essay articles, will be a col- 
lective attempt to work out this perspective articulated 
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in the June 1, 1987, presentation in TPMMH : 

"... the context of each person's activity and special 
point of concentration — be it labor, Women's Liberation, 
youth, Black, etc. — will be inseparable from the mean- 
ing of that activity, and that meaning, whether of an 
objective event or the subjective activity, will be projected 
to those not-yet Marxist-Humanists, because in mean- 
ing, i.e., philosophy, is both ground and roof of all we 
do, survey, strive for, as we prepare for that 'revolution 
in permanence. ' 

"Therefore, I would very strongly suggest that... the 
book — The Dialectics of Philosophy and Organi- 
zation — becomes the dominant force not only in essay 
articles, but in every activity we undertake, especially 
in discussions with subscribers, with not-yet Marxist- 
Humanists, not just as the recording of the events and 
their experiences, but the meaning of those events and 
experiences and their direction in a global context. That 
is what we will have to project when we have conversa- 
tions with subscribers" (pp. 18-19). 

The reconstruction of our website, which will be ac- 
complished this year, is not a purely technical task but 
revolves around working out how it is inseparable from 
the paper in the process of eliciting, projection, and or- 
ganizational growth. The print newspaper continues to 
be vital both for two-way communications with prison- 
ers and for projecting ideas and building new relation- 
ships at events such as protests and occupations, con- 
ferences and teach-ins. 

Archives as a collective task means that the techni- 
cal aspect of presenting the Raya Dunayevskaya Collec- 
tion on the web is not the end but a beginning for projec- 
tion and theoretical exploration and development. Its 
expanded accessibility challenges us to explore those 
archives in the spirit in which the June 1, 1987, pre- 
sentation pointed to "the many universals inherent in 
[Marxist-Humanism' s philosophic moment], so that we 
can see what is still new in it that we must develop for 
the book" on Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy. 

The forthcoming book of writings by Dunayevskaya 
on Marx has been rethought in relation to TPMMH , so 
that the first two parts are "Analysis of State-Capital- 
ism and Reach toward Marx's Humanism and Dialec- 
tic" and "The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human- 
ism," and the final part is "Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy." 

Above all, we must confront the task of organiza- 
tional growth. It should be reflected in our local dis- 
cussions, including, for example, when we discuss the 
Call for Convention and the Draft Perspectives thesis, 
who we intend to invite to the Convention with it and 
how we intend to use these documents to do so — and 
similarly, to have a real organizational consciousness at 
both our meetings and the outside events in which we 
participate. That includes getting to second negation 
afterwards on what we did or did not do. 

The Absolute is not something to graft onto the 
analysis of an event or movement but rather challenges 
us to begin from the Absolute in grasping the internal 
dialectic of the particular, in showing the meaning of 
the event. For us, philosophy is not an academic exer- 
cise but is at the heart of working out what to do. That 
"what to do" will be a part of all our discussions, publi- 
cations, and activities and will be a test of how we con- 
cretize philosophy. One essential point for each Local 
will be to be concrete about how they plan to participate 
in ongoing organizational discussion and who they are 
going to bring to the Convention this year, as part of our 
work to build the organization. As always, the point of 


building the organization is to aid the self-determina- 
tion of the idea of Marxist-Humanism, which, in unity 
with the world's freedom struggles, will release a new 
human dimension that will form the foundation of a 
new society. 

— The Resident Editorial Board, April 16, 2014 
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Third anniversary of 
the Syrian Revolution 



Washington, D.C. — Two busloads of people from Chi- 
cago joined thousands gathered here on March 15 to 
mark the third anniversary of the Syrian Revolution. 
Spirits were high, with the singing of revolutionary 
songs, much discussion and little sleep. 

This was part of a week of commemoration in D.C. 
and around the world. From March 12 to March 15, 
across from the White House, volunteers had continu- 
ously read out the names of the over 100,000 dead as an 
"oral memorial." "How many more?" we asked. 

The main demonstration was held in Lafayette 
Park. Demonstrators marched there with chants like 
"There is only one solution! Revolution! Revolution!" Af- 
ter three years, that's the reality. Not because it makes 
a good slogan, but because it's what Syrians have lived. 

Here were people who have given their lives for 
freedom. Many have put their schooling, jobs and 
families on hold. Others who came to D.C. from Syria 
have risked everything: Qusai Zakarya, Raed Fares, 
Ameenah Sawwan, and other heroes and witnesses. 

A highlight, for me, was the moment when ac- 
tivists from Russia, China and Iran — whose gov- 
ernments are Assad’s main supporters — took the 
stage, along with a Ukrainian activist, to express 
the solidarity that the people of those countries 
have with the Syrian Revolution. 

The world's silence and inaction have been mad- 
dening, but it is also a little misleading. Millions of 
people, around the world, are watching and thinking 
about events in Syria. The unprecedented way Assad 
has been allowed to destroy the country's major cities 
and commit genocide against the people, creating the 
century's largest refugee crisis — no one can imagine 
that their own future isn't implicated in this. 

There were many young people in the crowd, and I 
had a moment of shock in realizing that I have watched 
some of them grow up in these three years of revolu- 
tionary activism. If time is the space for human devel- 
opment, how very precious a gift it has been to see the 
world through their eyes, to grasp that this world needs 
to change at its root. Both a gift, and a tremendous re- 
sponsibility toward the future. 

— Syrian Revolution supporter 

Same-sex marriage 

Just in time for the wedding season, the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church reaffirmed their opposition to 
same-sex marriage. Utah, along with Texas, Michigan 
and Oklahoma, has seen its same-sex union ban over- 
turned. The 10th Circuit Court of Appeals hears oral 
arguments in Utah and Oklahoma's bans in April and 
is expected to consider both cases together. 

The Church of Norway rejected a proposal allow- 
ing same-sex couples to marry, despite a majority of its 
bishops favoring religious ceremonies. Gays have been 
allowed to marry and adopt in Norway since 2009. 

Georgia's prime minister has introduced legisla- 
tion defining marriage as between one man and one 
woman in order to avoid "misinterpretation" of a pro- 
posed law to protect LGBT peoples from discrimina- 
tion. If passed, it will join six EU nations — Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Croatia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland — in 
banning same-sex marriage. 

Britain legalized same-sex marriage in March. Bi- 
zarrely, the head of the Church of England said that 
accepting same-sex unions leads to the killing of Chris- 
tians in Africa. 

Division on LGBT issues is strong among Angli- 
cans. The Rt. Rev. Christopher Senjonjo of Uganda has 
been severely censured for ministering to LGBT peo- 
ples. Bishop Desmond Tutu commented in early April, 
"What a shame, I mean, well really, what a disgrace, 
that the church of God, in the face of so much suffering 
in the world, in the face of conflict, or corruption, of all 
of the awful things, what is our obsession? Our obses- 
sion is not ministering to a world that is aching. Our 
obsession is about sexual orientation. I'm sure that the 
Lord of this church, looking down at us, must weep, and 
say, 'Just what did I do wrong now?"' 

— Dee Perkins 


Noura ALmasri http://on.fb.me/QirYXj 
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Peace activist veteran run down 


Duluth, Minn. — Tom Gilliam is a survivor of the 
Vietnam War, a conscientious objector medic, as- 
signed to a Marine Corps combat unit during the war. 
Throughout his time in Vietnam, he was surrounded 
by the disorientation and butchery of raw combat. He 
still has shrapnel in his body. More than a few Marines 
owe their lives to him, as he kept them from bleeding 
to death in the jungles of the night. 

Immediately on returning to the U.S., Tom 
stripped off his military uniform and threw it into the 
nearest garbage can. A dedicated social activist, he 
is a member of Veterans For Peace (VFP) and Syn- 
dicalist Action Network (SAN). There has been more 
government and right-wing surveillance of VFP than 
any other left-of-center or radical organization in the 
country, much of which has been crude and abusive. 

In July 2013 Tom told friends that he had been 
followed by "a man in a black pick-up truck." The truck 
would overtake him, only to re-appear behind him. 
And that man, Tom said, shouted threats at him. 

On Aug. 3, 2013, WDIO-TV Eyewitness News re- 
ported a solidarity rally for Bradley (now Chelsea) 
Manning in Duluth, Minn., where Tom was inter- 
viewed. He said in part: "Were all in support of a great 
American hero and a patriot, somebody who blew the 
whistle on lies. And in an open society you need the 
truth." 

At approximately 3:00 AM on Aug. 5, Tom was 
pedaling his bicycle home home from work when he 
was run down from behind by a dark blue mini-van. 
The impact was strong enough that the van's side- 
mirror broke off and fell on the street. The driver fled. 

Tom, with broken ribs and many fractured bones, 


was taken to St. Luke's Hospital. The first policeman 
to arrive told the crowd, "We will probably never know 
who did this." It was a witness who pointed to the evi- 
dence scattered on the street. 

On Aug. 7 several members of SAN went to the 
Duluth police station but were told there was no "In- 
cident File" for the assault on Tom. The sergeant said 
we should speak with the State Patrol. But the State 
Patrol also had nothing on file. Later that day, a po- 
lice official contacted Tom at the Hospital and told him 
they were "starting" an "Incident File." 

On Aug. 13 SAN received a phone call from the de- 
tective assigned to investigate the attack on Tom. He 
said "We will probably never know who did this," and 
that the Duluth police "do not have the staff or budget 
that would allow them to investigate." The sergeant ac- 
knowledged that "there is more evidence than usual in 
this case" and said he would send out a Press Release 
asking for the public's help in identifying the damaged 
blue mini- van. 

We are still waiting for that appeal to the public. 
Tom's brother hired two lawyers to investigate the at- 
tack. They told Tom that never in their professional lives 
had they encountered so much stonewalling by police! 

In October 2013, surgeons removed much of Tom's 
kidney. Unable to work because of injuries and compli- 
cations resulting from the attack, the struggle of daily 
life for Tom is difficult. You can send an email mes- 
sage of solidarity to Tom at: gilliamtom@gmail.com; 
you can send a complaint or protest to The City of Du- 
luth, St. Louis County, MN, http://www.duluthmn.gov 
—SAN, 323 Fourth Street, Cloquet, MN 55720-2051, 
phone: +218.879.8628 


Chernobyl: Consequences of the Catastrophe 


Chernobyl: Consequences of the Catastrophe for 
People and the Environment, by Alexey V. Yablokov, 
Vassily B. Nesterenko and Alexey V. Nesterenko (Wiley- 
Blackwell, 2010). 

"The Chernobyl catastrophe 
demonstrates that the nuclear 
industry's willingness to risk 
the health of humanity and our 
environment with nuclear power 
plants will result, not only theo- 
retically, but practically, in the 
same level of hazard as nuclear 
weapons. " 

Chernobyl is a compendium 
of 23 years of scientific obser- 
vations generated between the 
1986 accident and 2009. The book is encyclopedic, be- 
ginning with an overview as the contamination swept 
west through Europe and east through the Caucasus, 
northern Africa, northern South Asia and across the 
Pacific to California (modeled by Livermore National 
Labs). There follow analyses of consequences to public 
health and the environment, ending with ways the pub- 
lic can protect itself from the menace of silent, unseen 
radiation. 

Radiation affects public health in increased gen- 
eral malaise, impairment, disability and death brought 
on by immune-system damage, premature aging of tis- 
sues and organs, and increased cancer rates: within a 
few months or years thyroid cancer, leukemia and lym- 
phoma; but within a couple of decades, a huge variety of 
cancers and infectious diseases. Add to this the genera- 

Stop the spies and lies 

Los Angeles — On April 10, 200 youths of all races 
gathered at the Norwalk Fusion Center on the First 
National Day of Protest. Protests were also held in Chi- 
cago, Washington, D.C., Boston, Dallas, San Francisco 
and Oakland. There are about 80 such centers in the 
U.S. 

We protested to close down the Fusion Center that 
stores data from government and local police spying on 
private telephone conversations, internet communica- 
tions and Los Angeles Police Dept.'s Suspicious Activity 
Reports (SAR) or "I Watch" and special Order 1 (people 
spying on people and LAPD Surveillance and secret 
file program). SAR reports are primarily about non- 
criminal activities such as taking photographs of build- 
ings, writing notes, drawing or painting landmarks or 
inquiring about business hours. 

The Fusion Center locked its doors to keep us out 
as we held a spirited protest with signs and banners 
reading: "Stop LAPD Spying — Spies, Lies and Secret 
Files," "Shut down all Fusion Centers" and "Suspicious 
Activity Reports on Blacks, Browns and Poor Young 
Queers." We stood outside chanting and displaying our 
signs to the workers and police inside the glass walls of 
the eight- story building. 

The rally ended with a skit of police harassing and 
interrogating a robot. This was followed by speakers 
from Los Angeles Community Action Network, Stop 
the LAPD Spying Coalition, Youth Justice Coalition 
and the National Lawyers Guild. — Basho 



tional effect of chromosome aberrations and permanent 
gene mutation ( Chernobyl is unequivocal that genera- 
tions multiply radiation damage to biological systems), 
increased stillbirth and birth defects and the suffering 
of children. Chernobyl treats these problems by area as 
the distance from the catastrophe increases. 

Names were invented for some diseases that ap- 
peared after the accident. Vegetovascular dystonia is an 
autonomic nervous system dysfunction; incorporated 
long-life radionuclides is a complete mess-up by radia- 
tion inside organs and tissues. Acute inhalation lesions 
of the upper respiratory tract is the worst cold you ever 
had — except it continues to get worse. 

Diversity in soil bacteria was halved in areas of 
highest contamination. But without the historical 
complement of decay-causing organisms (including in- 
sects and fungi), the scots pine forest of Chernobyl is 
not decaying. It's been 30 years now and dead trees, 
that under normal circumstances would have long since 
become soil humus, are still almost whole, a ripe and 
ready fire danger. The forest carpet in some places is 
decades thick. 

"Liquidators" present a special case, even of Cher- 
nobyl's, encyclopedia of horrors. Who were they? About 
830,000 mostly young men who devoted about five min- 
utes per exposure to cleaning up the highly radioactive 
nuclear material in the fiery heart of the reactor. Ro- 
bots had been found not to work among the energetic 
gamma rays and highly motile nuclear particles that 
fouled the interior space of the exploded containment 
vessel. Liquidators are featured in a section on acceler- 
ated aging. The diseases and physical problems listed 
in page after page were more acute and moved faster in 
the bodies of the liquidators. Fifty-seven died outright. 

The authors of Chernobyl encourage us to face the 
catastrophe we have handed ourselves with nuclear ex- 
plosions since Trinity, July 16, 1945. 

Now that Fukushima/Daiichi has trumped Cher- 
nobyl as the most powerful civilian nuclear explosion 
in history, governments and peoples won't be able to 
ignore the effects for 25 years. Chernobyl tells us what 
is in store. We must recognize the symptoms and hold 
accountable the corporations and governments that 
have tried so hard to make us believe that nuclear gen- 
erators are safe. 

—January 
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Fukushima protest 



Chicago — On March 11, demonstrators gathered in 
front of the Japanese Consulate here to mark the third 
anniversary of the first meltdown at the Daiichi nu- 
clear plant at Fukushima. The purpose of the protest, 
initiated by the Nuclear Energy Information Service in 
Chicago, was first of all to shine a spotlight on the con- 
tinuing crisis: that radiation continues to be released 
into the water and into the air, despite the efforts of 
workers who at risk of life and health are quickly ac- 
quiring lifetime doses of radiation. 

Demonstrators also attacked the gag law that the 
Japanese government enacted for the benefit of the nu- 
clear energy giant TEPCO. It allows police to jail jour- 
nalists or private citizens, even neighbors in the path 
of radiation, for publicizing actual factual statements 
that reflect negatively on nuclear plants at Fukushima. 

Dr. Norma Field, one of the speakers, had just re- 
turned from Japan with a film about children who had 
been removed from the worst areas of contamination. 
She said that the only thing worse than families not 
being able to return to their homes was being trapped 
in homes in areas with continuing elevated radiation, 
yet not being allowed to leave. She said that the gov- 
ernment had taken away citizens' right to even express 
their anxiety. Apart from the threat of jail for pointing 
to ongoing safety issues, they faced intimidation from 
friends and neighbors in a climate created to make 
raising concerns or citing facts seem subversive. 

Demonstrators sent a delegation upstairs to the 
Japanese Consulate to present a packet of letters of 
protest to the Japanese government. Consular officials 
refused to accept them, just as they had refused similar 
letters on previous anniversaries of the Fukushima ca- 
tastrophe. Denial does not lessen the ongoing dangers 
to people in the shadow of Fukushima, which ultimate- 
ly is all of us. 

— Bob McGuire 


QUEERNOTES 


by Dee Perkins 

"We don't discriminate. If you're buying, we're sell- 
ing," read Mississippi storefront decals. LGBT rights 
group Equality Mississippi (EM) partnered with busi- 
nesses to counter the swift April 1 passage of Arizona- 
style SB2681, Religious Freedom Restoration Act, 
which states that "government shall not substantially 
burden religious exercise," thereby giving businesses 
the right to discriminate. EM's April 9 press release 
underscored the commitment to equality for all. So- 
called religious freedom laws are on the books in 18 
states and pending in Missouri and Oklahoma, while 

North Carolina is likely to take one up in May. 

* * * 


India's Aam Aadmi (literally, Common Man) Party 
(AAP) is putting Gay rights at the center of its platform 
in the country's general election to elect members to 
the Lok Sabha (House of the People), Parliament's low- 
er house. Key to AAP's Manifesto on Swaraj (rule of the 
people) to "end corruption and ensure accessible justice 
for the people" is its support of the Delhi High Court 
decision to legalize gay sex, overturned by the Supreme 
Court, as well as gender justice. Formed about a year 
and a half ago, AAP won 28 of 70 seats in 2013 in the 

Delhi Legislative Assembly. 

* * * 

All sixth, seventh and eighth graders (12- to 
14-year-olds) in Nepal will learn about sexual and gen- 
der diversity in their Health and Physical Education 
classes. A five-year effort, which began with LGBT 
rights advocate Sunil Babu Pant when he was a Mem- 
ber of Parliament, resulted in the national education 
board's including sexual orientation and gender iden- 
tity in syllabi and textbooks. Believing the root cause 
of discrimination to be ignorance and prejudice, Pant 
and his team explained again and again the issues to 
various officials. In 2007 the Supreme Court negated 
anti-LGBT laws. 


Bob McGuire/News & Letters 
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India's Modi: 'free market' authoritarian 


by Gerry Emmett 

Narendra Modi, the head of the right-wing Hindu 
fundamentalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), has 
brought a new wrinkle into politics. He manages to ap- 
pear simultaneously at his Hindu Right campaign ral- 
lies in different cities via the holographic projection of 
his image. 

This science-fiction 
style of politics mirrors 
India's social transforma- 
tion in recent decades. The 
country has become more 
urban, developed new hi- 
tech industries, and has 
a larger middle class with 
income to spend. 

The historic Congress 
Party, led by Rahul Gan- 
dhi, and the Communist 
Parties that have ruled 
states like West Bengal, 
have run into the contra- 
dictions of capitalism and 
been unable to deliver both 
capitalist growth and so- 
cial security. Modi states openly that his program will 
be to unleash "free market" reform coupled with au- 
thoritarianism in government. 

INDIA'S DEEP CONTRADICTIONS 

Modi's own history can tell us what his authority 
portends: the massacre of 2,000 Muslims in his own 
state of Gujarat in 2002, for which he, as chief minister, 
was charged with "comprehensive failure" by India's 
National Human Rights Commission and refused a 
U.S. visa. He shows no remorse for his role in this, and 
continues to attack the rights of minority groups. Modi 
in fact aims to reverse the central ideological tenets of 
Indian independence — the "free market" vs. Congress' 
mild version of socialism, and religious fundamental- 
ism vs. Gandhian universalism. 

Indian democracy faces capital's inherent con- 
tradictions, which won't be overcome by a turn to the 
Right, while at the same time being beset with other 



Bosnians develop revolutionary democracy 


A revolutionary movement in Bosnia is bringing 
new life to the ideas that meant everything to support- 
ers of the 1990s people's struggle there. Despite the ef- 
forts of bureaucrats and tyrants, the fundamental char- 
acter of multiethnic Bosnia has continued to develop. 

At its core, the current movement is directed 
against the rule of capital. It targets the mass poverty 
and government corruption that followed in the wake of 
the 1995 Dayton Accords. 

Although ending the war, these were meant to 
freeze Bosnian society along ethnic lines that had only 
been drawn through the genocide initiated by Serbia's 
ruler, Slobodan Milosevic. In contrast, when officials 
recently tried to blame Croats for burning government 
offices, Bosnian Muslims stood up and said, no, we all 
are responsible. 

DEBATING REFORM AND REVOLUTION 

What began in February with days of violent pro- 
tests against police, bureaucrats and local oligarchs has 
sustained itself in new forms of democratic organiza- 
tion, the plenums, where everyone has the right to be 
heard. Here people in each community come together 
to debate what kind of social reform — or revolution — 
would be needed to create the kind of world they'd want 
to live in. 

The topics people discuss in the plenums include 
employment, public services, corruption, education and 
culture. Committees are formed to help carry out col- 
lective decisions. 

Every day, thousands of people have been gather- 
ing in Tuzla, Mostar, Sarajevo, Travnik, Zenica, and 


Massacres continue in Central African Republic 


In an unexpected development, the General As- 
sembly of Central African Republic (CAR) elected Cath- 
erine Samba-Panza, mayor of Bangui, the capital, as 
the country's new president. She is a well-connected 
lawyer and businesswoman, who also heads a well- 
connected women's rights NGO, the Association des 
Femmes Juristes Centrafricains. 

Violence continues between supporters of for- 
mer presidents Michel Djotodia and Francois Bozize. 
French troops are present, but not heavily involved in 
peacekeeping. The French were never in CAR for hu- 
manitarian reasons, but to protect investments, some- 
thing that has become less pressing for them with the 
closure of their once-profitable Areva uranium mine. 

While the developing violence between the Seleka 
and "anti-balaka" continues, in some cases it is becom- 
ing less strictly ethnic and religion-based and more 
about local rivalries and feuds. So the Seleka, for ex- 
ample, have recruited Christians from Bangui. 


problems rooted in the pre-capitalist past. Modi's use 
of Hindu religious bigotry is an example of the deadly 
interplay between all these. The thought of a religious 
bigot controlling the nuclear arsenal aimed at neigh- 
boring Muslim Pakistan is ominous. 

Issues of caste prejudice, and the brutal exploita- 
tion of tribal peoples, remain. The areas inhabited by 

Indigenous peoples 
are among the poor- 
est in India. They have 
been repeatedly sub- 
ject to violence and the 
theft of their ancestral 
lands. The introduc- 
tion of an even more 
authoritarian form of 
capitalism only prom- 
ises them more con- 
flict. 

WOMEN'S RIGHTS 

Women are anoth- 
er group threatened 
by a Modi-led govern- 
ment. The ratio of girls 
to boys in Gujarat (918 
girls to every 1,000 
boys) is among the lowest of any Indian state. Child 
marriage, teen pregnancy, maternal mortality, domes- 
tic violence, and sexual assault remain at high levels. 
The campaign that followed the brutal gang-rape and 
murder in New Delhi two years ago generated a new 
consciousness of the problem, but as yet little change in 
the culture or human relations that lead to such crimes. 

The rate of conviction for crimes against wom- 
en is very low in Modi’s Gujarat. What is worse, as 
pointed out by Amrit Wilson, "...it is the fascistic 
violence of the Sangh Parivar [Hindu Right] that, 
more than anything, indelibly marks women’s 
lives in Gujarat. During the 2002 pogrom against 
Muslims, women and children were specifically 
targeted" ( The Guardian , April 4, 2014). This has 
been repeated by fundamentalist Hindu groups 
in other states as well. 

Modi's proposed "free market" reforms remain 


other towns. Each can speak for an allotted time. Me- 
diators are there only to facilitate discussion. At each 
meeting, a list of concrete suggestions is taken and 
voted on. Everyone votes. 

A number of local officials have been forced to re- 
sign. New democratic governing structures are being 
discussed and developed within the shell of the old. The 
spirit of Arab Spring and Occupy movements lives. 
ILLUMINATING A NEW WORLD 

Now, why is this small nation so important? Be- 
cause the Bosnian people are walking over the official 
portrait the world has commissioned of itself for the 
last 20 years. To wit: Assad's genocide in Syria, so obvi- 
ously inspired by Milosevic's genocide in Bosnia; Putin, 
invader of Ukraine, so obviously the heir of Milosevic; 
and the whole "you are with us or with the terrorists" 
rhetoric of Bush, whose wars-of-civilizations survive as 
President Obama's drone strikes and skewed interna- 
tional priorities. 

This is a moment when clearer lines are being 
drawn between a possible future of freedom, and those 
of us who are fighting for it, against others with their 
eyes, minds and hearts dead set on recreating past op- 
pressions and horrors. In this historic conflict, Bosnia 
today shines like a flash of lightning illuminating the 
future in the present. 

No matter that there is a "history" written by the 
victors, whose paper takes whatever is written on it. 
There is another history, entirely, that is written by hu- 
manity struggling for freedom. The Bosnian people are 
creating one of its most moving chapters. 


Nevertheless, brutal killings and rapes continue, 
sometimes directed at those who cross newly-drawn 
religious lines. A Christian woman married to a Mus- 
lim man was killed by fellow Christians in Boda, for 
example, site of a massacre of Christians by the Muslim 
Seleka. Now thousands of Muslims are surrounded and 
fearful of further reprisals. 

Six hundred thousand remain displaced inside 
CAR. Camps that are unequipped now will soon be ren- 
dered unlivable by the rainy season. Aid agencies have 
provided little beyond some basic health and sanita- 
tion services. The answer won't be provided by Western 
charity, in any case. It can only come from the people. 

Yaya, the Muslim man whose Christian mother 
was killed and his wife threatened, said: "To get the 
revenge, because I'm very angry, it's not good. It'll be- 
come a cycle, and go on and on." This isn't a voice of 
weakness; it's the voice of a new world, and the African 
humanism that will help bring it to birth. 


vaguer than the authoritarianism of his actual record. 
What can be said with confidence is that he won't scru- 
ple to use the kind of force against workers that he has 
shown himself willing to use against Muslims. This has 
included even the frame-up extrajudicial killing of "ter- 
rorists." The extension of that label to struggling work- 
ers is utterly predictable. 

BAD NEWS FOR THE WORKING CLASS 

Labor struggles have grown along with the de- 
velopment of Indian capitalism. Over 4,000 Toyota 
assembly workers are currently locked out in Bidadi, 
near Bangalore; 26,000 public transport workers are on 
strike in Maharashtra; and nearly 4,000 Nokia assem- 
bly workers, mainly women, went on hunger strike over 
the threat of job losses in Tamil Nadu — exactly the kind 
of job losses free market ideologues see as necessary to 
rationalize the labor market. 

A Modi victory bodes ill for all India's poor and 
oppressed. Yet it may happen. Modi has used the very 
unsustainable rate of economic growth seen in recent 
decades as a mirage to court voters, a trick Reagan 
mastered decades ago. It may gain his Right-wing coali- 
tion enough parliamentary seats to place him in office. 

Promise and delivery are two different things, how- 
ever. What Modi would deliver would be another variant 
of the authoritarian capitalism seen in various forms in 
Reaganite America, Putin's Russia, and China. 

Bolivia's two worlds 

continued from p. 1 

• The conflict over the Isiboro Secure National 
Park and Indigenous Territory (TIPNIS), the lowland 
Amazonian region that the government is intent on 
developing despite the resistance of many Indigenous 
groups, continues. Vice President Garcia Linera put 
forth a developmentalist strategy for the region — part 
of his concept of Amazonian-Andean capitalism — un- 
der the wing of the government, as the ground for any 
possible far-off-future development of socialism. In 
the meantime, the desires of Indigenous groups in the 
TIPNIS are dismissed as linked to neoliberal capital- 
ism, and a government attempt to create rival Indig- 
enous groups in the region is underway. 

• In urban areas, the government's attempt to dra- 
matically increase gas prices through a high-handed 
arbitrary decree was met with massive opposition from 
El Alto's Indigenous population and had to be rescind- 
ed. As with TIPNIS, this fight revealed starkly differ- 
ent views of how Bolivia's future would be determined. 
MINERS LEFT TO TWIST IN THE WIND 

The mines were nationalized as a result of the 1952 
Revolution, and the huge state corporation COMIBOL 
was created, with the militant, revolutionary mine 
workers' union, the Union Federation of Bolivian Mine 
Workers, having a crucial voice. 

However, in the 1980s under neoliberal rule, the 
mining industry and the miners and their powerful 
union were dealt devastating blows. In the last decades 
of the 20th century, the demand for minerals dropped 
and the mines were reprivatized. Many miners lost 
their jobs. Some moved to the city, particularly El Alto, 
and became militants in the struggle. Others sought to 
keep mining by forming small cooperatives, non-union, 
to extract ore and sell it privately. 

With the election of the Morales government, some 
mines have been renationalized and become state-run 
with the presence of the mine workers' union, others re- 
main private. Miners are now sharply divided between 
unionized workers in the state mines and cooperatives 
of non-union miners. 

TWO KINDS OF PROGRESS 

Nevertheless, the question is not simply one of 
state vs. private mines, of union vs. non-union miners, 
though this is part of the question. The state — that is, 
the MAS government — is interested in developing the 
state mines as well as the private mines, but with state 
supervision. The new mining law was designed to give 
precedence to the state mines and prevent cooperatives 
from selling to private concerns. It sought to bar co- 
operatives from seeking private investment, restricting 
them to contracts with the Bolivian state. 

The cooperative miners felt deeply threatened and 
launched their protest. Their massive demonstrations 
have made the government halt the imposition of the 
new law and rewrite it to allow private contracts for the 
cooperatives. 

However, the rewritten law would give the govern- 
ment more power to be extractivist and developmen- 
talist. It would allow mining operators to expand their 
exploitation of water resources to include not only the 
immediate mining area, but adjacent lands as well. 

Indigenous groups, campesinos and environmen- 
talists deeply question this kind of "progress," which 
despoils the land. The focus of the government is not 
about miners, union or non-union, but about state con- 
trol and development of resources. But where are the 
voices of the Bolivian social movements, as well as all 
the Bolivian miners? The two worlds of Bolivia continue 
in high tension. — Eugene Walker 






WORKSHOPTALKS 


VA care is for data 


Low-wage workers strike, 
reach for a new way of life 


by Htun Lin 


The media has been abuzz with news of the Vet- 
erans Administration (VA) scandal over concealing 
lengthy delays in providing access to healthcare. VA 
bureaucrats admitted that they cooked the books to 
hide that many patients had to wait years to be seen by 
a doctor. Some of these patients died before they were 
ever seen. Some VA workers confessed that the fake 
data was what their higher-ups wanted to see. 

There was much pompous indignation displayed by 
Congress, which ultimately succeeded in forcing Gener- 
al Shinseki, the VA’s top man, to resign. Congress, how- 
ever, doesn’t want to confront problems in the system 
which surfaced in the VA scandal. Congress is part of 
the problem. The right wing promoted axing VA spend- 
ing, just as they voted against extended unemployment 
benefits, in the name of cutting the federal budget. 

Healthcare reform took cost-control ideol- 
ogy to a whole new level. The Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) has been transformed into its opposite by 
the HMO industry which sacrifices the lives of 
patients and workers alike for the sake of fidu- 
ciary health. 

Where I work, at the nation’s largest HMO, we 
healthcare workers are not shocked to see what has 
happened at the VA. We too have seen our own corpo- 
rate bureaucrats provide data which their higher-ups 
want to see. Endless cadres of corporate overseers, 
monitors and marketing consultants have been hired to 

continued on p. 3 
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In the 
Ukrainian cauldron 


The Ukrainian cauldron is white hot and threaten- 
ing to boil over: 

With his June inauguration, the newest Ukrainian 
oligarch head of state, billionaire candy maker Presi- 
dent Petro Poroshenko, proclaimed the territorial in- 
tegrity of Ukraine, including Russian military-occupied 
Crimea, sending Ukrainian security forces to the east- 
ern region to battle separatists. 

This was followed days later by reports of Rus- 
sia’s introduction of tanks, multiple rocket launchers 
and other military equipment to fighters in eastern 
Ukraine. There are indications that many fighters have 
migrated into the east across the porous Russian bor- 
der. This followed Russia’s late February military oc- 
cupation of Crimea after Ukrainian President Viktor F. 
Yanukovych was ousted through mass demonstrations. 
U.S. AND EUROPE VIE FOR UKRAINE 

Both the U.S. and Europe have worked hard to pull 
Ukraine into the West’s orbit with promises of financial 
assistance and with economic sanctions against Russia 
after its occupation of Crimea. 

In eastern Ukraine the wildcard of armed militias 
and separatists, particularly in Donetsk and Luhansk, 
Russian-speaking provinces of southeast Ukraine, is 
being played out. Most recently, separatists shot down 
a Ukrainian military plane killing 49 people on board. 

These facts on the ground threaten to spin further 
out of control, increasing the danger of a full regional 
war in the eastern region, the possibility of dismem- 
berment of Ukraine, and an intensification of U.S.- 
Europe vs. Russia saber-rattling. However, these are 
only the latest moments of the “pseudo-concrete” — the 
false alternatives that have arisen, seeking to usurp 
the movement of self-determination that was manifest 

continued on p. 8 
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by Franklin Dmitryev 

The recent wave of strikes at Walmart and fast 
food restaurants signals the discontent brewing among 
the growing number of low- wage U.S. workers. They 
give notice that the far-reaching restructuring of jobs 
that was accelerated by the Great Recession also has a 
subjective side of revolt. 

A week of strikes and demonstrations at Walmarts 
across the country peaked with events in 20 cities on 
June 4 alone. Chants of “Respect! Now!” joined the 
official demands of “$25,000 per year and enough hours 
to support our families” 
and an end to retaliation 
against workers who 
strike or speak up. 

WOMEN WORKERS 
IN THE LEAD 

Striking women 
were at the fore in several 
of the cities, countering 
Walmart’s publicity 

campaign that touts 
“Walmart moms” who 
“save money, live better,” 
in an attempt to disguise 
the giant multinational 
corporation’s rapacious 
exploitation and vicious 
repression of workers. 

Jasmine Dixon, one 
of the 800,000 women employed by Walmart, led the 
rally in Commerce City, Colo. Using a wheelchair due 
to complications of her pregnancy, she explained that 
the company refused her request for light duty, still 
demanded heavy lifting and threatened to fire her. 

The stories pregnant workers have told of their 
mistreatment forced Walmart to modify its policy this 
year, but that has made little difference in practice. 
More telling is the fact that they later fired Tiffany 
Beroid after she spoke up about how she was treated 
during her pregnancy. 

The latest strikes follow nationally coordinated 
strikes on Black Friday the last two years, plus 
numerous strikes and actions at Walmart stores and 
warehouses since 2011. The fact that many were led 
by women reinforces the message of a study released 
in June by Demos, a liberal think tank, showing that 
women retail workers earn an average of $4 less per 
hour than male counterparts. 

Compounding this is the fact that nearly one-third 
of women working part-time want to work full-time. 
Walmart, like many other companies, deliberately 
keeps many workers part-time to avoid paying full-time 
benefits, and additionally assigns many of them fewer 
hours than they want. Another trend is computerized 
“just in time” scheduling that calls in workers for 
shifts at the last minute, making it impossible to plan 
childcare and other life necessities. In the past year 


Walmart put in place a program to allow workers to 
work more hours, although the company pretends that 
it was not in response to protests. 

It is no accident that this latest and most 
successful wave of worker actions at Walmart took 
off in the revolutionary period opened up by Arab 
Spring. That opening coincided with a labor strike 
by Georgia prisoners and followed by a few years 
the upsurge in activity by undocumented workers. 
Soon came Wisconsin’s 2011 labor uprising, 
with its explicit two-way road to the Egyptian 

Revolution, 
followed by the 
Occupy movement 
challenging the 
economic and 

political dominance 
of “the 1%.” 

Not long after 
that — among many 
labor struggles, 

especially by low- 
wage workers, who 
are disproportionately 
women, people of color, 
and undocumented 
immigrants — came 
the outpouring of fast 
food workers, first 
in New York, then 
nationally in August 
and December 2013. In May 2014 over 1,000 protested 
at McDonald’s headquarters in the Chicago suburbs, 
following up a day of strikes and protests that hit 150 
U.S. cities as well as fast food joints in over 30 countries. 
In the face of fast food’s preference to pay workers 
poverty wages, the main demands were a $ 15/hour 
wage and the right to form a union without retaliation. 
CONTRADICTIONS WITHIN THE MOVEMENT 

Those demands were not decided on by the workers 
but by public relations consultants working for the 
Service Employees International Union (SEIU), which 
started and funded the Fight for 15 campaign. How that 
campaign is run shows that the contradictions workers 
face come from within the “labor movement,” as well as 
from the companies they are fighting. 

Rank-and-file workers’ unrest is real, and the 
SEIU seeks to harness it at the same time they mobilize 
workers. The union tries to present the appearance of a 
worker-led movement, but insider reports reveal a top- 
down campaign where the real decisions are made by 
SEIU leaders. 1 

It is not even clear that the SEIU is trying to unionize 

1. See “Fast Food Workers Betrayed by So-Called ‘Leaders,’” 
p. 3; and “Fast Food Workers Strike: What Is and What Isn’t 
the Fight for Fifteen Campaign?” by Adam Weaver, http:// 
machete408.wordpress.com/2013/08/29/fast-food-workers- 
strike-what-is-and-what-isnt-the-fight-for-fifteen-campaign/. 

continued on p. 10 



Fast food workers marching for a living wage and better working conditions in 
Milwaukee, Wise., on May 15. 


New imperialism founders on Iraq 


by Gerry Emmett 

The quick collapse of the Iraqi army and security 
forces in the wake of attacks attributed to the Islamic 
State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) seemed to leave most 
onlookers stunned. As long as the brutal nihilism of 
ISIS remained a problem for Syria’s revolution and a 
military and propaganda asset to the Assad regime, the 
powers that be saw little point bothering with it. 

That attitude suddenly changed on June 12, when 
a lightning offensive saw Iraq’s second largest city, 
Mosul, fall to the insurgents. The pattern extended 
itself to Tikrit, farther south, then Samarra, and the 
battle spread to the oil refining center of Baiji — though 
government spokespeople said the refinery remained in 
their control. As of this writing, the insurgency has ex- 
tended to within an hour’s drive of Baghdad. 

Most of this was first attributed to ISIS. The ques- 
tion was asked, then: Why and how could a well-armed 
force of 20,000 Iraqi troops, armed and trained by the 
U.S., dissolve in the face of 800 terrorists? 

At the same time, Kurdish peshmerga fighters took 
over security in Kirkuk — a city historically considered 


their capital, disputed by Iraq’s central governments. 
Forces close to Shi’a Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki 
have been promoting a narrow, sectarian call to raise 
Shi’a militias. All these tensions in Iraqi society have 
been building for decades. 

INFINITE DEGRADATION OF ISIS’ 

ISIS may be most important as a measure of what 
Marx called “the infinite degradation in which human- 
ity exists for itself.” Its extreme brutality, its nihilism, 
reflects the murderous attacks that Iraqi society has 
been subjected to for decades. This includes Saddam 
Hussein’s genocidal tyranny, the brutal Iran-Iraq war 
which killed over a million people, the cynicism with 
which the U.S. left the Iraqis to be slaughtered when 
they rose against Hussein’s rule after the first Gulf War 
in 1991 — and the brutal and stupid U.S. occupation of 
Iraq after Bush’s invasion in 2003. 

Those who pointed out that the U.S. rulers would 
not, could not, wage a war of liberation in Iraq were 
proven correct. From leaving Saddam Hussein’s an- 
ti-labor laws in effect, to making alliances based on 

continued on p. 12 
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Isla Vista murders fueled by misogyny 


by Terry Moon 

On May 23, 22-year-old Elliot Rodger murdered six 
people and injured seven more in Isla Vista, Calif., in a 
rampage fueled by hatred of women — a hatred so deep 
that he wanted to confine all women in concentration 
camps and starve them to death while he would “over- 
see the entire concentration camp and gleefully watch 
them all die.” He made it so clear that he was murder- 
ing people because he hated them and hated women 
most of all, that when women started talking of the fear 
that we live with every day there suddenly appeared 
the hashtag, #NotAllMen. Perhaps this was meant 
to say that not all men hate women and want to kill 
them — but it also meant that 
women, here read “feminists,” 
blame all men for what only a 
few “deranged” men do. 

What followed was a new hashtag, “#YesAllWom- 
en.” It doesn’t mean all women are raped. It means we 
are all in danger of being raped; we are all in danger 
of street violence perpetuated by NotAllMen; it means 
that violent men, but NotAllMen, have restricted 
AllWomen’sLives. And it means that NotAllMen have 
not made it a priority to stop those supposedly few who 
do rape, batter, demean, harass, and kill women. Those 
few men, those exceptions, who rape a woman in the 
U.S. every three minutes, and who beat women so fre- 
quently that battering is the major cause of women’s 
injuries exceeding rapes, muggings and auto accidents 
combined. 

THE MONTREAL MASSACRE 

Twenty-five years ago, on Dec. 6, 1989, a similar 
rampage took place in Canada. This is part of what we 
wrote at the time in the December 1989 issue of News 
& Letters’. 

“ The first reports of 14 women murdered at the Uni- 
versity of Montreal in Canada have just reached us as we 
go to press. They were gunned down in their engineering 
classroom by a man who yelled, ‘ You’re all a bunch of 
fucking feminists!’ The picture in the newspaper shows a 
young woman, shot in the head, lying in blood. 

“Why? Not because she was a feminist. Her mur- 
derer didn’t know what she believed. Was he trying to 
kill the idea of feminism — the idea that women are full 
human beings, that women have the right to go to college 
and to be engineers? 

“These horrible murders force us to face the reality 
of what it means to be a woman in this society. It is dev- 
astating. It is to be despised, it is to be reduced by anti- 
abortion fanatics to a ‘ walking womb,’ it is to be raped, 
and it is to be murdered if you dare — if you dare — to try 
and change what it means....” 

Less than a week after the murders in Isla Vista, 
on May 28 in rural Katra village in Uttar Pradesh state 
in India, villagers found two girls, 12 and 14, who had 
been gang-raped, strangled and then hung by their 



by Artemis 

Nine women in the U.S. tech industry, including 
software engineers, designers, and product managers, 
have signed an open letter, http://aboutfeminism.me/, 
to all employees within the industry condemning the 
constant micro aggressions or “death by a thousand 
cuts” they experience, such as sexual harassment, con- 
descension, and harassing emails. It was written after 
a company’s CEO was caught by a security camera vio- 
lently attacking his ex-girlfriend and another woman 
had resigned from a different company due to sexual 
harassment. The letter calls for men to listen to women 
about how to combat sexism and for stronger promotion 

of gender and racial diversity. 

* * * 

In April, feminists and pro-choice groups in El Sal- 
vador held a street demonstration and launched a cam- 
paign to Congress demanding they officially pardon 17 
women who have been convicted of aggravated homi- 
cide after being treated for miscarriages at public hos- 
pitals. Abortion is completely illegal in El Salvador as 
well as Nicaragua, Honduras, the Dominican Republic, 
and Chile, and at least 129 women have been incarcer- 
ated in El Salvador after having miscarriages. 

* * * 

The Brazilian feminist think tank and blog, “Think 
Olga,” has started a new project, Chega de Fui Fui 
(Stop the Catcalls), in which women can add points on 
a virtual map to show where they experienced sexual 
harassment or violence. Categories are also available 
to show where someone experienced racism, homopho- 
bia or transphobia. The group says its purpose is “not 
to identify even more public and private spaces that 
victims should not frequent” but to “understand the 
motivation that makes things this way... With these 
facts... we can also pressure governmental institutions 
to look more attentively at violence against women.” 
This group joins HarassMap in Egypt and Hollaback in 
the U.S., Buenos Aires, and Turkey in using this tool. 


scarves from a tree. Since then, two other women in 
India have been found in the same condition. 

Why hang a woman you’ve raped and murdered 
from a tree? Reminiscent of lynching in the U.S., was 
it done for the same reason? To show off? To intimi- 
date all women? To let the world know how proud the 
murderers are for what they’ve done? To reveal their 
contempt for those they’ve murdered in such a cowardly 
and brutal way? They are trying to turn the bodies of 
girls and women into their trophies, another notch on 
their guns, a head on their wall. 

MUST BE TOTAL FROM THE START 

When you are despised for who you are — and 
women are not the only ones on 
a list that includes any differ- 
ently sexed person, immigrants 
and all minorities but especially 
Blacks, people with disabilities, and that’s only in the 
U.S. — then a revolution has to be more than an eco- 
nomic change, it even has to be more than “from each 
according to his or her ability, to each according to his 
or her need.” Revolution has to be so deep and total that 
all human relationships are transformed. To do so, it 
must be total from the start , and revolutionaries must 
make clear what they are for from the start: a new soci- 
ety based on totally new, human relationships. 

In response to all those who would say that we’ll 
get to women’s liberation after the revolution, Raya 
Dunayevskaya, the founder of Marxist-Humanism, re- 
sponded: “Social revolution does come first, provided it 
is not — indeed revolution cannot be — without Women’s 
Liberation or behind women’s backs, or by using them 
only as helpmates.... It is precisely because Women’s 
Liberationists are both revolutionary force and Reason 
that they are crucial. If we are to achieve success in the 
new revolutions, we have to see that the uprooting of 
the old is total from the start.” 

These murders, from campuses in the U.S. and 
Canada to the fields in rural India, reveal what women 
worldwide — #YesALLWomen — are facing: violence, in- 
timidation, rape and fear of rape, abuse and dehuman- 
ization, and revolutions that never get around to free- 
ing us or anyone else for that matter. It is precisely that 
depth of dehumanization and the violence that accom- 
panies it that make clear the necessity for the totality 
of revolution that Marxist-Humanism calls for. 


‘Bring back our girls!’ 



Chicago — Joining actions across the U.S. over Moth- 
er’s Day weekend, several hundred people here rallied 
on May 10 in support of the over 200 Nigerian girls kid- 
napped by terrorist group Boko Haram on April 15. At 
the rally, which was overwhelmingly African-American 
and Nigerian, we called for the return of the girls and 
for the Nigerian government to do more for their safe 
return. 

Speakers included Nigerian activists Kemi Olu- 
muyiwa and Adeyinka Dada, rally organizer Lande 
Sanusi, Representatives Danny Davis and Bobby Rush 
and the Reverend Jesse Jackson. Many there were 
clad in red, the “Bring Back Our Girls” campaign color. 
Signs spoke to Nigerian President Jonathan, urged to 
do much more to rescue the kidnapped girls. One read: 
“President Goodluck Jonathan, Stop Boko Haram, Pro- 
tect Your Citizens!” “Bring Back Our Girls” was the 
simple caption to many other signs, while others power- 
fully contained the names of some of the captive girls. 

Speaker Lande Sanusi said, “They’re still out there 
somewhere... We don’t know where... The only thing 
that we know is their families miss them, we miss them 
and we want them to come back home.” And speaker 
Adeyinka Dada said, “We Nigerians in the diaspora, we 
have to liberate our people back home.” 

After the rally we marched in the Loop to Michi- 
gan Ave., chanting the names of the kidnapped girls 
and “Bring back our girls.” As we gathered once again 
for the closing rally at Daley Plaza, drivers passing by 
honked their horns in support. 

Among its objections to democracy, Boko Haram 
opposes the education of girls. Amnesty International 
states that they have killed about 1,500 Nigerians this 
past year. 

To participate in the “Bring Back Our Girls” cam- 
paign, their Facebook page or go to website http://bring- 
backourgirls.us. — Elise Barclay 


Childcare NOW! 



New York — Women and men demonstrated June 1 
at the Left Forum demanding childcare. Despite be- 
ing a forum for progressives, the Left Forum has never 
offered childcare. 

‘Generation Roe’ 

Generation Roe: Inside the Future of the Pro-Choice 
Movement by Sarah Erdreich 

This book is an excellent overview of the legal and 
social threats to abortion rights today and how femi- 
nist activists, especially the younger generations, are 
fighting back. It is also a good introduction for those 
who don’t know how abortion became illegal and the 
extreme harm that did to women. Erdreich tells how 
feminist activists made it legal through the U.S. Su- 
preme Court case of Roe v. Wade. Since that time, anti- 
abortionists have used legislation to chop away at that 
right with the ultimate goal of overturning Roe and re- 
productive rights in general. 

Erdreich explains how each piece of legislation, 
while posing as protection for women’s health, harms 
the most vulnerable women — the poor, teenagers, or 
women of color — and could potentially cause even more 
harm to society in general. 

NEW GENERATION AWAKENS TO THE FIGHT 

The author interviews clinic workers and activ- 
ists about the violence and harassment they face from 
anti-abortionists and the ostracism they receive from 
friends and family. She describes how it is becoming 
increasingly difficult for medical students to receive 
abortion training or even how to treat a miscarriage or 
learn accurate information about forms of contracep- 
tion. She also shows how the lack of positive treatment 
of abortion in the movies and TV contributes to cultural 
disapproval of this common procedure. 

Most importantly, Erdreich focuses on how those 
who have come of age thinking the issue of their repro- 
ductive freedom was long settled are being awakened 
by the violence and misogyny of right-wing attacks. 
She shows the new pro-choice activists’ great creativ- 
ity, especially with social media and the internet, creat- 
ing websites like “I’m Not Sorry,” “I am Doctor Tiller,” 
and “The Abortioneers” to share personal stories about 
abortions and about providing reproductive health ser- 
vices. These stories, she explains, are the most impor- 
tant factor in changing the minds of people who have 
only heard anti-abortion propaganda and making them 
curious about the facts. 

Medical Students for Choice formed to increase the 
number of abortion providers and correct the misinfor- 
mation and lack of training in medical schools. When 
the members of Voices for Choice call up anti-abortion 
protesters to politely request that they stop harass- 
ment, 80% comply, realizing their actions now have con- 
sequences. Erdreich also shares ideas her interviewees 
would like to see more widely implemented such as 
individual women asking their ob/gyns if they perform 
abortions and shaming them if they don’t. 

Erdreich explains that this grassroots activism is 
a departure from large pro-choice organizations, which 
don’t allow employees creativity for fear of alienating 
donors. She states these organizations have also squan- 
dered resources by a strict focus of preserving Roe. 
CRITIQUE OF RELIGIOUS RIGHT IS MISSING 

She touches on how the pro-choice movement is 
now taking more of an intersectional approach with the 
formation of SisterSong Women of Color Reproductive 
Justice Collective. Male activists are also becoming in- 
volved with an understanding that women’s reproduc- 
tive freedom “is a reflection of egalitarianism and free- 
dom in general.” Having infiltrated an anti-abortion 
“March for Life” and a so-called “crisis pregnancy cen- 
ter” (in reality an anti-abortion phony clinic), Erdreich 
contrasts these to the anti-abortion mindset of leaving 
reproductive decisions up to their male leaders, who 
willfully have no understanding of medical reality or of 
women’s individual situations. 

Unfortunately, she does not use the term “religious 
right” and does not seem to understand that this is a 
highly organized movement with a theocratic agenda. 

In spite of this major drawback in understanding 
the opposition, Generation Roe is rightfully popular 
with activists as a source of ideas and of inspiring hope- 
fulness in the ability of people to become activists and 
to make positive changes. — Adele 
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Fast food workers betrayed by so-called ‘leaders’ 


New York — Last year, when thousands of fast food 
workers walked off their jobs defying their corporate 
bosses and marched and rallied for a $15 minimum 
wage and the right to organize a union, many people 
who have spent their lives fighting for justice in the 
workplace were excited. The strikers brought a new 
spirit of joyful determination, an 
attitude that if they wanted to 
strike, they would strike. Their 
youthful energy was seen as a 
boon to a labor movement that 
needed both. 

THE AMAZING VANISHING 
MOVEMENT 

However, this year, although 
the various organizing campaigns 
claimed to have had strikes in 150 
cities around the world, all I can 
say from the New York City per- 
spective is that the movement of 
last year has vanished like it nev- 
er existed. On the April 15 inter- 
national day of action, there were 
no fast food joints shut down by 
workers, no marches from borough 
to borough, and no rallies at Union 
Square. Instead, what we got was a token strike at two 
fast food places in mid-town Manhattan, close to major 
media outlets. What happened? 

The truth is that the movement in New York City 
last year was designed to put Mayor Bloomberg in a bad 
light as far as justice demands go. The call for $15 an 
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keep track of computer data generated by healthcare 
workers, poring and obsessing over it daily. Data pro- 
duction takes priority over concrete patient care itself 
in the new healthcare assembly line. 

Corporate has concluded from the data that 
there are too many nurses, whom our HMO plans 
to cut. Patient wait times are longer than ever. 
Management scapegoats nurses by imposing un- 
realistic deadlines which nurses can’t meet due 
to chronic short staffing. Nurses face perpetual 
speed-up. The threat of disciplinary action moti- 
vates them to cook the data. 

Management also saw fit to reduce mental health- 
care staff and resources at a time when patients had 
to wait months for access. Clinic receptionists have 
witnessed patients canceling themselves on the day of 
their procedures, once they are hit with co-pays and de- 
ductibles as high as several thousand dollars. 

Management has transformed the concept of ac- 
countability to apply to abstract financial objectives 
rather than to the concrete labor of providing health- 
care. Many of us healthcare service workers know how 
a Labor-Management Partnership (LMP) between 
SEIU and Kaiser HMO has been instrumental in get- 
ting the union on board to be accountable for company 
financial objectives. 

The LMP is in full marketing mode to compete for 
new AC A enrollments. At the same time, unions have 
collaborated with management in cooking up a new at- 
tendance policy to help cut staffing by hounding work- 
ers out of their jobs. 

The California Nurses Association (CNA) has 
a solid record of refusing to participate in the 
LMP. Nurses have been at the front lines of the 
fight against attacks on healthcare access. They 
protested at the grand opening of a new state- 
of-the-art facility even as the HMO cut staff and 
increasingly shifted the costs of care to patients 
themselves, while preaching “making affordabil- 
ity a priority.” 

But lately nurses who have been active in the 
struggle, like rank-and-file SEIU workers, have been 
expressing increasing frustration with their own union 
bureaucracy. One nurse said, “Officially, CNA is not 
part of the LMP. But they are starting to act like they 
are. Maybe they’re feeling the pressure to conform. 
CNA reps now often don’t return our calls, taking us for 
granted just like SEIU reps.” 

Another nurse said, “Let’s not forget, CNA’s new- 
est advisor is Sal Rosselli, a former SEIU official 
who helped bring in the LMP.” Rosselli is now head 
of NUHW (National Union of Health Workers), which 
challenged SEIU, the company union, but lost in a rep- 
resentation election. 

In this debate about various union bureaucracies, 
it really doesn’t matter anymore which union is better 
than another. What’s happened at the VA is nothing 
new. In this kind of ideological climate, when money 
is more important than human lives, you can’t expect 
any bureaucracy, ANY, to be pure. They all eventually 
surrender to the dominant ideology. We can no longer 
rely on support from them. The only support we have 
left is each other. 


hour was used as a mobilizing tactic, as was the call for 
the right to organize unions. 

The actual fast food workers, who struck and 
marched and fought, all thought they were fight- 
ing for a living wage and the right to organize a 
union. That is why they took the risk of walking 
off the job. 

But the profes- 
sional labor bureau- 
crats, their allies in 
groups like Make 
the Road Straight 
and NY Communi- 
ties for Change (an 
ACORN offshoot) 
and the Democrat- 
ic politicians just 
wanted to embar- 
rass Bloomberg and 
any Republican who 
would try to take 
his place by “expos- 
ing” them as heart- 
less monsters. 

It was all about 
politics. The union 
bureaucracy want- 
ed to impress the political bureaucracy with the control 
it had of the workers. This year workers’ supporters 
were not sent any e-mails about events. Communities 
for Change vanished from the political radar screen. 
At a pre-strike rally in August, one observer noted, the 
workers were told what to say and how to vote by the 
union bureaucrats. The whole thing was a top-down 
operation organized by union bureaucrats who do not 
care about the interests of the workers they claim to 
represent. This year the same union bureaucrats and 

Which side is UAW on? 

Detroit — The United Auto Workers (UAW) union 
elected Dennis Williams, former UAW secretary- 
treasurer, as president for a four-year term during the 
union’s Constitutional Convention held in Detroit on 
June 4-5. Following his election, Williams pledged to 
eliminate the existing two-tier wage system that pays 
new hires $15.78 an hour compared to $28 an hour for 
older workers doing the same job, 

Williams pledged to seek wage increases for 
older workers who haven’t had a raise for nine 
years, although they recently did get year-end 
profit-sharing bonuses. He also declared that 
there would be no more of the concessions that 
have plagued the union members for decades. 

Cindy Estrada was re-elected Vice President, the 
first woman to hold that position, She will head the 
GM division, which means that she will be facing GM’s 
CEO Mary Barra in contract negotiations next year. 
The new head of the Chrysler department is Norwood 
Jewell; while three-term Vice President Jimmy Settles 
remains head of the Ford department. 

The union now has about 400,000 members, com- 
pared with 1.5 million in 1979. While the UAW has had 
a modest increase of 22,000 members in the past four 
years, the new members have not been in auto but in 
casinos, education and healthcare. 

Where there have been increases in auto, they have 
resulted from the union strategy of gaining vows of 
neutrality from employers during unionization drives. 
Even that did not always help: Volkswagen supported 
the union drive at the VW plant in Chattanooga, Tenn., 
but the UAW failed to win the representation vote. Wil- 
liams noted that the Volkswagen battle was not over, 
but the union can’t try anything there for another year 
under the terms of the failed attempt. 

In his farewell speech, former UAW President Bob 
King stated that the union had to continue the efforts 
he had expended to develop global alliances with unions 
in Europe, Latin America and Asia, and urged support 
for a dues increase, which the delegates approved. 

Williams, in affirming that he would be con- 
tinuing King’s policies and practices, shows that 
he is a product of the bureaucratization of the 
union movement as it evolved from a fighting 
arm of the workers to a cooperating agent of the 
corporations they had once fought. This seems to 
be indicated in Williams’ statement that he did 
not “like confrontations.” 

If Williams follows in King’s footsteps, it will mark 
another four years of cooperating with management to 
keep rebellious workers under control and maintaining 
the exploitative and dehumanizing conditions on the 
production line. — Andy Phillips 
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politicians decided not to mobilize the fast food workers 
in New York City. 

LIKE A NO-STRIKE PLEDGE 

Why? Well, we have a new mayor in office. He is a 
“progressive.” He has to be “given time” to fix the gross 
economic inequalities in New York City. Everybody has 
to be patient. Walkouts, strikes, marches and rallies 
do not fit into the picture. So this year they had to be 
scrapped. 

What about the workers? One day maybe their pay 
will go up and maybe they can join a union, the same 
type of union that betrayed them before. That is small 
consolation for the sense of betrayal that many in the 
fast food industry must feel as they return to a lifetime 
of working in some of the most horrific and arduous 
workplaces in America. — Michael Gilbert 

Detroit retirees fight 
for public workers 

Detroit — Intense pressure builds as 38,000 retired 
Detroit City workers and other creditors approach a 
July 11 voting deadline on the fate of their pensions 
and healthcare benefits under the Plan of Adjustment 
of the unelected Detroit Emergency Manager Kevyn 
Orr to settle the city’s Chapter 9 bankruptcy filing. 

The outcome of the nation’s largest munici- 
pal bankruptcy will set precedents that jeopar- 
dize the retirement benefits of every public em- 
ployee in the U.S., both those already retired and 
current and future workers. 

While all parties admit that pension benefits 
are protected under the State Constitution of Michi- 
gan, city and state leaders claim federal bankruptcy 
laws trump the Constitution. Orr has forged a non- 
guaranteed “Grand Bargain,” with $816 million in out- 
side funding from corporate foundations, the state, and 
the city-owned Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA). 

The “Bargain” would supposedly prevent the 
sale of art, provide extra money to offset pension 
cuts, and transfer the DIA out of city ownership. 
The funding will be withdrawn if any class of 
creditors rejects the Plan of Adjustment. But ac- 
ceptance (“yes”) waives all retirees’ rights to pur- 
sue legal recourse — forever. 

City and state leaders, including the Detroit Re- 
tired City Employees Association, the elected Pension 
Board and the appointed negotiating committee (con- 
sisting of well-paid actuaries and lawyers), plus the 
mainstream media warn of drastic financial costs to 
retirees if they vote “no” (as one class of creditors) to 
the Plan of Adjustment, but mention the loss of legal 
remedy only when pressed. Retirees are suspicious of 
the pressure, because the blizzard of figures thrown 
at us not only change inexplicably but are estimates 
at best and erroneous at worst, like the 3,200 ballots 
which were withdrawn and re-issued in June. 

In so-called “informational” sessions, retirees in 
their 60s, 70s and 80s (many of whose jobs did not re- 
quire literacy, let alone a high school education) were 
treated to the complexities of the plan by these fast 
talkers who couldn’t even read the confusing charts and 
graphs on their own slides. 

The number of angry retirees and support- 
ers urging a “no” vote is growing. “No? Hell no! 
I earned my pension and it was promised to me. 
Promises were broken: not just pension benefits, 
but healthcare!” “Nowhere in the plan does it say 
they can’t come back and take more!” “My daugh- 
ter is a New York City public school teacher; she 
and her colleagues are watching us very closely.” 

Interestingly, AFSCME Council 25, the largest 
union among city workers, just recommended a “yes” 
vote. Massive privatizing of city assets is a major com- 
ponent of the Plan of Adjustment, with a likely huge 
loss of AFSCME’s already dwindling membership. 
However, AFSCME is not releasing details of its nego- 
tiations with the Emergency Manager until June 30, 
almost too late for retirees to mail ballots to the Califor- 
nia firm the city chose to tabulate the results. 

Up to now AFSCME has been almost invisible. 
Why didn’t the union and other city unions fight to 
support their current members? The bankruptcy plan 
divides older (Medicare-eligible) retirees from younger 
ones, and all of us from the active employees, who were 
thrown a measly $125 a month stipend in exchange 
for a frozen pension and no city-sponsored healthcare. 
Where was the outreach to public employees nation- 
wide? 

“Sign away my rights for a 4.5% cut versus a 
27% cut [estimated] or vote ‘no’ and live to fight an- 
other day?” asked one retiree. An 89-year-old Detroit 
resident told me, “There’s no doubt you’d have been of- 
fered even worse had you not fought back.” Retirees, 
city workers and supporters can still reject the plan, 
object to the plan, divest from corporations poised to 
take from Detroit, and protest. Contact: Moratori- 
um NOW! <michigan. moratorium@organizerweb.org> 

— Susan Van Gelder 
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RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor’s note: On the 50th anniversary of the Free 
Speech Movement, we excerpt Raya Dunayevskaya’s 
analysis, first published in the Jan. and Feb. 1965 
issues of News & Letters. Some language is incorpo- 
rated here from a much expanded essay that was in- 
cluded in the pamphlet The Free Speech Movement 
and the Negro Revolution. 

by Raya Dunayevskaya 

The Negro revolution emerged so quietly on the 
American scene with the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
(1955-56) that the North hardly gave it note, much 
less rose up in its support. It wasn’t until 1960, 
when Negro youth in Greensboro, N.C., staged a sit- 
in at a lunch counter that the first responsive chord 
was struck in the North. That same year witnessed a 
mass demonstration against the House Un-American 
Activities Committee in San Francisco. Thus did the 
white student youth in the North find its own voice at 
the same time that it helped the Negro revolution gain 
momentum not only in the South, but in the North. In 
the San Francisco Bay Area in particular there was, 
thereafter, no activity — from the Freedom Rides in 
1961 to the Mississippi Freedom Summer in 1964 — in 
which the student youth didn’t participate with a spirit 
characteristic of youth conscious of reshaping a world 
they had not made. 

Thus, suddenly, a generation of new radicals was 
born to replace “the silent generation” of the 1950s. 
By winter that year a new form of revolt, with a new 
underlying philosophy, called itself the Free Speech 
Movement (FSM). To retrieve the moment of new truth, 
it becomes necessary to view the FSM at that moment — 
Dec. 2-3 — when the student revolt culminated in a 
mass sit-in. 

On Dec. 2, 1964, 800 students in the Free Speech 
Movement at Berkeley sat-in at Sproul Hall to protest 
against the University Administration’s curtailment 
of free speech and freedom of action in behalf of civil 
rights and political principles. 

On Dec. 3, Governor Pat Brown dispatched 643 
police to eject the 800 sit-inners who, in self-defense, as 
well as for their belief in non-violence, went limp. None 
too gently the non-violent demonstrators were dragged 
down the stairs and thrown into police patrol wagons 
headed for jail. During the 12 hours of this operation, 
the building was closed to the faculty. But TV coverage 
of the police force’s invasion of the university grounds 
and the subsequent fingerprinting and mugging of the 
students as if they were common criminals, did more 
to galvanize the majority of the student body to action 
than all the speeches and actions of the FSM had been 
able to achieve in the three months since the start of 
its struggle. 

STUDENTS TAKE FREEDOM INTO THEIR OWN 
HANDS 

The “moderates” became “leftists,” the 
apolitical political, and the political students 
called for a strike. On Dec. 4, 15,000 students 
stayed away from classes. 

This put an end to the myth, perpetrated by the 
University Administration, the Governor and the press, 
that “a small hard core of Leftists” (if not outright 
“Communists”), who were “nonstudents” to boot — 
estimated by President Clark Kerr to be no more than 
“30 to 40,” and by the spokesman for the truly hard-core 
minority of the faculty, Mr. Lewis S. Feuer, to be “170” — 
constituted the Free Speech Movement. In truth, not 
only did a majority of the vast student body now 
support the FSM, but the overwhelming majority 
of the faculty likewise now sprang to action of 
their own in its support. 

Two departments canceled classes and many 
professors honored the picket lines. The chairmen of 
all departments constituted themselves as a Council of 
Chairmen, met with President Kerr and tried to work 
out a compromise. At the same time 200 professors met 
to plan strategy to present to the Academic Senate to 
endorse complete political freedom and amnesty. The 
Academic Freedom Committee and the Chairmen’s 
Council endorsed the proposals. On Dec. 8, the 
Academic Senate voted, 824 to 115, to endorse the 
Resolution of the Academic Freedom Committee. 

To find out how it was possible for the allegedly most 
apolitical student body in the world — the American — to 
open a new chapter of mass action for freedom, applying 
tactics never before used in any university anywhere in 
the world, it becomes necessary to trace the dialectic of 
revolt from its beginning. 1 

1. The most objective and comprehensive Preliminary Report, 
The Berkeley Free Speech Controversy, is the one issued on 
Dec. 13, 1964, by A Fact-Finding Committee of Graduate 
Political Scientists (Bardach, Citrin, Eisenbach, Elkins, 
Ferguson, Jervis, Levine and Sniderman). Most of the 
factual material in our analysis comes from that report. The 
most scurrilous account is the one by Lewis S. Feuer, entitled 
“Rebellion at Berkeley: The New Multiversity: Ideology and 


The Free Speech Movement 


On Sept. 17, a united front of organizations as 
far apart on the political and civil rights spectrum as 
SNCC, CORE, SLATE, YSA, SDS, and the Du Bois 
Clubs, on the one hand, and the Young Democrats, 
Young Republicans, and even some Students for 
Goldwater, on the other hand, united to oppose the 
arbitrary Sept. 14 ruling issued by Dean Katherine 
Towle which curtailed the content of, and areas for, free 
speech as well as fund solicitations and recruitment by 
civil rights and political organizations. 

UNDER THE WHIP OF COUNTER-REVOLUTION 

The University of California’s sudden “discovery” 
that the area heretofore used by these organizations, 
and for which city permits had been obtained, was 
university property came about through the prodding 
of forces outside the academic community, forces 
whose only concern with education lay in the attempt 
to extend McCarthyite tactics against both academic 
freedom and civil rights. These reactionary forces 
had, in summer, gathered in convention to capture the 
presidential nomination of the Republican Party for 
Goldwater. They stood aghast at the students and other 
civil rights workers who were demonstrating before the 
hall. 

The old leaders of this new fashioned neo- 
fascistic fringe of American politics had memories 
that were as long as they were abysmally deep in 
the backward look. They recalled that this was 
the city, and these youth the fighters against the 
“open” hearings that the House Un-American 
Activities Committee chose to conduct in San 
Francisco in 1960, the very year in which Negro 
youth began their revolution down South. 

And here they were again, despite the fact that 
the film made of the 1960 demonstration and police 
measures against it, plus the fascistic rhetoric of radio 
broadcaster Fulton Lewis Jr. extolling the forces of 
“law and order and anti-Communism,” had succeeded 
in forging a new brand of college conservatives — 
Goldwaterites, Birchites, and even Wallace-ite racists. 
At the height of their power, about to capture a major 
political party, they were being challenged by a still 
newer and greater national force, since the Negro 
Revolution had not only extended itself from South to 
North but aligned itself with new white youth.... 

[Dean Towle’s ruling] hit the newly returned 
Mississippi Freedom Summer participants, like 
Mario Savio, especially hard since they knew just 
how the Southern Freedom Fighters depended 
on the North for both human allies and financial 
assistance. That is why the first of the 19 organizations 
in the united front to staff the tables in a challenge of 
the ruling were SNCC, CORE, SDS, DuBois Clubs and 
SLATE, and these were the first organizations warned 
by the Administration about their violations of the 
arbitrary ruling. The warnings were followed by the 
indefinite suspension of eight students. 

The first head-on collision which imparted an 
altogether new quality to the battle between students 
and university administrators occurred when, once 
again, an outside force entered the fray. 

Fifteen minutes before a scheduled rally of students 
to protest the suspensions, at 11:45 a.m. on Oct. 1, Dean 
Van Houten approached the CORE table that was being 
staffed by a “non-student,” Jack Weinberg (who was a 
recent graduate), and attempted to have him arrested. 
Spontaneously, the students moved to surround the 
police car and block it from removing Weinberg. Mario 
Savio, head of the Friends of SNCC, emerged as leader 

Reality,” published in The New Leader, Dec. 21, 1964. All the 

quotations citing Feuer come from this report. 


as he addressed the crowd. The struggle now extended 
to a sit-in in Sproul Hall. 

The movement gained momentum and the 
protest demonstration grew. Late that evening 
about 100 fraternity men assembled and hurled 
eggs and lighted cigarettes on the hundreds 
sitting in the plaza. This violence, however, was 
not answered with violence by the students 
sitting-in, who maintained the highest of 
disciplines — self-discipline. It was this discipline 
plus the appeal of a Catholic chaplain that finally 
caused the hecklers to disperse after many tense 
hours. 

The new momentum, plus the intervention of a 
group of faculty members who convinced President 
Kerr to meet with the students that afternoon, led 
the following day to an agreement. This included 
submitting rules to a tripartite study committee of 
administration, faculty and students, submitting 
suspensions to a Committee of the Academic Senate, 
and taking steps to deed the free speech sidewalk to 
the city. This was Oct. 2. On Oct. 3-4 the united front 
of student organizations constituted itself as the 
Free Speech Movement. 

THE TURNING POINT 

Chancellor Strong, without waiting for 
recommendations from either students or faculty, 
appointed 10 of the 12 men who were to serve on the 
Campus Committee on Political Activity (CCPA), and 
announced also that his appointed Faculty Committee 
on Student Conduct, and not a Committee of the 
Academic Senate, would hear the cases of the eight 
suspended students.... 

On Nov. 20 the Regents seemed to side with 
President Kerr on the question of “illegal” advocacy. 
When this was followed, during the Thanksgiving 
holidays, by suddenly resuming disciplinary action 
against Savio and others, the gathering storm broke 
loose. After a mass rally, on Dec. 2, 800 moved 
into Sproul Hall for a new sit-in. The move of the 
Administration to use police to settle its dispute with 
the students, the intervention of the Governor, the 
arrest of the student demonstrators, as we saw, brought 
about the student strike, and such massive support 
from the faculty, that it became the turning point for 
all concerned. 

Just as the faculty was propelled into the 
student dispute with the Administration, so the 
Civil Rights Movement found that it was by no 
accident bound up with the issue of academic 
freedom. The FSM itself had reached a new 
stage of development, for the dialectic of revolt 
is inseparable from the dialectic of ideas. All 
the participants suddenly found that the whole 
struggle, victory included, was but prologue to 
the unfolding drama which would first reveal 
differing attitudes not merely to the role of youth 
in a university, but to ideas and to reality. The right 
to free speech became a discussion on alienation 
in society as a whole. The right to discipline 
became a question of human relationships. The 
dialogue on concrete questions became a search 
for a total philosophy.... 

ALIENATION AND FREEDOM 

The trouble with the elders, even when they are for 
the student revolt, is that they do not listen to the new 
voices. It was ever so. The Humanism of Karl Marx was 
the only vision that held as one, thought and action, 
mental and manual labor. It was the only one that 

continued on p. 10 
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The Left agenda at the Maidan and after 


The top banner reads, “For free 
right banner “Change the system, 


by Kirill Buketov 

On April 12, 2014, Kiev hosted a conference The 
Left and the Maidan which brought together activists 
from anarchist, socialist and communist organisations 
that had been involved in the Maidan movement in late 
2013-early 2014. The initiative to hold the conference 
came from the Left Opposition organisation, the Centre 
for Societal Studies, the Centre for Social and Labour 
Research, and the social critique magazine CnijibHe 
(The Commons), and was supported by the Rosa Luxem- 
burg Foundation. The confer- 
ence provided an opportunity 
for left-wing political activ- 
ists to take stock of their par- 
ticipation in the mass move- 
ment, analyze the mistakes 
they had made, and discuss 
possible further actions. 

The large number of par- 
ticipating activists who rep- 
resent the various political 
groups and initiatives evolv- 
ing as a part of the Maidan 
movement is clear evidence 
against the alleged absence 
of the Left in the Maidan 
movement. The discussion 
was centered on why the Left 

failed to take an organisational form and become as vis- 
ible a factor of the Maidan as the right* 

THE LEFT MAIDAN: THE BEGINNING 

The Maidan movement started as a protest against 
the refusal to sign the EU Association Agreement. It 
was transformed into a movement against the deceit- 
ful and corrupt nature of those in power, against police 
violence and attempts to impose anti-democratic laws. 
At the initial stage, Left activists saw the European in- 
tegration slogans as alien to them, and limited their 
involvement to infrequent small-scale actions. 

When the authorities resorted to violence and 
blood was spilt, the square became a gathering place for 
those who opposed tyranny. At that moment the Left’s 
attitude changed. “Before we’d been doing some circle 
work to educate and enlighten people, but we had no 
experience taking part in a mass movement and pro- 
test actions” (Nina Potarskaya of the Women’s Squad- 
ron [Hundred]). 

The public context was changing with breathtaking 
speed. A general anti-fascist action in Kiev was sched- 
uled for Jan. 19, to commemorate Stanislav Markelov 
and Anastasia Baburova, who were killed in Moscow 
in 2009. On that day the police brutally beat up pro- 
testors, which brought more and more people out into 
the streets. It would have been unnatural for the Left 
to stay away from a movement against police violence. 
“Combat actions began, and we had to change the for- 
mat of our activities; indeed, it would be unthinkable to 
just hop around the Square taking pictures with your 
camera when wounded people fell all around you, peo- 
ple who needed help” (Nina Potarskaya). 

CONTENT AND FORM 

The Maidan was a broad democratic movement 
directed against the corrupt Yanukovych regime. If we 
trust the polls, 93% of the Maidan participants were 
apolitical. Only 7% had belonged to a political group. 
Among those 7%, socialists had their niche. 

In this broad mass movement, each of its political 
wings had a chance act in their own way. Having joined 
the Maidan later than others, the Ukrainian Left were 
in a weaker position than their opponents from the 
right. At the same time, unlike, for instance, the Rus- 
sian Left who have been in an open street conflict with 
right extremists and set up self-defense structures, 
Ukrainian socialists were unprepared to oppose blatant 
aggression and the organised violence of the right. 

This forced the Left Maidan to adopt the general 
democratic processes of active agitation within the 
broad civil movement. “The important thing was to get 
our message across rather than identify oneself [as the 
Left]” (Irina Kogut of Hospital Watch). “Proclaiming 
oneself openly as ‘left-wing’ would only serve to provoke 
violence from the organised right-wing groups, making 
it impossible to do one’s work” (Nina Potarskaya). 

“We made an attempt to announce the formation 
of the Anarchist Squadron, but 70 uniformed national- 
ists turned up at the meeting and we had to fold and 
start working within the Students’ Assembly ” (Bogdan 
Biletskyi of Direct Action). Yet the Assembly was fully 
controlled by the anarchist students’ union Direct Ac- 
tion, and all of the Assembly’s slogans were social ones. 
Socialist agitation was under way at the Assembly, and 



healthcare and education,” the lower 
not the ass in the chair.” 


* These are the notes on the conference The Left and the 
Maidan. The conference heard different, often quite oppo- 
site, opinions. The text does not presume to fully cover the 
conference discussions; rather, they are the author’s subjec- 
tive conclusions. All quotes are from memory. The author 
apologizes for the impossibility to verify the exact wording 
of the statements. Translated by Eugene Kuprin. Original 
published by Left Opposition http://gaslo.info/?p=5181 


there were lectures and socially relevant films. 

THE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM 

Maidan was left-wing in spirit. It was driven 
by protest against corruption and tyranny, humil- 
iation and depression, by masses of people who 
felt their dignity had been offended by their rul- 
ers’ lies and who suddenly became aware of them- 
selves as a single nation. It was the emerging pro- 
test against their personal enslavement and the 
aspiration to be free that was bringing more peo- 
ple into the Square. 

The Maidan used 
methods we consider our 
own: direct participation, 
self-organisation, direct 
actions, rejection of lead- 
ers, and a resounding 
NO to the steering and 
pace-setting role of par- 
ties. “The Maidan led to 
the toppling of tyranny 
and triggered develop- 
ment of direct participa- 
tion and self-governance, 
which, in essence, is the 
socialist way” (Alexey 
Simvolokov of the Ma- 
chine-builders’ Union, 

Dnepropetrovsk) . 

“Self-organisation sent mediators, both State and 
political ones, packing. They were rejected. Giving me- 
diators the sack was pushing the masses to the Left, 
towards society’s greater control over political institu- 
tions and the State” (Nadezhda Shevchenko). The to- 
talitarian Left who were used to leading did not benefit 
from the mediators’ sacking; the Communist parties 
used their mass publications to discredit the Maidan, 
while some rushed off to create and support “Anti- 
Maidans” in the southeast of the country. 

One conference participant titled his presentation 
The Maidan as a Triumph against Communism, inter- 
preting “communism” in Stalinist terms. This resulted 
in a big discussion. One can argue about nuances, but 
walking onto the Maidan carrying a portrait of Stalin 
was not only senseless but also unsafe. The same ap- 
plied to carrying a portrait of Hitler. The Maidan had 
no room for symbols of tyrannies and despotic dictators. 

THE LEFT MAIDAN 

Those who joined the Maidan protests represented 
anti-authoritarian, democratic Left groups. “We had 
to be there; indeed, this protest is the result of social 
problems” (Vladimir Chemeris of the Public Council of 
the Maidan). “From the very beginning the Maidan had 
the support of the free trade unions affiliated with the 
KVPU (Confederation of Free Trade Unions of Ukraine). 
Trade unions are the foundation, the first stage of the 
working class self-organisation, and we, machine-build- 
ers of Dnepropetrovsk, perceived the Maidan as, first, 
a social protest, but later it was the whole country tak- 
ing on tyranny. The workers who came with us quickly 
became politicized” (Alexey Simvolokov). 

The Left in the Maidan developed their own initia- 
tives. Left Opposition activists were agitating under a 
red banner and later prepared a 10-point list of social 
changes based on Lenin’s April Theses and provisions 
of Trotsky’s Transitional Programme. “The document 
was distributed in Ukrainian in the Ukrainian House 
and was approved as a programme in line with the in- 
terests of the Ukrainian people” (Zakhar Popovich of 
The Left Opposition). 

“The Women’s Squadron (IKmoua coths) criticised 
sexism in the Maidan and agitated against right-wing 
ideology” (Nina Potarskaya). 

“The Students’ Assembly opened in the Ukrainian 
House on Jan. 28 and its contents were absolutely Left- 
wing. The Assembly coordinated students’ and youth 
initiatives, drafted the programme for a Free Univer- 
sity, organised protests, and recruited volunteers to 
medical aid teams in the Maidan” (Nina Khodorivska 
of the Students’ Assembly). 

One of the most important projects of the Maidan 
Left was Hospital Watch. “It was an anti-police project 
rather than just a humanitarian one” (Irina Kogut). 
There was a need to protect the wounded and those who 
suffered from police violence. Yanukovych’s police were 
seeking such people in the hospitals and their protec- 
tion became a political issue; the idea was to give people 
experience of resistance to police brutality and to the 
State. The initiative involved around 25 activists, all of 
them leftists who carried out anti-governmental agita- 
tion in dozens of Kiev hospitals. Every day the Hospi- 
tal Watch was joined by over a hundred volunteers who 
were constantly replacing each other. 

IDEAS AND SELF-IDENTIFICATION 

The main task for the Left in the Maidan was to in- 
troduce socialist ideas into the movement. Now we find 
ourselves bombarded with criticisms and accusations 
that the Maidan Left have contributed to the right- 


wing provisional government’s ascent to power. This 
is wrong. The Maidan as a phenomenal, broad, mass 
movement should not be associated with the new Ukrai- 
nian government, professional politicians or their indi- 
vidual parties. Whatever the outcome of the Maidan, 
there would not be any Left in any government. Any 
Ukrainian government would be a right-wing one. 

The Left did not work in the Maidan for the sake of 
oligarchs. They did all they could to involve as many 
people as possible in various anti-authoritarian pub- 
lic organisations, promoting a critical attitude to the 
fascism, homophobia, and sexism, as well as to liberal 
economic programmes. “About half of the Maidan Left 
were anarchists who never seek government power or 
authority. We simply work towards the development 
of non-governmental institutions as an alternative to 
the State” (Nina Khodorivska, Irina Kogut). Results of 
this work will surely manifest themselves in the future. 

HISTORICAL RESPONSIBILITY OF THE LEFT: 
WHERE HAVE WE FAILED? 

It is evident that the Maidan became a real chal- 
lenge to the Ukrainian Left. Never in the past has the 
country experienced such an upsurge of people’s activ- 
ism resulting from the need to defend their freedoms 
in the face of the government’s armed aggression. The 
situation was changing by the minute, there was no 
time to discuss strategies and tactics, everyone just did 
what he or she believed was required. Today, one can 
critically look back, analyze what did not work in order 
to better prepare for new mass manifestations. 

The weakness of the Maidan was the insufficient 
involvement of trade unions and the working class. 
Only 5-7% of all Maidan participants could be catego- 
rized as workers, which, come to think of it, is natural: 
participation in a public protest is extremely compli- 
cated for workers. “Workers work, they cannot afford to 
stop working and risk losing even that meager income 
for their families” (Yurii Samoilov of the Coal Miners’ 
Squadron [Hundred]). 

So, it is quite logical that the bulk of the protest- 
ers were students, pensioners, office clerks, civil ser- 
vants, small entrepreneurs, etc. Furthermore, none of 
the Kiev Left agitated in workplaces or bridged the pro- 
tests and the workers. The free trade unions’ call for a 
general political strike just hung in midair. 

Despite the large number of the Left involved in the 
Maidan, there was practically no coordination. Having 
joined the protests later, the Left rushed into the thick 
of it and did not have time to create their own organ- 
isational structures, unlike the right-wing. “The lack of 
coordination among the Left initiatives — the groups of 
Marxists, social-democrats, and anarchists — was a big 
problem” (Bogdan Biletskyi). 

The third area has to do with soaring separatist 
actions in southeastern Ukraine. Since protest move- 
ments in all regions were based on popular dissatisfac- 
tion with the corrupt regime of Yanukovych and the de- 
terioration of people’s social situation, and Yanukovych 
was equally hated in the Crimea and in the Volhynia, 
the Left were in a position to formulate a programme 
of a people-friendly social order that could enjoy equal 
demand and support throughout Ukraine. 

The Maidan was focused on national and demo- 
cratic identity rather than social justice. “The Crimean 
Maidan should have talked to the Crimeans in the lan- 
guage they could understand” (Alexey Arunyan of the 
Crimean Maidan). The lack of loudly proclaimed social 
demands that could unite the country’s East and West 
contributed to the annexation of Crimea and the emer- 
gence of “anti-Maidans.” 

WHAT IS NEXT? 

It is imperative for the Left to create a Left-wing 
political project so they can oppose the right-wingers 
now in power and the growth of Ukrainian chauvin- 
ism. “We must clearly formulate our position vis-a-vis 
right-wingers and completely dissociate ourselves from 
them” (Nadezhda Shevchenko). That is needed to pre- 
serve and defend the democratic values of the Maid- 
an, the freedoms that are already being suppressed 
by the new authorities. “The Maidan quiets down, yet 
the anti-oligarchic idea has not taken root and people 
are force-fed entirely different meanings of the events” 
(Igor Panyuta). “In fact, the new Government itself is 
the notorious ‘anti-Maidan’” (Alexey Simvolokov). 

The struggle must continue under social slogans. 
Popular indignation is already on the rise due to the 
dramatic deterioration of the social situation. We see 
spontaneous pickets flaring up at bus stops against 
fare rises. There will be more of such protests and they 
will grow into a mass social movement. Our programme 
should not be about changing one President for another 
but rather changing the whole system of social and eco- 
nomic relations in Ukraine. 

Internationalism should underpin all our actions. 
We must agitate against war, formulating this as the 
most urgent task for the working class of Ukraine and 
Russia. Kiev-Munich-Geneva 

To see this article in its entirety go to our website: 
www. newsandletters. org 
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RESPONSES TO MARXIST-HUMANIST PERSPECTIVES 



The Marxist-Humanist Perspectives 
( N&L , May-June 2014) give a critical 
assessment of the polarization between 
the oppressive forces of capital’s social 
relations and humanity’s efforts 
to realize human dignity. It shows 
humans are not just passive victims of 
capital. First negation is present — what 
human beings are against — and second 
negation — what human beings are for. 
The mental sediments constitute an 
emergence of self-organization that 
bears the fruits of new social relations 
that can serve as the foundations of a 
new society. The political and economic 
degeneracy of capital has forced to the 
surface a broad-ranging discontent that 
cannot be assuaged by pompous rhetoric. 
As the late great Gil Scott-Heron used to 
sing, “...people are in the street looking 
for a brighter day.” Will the masses in 
motion reach a level of cognition that 
allows them to grasp the significance of 
Karl Marx’s concept of the permanence 
of revolution? Prisoner 

Pelican Bay, Calif. 

This was my first 
Convention of News and 
Letters Committees. All 
the talks and discussions 
were clear, to the point, and 
serious about concretizing 
the philosophy of Hegel 
and Marx in the reality of revolution 
and counter-revolution. People are 
serious about participating in the 
struggles for freedom and the battle 
of ideas, from the Pelican Bay SHU to 
Syria to Ukraine, and are putting their 
bodies on the line. Growth is slow, but 
steady. People are finding in News 
and Letters and Marxism-Humanism 
a revolutionary alternative to the 
chaos of capitalist civilization and the 
ideological bankruptcy of much of the 
Left. News and Letters Committees is 
united on political, philosophical, and 
organizational matters. 

Michael Gilbert 
New York 

Vladimir Putin’s watershed 
comment in 2005 was, “The breakup 
of the USSR was one of our greatest 
disasters.” The U.S. and NATO spoke 
of the “peace dividend” but behave in 
every other way like the cold warriors 
of yesteryear. Putin’s military foray into 
the Crimea is a display of aggression out 
of a position of weakness and decay. To 
drum up domestic support, Putin chooses 
to revive Stalin-era patriotic slogans 
and icons. He’s failed to recognize that 
the Russian youth may be more in tune 
with Tahrir Square and Pussy Riot. 

Healthcare worker 
California 

The CIA-orchestrated overthrow of 
the elected representational government 
of Ukraine — a government no more 
or less corrupt than the occupation 
government elected here in America 
in an election that was no more or less 
corrupt than Ukraine’s — has succeeded 


in installing the fascist Svoboda and 
Right Sector in power. Like the soi- 
disant revolt in Venezuela, I think the 
“revolt” in Ukraine is essentially a CIA- 
orchestrated coup using neo-Nazi, right- 
wing forces in order to disrupt markets — 
in this case, the flow of Russian gas 
and oil to markets in Western Europe. 
Like in Iraq, it’s only necessary to 
disrupt the flow of oil in order to drive 
up the price, reap massive profits and 
open up access to new markets. It’s no 
surprise this is happening in Ukraine 
now, when the U.S. has such a glut of 
natural gas and oil that there is little 
or no return on Big Oil’s investment to 
be had from domestic sales. Thanks for 
an informative newspaper, albeit one I 
don’t always agree with. Rand Gould 

Lapeer, Mich. 

A clear view of events in Ukraine 
requires focusing on the struggles 
from below that pushed out President 
Yanukovych. A great swath of the Left 
has terminally confused itself by taking 
Putin’s ground and subsuming those 
struggles under the new 
Kiev government, or even 
just the right-wing parties 
in it. Most European far 
right groups dropped their 
links with the far right 
Ukrainian nationalists and 
got in bed with the anti-Maidan, not to 
mention with Putin, who is also adored 
by the U.S. far right. Amazingly, the 
pro-Putin, Stalin-celebrating revolts in 
the east, under anti-Semitic leadership 
and collaborating with the repressive 
special police, have been declared 
representative of the working class, or 
even the seeds of socialist revolution. 
What the real revolutionary Left in both 
Ukraine and Russia points out is the 
need for revolutionary internationalist 
movements of the working class in both 
countries. 

Franklin Dmitryev 
Chicago 

Gerry Emmett says that Bashar 
al-Assad was guilty of gassing Syrian 
civilians. The inspection team said 
that he was capable of so doing, but 
there is no sure evidence that it was 
his government’s action. The opposition 
forces could have been supplied with 
such weaponry by the CIA, MI6, or 
Saudi agencies, or it could have been 
Mossad’s doing. Would it not have 
been appropriate to convey that doubt? 
Assad is a vile despot, but by no means 
unique. The opposition is dominated 
by al-Qaeda, the allegedly democratic 
remnant is dependent on Western 
powers for its arms, and a sizable 
chunk of it looks to the Saudi monarchy 
for leadership. There are genuine 
rebels trying to survive between these 
monsters, but given that Western 
conservative politicians are eager to 
acclaim this particular revolution, one 
must assume that there is quite a lot 
wrong with it. Laurens Otter 

Britain 


*** 

The voices of actual Syrian revo- 
lutionaries were a powerful part of 
the Perspectives. Presenting what you 
called “the absolute reality of the idea 
of freedom as it is born in the heart of 
struggle” gave a totally different ground 
from that section of 
the Left shackled 
to ideology so over- 
whelmed by opposi- 
tion to U.S. imperial- 
ism as to lose sight 
of the actual human 
forces. When revolu- 
tion shakes up the old 
categories of thought, 
we must not let petri- 
fied thinking trap us. 

Revolutionary 

Midwest 

Regarding the Perspectives of 2014- 
2015, the dialectic, the theories, the idea, 
is something that we can read about time 
and again through the archives of N&L 
and today in Ukraine, Egypt, Libya, 
Afghanistan, Syria and in the U.S. We 
are seeing revolutions in practice that are 
definitive as to the theoretical promise 
that News and Letters Committees has 
defined for over half a century. The 
greatest revolutionary weapon is not a 
weapon in the traditional sense. Bullets 
can kill people; a prison can keep a 
person’s body confined; but neither of 
those things can destroy or negate “the 
idea,” “the belief,” “the commitment,” 
the meaning of our ideas, practices, 
theories, and the dialectic. As Marxist- 
Humanists, our goal is to capture the 
meaning of revolutionary permanence, 
not only here but throughout the world. 
Information is power, and power creates 
change. Robert Taliaferro 

Black River Falls, Wise. 


U.S. ISLAND COLONIES 

We’ve recently launched a series 
of Public Service Announcements 
as part of our efforts to inform our 
community about the potential impacts 
of the proposed military buildup where 
approximately 4,000 acres of our land 
and sea are at risk of being taken 
for use as an enormous firing range 
complex. According to the Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement, at 
the selected site, more than 6.7 million 
bullets will be fired every year. These 
bullets will disturb pristine coastline, 
cultural sites and critical recovery 
habitat. We can’t stop this without 
your help. Watch the LITEKYAN video 
http://youtu.be/p9_fNHQKDYU; share 
the video via social networks; make a 
donation at http://www.weareguahan. 
com/your-support/ to help us purchase 
additional airtime on local channels. 

We Are Guahan 
Guam 

*** 

In Mid-Manhattan on Puerto Rican 
Day, symbols of Puerto Rican pride were 
everywhere. Clearly, there’s a great 
deal of cultural pride among the Puerto 
Ricans in the states. The tragedy is that 
this pride has not been transformed into 
a struggle for total freedom and self- 
determination. Puerto Rico is a nation 
in chains occupied by a foreign power, 
the U.S. From where I stand, it is no 
longer enough to say “ Viva Puerto Rico. ” 
The battle cry must be “ Viva Puerto Rico 
Libre!” Independentista ! 

Supporter of Puerto Rican liberty 
New York 


HUMANITY IN PRISON 

We truly live in a different epoch 
when tortured prisoners reach out 
to the world by saying “keep your 


damn meal,” in order to assert their 
humanity in relation to each other and 
to their guards for whom they are not 
individuals or human, but only either 
gang members or snitches. This is a 
lot more profound than any in-depth 
expose of the phenomenon of the prison 
industrial complex. Frontline's recent 
“Solitary Nation,” on the routineness of 
our prison torture system, showed the 
prisoners as victims, many driven to 
madness and to do anything, to go to any 
extreme of self-harm, to get reconnected 
to another human being. All the more 
remarkable is the multi-racial group, 
many of whom I met at Pelican Bay, 
asserting their humanity against this 
whole system. 

Ron Kelch 
Oakland, Calif. 


RACISM AND POLICE POWER 

New York City just made a $40 mil- 
lion settlement with the five Black men 
who, as teenagers, were falsely convict- 
ed in the 1989 “Central Park Jogger” 
rape case. Mayor de Blasio pictured it 
as “righting this injustice.” But the fact 
that the five were exonerated does not 
negate the injustice. Not only did they 
collectively spend 40 years in prison, but 
the cops, prosecutors, and media went 
scot-free after faking this case and us- 
ing it to whip up racist hysteria over 
“wilding” that helped put in place a gen- 
eration of racist brutality, of which “stop 
and frisk” was only part. True justice re- 
quires tearing up the roots of this racist- 
to-the-core society. 

Anti-racist activist 
Illinois 


CELIA OTTER 

Celia Otter died 
on 1 Jan. 2014. We 
remember Celia 
as a thoughtful, 
active woman who 
always spoke her 
mind. Throughout 
her life, graciously, 
intelligently, she insisted on speaking 
truth to power! She had been a 
lifelong peace activist, anarchist, anti- 
vivisectionist and humanitarian. 

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, 
Celia Otter was active in the Ban the 
Bomb Movement in Britain, taking 
part in the civil disobedience campaigns 
against nuclear weapons. She was 
arrested at Holy Lock during the direct 
actions there and was also arrested 
and imprisoned during other protests 
and sit-downs of the Committee of 100. 
Indeed, Celia and her husband Laurens 
Otter spent their “honeymoon” in 
separate prisons. 

Celia Otter was a founding member 
of the Committee of 100, the Anarchist 
Federation of Britain, and the Northern 
Anarchist Network. She was also a 
member of the Syndicalist Workers’ 
Federation. Celia was also one of the 
founders of the Animal Liberation 
Movement in Britain. 

For many years Celia worked as 
head teacher for a school of maladjusted 
children. She was known throughout 
Shropshire as the only “head” who 
refused to exclude ANY child from the 
school. 

For the anarcho-syndicalist Brian 
Bamford’s eulogy for Celia Otter and his 
description of the funeral, go to http:// 
northernvoicesmag.blogspot.com/. For 
additional information, see the book 
Serious Politics Begins With The Bomb 
by Laurens Otter, published in 1985 
by Wrekin Libertarians. Copies are 
available from us. 

Syndicalist Action Network 
323 Fourth Street, Cloquet, MN 55720-2051 


WAR ON DETROIT, WAR ON THE WORKING CLASS 


I think this “Grand Bargain” that 
the Detroit Emergency Manager cooked 
up is some kind of setup. If you read 
the section on the Detroit Institute of 
Arts, it seems that if anyone doesn’t do 
what is planned, the deal is off. 

The group that checks it is all the 
same people, so they have set it up to 
fail and not pay. Like if the city with 
“Mayor” Duggan doesn’t do what it’s 
supposed to, then the funding parties — 
people like Dan Gilbert’s minions at 
the Community Foundation — can 
decide not to pay. 

If you fill in the parties in the plan 
with the actual people, they are all on 
the same side. It is a little beyond my 
financial level to really see through it 
clearly, I just know it’s like a house of 
cards set up to raid your fund. 

Mad as hell 
Detroit 

*** 


Detroit in the 1950s and 1960s 
was a good place to grow up. We were a 
major producer of cars and other goods 
for the U.S. and the world. But from 
1980, when Ronald Reagan fired the 
PATCO (air traffic controllers) workers 
and broke their union, capitalism found 
another way to do it — globalization. 

PTB 

Detroit 

*** 

We need the $15 hourly minimum 
wage! When people go on strike against 
McDonald’s or Walmart, they are liter- 
ally in a fight for life. Poverty doesn’t 
always kill in a hail of bullets. Some- 
times poverty kills slowly as stress and 
worry wear down a person’s immune 
system, inviting multiple health prob- 
lems that overwhelm the body and our 
inadequate public health system. 

Activist 

Chicago 
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UNCHAINING THE DIALECTIC 

Raya Dunayevskaya’s 1953 
breakthrough on Hegel’s Absolute Idea 
enabled her to illuminate a path not 
traveled by previous generations of 
revolutionaries. She is quite emphatic in 
raising the importance of “Unchaining 
the Revolutionary Dialectic” (May-June 
2014 N&L), and capturing what Marx’s 
critique of the Hegelian dialectic meant: 
an extension of the dialectic in terms of 
the unification of thought and reality. In 
other words, thought not as a disembodied 
process, but as the internal reflection 
engendered by man’s engagement with 
external reality. Thus, human beings 
in their complete awareness of the fact 
that it is the consciousness of human 
beings that is uniquely responsible for 
shaping reality. Human beings duly 
armed with such an awareness of their 
own potentiality could finally throw off 
the mental shackles that bind them to 
the dead-end decadence of bourgeois 
electoral democracy. If we are ever to get 
to a new society, transcending capital 
relations will entail the process of a 
new humanism reflected in a ceaseless 
correlation of thought and reality. 

Faruq 
Represa, Calif. 

Raya Dunayevskaya wrote: “not 
even Absolute as combining theory and 
practice, i.e., as a totality, really answered 
the task. The task first begins , or to put 
it the way we expressed it in Chapter 1 
of Philosophy and Revolution : It is Absolute 
Idea as New Beginning” All of this is 
really “who we are and what we stand 
for,” and must be projected concretely to 
everyone we meet. 

Susan Van Gelder 
Detroit 

*** 

We all live in our own particular 
realities of politico-economic and socio- 
cultural environment, and we all read 
the same Das Kapital of Karl Marx. 
Humanity likes to read and interpret 
theories and practices to suit one’s 
needs. But in reading the truth of things 
around us, the dialectics of the subjects 
of revolution, the one who needs and will 
eventually contribute to the new hu- 
manism that Marx taught us resides in 


each one of us. Comrade Dunayevskaya 
has that highest honor of honing again 
all our previously established theories 
of change closer to that dialectical truth 
of appreciating things and being part of 
it. In this time of imperialist globaliza- 
tion of hunger and injustices, we in the 
Philippines stand fast to that liberat- 
ing praxis of philosophy and revolution 
where all of us struggle closer to the 
freedom of humanity. Correspondent 
Cainta, the Philippines 


CAPITAL AND NATURE 

It is bad enough that the Navaho 
Power Plant was given the name of Na- 
vaho against the wishes of the Tribe. 
Then it was allowed to be filthy because 

it is out in 
the desert 
and “no- 
body lives 
there” — 
except sa- 
guaro cac- 
tus, which 

it is killing, and other desert creatures 
that King Coal never heard of, and, of 
course, Indians. For its entire existence 
the plant has been destroying one of the 
greatest sources of earth’s history, the 
Grand Canyon. What are we thinking to 
allow oligarchs to destroy our heritage 
and the earth this way? 

January 

Chicago 



Recently I traveled from New York 
to Chicago in a train that arrived five 
hours late. Another person who came 
from the West Coast said that his train 
was nine hours late. Why? The truth, 
the train crew said, is that our trains 
had to stop to let freight trains go by. In 
the federal rail system, freight traffic, 
that is commodities, has a priority over 
human traffic, that is people. 

This reminds me of what Marx 
wrote in Capital : dead capital (things 
or commodities) always has a superior 
position in the capitalist mode of 
production over living capital (people). 

Former train rider 
New York 


Tokyo Electric Power Company 
asked to keep dumping radioactive wa- 
ter into the ocean from the meltdown 
of the Fukushima reactor. This is three 
years after the meltdown! And they don’t 
want to stop nuclear reactor production. 
It’s madness! Basho 

Los Angeles 


GLOBALIZATION IN PHILIPPINES 

If there are families and children 
who lack food, it is an inhuman society 
and justifies social struggles for human 
freedom and revolution on the part of 
the poor and oppressed to put an end 
to this capitalist greed and madness 
and chart their own destinies for a more 
humane society. This is the state of the 
Philippine economy in the midst of glo- 
balization. Foreign and local big capital- 
ist corporations maintain cheap-labor 
policies resulting in barely minimum 
wages — stripped of job security and ben- 
efits — job contractualization, underem- 
ployment and unemployment. 

Karlo Francisco 
The Philippines 


VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS 

Prisons are often test beds of the 
instruments of government abuses 
prior to them being used in the commu- 
nity at large. From testing the limits of 
subtle or open racism, to testing what 
techniques can best be used to “legally” 
break a person’s mind, prisons reflect 
society at large, especially in the way 
that the prison industrial complex con- 
ducts its business. Prisoner 

Black River Falls, Wise. 

*** 

In this Texas-style slave labor con- 
centration camp, the amount of food 
each prisoner is given was cut. Whether 
this is to force an increase in prisoners’ 
purchases from the commissary, I do not 
know. What I do know is that prisoners 
who are indigent are getting thinner and 
starting to get that “look” about them 
that I always saw in Central America 
in the faces of poor kids. I have been 
noticing more and more prisoners with 


sores and red 
splotches on 
their arms, 
legs and faces, 
and anyone 
who gets a 
scratch, nick, 
a cut, talks 
about it tak- 
ing a very long time to heal, if it does at 
all. I am not a doctor, but I believe I am 
seeing mass malnutrition and border- 
line scurvy. Man in a Cage 

Amarillo, Texas 

*** 

I had to neglect my correspondence 
to my friends and comrades in N&L due 
to illness. I have sued the prison sys- 
tem and am trying to force the district 
court to issue an order directing prison 
officials to correct my condition through 
surgery. As soon as I am able I can have 
my relatives or friends send you some 
money for a regular subscription and 
for Marxism and Freedom, which I have 
never read. After all, I owe my re-educa- 
tion to my comrades at N&L, for which I 
am deeply grateful and hopefully in the 
near future we can continue the neces- 
sary correspondence. Prisoner 

Terre Haute, Ind. 

*** 

I am a Gay communist prison in- 
mate. I really love to read N&L news- 
paper. I do appreciate the fact that your 
organization has provided a nice donor 
in order for me to receive this excellent 
newspaper. Prisoner 

Brunswick, N.C. 

I truly enjoy N&L. It’s nice to know 
that people care what us prisoners 
think. It’s rare that women lifers get to 
voice our opinions. Thank you on behalf 
of us knowing we can always count on 
you. Prisoner 

Corona, Calif. 


TO OUR READERS: Can you do- 
nate $5, the price of a subscription, 
for a prisoner who cannot pay for 
one? It will be shared with many 
others. A donation of $8 pays for a 
subscription plus the Pelican Bay 
Hunger Strike pamphlet to be sent 
to a prisoner. 



Write, sell, be a bundle dealer for NEWS & LETTERS 


Every page of News & Letters is meant to be part 
of an ongoing discussion about freedom with you* our 
readers. If you have a story to fell about your work, 
about demonstrations happening where you live, about 
an article you’ve read in this paper, send if to News & 
Letters , 228 S. Wabash Ave., #230. Chicago. (L. 60604. 
or email it to us at arise@newsandletters.org. 

We are an organization as well as a paper. You can 
see Who We Are and What We Stand For on page 1 2. All 
our locals have open meetings that you are welcome to 
attend. You can find a directory of where we have Lo- 
cals on page 9. We have meetings on the events of the 
day and never separate the discussion of those events 
from what is happening in ideas and Philosophy. 

You can sell News & Letters at your newsstand, 
bookstore, at demonstrations and other venues by be- 
coming a bundle dealer. We will send you bulk orders 
of five or more copies for 25 cents each. Help change 
the world and spread the word by distributing the only 
Marxisf-Humanisf paper in the world. 

News & Letters exists to unite the voices of protest 
from below with the clear message of a Philosophy of 
revolution. This newspaper is your newspaper; these 
pages are your pages. We aim to present your voice and 


the voices of others the world over who are struggling 
for freedom. Send us your articles, letters, essays, 
photographs, and poetry. 


News and Letters 
Committees stands 
with those who 
are working to 
transform this 
rotten capitalist, 
racist, sexist, 

homophobic, 
imperialistic 
reality into 
something very 
different: a new 
world based on 
new human 
relationships. 
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No rehabilitation 

Oakland, Calif. — On June 14 Critical Resistance 
(CR), an organization working for the abolition of the 
prison system, held a community forum on California 
Department of Corrections and rehabilitation (CDCr). 
(Prisoners refuse to capitalize the “R” because there is 
no “rehabilitation.”) 

The forum took up new proposed regulations to cen- 
sor “obscene materials,” which includes “publications 
that indicate an association with groups that are op- 


positional to authority and society.” Over 30 attended, 
including those from a broad spectrum of groups from 
LGBT liberation and CR’s Abolitionist to Prison Hun- 
ger Strike Solidarity and News & Letters , all of whom 
said this would shut down access to a substantial part 
of their readership because prisoners are some of to- 
day’s most engaged political and philosophic thinkers. 

CDCr is out to retaliate against prisoners whose 
hunger strikes awakened the world to the systematic 
torture going on in U.S. prisons — the pervasive and ar- 
bitrary use of indefinite solitary confinement in Secu- 
rity Housing Units (SHUs). What prison officials sense 
is that prisoners’ ideas, their free speech and non-vio- 
lent action, have revealed a power greater than their 
walls. These ideas are greater than a capitalist ideology 
of total control over its growing unemployed and poor, 
warehoused in prisons on a scale that, by any measure 
on the international scene, has been judged “obscene.” 

Steve, a former SHU prisoner, spoke on how we are 
now in the early stages of a new Civil Rights Movement 
centered in the SHU where the authorities’ brutal 
reaction is akin to what faced the Civil Rights Move- 
ment of the 1960s. Prisoners struggling for the basic 
right to speak are confronting the truth: capitalist 
high-sounding rhetoric about “free speech” only applies 
when it has no consequences. That was the sentiment 
Mario Savio expressed at the birth of the Free Speech 
Movement 50 years ago when students fought to share 
their experiences fighting for civil rights in the South. 
(See “Free Speech Movement,” p. 4.) 

Steve said, the CDCr is looking for new power be- 
cause the multi-racial prisoner movement for human 
rights and their “Agreement to End Hostilities” is un- 
dermining CDCr’s arbitrary use of gang validation to 
torture and set prisoners against each other. A spokes- 
person from Abolitionist said what CDCr wants to shut 
down is the empowerment prisoners feel from getting 
their views out and that the new proposed arbitrary 
and ambiguous regulations are trying to make people 
feel like they are alone. 

We can’t let that happen. At stake is not only a 
question of rights but basic human solidarity against 
capitalism’s inhumanity. — Ron Kelch 



HANDICAPTHIS! 


by Suzanne Rose 

The government of the United Kingdom has con- 
tracted the health division of a company called ATOS, 
located in Euston, England, as part of its extensive wel- 
fare reforms. ATOS assesses claimants on their level of 
disability and ability to work for disability allowance. 
Members of WinVisible, based in a Women’s Center 
in Kentish Town, protested with others from across 
London outside the headquarters of the multination- 
al ATOS company. The protesters claim the company 
is profiteering from people with disabilities and that 
thousands of disabled people have died after having 
their benefits stopped due to the introduction of the so- 
called “welfare reforms.” 


The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to decide 
soon a case, Harris V. Quinn, challenging the Illinois 
homecare system. A brief by disability rights organiza- 
tions argues that the independence and freedom from 
institutionalization that people with disabilities have 
achieved in Illinois relies on a key feature of the sys- 
tem at issue before the court. Currently, employees are 
hired by the individual consumer, but terms and condi- 
tions of employment are decided via collective bargain- 
ing with the homecare workers’ representatives. If the 
Supreme Court restricts the ability of homecare work- 
ers to engage in collective bargaining, the ruling would 
risk the significant gains made for people with disabili- 
ties and the elderly nationwide. 


VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT 


by Robert Taliaferro 

Race has always been at the forefront of this nation 
since its founding. It seems ironic that the generation 
that produced the country’s first Black president is also 
the generation that is seeing the advances made in civil 
rights during the last century fade away. 

Nowhere is racism more singularly applied than in 
the numbers of people of color who are confined: about 
two-thirds of the 2.3 million people currently confined 
in the U.S. are people of color. 

THE SHAME OF WISCONSIN 

According to an April 2013 report by the University 
of Wisconsin Milwaukee, “Wisconsin’s Mass Incarcera- 
tion of African American Males: Workforce Challenges 
for 2013,” Wisconsin incarcerates Black men at a larger 
percentage than any state in the country: nearly 7 per- 
centage points more than the national average, and 
nearly 3 percentage points more than its nearest rival, 
Oklahoma. 

This is an issue that was supposed to have been 
addressed under former Governor Doyle after he signed 
an Executive Order in 2007 noting the “disparate treat- 
ment people of color receive in the criminal justice sys- 
tem ‘throughout the nation.’” The final report filed in 
2008, “Commission on Racial Disparities in the Wiscon- 
sin Justice System,” though it consisted of an august 
group of committee members, when taken in its entire- 
ty seems more an exercise in how to baffle the public 
with bullshit rather that dazzle them with brilliance. 

There are some interesting facts in the report: In 
Wisconsin, approximately 15% of the population are 
people of color, while about 59% of those incarcerated 
are people of color. Also, in every department, from re- 
vocations to residents in prisons (regardless of wheth- 
er the statistic reflects juveniles or adults), people of 
color top the list except when it comes to “alternatives 
to incarceration, community supervision, or probation” 
where white offenders are in the majority. 
PRISONERS LOCKED OUT OF DISCUSSION 

More disturbing is the scope of the report and what 
it did not discuss. One has to question any “allegedly 
extensive investigation” that fails to include the parties 
that the report is meant to address. 

Wisconsin now incarcerates about 22,000 prison- 
ers in six maximum, eight medium and a number of 
minimum security facilities, yet only racial disparities 
at one medium facility were reported. The University of 
Wisconsin’s report, filed five years later, gives a more 
chilling picture and the most chilling aspect is how in- 
carceration is affecting the social and cultural dynam- 
ics of one area of Milwaukee. 

According to the report, “The heaviest concentra- 
tions” of released and incarcerated adults were in Mil- 

For disability rights 

Chicago — On May 26, a group of 14 people from 
Chicago ADAPT went to Springfield, 111., to push for 
the passage of House Bill #349 whose purpose is to 
make the 5% temporary personal income tax in Illinois 
permanent. Without that happening, we face huge cuts 
in home services for the disabled and elderly and other 
social services. Home healthcare hours could be drasti- 
cally cut and personal assistants, who work with the 
disabled, risk loosing our jobs. 

We met with people from the Service Employees 
International Union and other groups who came to join 
the fight. While some visited their legislators to push 
for passage of the bill, many of us attended and dis- 
rupted several budget meetings the House was having. 
We demanded that they talk about the bill, and when 
they refused, we started chanting and refused to leave. 

At one point, a small group of us pushed our 
way into the Governor’s office and were met by 
the Capitol Police with their dogs. When we still 
refused to leave, they finally sent someone from 
the Governor’s office to talk to us. 

We handed out thousands of leaflets asking people 
to support the bill and talked to people about why we 
were there. We demonstrated inside until closing time 
and then some of us refused to leave. Eight people were 
arrested, but were let go shortly after. The Capitol Po- 
lice admitted they didn’t know what to do with the ones 
who were arrested, especially those in wheelchairs. 

After a candlelight vigil outside the Capitol 
the next day, we found that the bill did not pass. 
Instead, the house voted in a budget that includes 
$70 million in cuts to home services. Some people 
went back the next day to try and convince the 
Senate to not pass the budget bill. 

I had an opportunity to talk about how, under 
capitalism, we have lost — and will continue to lose — 
the gains we have fought for so hard in the Disability 
Rights Movement, as we have in the Women’s Libera- 
tion Movement and other battles for social change. De- 
pending on reforms and the government to make the 
changes we need is ultimately a losing battle under 
capitalism and we need something else to insure that 
the new world we are fighting for becomes a reality. 

— S.R. 



Pelican Bay - 
HIP 


Art by Michael Russell, Pelic an Bay SHU 


On prison and race 

waukee’s north side and near south side neighborhoods. 
In the poorest neighborhoods, incarceration has become 
a way of life, and two-thirds of the incarcerated African- 
American men hailing from Milwaukee come from six 
zip codes surrounding the Center City, while 90% per- 
cent hail from 15 zip codes that reflect the racial and 
economic segregation of Milwaukee County. 

One of the hardest hit neighborhoods had so 
many Black males who had been previously or 
currently incarcerated, that nearly every resi- 
dential block had multiple numbers of people 
with prison records. 

Financially, Wisconsin allocates more money to 
corrections than it does to the whole University of Wis- 
consin higher education system. 

The vestiges of slavery will forever be a stain on 
the moral character of this nation, and pretending that 
it never existed or that we have evolved to a point that 
race is not really an issue exacerbates and perpetuates 
racial disparity. Only through a comprehensive dia- 
logue can we shine the light on those issues and per- 
haps realize that we are more alike than we’d like to 
believe. 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

in the Maidan Nezaleznosti (Independence Square) 
occupation in Ukraine’s capital, Kiev. 

We need to return to Maidan to examine the pro- 
found though contradictory occupation that arose in 
late November, developed against extensive government 
repression in December, January, and February, result- 
ing in the ouster of President Viktor F. Yanukovych on 
Feb. 21. As we noted in the March-April issue of News 
& Letters : “The Ukraine that began to hear and speak 
for itself in the Maidan was made up of both Ukrainian 
and Russian speakers; it included historic Jewish and 
Muslim minorities; and significant parts were played 
by feminists and LGBT activists — examples of new hu- 
man relations that must be expanded further.” 

This is not to say that that movement was 
without contradictory elements. Bourgeois poli- 
ticians were attempting to co-opt the occupation 
for narrow electoral politics (and in some senses 
have succeeded in the election of Poroshenko). 
As well, we pointed to the danger of a nationalist, 
anti-emancipatory right representing a serious 
threat to the movement. 

Yet what much of the so-called Left in the West 
and elsewhere have been blind to, is the seeds of self- 
determination born in Maidan and which continue to 
struggle to grow amidst the obfuscating big power oc- 
cupations and maneuvers, the oligarchs’ consolidation 
of power, and fascist rhetoric of the right. 

THOSE IN MAIDAN SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES 

In April progressive Maidan occupiers in Kiev or- 
ganized a conference, The Left and the Maidan, to dis- 
cuss their experiences. (See report on page 5.) Partici- 
pants included independent trade union activists and 
miners who had participated in Maidans where they 
lived. One of the organizers, Denis Pilas, said in part: 

“ The international Left should not succumb to any 
kind of geopolitics or support of ‘lesser-evil’ imperialism. 
Instead, it should campaign against both the militaris- 
tic and adventurous policy of both the U.S. and Russia. 
It should be a genuine anti-war movement, against a 
possible civil war in Ukraine as well. It should oppose 
the conservative, authoritarian and oligarchic regime of 
Putin in Russia, and be in solidarity with leftists per- 
secuted by it.” (http://rs21.org.uk/2014/04/24/the-left- 
and-maidan-interview-with-ukrainian-socialist-denis- 
pilas/) 

One group within the Ukrainian Left, “Left Oppo- 
sition,” published “Manifesto: 10 Theses of the Leftist 
Opposition in Ukraine.” Their introduction said in part: 

“Our hope is that the protest movement, spurred to 
action by social injustice (the average salary in Ukraine 
is 2 to 2.5 times lower than in Russia and Belarus, and 
much lower than in the EU), might ultimately eradi- 
cate the root causes of this injustice. We believe that 
the cause of most social problems is the oligarchy that 
formed as a result of unbridled capitalism and corrup- 
tion. It is important to limit the egotistic interests of 
our oligarchs, instead of relying on the help of Russia 
or the IMF, with the consequent national dependence. 
We believe that it is harmful to add our voices to the de- 
mands for Euro -integration; instead, we need to clearly 
delineate the changes necessary to support the interests 
of ordinary citizens, especially hired laborers.” (http:// 
www.criticatac.ro/lefteast/manifesto-left-opposition-in- 
ukraine/) 

Ousting Yanukovych certainly did not produce 
any meaningful new beginning for Ukraine. However, 
within a conflicted Maidan, there was a crucial minor- 
ity who strove to plant seeds for such a new beginning. 
We cannot allow that to be lost in a rush to “take sides” 
with false alternatives that lead nowhere but to the 
continuation of class rule, with its racist, sexist, homo- 
phobic expressions. 
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De Blasio’s phony housing policies 


New York — When new Mayor Bill de Blasio was cam- 
paigning, his pledge was to end the “two cities” here, 
one of the rich and one of the rest of us. And a major 
component of that was to address the housing problem. 
Some may contend that not enough time has passed 
to give his efforts a 
fair evaluation, but 
the facts argue oth- 
erwise. 

One of his first 
choices to head 
the City Council 
was a councilwom- 
an from Spanish 
Harlem and the 
South Bronx, Me- 
lissa Mark-Viverito 
who has been de- 
nounced by low in- 
come groups in her 
district for being a 
force behind gentri- 
fication and forcing 
long-time residents 
of both communities 
out and replacing 
them with upper-class professionals willing to pay high 
rents that regular people cannot afford. 
‘AFFORDABLE HOUSING’ IS NOT 

De Blasio gave his consent to the construction of 
high-rise luxury apartment buildings on the East River 
in Astoria Queens, where, of the 2,500 proposed units, 
only 400 will be “affordable housing.” This is not even 
the 80/20 formula that Bloomberg used. 

In a major development in Brooklyn, on the site 
of an old Domino sugar factory, de Blasio’s housing 
czar made a big deal of the fact that the builder of two 
high-rise towers had increased the number of “afford- 
able units” from 400 to 700. However “affordable units” 
would be restricted to families of four or more making 
more than $60,000 a year. 

De Blasio has sent a clear signal that housing 
for the truly low income, seniors, people on So- 
cial Security or SSI (Supplemental Security In- 
come), and homeless people will be a low priority 
of his administration. That section of New York’s 
population needs subsidized housing where only 
a percentage of their monthly income is used for 
rent and utilities. There has been no indication 
of any plan to build tens of thousands of units of 
subsidized housing, even though there are more 
than 50,000 homeless people in New York City, 
and tens of thousands more who live the precari- 
ous lifestyle of “couch surfing,” i.e., having no 
permanent place to live. 

Although de Blasio had campaigned on improving 
the housing projects owned by the City, one of his first 
actions as mayor was to visit a City housing project in 
Harlem and announce that a part of it would be placed 
on the open market, with open market rents — a giant 
step towards the eventual privatization of the City pub- 
lic housing system. 

Nowhere is there any serious effort to end the 
blight of urban homelessness. His plans to reserve 750 
public housing units for homeless families is short of 
the 2,500 some advocates and elected officials would 
like to see set aside. The number of New Yorkers in 
shelters is now close to 53,000 — and 23,000 of those 
are children. Roughly 5,000 apartments of the more 
than 178,000 units run by the NYC Housing Authority 
become vacant each year. The number of people on their 
waiting list is about 247,000. 

REAL ESTATE LOBBY CALLING THE SHOTS 

Some point to the allegedly massive housing pro- 
gram of de Blasio as evidence of his good faith. But even 



this multi-billion dollar plan falls far short of what the 
city needs. For example, one columnist noted that in 
the plan’s 80,000 new apartments, developers would be 
required to include 50% “middle income” apartments — 
more accurately, for the upper middle class, designat- 
ed for households 
with incomes of 
roughly $100,000 
to $140,000, and 
renting for $2,500 
to $3,500. Another 
30% would be for 
“moderate income” 
households, who 
make $67,000 to 
$100,000; these 
would rent for about 
$1,700 to $2,500. 
The remaining 20% 
would be for “very 
low income” house- 
holds, those making 
less than $42,000. 

And where 
would the money 
come from? Of the 
$41 billion that de 
Blasio says will be committed to his project over 
the next decade, the vast majority, $30 billion, is 
to come from “private funds,” that is, the real es- 
tate lobby that put him in office in the first place. 
You can be sure that sector will not be investing 
in subsidized housing for the very poor. 

But even in relation to the already existing public 
housing projects, de Blasio has said that his first focus 
will be improving the security systems at the projects, 
not taking units out of mothballs, repairing them, and 
renting them out at subsidized prices. In fact, one of the 
ironies is that the City of New York is one of the big- 
gest owners of vacant but habitable apartments, a fact 
which came out when Bloomberg was mayor, but which 
has been forgotten. 

So what is the bottom line? For tens of thousands 
of the homeless, people with low incomes, immigrants 
who sleep ten to a room in illegal basements because 
that is all they can afford, and senior citizens, de Bla- 
sio’s housing plan is a big zero. — M.G. 


Sam Greenlee 

The late Sam Greenlee (1930 - 2014) is best known 
today for his classic 1969 novel The Spook Who Sat by 
the Door. This story of Freeman, the first Black CIA 
agent, who returns to his Chicago neighborhood to or- 
ganize a revolutionary army of young Freedom Fight- 
ers, has survived as an underground classic. The 1973 
film of it, directed by actor Ivan Dixon, was pulled from 
theaters due to government pressure, but it too has 
survived through grassroots word of mouth. 

In his own life, Greenlee had worked in the U.S. In- 
formation Agency, traveling the world. In his posts from 
Bangladesh, Indonesia, and Greece he witnessed the 
prejudice and elitism that infected the representatives 
of imperialism. His second novel, Baghdad Blues (1976) 
was based on his experience of the 1958 revolution in 
Iraq. His worldview was rooted in the understanding 
that human beings weren’t things to be manipulated 
from above, but hungered for freedom. 

Sam Greenlee lived that insight as his truth. He 
could have risen in bourgeois politics. He had the gifts 
and the credentials. Instead, he chose to live in the 
neighborhood where he grew up, and with its people: 
“I spent the best part of a decade in post-colonial coun- 
tries. I was rubbing shoulders with actual soldiers of 
that revolution, which was global. And we were part of 
it. What a lot of people don’t want to recognize is how 
much we inspired Africans and Asians with our Civil 
Rights Movement.” 

— Tim Finnegan 
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http://mcbrooklyn.blogspot.com/201 1/10/occupy-wall-street-protesters-occupy.html 



New York protest Oct. 2, 2011, against Wall Street bailouts, joblessness, foreclosures, and 
war. Her sign reads: “Widow was screwed by Bank of America (Criminals).” 



Intersex voices 

Germany recognizes a third gender on legal docu- 
ments such as birth certificates. Australia’s Sex Dis- 
crimination Amendment Bill 2013 makes Intersex 
people a protected class, with no religious exemptions. 
In the U.S., Chicago’s Lurie Children’s Hospital has 
a Gender Identity Clinic which provides physical and 
mental healthcare and support for gender variant, in- 
cluding Intersex, children and their families. Around 
the world, organizations are forming to provide safe 
space and community for Intersex people, as well as ed- 
ucation and political action to secure full human rights. 

Recently, the World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the UN condemned the forced sterilization of a 
host of minorities including Intersex people. Their joint 
report, Eliminating forced, coercive and otherwise in- 
voluntary sterilization — an interagency statement , con- 
demns involuntary sterilization practices as “a viola- 
tion of fundamental human rights, including the right 
to health, the right to information, the right to privacy, 
the right to decide on the number and spacing of chil- 
dren, the right to found a family and the right to be free 
from discrimination.” Many countries force steriliza- 
tion on the minority populations cited in the report. In- 
voluntary sterilization of Intersex people occurs when 
an Intersex individual does not agree to the gender as- 
signed to him or her by his or her country. 

The report condemns the forced assignment 
of gender on Intersex infants and children by 
“corrective” or “gender normalizing” surgeries 
and treatments. Instead, the WHO and UN recom- 
mend that Intersex people be allowed to choose, 
or not choose, their gender when they reach an 
age, based on the individual, when they are able 
to make an informed decision with full and free 
consent and for Intersex people to be recognized 
as the gender they choose regardless of any sur- 
geries and treatments they may have undergone. 

The UN and WHO recommend training in gender 
and body diversity for healthcare providers and that pa- 
tients and their parents be well informed about the con- 
sequences of surgical and other medical interventions. 

In addition to calling for the repeal of all involun- 
tary sterilizations laws, the report strongly encourages 
individuals to have control over their own reproductive 
health, access to contraceptive services, information, 
support and medical records as well as ensuring non- 
discrimination. — Elise 


QUEERNOTES 


by Dee Perkins 

“The best way you can help somebody is by tell- 
ing them your story,” states Ricardo Amunjera in the 
short film “It’s All About Love,” (www.aidsalliance. 
org/itsallaboutlove), which introduces him and his 
husband Marc Themba to the world as Namibia’s first 
gay married couple. Launched May 17 for this year’s 
International Day Against Homophobia and Transpho- 
bia, the seven-minute documentary combines moving 
footage and still photography with gorgeous result. The 
couple speaks about their activism, their Christianity, 
their families, and their loving relationship in a coun- 
try where being gay is against the law (they married 
in South Africa just over a year ago). “We need to start 
thinking differently as Africans,” says Themba. Yes. 
And we need to start thinking differently about Afri- 
cans. This collaborative effort of the International HIV/ 
AIDS Alliance, Positive Vibes, and Out-Right Namibia 

furthers both of those goals. 

❖ * * 

Sex-reassignment surgery can no longer be cat- 
egorically denied to recipients of Medicare. The May 
30 announcement by the Department of Health and 
Human Services reverses the 1981 exclusion. The 
challenge to the ban was made by a civil rights law- 
yer along with the ACLU, Gay & Lesbian Advocates & 
Defenders and the National Center for Lesbian Rights 
on behalf of Denee Mallon, a 74-year-old army veteran 
whose doctors recommended genital reconstruction as 
treatment for her gender dysphoria, a medical condi- 
tion in which individuals suffer from serious conflict 
with their self-conception and their assigned biological 
sex. “The coverage exclusion is no longer reasonable,” 
wrote the appeals board, enabling officials to consider 
requests for coverage of the procedure, recognizing it as 
any other medically legitimate treatment. This is a vic- 
tory for transgender people in their fight for the right 

to access appropriate healthcare. 

* * * 

Laverne Cox, critically acclaimed actor and star of 
the Netflix series “Orange is the New Black,” graced 
the cover of Time’s June 9 issue as its first openly 
transgender person. The magazine has been criticized 
for not including Ms. Cox in its April list of 100 most 
influential people. The article, “The Transgender Tip- 
ping Point: America’s next civil rights frontier,” has 
generated much negative and positive discussion. Cox 
thwarted attempts to essentialize and truncate people’s 
aspirations: “There’s not just one trans story. There’s 
not just one experience,” she states in the interview. 
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Low-wage workers battle for justice 


continued from p. 1 

fast food workers, as opposed to using their energy to 
lobby for legislation like minimum wage increases, and 
to file lawsuits designed to weaken corporations’ huge 
legal advantages over unions. If they do try to unionize, 
fast food workers should be aware of a tactic popular 
with union bureaucrats, of which the SEIU is a past 
master: making agreements with management behind 
the backs of workers, including no-strike pledges and 
lobbying for pro-industry legislation in exchange for 
company promises of neutrality in organizing drives. 

An eyewitness report from one of the Fight for 
15 demonstrations captures the opposite attitudes 
of rank-and-file workers and bureaucrats. After a 
march to a McDonald’s in New York City, some 
of the workers tried to pour into the restaurant, 
only to be blocked by SEIU staff, who erected 
barriers. Union staff and police on one side of the 
barricade faced off against the workers. 2 

Given these opposite attitudes, neither community 
outreach nor hiring staff to organize new companies 
or industries 

can transform 

the character of 
unions controlled 
by the labor 
bureaucracy and 
open a new stage 
of workers’ self- 
organization. The 
way these unions 
tie themselves to 
the Democratic 
Party and channel 
worker energy into 
lobbying is only a 
corollary to this 
basic contradiction. 

The fact that 
some labor unions 
like SEIU are 
reaching out to new 
unorganized sectors 
doesn’t make them 
revolutionary, but it 
is not purely a reaction to the ruling class onslaught 
that has decimated their numbers — only one in 15 
private sector workers belong to unions, as against one 
in three in the 1950s. 

WORKERS’ DRIVE FOR SELF-ORGANIZATION 

The organizing is also a reflection of the fighting 
spirit and drive for self-organization brewing in the 
lower and deeper layers of the working class. We cannot 
know what forms of self-organization they will create, 
only that those cannot ultimately be contained within 
the existing union organizations. We do know that 
the idea of the new society is inherent in these class 
struggles, and that it needs to be made explicit as 
guiding force and a goal not left to the distant future. 
That idea is struggling to speak through all of the 
immediate freedom and class struggles, as against the 
bureaucracy’s efforts to write the script for workers to 
speak and act. 

Both the fast food and Walmart campaigns (the 
latter was started by the United Food and Commercial 
Workers) include lobbying for a higher minimum wage. 
The Republican Party has moved so far to the right 
that — although two-thirds of the electorate, including 
half of Republican voters, want the minimum wage 
raised — an important segment of the Party wants to 
abolish it, including likely Presidential contenders 
Rand Paul and Marco Rubio as well as the Koch 
brothers. For President Obama, it’s an easy place 
to take a stand, knowing a bill that would displease 
his corporate friends could never get through the 
Republican-controlled House. Nevertheless, Democrats 
in Alaska and Rhode Island voted to block minimum 
wage hikes in their states. 

Where the minimum has been raised, as in Seattle, 
it is after sustained agitation by workers. Even there, 
the loopholes include a “training wage” and exceptions 
for people with disabilities. 

Behind the push for a much higher minimum wage 
is not alone the fact that, adjusted for inflation, it has 
stayed below its levels of the 1960s and ’70s ever since 
Ronald Reagan became President. During the last three 
decades the whole economy has been restructured. 
Due to automation, union concessions, unionbusting 
and outsourcing, there has been a gradual shift from 
medium-wage to low-wage jobs, which turned into a 
tidal wave since the Great Recession hit in 2007. About 
40% of employed adults make less than the equivalent 
of the 1968 minimum wage. 

Growth in some high-wage jobs is deceptive. 
Workers attracted by North Dakota’s shale oil boom 
face a tremendous shortage of housing and healthcare, 
high rents and high prices for goods, scarce services, 
and the physical effects of hard and dangerous labor. 

The official unemployment figure, while still high, 
excludes the histo ric number of people counted out of 

2. “Chicago’s SEIU Arrest and the Story of a Stock Photo,” 

by JF, http://unityandstruggle.org/2014/05/10/chicagos-seiu- 
arrest-and-the-story-of-a-stock-photo/. 


the labor force. The percentage of adults who have jobs 
is lower than it has been since 1984, when women were 
still entering the workforce in unprecedented numbers. 

CAPITALISM ATTACKS WAGES AND HOURS 

Part-time employment is rising, with over 7 
million people involuntarily working part-time. The 
number of people unemployed for over six months has 
more than doubled since the recession began. Black 
unemployment, at 12.2%, is, as always, twice that of 
whites, while Black teen unemployment stands at 
34.5% and Hispanic teen unemployment is 24.4%. 

Consequently, median household income has 
sunk to $51,017 from $55,627 and the poverty rate has 
climbed, while the number of people receiving food 
stamps is up by 21 million since 2007. 

But money does not fully measure the 
alienating, stressful conditions of working-class 
life. Most jobs can be taken away at any moment, 
with no certainty of finding a new one. Foreclosure 
and eviction are lingering threats. Millions who 
do reach retirement age keep working because 

they cannot 

afford to retire. 
Retirement funds 
that survived the 
2008 crash are 
under attack by 
companies and 
governments. 3 

Many jobs 
colonize the time 
after work through 
cell phones, 

email, scheduling 
surprises or forced 
off-the-clock 
overtime. More 
time is devoured by 
bureaucracies like 
Medicaid, Veterans 
Affairs, courts and 
police. Parents 
worry about what 
will happen to kids 
in school in this 
trigger-happy land and after they graduate into a low- 
wage workforce expecting a worse life than their elders. 

PRISONERS IN U.S. SLAVE LABOR EMPIRE 

The prison system is an integral part of the 
mechanism of exploiting the working class. Conscious 
of their position in this system, Alabama prisoners held 
two labor strikes this year, with demands including 
wages for their labor. Before the state retaliated by 
throwing him into solitary, Melvin Ray, spokesperson 
for the Free Alabama Movement, said, 

“We sleep with rats and roaches. We work for 
free and eat slop unfit for human consumption. We 
serve decades in prison solely to provide free labor 
and without any real prospect for parole.... Alabama 
Department of Corrections is about free labor and the 
new slavery no one wants to talk about.” 

In the midst of the 1930s Great Depression, masses 
of workers shook the world with their sitdown strikes, 
creating the CIO and scaring the ruling class into 
making concessions to prevent revolution. Since the 
next global economic crisis in the 1970s, the capitalists 
have been destroying unions and turning back the gains 
made by labor as well as by women, Blacks and Latinos. 

The latest crisis starkly revealed what a state 
of decay this social system is in. This system 
based on accumulating surplus value, whose only 
source is labor, always drives toward extracting 
the maximum labor at the minimum costs, which 
today means both eliminating jobs and keeping 
down wages and benefits. 

It is easy to see how that is spelled out in the 
transformation of employment. What is necessary is 
to hear the voices of revolt, the subjective side of the 
transformation. They are the voices of humanity’s 
quest for universality, including at its core the quest 
of workers to liberate themselves from alienation, and 
to release labor as self-activity. It is that self-activity, 
in creative revolt and in establishing new human 
relations, in organization and in thought, that can so 
totally transform society and the individual that a free 
world on new human foundations can arise. 

3. See “Detroit Retirees Fight for Public Workers,” p. 3. 
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Student workers’ picket line blocks motorcyclist at University of Calif. Santa Cruz, Nov. 22, 
2013. Student workers shut down campus then and again in April, and threatened a finals 
week strike in June until a settlement was reached including a 17% wage increase, equal 
pay and benefits for undocumented grad students, bathroom access for Transgender and 
Genderqueer students, lactation stations, and improved childcare and maternity benefits. 


Free Speech Movement 

continued from p. 4 

saw the negative feeling of estrangement as the path 
to freedom; the only one that saw the positive in the 
negative not only as a philosophic abstraction, but as a 
human force for the reconstruction of society. 

Deriving the concept of alienation from Hegel, 
Marx did more than place it upright on materialistic 
foundations. He opposed the communists who 
vulgarized the materialism and rejected “bourgeois 
idealism.” Marx’s main opposition to Hegel was not 
his idealism; it was his dehumanization of the idea 
as if it were not part of man’s body, as if ideas could, 
indeed, float outside of the human being. Or, as Marx 
himself put it, and put in strictly Hegelian terms, 
Hegel “separated thinking from the subject,” even as 
capitalism has put “in place of all the physical and 
spiritual senses... the sense of possession, which is the 
simple alienation of all these senses. To such absolute 
poverty has human essence had to be reduced in order 
to give birth to its inner wealth!” 2 

In a word, Marx saw alienation as an essential 
dimension of history, characteristic of all class 
societies — based as they are on the division between 
mental and manual labor — and gaining its most 
monstrous form under capitalism: it is under 
“machinofacture” where the laborer becomes but a cog 
in the machine, so that not only his product is alienated 
from him, but so is his very activity. Once this is 
achieved, it is not only labor that suffers; all of 
society is demeaned and degraded, including 
its thought. The only way out is to reconstruct 
society on totally new beginnings: “To be radical 
is to grasp something at its roots. But for man 
the root is man himself.” 

It still is. And it is this precisely which the students 
have got hold of and are fighting for, and this is also 
the underlying, though not always acknowledged, 
philosophy of the Negro revolution.... 

What needs to be stressed now is that a new 
generation of radicals is born not only through such 
activities as the sit-in, the picket line, the strike, but 
also through the activity of thinking. It should 
be unnecessary to add that the mental alertness and 
social aspiration, more than the marginal social status, 
impelled the students into the FSM and such new bold 
forms of revolt as “civil disobedience.” Of course, they 
“took it” from the Civil Rights Movement, but placing 
it on a university campus, means that the whole so- 
called academic community, and not only at Berkeley, 
will never be the same. 

The philosophic aspect, moreover, adds a 
new dimension to the very movement which gave 
the FSM its impetus: the Civil Rights Movement. 
It is this which must not be reconfined, not even 
in activism. 

Our age of state-capitalism with the administrative 
mentality so inherent in it, shows us, over and over 
again, that, despite the appearance of opposites, 
reconfinement and activism can and do meet 
to form the evasion so characteristic of modern 
intellectuals, including those who do see the ills 
of the world and do oppose the status quo.... 

As the revolutions that have soured have proved, 
it is impossible to create a new society where the mode 
of labor rests on the same division between mental and 
manual labor that underpins all class societies. 

When the very fate of mankind, not just 
rhetorically, but actually, is within orbit of an 
intercontinental ballistic missile, the job cannot be 
left in the hands of the intellectual elite, not even 
the Other Academia. The whole of Other America 
is involved and must move to the front center of the 
historic stage. The Negro revolution and the FSM have 
opened new roads to freedom. But the task to make 
freedom a reality remains. It is the task of the whole. 
All energies, theoretical as well as practical, emotional 
as well as spiritual, are needed for the arduous labor 
of reconstructing society on new foundations. It is 
the human project. It cannot brook any new division 
between the activity of thinking and the activity of 
revolution. The urgency of our lives and times demands 
that all “philosophic absolutes” come down to earth. 

The todayness of the theory of liberation that is 
the Humanism of Marxism is this: it has never isolated 
itself in any ivory towers, nor flown to other planets to 
avoid facing reality. This freedom philosophy is in the 
events of the day. When concretized for our day, Marxist- 
Humanism puts into words what every activist knows 
is true as he battles the power structure which stands 
in the way of freedom. It becomes imperative therefore 
to work out a new unity of thought and action which 
can release the vast untapped energies of mankind, 
their innate talents so that the new human dimension, 
inherent in the old society, can finally emerge and 
make freedom a reality. 

June 1965 

Detroit, Michigan 

2. I’m using my own translation of the Humanist Essays 
which first appeared as Appendices to the 1958 edition of 
Marxism and Freedom, but these essays can also be gotten 
in paperback edition of Erich Fromm’s Marx's Concept of 
Man. 
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Tiananmen Massacre 25 years later 


Right wins in Europe 

It’s been dubbed a “political earthquake” that has 
struck the heart of the European Parliament. Yet this 
surprising victory for the right — where Britain’s own 
United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP) made 
unprecedented electoral gains — signifies not merely 
disillusionment with mainstream politics, but growing 
intolerance across Europe. 

Defeating both the ruling Coalition of Conservative 
and Liberal Democratic Parties, UKIP also outpaced 
the Labour Party (LP) opposition in securing almost 
30% of votes for the European Parliament. 

Since its founding in 1993, UKIP has been firm- 
ly Eurosceptic, viewing membership in the European 
Union as the cause of a myriad of social ills from illegal 
immigration to economic instability. Yet UKIP ballot 
box success is new. 

After years of dissatisfaction under Prime Minister 
Tony Blair’s “New Labour” project, the now ruling Co- 
alition of Liberal Democrats and Conservatives viewed 
their ascension in 2010 as evidence of the electorate’s 
rejection of the LP. Yet the LP persists as a political 
force, despite its indecisive current leader, Ed Miliband, 
who continues to pose as a moderate in the face of per- 
ceived trade union militancy. 

The failure to formulate a credible opposition to 
the Coalition permitted UKIP leader, Nigel Farage, to 
take advantage of the disillusionment of the electorate 
and ferment a nationalism opposed not only to the Eu- 
ropean Union, but foreign influences in general. 

UKIP high-flyers were exposed as racist, 
some throwing homophobia into the mix, in a 
series of comments marking the party as perme- 
ated with intolerance. From the idiotic ravings of 
the now suspended UKIP councillor David Silves- 
ter, who blamed recent flooding on god’s anger at 
gay marriage, to the bigoted “send the lot back” 
anti-immigrant ranting of Victoria Ayling, UKIP 
is far beyond opposition to the EU. 

While their electoral manifesto was dismissed as 
“a list of things that annoy people” by New Statesman 
writer Alex Andreou, the UKIP spokesman for small 
businesses, Amjad Bashir, has some clear ideas. Oppos- 
ing the minimum wage, paid vacations, working time 
directives and maternity leave, Bashir shows UKIP is 
no friend to workers and is a threat to the gains made 
by the British labour movement. 

UKIP represents a current of thought amidst Brit- 
ish business that resents EU for enshrining a raft of 
labour-friendly benefits in UK law. The real class force 
behind the anti-EU crusade is an embittered clique of 
businessmen and conservative politicians, exploiting 
racism and fear for their anti-worker agenda. 

Yet Britain’s organised working class still tenta- 
tively supports the LP, which made gains in local elec- 
tions and multiple council seats at the expense of the 
right, only being overtaken by UKIP in elections to the 
European Parliament. 

The soft approach of LP leaders has exacer- 
bated the political confusion so ably taken advan- 
tage of by UKIP. Far from opposing Conservative 
attacks on welfare, Ed Miliband said his party 
would continue with such austerity policies, al- 
beit it in a less severe form. 

What happens next depends on the trade unions. 
Len McCluskey, head of Unite, the largest union in Brit- 
ain, announced plans to form a new party if Miliband 
doesn’t change his policy of acquiescence. If a new po- 
litical force for trade unionism emerges, it could under- 
cut the far right with arguments of substance, worker 
militancy and cosmopolitan anti-capitalism. It could 
address the growth of the European right by organis- 
ing renewed ties with trade unions across borders, not 
just to oppose transnational capital, but to answer the 
rightist onslaught with a systematic defence of labour, 
immigrants, women and ethnic minorities. 

Whatever the case, the far right have again thrown 
down the gauntlet to the only force now capable and will- 
ing to take them on: the organised labour movement. It’s 
up to us to answer the challenge. Dan Read 


Crowds filled Hong Kong’s Victoria Park on June 
4 to remember the massacre in Tiananmen Square 25 
years ago. Under Hong Kong’s separate administration 
they bore witness to the two-month-long mass move- 
ment of students and work- 
ers that spread to city after 
city across China, and to 
those who had been killed 
when state-capitalist au- 
thorities sent in the army 
against demonstrators in 
Beijing and Chengdu on 
June 4, 1989. Police at- 
tempts to minimize the 
impact of Hong Kong’s me- 
morial were made trans- 
parent by its official count: 
instead of the organizers’ 
count of 180,000, including 
youth not born in 1989, officials gave, not a nice round 
100,000, but 99,500! 

In Beijing the crowds at Tiananmen Square were 
the police, arrayed to thwart even individual acts of 
commemoration. Some Western news outlets “proved” 
the government claim that the average Chinese citizen 
is ignorant of the Tiananmen massacre by question- 
ing people in public at the very time that even a tweet 
mentioning it could get one jailed. But the heavy police 
presence constituted an inadvertent reminder. 

Those who had occupied Tiananmen Square had 
ample links to the long tradition of revolutionary oppo- 
sition to Mao Zedong and post-Mao China. During the 

NYC educators rally 

New York — More than 300 teachers — as well as edu- 
cation personnel, parents, students, and community 
leaders and supporters — from New York City and other 
parts of the tri-state area concerned about education 
inequalities rallied outside New York City’s City Hall. 

In a “Take Back Our Schools” rally, we demanded 
that the new de Blasio administration put its money 
where its mouth was during the election by sharply 
curbing the use of charter schools, by turning back 
the corporatization of education that was begun by the 
Bloomberg administration, and by putting a halt to 
the use of standardized testing to evaluate school and 
teachers (see May-June 2014 N&L for details on recent 
protests against the standardized tests in New York). 

The Pearson education testing machine was de- 
nounced by over 20 speakers, as was Governor Cuomo 
for his embrace of charter schools, the Common Core 
educational standards and teacher evaluations. A 
spokeswoman for noted educator Diane Ravitch read 
her statement that energized the crowd, where she 
denounced all that was wrong with the new corporate 
model of education and encouraged the crowd to fight 
for justice in education. 

As Ravitch put it: “If you hate tests that make 
children cry, shout out loud, shout NO MORE! If 
you think that children spend too many hours 
getting tested, shout NO MORE! If you think that 
children should not be forced to spend six hours 
to take tests in reading and math, shout NO 
MORE! If you think that teachers should write 
their own tests, instead of Pearson getting $32 
million to write lousy tests, shout NO MORE! If 
you hate the idea that the city has to pay rent 
for schools run by billionaires, shout NO MORE! 
If you think that charters should pay their own 
rent, shout NO MORE! If you think that co-loca- 
tions are a terrible idea, shout NO MORE!” 

Other speakers who were explicitly revolutionary 
attacked the very essence of the education system un- 
der capitalism and a representative of the New York 
Student Union also spoke. There was music and sing- 
ing by the crowd and a lot of cheering. Following the 
rally, most of us marched to the New York City Depart- 
ment of Education. — Retired Teacher, New York 


so-called Cultural Revolution after 1966, which Raya 
Dunayevskaya had called a preventive counter-revolu- 
tion by Mao, a generation of Red Guards used Marx 
himself to demonstrate the failings of Mao’s China. 

A key theoretician of 
Mao, Wang Ruoshui, by un- 
dertaking an assignment 
to debunk the humanism 
of Marx as East Europeans 
were discussing it, became 
instead a developer of Marx- 
ist humanism in opposition to 
state-capitalism. 

Students in 1989 marked 
the death of former Party 
chairman Hu Yaobang on 
April 15 by resuming the 
movement for freedom and 
democracy that had criss- 
crossed China in 1986-87 until it had been suppressed, 
especially in Shanghai and Beijing, and Deng Xiaop- 
ing’s chosen successor Hu had been forced from power. 

By mid-May millions of students and workers oc- 
cupied Tiananmen Square and hundreds of other cit- 
ies. Martial law was precipitated not only by a widening 
hunger strike on the Square, but by workers forming the 
Beijing Workers Autonomous Federation independent 
of state/Party/army control. Only the intervention of 
Beijing citizens halted the movement of troops to clear 
the Square, and delayed the bloodshed until June 4. 

The China of 1989 based on state-run industry 
looks far different today as much of that state prop- 
erty was spun off into the hands of insiders and inter- 
national capital has exploited China’s labor power to 
turn it into the world’s workshop. But the escalation 
of strikes in electronics and auto, or the massive strike 
of over 40,000 workers in the Yue Yuen shoe factory in 
Dongguan, demonstrates workers’ historical memory 
and the continuity of workers’ resistance. The fact that 
the army that once protected state power at Tianan- 
men Square is now sent in to that shoe factory to break 
a strike against a foreign capitalists’ enterprise dem- 
onstrates that the same obstacle to workers’ freedom 
still remains to be overcome. — Bob McGuire 


YOUTH * ACTION 


by Michael Gilbert 

The International Student Initiative for Pluralist 
Economics (ISIPE), with branches in 19 countries in- 
cluding the U.S., rejects the uniformity of the so-called 
Chicago School of economists who are staunch free 
market advocates. The dominance of narrow free-mar- 
ket theories at top universities harms the world’s abil- 
ity to confront financial instability and climate change. 
ISIPE argues that economics courses are failing wider 
society. The students, who formed 41 protest groups in 
universities from Britain and the U.S. to Brazil and 
Russia, say the curriculum should include analysis of 
the financial crash. Their manifesto states: “The lack of 
intellectual diversity does not only restrain education 
and research. It limits our ability to contend with the 
multidimensional challenges of the 21st century — from 

financial stability to food security and climate change.” 

* * * 

Che Cafe is a worker owned and run cooperative 
that has featured live music and food since 1980 at the 
University of California, San Diego. Recently, UCSD 
administration tried to shut the cafe. They received 
the support of Fox News, who hate anything associated 
with Che Guevara. On May 23, the Associated Students 
(student government), who control student finances, 
voted in executive session with no public participation 
to deny funding to the cafe, effectively shutting it down. 
Afterwards, one of the students on the board said, “The 
committee was just manipulated by people who do not 
want the Che Cafe to be at the university anymore.” 
The cafe’s supporters vowed to continue the fight and 
search for a new venue where they can present the kind 

of punk-indie-DIY music they are famous for. 

* * * 

A student in Beaconsville High School in Montreal, 
Canada, was suspended for wearing shorts on a hot 
day. The student, Lindsey Stocker, put up handmade 
posters around the school saying: “Don’t humiliate her 
because she is wearing shorts. It’s hot outside. Instead 
of shaming girls for their bodies, teach boys that girls 
are not sexual objects.” 

* * * 

Australia’s students were angered by proposed 
fee increases, some to be doubled or more by 2016. At 
the University of Sydney, Australia’s Foreign Minister, 
Julie Bishop, was confronted by a group of students 
chanting: “No cuts, no fees, no corporate universities.” 
Her security team reacted with violence, dragging stu- 
dents down stone stairs. Chanting students also con- 
fronted education minister Christopher Pyne when he 
appeared on the popular television program Q&A. In 
the interests of true democracy, the show went off the 
air until security personnel removed the protestors. 


From Marxism and Freedom : 



“[S]ix weeks after the open forums 
first started, the Communist rulers 
called an abrupt halt to the ‘100 flow- 
ers’ campaign. Mao’s original speech, 
‘Let 100 flowers bloom, let 100 schools 
of thought contend,’ was intended for 
intellectuals only. Nevertheless the 
limited freedom expanded itself. [Mao] 
delivered a new speech, ‘On the Correct 
Handling of Contradictions Among the 
People.’ The right to free expression 
ended abruptly, ruthlessly.” 

Order your copy for only $25 + $4 postage from 
News & Letters, 228 South Wabash Ave., Suite 230, 
Chicago, IL 60604 USA 
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Iraq is key to today’s imperialism 


continued from p. 1 

sectarian religious differences, to downplaying women’s 
rights, the U.S. occupation was a disaster for Iraq. 

Ironically, Maliki’s growing authoritarianism, 
which has now blown up in his face, is a vestige of that 
U.S. occupation. His calls for U.S. military aid, in tan- 
dem with his calls for Iranian help, reflect his desire 
for the military power to once 
again freeze social relations 
in their place. ISIS’s preten- 
sions to statehood are actually 
similar to Maliki’s own in that 
respect. Both are far removed 
from any concept of freedom. 

A LONG EXPERIMENT 

For U.S. rulers in particu- 
lar, Iraq has been a long ex- 
periment in the failed attempt 
to create a manageable post- 
Cold War imperialist order. It’s 
worth remembering how little 
opposition the first Bush’s 
1991 Gulf War met. The U.N., 

Russia, Hafez al-Assad’s Syria 
all signed off on that dirty little exercise. It was their 
green light that forced Bush to allow Saddam to crush 
the Iraqi people’s revolt that erupted following Iraq’s 
expulsion from Kuwait. 

While the Kurds were able to gain a no-fly zone, 
and thus a safe haven in northern Iraq, the rest of the 
population was subjected to years of cruel and debilitat- 


Colombia’s Election and ‘Peace’ 

“The majority of people voted not for Santos but for 
the peace process that Santos represents,” commented 
one Colombian election observer. Two right-of-center 
candidates battled: President Juan Manuel Santos, 
seeking re-election, and Oscar Ivan Zuluaga, a candi- 
date even further to the right. Peace negotiations with 
the armed guerrilla group the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC) were the main issue. What 
was clear from the run-off election is two-fold: Colombi- 
ans are finished supporting the unending war that has 
consumed the country and its resources for decades; 
and a powerful extreme right, under former militaris- 
tic President Alvaro Uribe, won 45% of the vote and 
is intent on setting up further obstacles to any peace 
process short of military victory. No mere election, nor 
even a negotiated settlement, can resolve the nation’s 
deep social problems of economic inequality and rac- 
ism. 

Zapatista Activist Assassinated 

In the Zapatista community of La Realidad in the 
Mexican state of Chiapas, paramilitary groups with 
connections to political parties and the state govern- 
ment carried out the murder of long-time Zapatista 
activist and teacher, Jose Luis Lopez Solis, known as 
Galeano. More than a dozen other La Realidad commu- 
nity members were wounded, and a clinic and a school 
destroyed. 

The Zapatista response has been massive — not to 
take up arms in vengeance with its danger of Mexican 


ing sanctions. This sanctions regime, enforced mainly 
under President Clinton’s watch, killed countless thou- 
sands of Iraqi children, cut Iraq off from culture and 
science, and devastated the economy. It did, essentially, 
nothing to inconvenience Saddam and his circle, as his 
many palaces testified. 

Saddam sold oil under the table, and kept an al- 
ternative cul- 
ture of foreign 
journalists and 
small regional 
Baath parties 
on his payroll, 
while the Iraqi 
people starved. 
It is important 
to keep this 
larger picture 
in mind as this 
long experi- 
ment in cyni- 
cism unravels, 
to avoid the 
pull of any op- 
pressive ideology that seeks to recreate inhuman social 
relations. 

HUMAN POWER vs. IMPERIALISM 

The long Kurdish struggle for self-determination, 
the Arab Spring-inspired occupations among the 
Sunni, the thirst for dignity and social justice among 
the Shi’a, and the many and insistent calls for anti- 


state forces entering, but in continuing a mobilization 
for life. Thousands attended a memorial service. The 
Zapatistas’ Comandates Marcos and Moises spoke. 
Marcos declared that he will “cease to exist,” and will 
become Subcomandante Insurgente Galeano. Plans 
are in process to fund-raise globally to construct a new 
clinic and school, to hold a National Congress of Indig- 
enous in August, and to continue to invite supporters to 
participate in “Freedom according to the Zapatistas” in 
their Little School. 

World Cup Shows Other Brazil 

Against all the madness of the World Cup, it is 
necessary to see another Brazil: a Brazil of continuing 
poverty, racism, extreme inequality, police and army re- 
pression, but most especially a Brazil of social protest. 
In the period leading up to the World Cup, and indeed 
during the games, we have seen a subway strike in Sao 
Paulo affecting millions; teachers on strike in Rio state; 
and massive street demonstrations against government 
corruption and World Cup spending — an estimated $11 
billion cost of hosting the tournament. “Why does a city 
like Manaus need an expensive and luxurious stadium 
when a few meters away there’s a neighborhood, Alvo- 
rada, without sidewalks and treated sewage?” asked 
one Manaus writer. Rio has seen mass evictions of 
slum residents for World Cup construction projects. At- 
tempts to “clean up” these poor crime-ridden neighbor- 
hoods with massive police and army invasions resulted 
in many deaths. Welcome to the World Cup, with the 
2016 Olympics on the horizon. 

— Eugene Walker 


sectarianism, for women’s rights, for labor solidarity, 
all these and more are forces calling for the construc- 
tion of a new Iraq and a new world. They also call for a 
major rethinking on the part of much of the Left. 

It is vital, for revolutionaries, to see how the people 
of Iraq have foiled the post-Cold War effort of world im- 
perialism to create its stable order. It is by no accident 
that the same forces that have united to oppose the Syr- 
ian Revolution are scrambling now to influence events 
in Iraq. Failing to grasp the immensity of what the Iraqi 
people have done — against all odds — has led many to 
despair of the very idea of revolutionary change. 

It has led would-be revolutionaries to fail to com- 
prehend how the humanism of the Syrian Revolution 
has proved the necessity of opposing all reactionary 
powers. The war threatened by both ISIS and Maliki’s 
sectarianism will prove that truth yet again. 

Turkish miners killed 

“ Johnny Miner, you were born / Never to see the ris- 
ing dawn . . . ” — Ed Pick ford 

On May 13, an explosion in a coal mine in Soma, 
Turkey, claimed the lives of 301 miners. That’s the of- 
ficial figure, although some think the number of dead 
may have been even higher. In any case, there is good 
reason to distrust the Turkish government. 

Turkey is the most dangerous place on earth in 
which to be a coal miner. Last year, miners had protest- 
ed poor safety conditions across the country. In 2012, 
78 miners died in accidents; in 2013, 95 died. The Soma 
disaster is the country’s worst so far. 

PROFIT IS A CRUEL GOD 

The mine lacked a usable safe area, of the kind 
that allowed 33 Chilean miners to survive in the 2010 
San Jose Mine collapse. Executives of Soma Mining 
have provisionally been charged with “causing multi- 
ple deaths through negligence.” The formerly publicly- 
owned mine had been privatized a decade ago, and its 
management has cut production costs from $140 to $24 
per ton. This has been made easier for these capitalists 
by a lack of safety rules and inspections. 

The free-market ideology masked as religion rep- 
resented by Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan showed 
itself in his outrageous statement that “What hap- 
pened, happened. It is from God.” He added, “If you 
boo the Prime Minister, you get slapped.” His security 
guards were then filmed beating a protesting miner to 
the ground. Other protestors were met with tear gas 
and water cannons, with an unknown number being 
arrested — the government refused to give figures. Pro- 
tests did spread to Istanbul and Ankara, connecting to 
the Gezi Park freedom movement. 

TREE MARKET’ KILLS WORLDWIDE 

On May 12, meanwhile, in Brody Mine No. 1 in 
Wharton, West Virginia, two miners were killed when 
the roof of the mine collapsed on them. Brody Mine had 
over 180 safety violations cited in the last year. The 
Labor Department could have taken out an injunction 
against the operators, but that has only ever happened 
once — against Massey Energy in 2010, after the Big 
Branch disaster that killed 29. 

That is a telling example of how the ruling class 
will sometimes enforce public safety regulations only in 
order to avoid them later. While capitalism continues to 
exist, it will continue to destroy both workers’ lives and 
the earth’s environment. 



Ramadi, Iraq, 2013. The Maliki government’s heavy-handed crushing of the Sunni 
protest camp this year was a key factor in the current uprising. 


Latin America’s people in view and in motion 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an or- 
ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its 
private property form as in the U.S., and in its 
state property form that appeared as the Rus- 
sian Revolution was transformed into its op- 
posite. That retrogression anticipated the next 
stage of development — the age of state-capi- 
talism. We stand for a society of new human 
relations, what Marx called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au- 
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation — activities which signaled 
a new movement from practice that was itself 
a form of theory. News & Letters was created 
so that the voices of revolt could be heard un- 
separated from the articulation of a philosophy 
of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya ( 1 9 1 0- 1 987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit- 
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1 907- 1 983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Jour- 
nal, was editor of the paper from 1 955 to 1 983. 

The articulation of the relationship be- 


tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs- 
kaya’s three major works. 

Marxism and Freedom, from 1 776 until To- 
day (1958), established the American roots of 
Marxism while presenting a comprehensive 
attack on present-day Communism, which 
is a form of state-capitalism. It re-established 
Marxism in its original form as “a thorough- 
going Naturalism or humanism,” while point- 
ing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed 
by the working class. It presented history and 
theory as emanating from the movement from 
practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar- 
tre and from Marx to Mao ( 1 973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it histori- 
cally, caught the link of continuity with the Hu- 
manism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, 
the integration of dialectics and organization 
reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age 
and the passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and 
Marx's Philosophy of Revolution ( 1 982) explores 


Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the “new moments” of his last decade. 
Written for our time of revolutions in devel- 
oping countries, the rise of the international 
women’s liberation movement, and global eco- 
nomic crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to 
make real Marx’s “revolution in permanence” 
as the determinant for the relationship of theo- 
ry and practice and as ground for organization. 

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civili- 
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way freedom road between 
the U.S. and Africa. 

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo- 
sophic breakthrough — her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes — and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human- 
ism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de- 
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 


revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 
to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present.The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevs- 
kaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec- 
tion — Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its 
World Development, deposited at Wayne State 
University in Detroit and available to all. 

We aim to continue to develop Marxist- 
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of orga- 
nization rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: “It is our aim... to pro- 
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks 
and other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We do 
not separate mass activities from the activity 
of thinking. Send for a free copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 





WORKSHOPTALKS 


Nurses vs. Kaiser 


Israel decimates Gaza as world 
faces global counter-revolutions 


by Htun Lin 


Contract bargaining has begun between the Cali- 
fornia Nurses Association (CNA) and Kaiser Perman- 
ente. CNA has steadfastly rejected management’s de- 
mand to hold negotiations in closed sessions. 

CNA stated in a position letter that contract bar- 
gaining sessions have always been open to any rank- 
and-file nurse who wants to attend. CNA said they are 
not about to change that tradition. Besides, as the CNA 
flyer asks pointedly, “Kaiser, what are you trying to 
hide from our nurses?” 

Rank-and-file nurses complain that, after the 
grand opening of the new hospital, patient safety is still 
seriously compromised as they struggle with manage- 
ment’s gross negligence. As one of my co-workers said, 
“It doesn’t matter how advanced your hi-tech machines 
are, you’re still not going to get safe, quality care if you 
don’t have happy caregivers. How can you expect us 
to be happy when we’re chronically ill-equipped, inad- 
equately supplied, poorly staffed and poorly trained?” 

CNA and other healthcare advocates stepped up 
their criticism of Kaiser during the launch of the Af- 
fordable Care Act (AC A) which mandated mental 
health services. Health workers faced a flood of new pa- 
tients as Kaiser embarked on an aggressive enrollment 
campaign to scoop up as many new members as pos- 
sible through the healthcare exchanges, while cutting 
staff and denying access. Kaiser officials argue that it 
is being targeted for criticism over its care only because 

continued on p. 3 


EDITORIAL 


ISIS, U.S. 
both savage Iraq 


The explosive advances of the army of the self- 
proclaimed Islamic State (IS), crossing from Syria into 
northern and central Iraq, have brought deeper miser- 
ies to the Iraqi people who might have expected they 
had already endured the worst, including the effects of 
U.S. imperialist policy. Atrocities from mass shootings 
and beheadings to systematic kidnapping and rapes of 
women — that the world and U.S. foreign policy ignored 
when IS carried them out against anti-Assad revolu- 
tionaries in Syria — in Iraq no longer remained hidden. 

As well armed as IS forces were in Syria, thanks 
to Saudi and other fundamentalist support, they are 
now equipped like a state power courtesy of the U.S.- 
supplied Iraqi army. Iraqi troops fled in the face of a 
small IS force around Mosul, abandoning their bases 
and the city. With those heavy weapons IS threatened 
approaches to Baghdad, overran strategic Iraqi towns, 
and began carrying out a convert-or-die genocide of the 
Yazidi people. 


UPSHOT OF U.S. STANCE ON SYRIA 


The ineffective political choices, limited by pragma- 
tism, that Obama made in the face of the Syrian Revo- 
lution since 2011 haunt him now. In Egypt, the U.S. 
supported Mubarak, not the Arab Spring revolutionar- 
ies of Tahrir Square, until Mubarak no longer repre- 
sented stability. And while the U.S. offered early criti- 
cism of Assad’s regime, there were only empty words of 
encouragement but no meaningful material support to 
anti- Assad revolutionaries. 

But as the victims of Assad’s counter-revolution ex- 
ceeded 100,000 dead and counting, even that fig leaf of 
U.S. opposition to Assad disappeared — and at the very 
moment last year that he “crossed the red line” and 
used chemical weapons on civilians, especially children, 

continued on p. 10 
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by Gerry Emmett 

The loss of lives and vast destruction visited upon 
Gaza in Israel’s current criminal war has surpassed 
the horror of 2008’s brutal “Operation Cast Lead.” Over 
2,000 Palestinians have been killed to date, mostly ci- 
vilians, including hundreds of children. Bombing hasn’t 
spared hospitals, schools, homes for the disabled, waste 
treatment plants or UN compounds. Thousands of 
buildings — whole neighborhoods — have been leveled. 
Between Egypt’s destruction of the economically vital 
Sinai tunnels and Israel’s destruction of Gaza’s only 
power plant, the tenuous 
life of Gazans has been 
further devastated. 

West Bank protests 
against the Gaza mas- 
sacre have also been met 
with extreme brutality 
by Israeli soldiers, kill- 
ing 12 more Palestinian 
civilians as of now. 

This has been col- 
lective punishment on a 
vast scale, disproportion- 
ate to any actual threat 
posed by the largely in- 
accurate rockets being 
fired into Israel. As in 
previous conflicts, the 
presence of open advo- 
cates of genocide (like 
Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs Avigdor Lieberman, 
or Minister of the Economy Naftali Bennett) in Israel’s 
government makes nonsense of claims that Israel’s war 
is only “defensive.” 

In any case, the stated reason for Israel’s war isn’t 
the real reason. The genuine spark that set off this cur- 
rent round of fighting was the formation on June 2 of 
a Palestinian unity government, agreed to by Hamas 
as a concession to reality. The Islamist organization 
has been weakened by the turns of regional politics in 
the wake of the Arab Spring upheavals. Losing patrons 
to Syria’s revolution (Syria’s Bashar al-Assad and his 
patron, Iran) and Egypt’s counter-revolution (former 
president Mohamed Morsi) has left Hamas relatively 
isolated, and supported mainly by U.S. allies Qatar 
and Turkey. 

THE MANY FAILINGS OF HAMAS 

What was more decisive was that the formation 
of a unity government was a revolutionary demand 
raised by Palestinian youth and revolutionaries as part 
of Arab Spring: “The people want the downfall of the 
factions.” The masses well understand that neither 
Hamas nor the Palestinian Authority were capable of 
representing their demands, and that the struggle be- 
tween them was meant to give both of them room for 
continual sellouts and counter-revolution. 


The Israeli military has taken serious casualties in 
this ground incursion, but the one-sided battle testifies 
in other ways to Hamas’ weaknesses. Military weak- 
ness, for one, as their large arsenal of rockets hasn’t 
proven to be any real military threat; and ideological 
weakness, as they have launched them in random at- 
tacks on civilian targets, rather than in combat, which 
did nothing but add to a general atmosphere of inhu- 
manity and counter-revolution. 

This ideological weakness was illustrated 
again when a Hamas 
representative claimed 
credit for the kidnap 
and murder of Israeli 
youths Naftali Fraenkel, 
Eyal Yifrach, and Gilad 
Shaar. This doesn’t jus- 
tify even one Israeli at- 
tack on the population 
of Gaza — nor the mon- 
strous lynching of Mo- 
hammed Abu Khdeir by 
settlers. Nevertheless, it 
will be used in just that 
way. Thus does a narrow 
cult lay its claim on a 
people’s history. 

Journalist Asmaa al- 
Ghoul’s response to Israel’s 
murder of nine of her family 
members speaks volumes 
regarding the inhumanity 
of bombing a civilian population: “If it is Hamas that 
you hate, let me tell you that the people you are killing 
have nothing to do with Hamas. They are women, chil- 
dren, men and senior citizens whose only concern was 
for the war to end, so they can return to their lives and 
daily routines. But let me assure you that you have now 
created thousands — no, millions — of Hamas loyalists, 
for we all become Hamas if Hamas, to you, is women, 
children and innocent families.” 

REVOLUTION IS THE CONTEXT 

Hamas, however, doesn’t represent the Palestinian 
people. Further, it must be understood that 2014 isn’t 
2008. The vision of new possibilities in human rela- 
tions raised by the Arab Spring revolutions posed new 
ground for addressing the old conflict between Israe- 
lis and Palestinians. Revolution compels a rethinking 
of Israeli history (and not only by Israelis) all the way 
back to the founding of the state. 

The mere hint that this kind of radical rethinking 
might happen gave the Israeli Right all the incentive it 
needed to attempt to bury such ideas beneath today’s 
massacres. It is a continuation of what has been going 
on for many decades, and is a part of a world counter- 
revolutionary push. Raya Dunayevskaya pointed to the 
way past Israeli governments have “taken advantage 

continued on p. 8 



During a 12-hour cessation of hostilities on July 27, families returned to 
Shujaiya in Gaza, scene of some of the heaviest Israeli bombing. Thousands 
who fled returned and searched for family members. About 150 bodies were 
uncovered from the rubble. 


From NY to Ferguson, stop killer cops! 


Chicago — Thousands of people packed into Daley 
Plaza on Aug. 14 for the National Moment of Silence. 
Observed in 90 cities, it was called to respond to the 
police killing of Michael Brown, an 18-year-old African 
American, in Ferguson, Mo. Like Eric Garner in New 
York (see page 11), Brown was apparently shot down for 
talking back to the police while Black. Protests over his 
killing were met by days of police riots, including shoot- 
ing rubber bullets and tear gas at protesters, arresting 
reporters and trying to shut out media coverage. 

Observers noted the increasing militariza- 
tion of heavily armed police departments, who 
looked like a mostly white occupying army in 
mostly Black Ferguson. That is a problem, but 
the greater truth is that the arms and armor only 
showcase the institutional nature of the police 
force and the way that many cops think and act. 

This was well understood in Chicago, where police 


harassment and brutality toward Blacks and Latinos 
is an everyday experience, even when it does not end in 
murder, as it did with the killing of 22-year-old Rekia 
Boyd by an off-duty police officer in 2012. Similar vio- 
lence in other cities was on everyone’s minds, as shown 
by the dozens of homemade cardboard signs bear- 
ing names of people killed by cops across the country, 
from Aiyana Jones in Detroit to Kiwane Carrington in 
Champaign, 111., from Christopher Roupe in Euharlee, 
Ga., to Duanna Johnson in Memphis. 

THE COUNTRY STANDS IN SILENCE 

At 6:20 PM, in time with other events from coast to 
coast, we observed four minutes of silence — one minute 
for each hour that Brown’s body was left lying on the 
sidewalk. During that period we held our hands in the 
air, each clasping the hands of the people next to us. 
After four minutes, it was painful. A speaker reminded 

continued on p. 11 
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Fighting rape is in our hands 


REASON 


by Terry Moon 

Since the beginnings of 
the Women’s Liberation Move- 
ment in the early 1960s, we 
have been fighting rape, and 
rape culture. Finally, 50 years later, a U.S. president is- 
sued some mild recommendations on how to fight rape 
on college campuses, and two Democratic women have 
introduced legislation to make colleges more account- 
able for preventing and dealing with campus rapes. 

While any forward movement is welcome, this has 
little to do with caring about women. Senator Claire 
McCaskill crows about how her bill has “bipartisan 
support,” but Republicans who co-signed it are hostile 
to women’s rights. Charles Grassley and Marco Ru- 
bio voted against reauthorizing the Violence Against 
Women Act, Rubio is an anti-abortion fanatic, Kelly 
Ayotte voted against the Paycheck Fairness Act, and 
Dean Heller supports big business at every opportu- 
nity, throwing women and youth under the bus to do so. 
They want their names on this bill only so they can cite 
it when rightly accused of being part of the Republican 
army’s war on women. 

DOING IT FOR THEMSELVES AND OTHERS 

That years of action by women — and most recently 
great activity from college women, many of whom expe- 
rienced rape and the criminally insufficient response to 
it from their schools — is making a difference is judged, 
not by what the President and a few legislators do, but 
by the fact that it was the tremendous movement from 
below that forced reluctant politicians to finally move. 

Can there be any doubt that movement is justified? 
This is only a little of what women have experienced in 
the hallowed institutes of higher learning: 

• The University of Southern California purposely 
classified sexual assault on its campus as an “injury re- 
sponse” to prevent the Los Angeles Police Department 
as well as the campus Department of Public Safety 
from being notified of the crime. The campus police told 
a rape survivor: “Because he stopped [i.e., didn’t ejacu- 

Putting the ‘human’ 
in human services 

Chicago — On July 28 I attended a meeting about 
putting the “human” back in human services in Illinois. 
Several government officials were invited to hear our 
complaints, including State Representative Mary Flow- 
ers and Michelle Saddler, Secretary of the Department 
of Human Services (DHS). 

The audience, mostly Black people living in poorer 
neighborhoods, talked about not being able to get the 
minimum services from DHS that they were entitled 
to. One woman had her food stamps reduced from $215 
a month to $12 without an explanation. The last time 
her friends checked in on her, she was eating cat food 
out of necessity. 

A company, Maximus, was hired by the state 
to “end Medicaid fraud.” All they did was send 
random people letters telling them that their 
Medicaid was being cut off, again with no expla- 
nation. People going to the DHS office to find 
out how to get back on Medicaid found that, due 
to a new “assembly-line service” in most offices, 
they no longer had a case worker to talk to. They 
ended up talking to someone who knew nothing 
about their cases and couldn’t help them. 

People from the mental health community talked 
about the closing of many neighborhood clinics. They no 
longer had anyplace to get their medication or to talk 
to someone, and many were ending up in the hospital. 

We were angry and vocal. We talked about the of- 
ten unbearable burdens we had taken on to make sure 
a loved one got the services they needed. Several case- 
workers spoke out. One talked about having her case 
load go from 500 to 2,000, making it impossible to keep 
up with everyone’s needs. She spoke of knowing that 
people often wait a year or more for services from DHS 
and the Department of Rehabilitation Services and 
that sometimes, when she finally makes a required 
visit, the person has died. She worried that the lack 
of services contributed to that person’s death. She also 
talked about problems in their offices, including rats, 
dirty bathrooms and a system of dealing with people 
that left them frustrated and angry. 

Mary Flowers agreed that the situation was a mess 
and needed to be changed but she had no ideas on how 
to do so. Michelle Saddler said yes, “But the situation 
is getting better and we need to know that. We need 
to be patient and let them take care of things.” This 
was a blatant lie and disrespectful to the audience and 
everything we’d been saying. I challenged Saddler and 
other people joined in and a heated argument started 
with Saddler blaming the audience members for the 
problems! 

Unfortunately, the forum ended without any talk of 
the kind of new society that might address these prob- 
lems and what that would mean for the current situa- 
tion. — Suzanne Rose 


late], it was not rape. Even though his penis penetrated 
your vagina, because he stopped, it was not a crime.” 

• A college basketball player who was reported to 
have raped women at two different colleges was then 
accepted at Northwest Florida State College. Their 
head basketball coach, proving he cared nothing for 
women at NFSC, promised “to give this young man an 
opportunity to continue his education,” and implicitly 
the opportunity to rape again. 

• In 20% of institutions it is the athletics depart- 
ments that oversee cases of sexual assault. 

• Military service academies are exempt from 
Title IX and thus federal remedies for those suffering 
sexual assault, despite a 2003 investigation that found 
that 20% of women had been sexually assaulted at the 
Air Force Academy. 

SELF-ORGANIZATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA 

While the fight against rape has been continuous 
for five decades, new is the self-organization of college 
women who speak out against rape and creatively use 
social media to tell their stories and to organize others. 

Women students and faculty members created the 
Occidental College Sexual Assault Coalition when they 
had enough of that Los Angeles college mishandling 
rape cases. Thirty-seven current and former students 
filed two federal complaints against Occidental and be- 
gan reaching out to women at other schools. They co- 
founded End Rape on Campus to aid others in filing Ti- 
tle IX complaints. Another breakthrough in early 2013 
was when Annie Clark and Andrea Pino, along with 65 
other students from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, filed a complaint about the mishandling 
of their rape cases. Then Kylie Angell together with 
six other University of Connecticut students filed com- 
plaints under the Clery Act and Title IX. 

Pino and Clark reached out to their sisters at 
Dartmouth, the University of Southern California, UC 
Berkeley, Swarthmore, Occidental and more. Social 
media — Twitter, Facebook, Tumblr, blogs, online maga- 
zines — was key; it was the way women told our stories. 
Speaking out about rape is never easy, but speaking 
out against rape where you may have been drinking 
too much, knew your rapist, or didn’t resist in a way to 
get beaten up enough to show the bruises, is especially 
hard. It’s hard because even after 50 years, even after 
the fact is known that rape may be about sex but it’s 
also about violence and power, even after all the work 
women have done, we still get blamed. Yet these women 
spoke — and acted. 

That is why the pragmatist Obama decided it was 
time to move and Republicans, who have never done 
anything for women but get in our way and try to take 
away our freedoms, have signed their names to legisla- 
tion that would help women in the fight we have been 
waging for a very long time. The truth is they can’t and 
won’t do it for us; we must keep the struggle and the 
movement in our own hands. 



The international human rights community is 
calling upon the Mauritanian government and police 
to protect Aminetou Mint El-Moctar, a lifelong activ- 
ist renowned for her work in combatting all forms of 
discrimination, violence, and harmful practices against 
women and children. In June, a leader of an extremist 
group, “Friends of the Prophet,” issued a fatwa calling 
for her death. She was targeted for publicly demand- 
ing a fair trial for Cheikh Ould Mkheitir, a young man 
charged with apostasy, as well as for her work against 
sexual violence. Police refused to file a report, instead 
telling her to talk with the man who issued the fatwa. 
Mint El-Moctar has been forced to relocate with her 

children and has hired a bodyguard. 

* * * 

In July, the Obama administration announced a 
major study of female genital mutilation (FGM), which 
has been illegal in the U.S. since 1996, to determine 
how many women in the U.S. are living with its health 
consequences and how many girls are at risk of “vaca- 
tion cutting.” The practice of taking girls to their coun- 
tries of origin for FGM was banned by federal law in 
2013. Investigators will look at Britain’s efforts in fight- 
ing FGM. The study is a response to an online petition 
by Atlanta activist and FGM survivor Jaha Dukureh, 
whose network, Safe Hands for Girls, counsels about 
16 survivors and potential victims per day. Dukureh 
was inspired by 17 -year-old Fahma Mohamed, who 
launched a successful online petition to get the UK to 

address the issue in schools. 

* * * 

In August, Maryam Mirzakhani, who grew up in 
Iran, studied at Harvard, and is now a professor at 
Stanford, became the first woman to win the Fields 
Medal, informally called “the Nobel prize of mathemat- 
ics.” As a student at a girls’ high school in Tehran in 
1995, she convinced her principal to start math prob- 
lem-solving classes like the ones at the boys’ high school 
so she could make Iran’s International Mathematics 
Olympiad team. She became the first Iranian student 
to achieve a perfect score in that competition. 


‘Borderiands/La Frontera’ 


Borderlands I La Frontera: The New Mestiza, by 
Gloria Anzaldua, 25 th anniversary 4 th edition (Aunt 
Lute Books, San Francisco, 2012) 

The Introduction to this 25 th anniversary edition 
opens with the shocking reminder that Borderlands 
was one of the books banned under a 2012 law prohib- 
iting Mexican-American studies in Tucson, Ariz., pub- 
lic schools. Since its publication in 1987 it has been a 
watershed and not only for Chicana lesbian-feminist- 
activist writers. Gloria Anzaldua’s work always bridged 
her own insights to a universality of borderlands: geo- 
graphic, spiritual, cultural, sexual. 

ANZALDUA’S LANGUAGE OF REBELLION 

The book’s seven essays and several dozen poems 
are in English and Spanish and include elements of In- 
dian languages forcing readers out of our comfort zones. 
Anzaldua takes up Chicano history, Indian legends, 
language as identity and rebellion, love, the spiritual 
world, labor, sexuality, and feminist theory. Dreams 
and cultural myths are made real and woven into her 
experience. Imagery is painful, yet hopeful, as in “Let- 
ting Go”: “ It’s not enough / deciding to open. You must 
plunge your fingers / into your navel. . . / spill out the liz- 
ards and horned toads.. nobody’ s going to save you. . . You 
will have to do, do it yourself ’ (pp. 186-187). 

In an interview, Anzaldua cautions us not to “just 
pick some parts of Borderlands .. .the angrier parts are 
often ignored as they seem to be too threatening...” 
(p.271). Yet within the context of the whole, the es- 
say “La conciencia de la mestiza: Towards a New Con- 
sciousness” presents a powerful philosophic approach 
especially important for today’s freedom struggles. 

“ Cradled in one culture, sandwiched between two 
cultures, straddling all three cultures and their value 
systems, la mestiza undergoes a struggle of flesh, a 
struggle of borders, an inner war... Like others having 
or living in more than one culture, we get multiple, often 
opposing messages. 

“But it is not enough to stand on the opposite river 
bank... a counterstance locks one into a duel of oppressor 
and oppressed... both are reduced to a common denomi- 


-a review 

nator of violence. . .At some point, on our way to a new 
consciousness, we will have to leave the opposite bank, 
the split between the two mortal opponents somehow 
healed so that we are on both shores at once and, at once, 
see through serpent and eagle eyes. Or perhaps we will 
decide to disengage from the dominant culture, write it 
off altogether as a lost cause, and cross the border into a 
wholly new and separate territory. Or we might go an- 
other route.” (pp. 100-101). 

THE NEEDED MESTIZA CONSCIOUSNESS 

Within the individual, Anzaldua sees the work that 
the soul performs as “where the possibility of uniting all 
that is separate occurs. This assembly is not one where 
severed or separated pieces merely come together... In at- 
tempting to work out a synthesis, the self has added a 
third element which is greater than the sum of its sev- 
ered parts. That third element is a new consciousness — 
a mestiza consciousness — and though it is a source of 
intense pain, its energy comes from continual creative 
motion that keeps breaking down the unitary aspect of 
each new paradigm... A massive uprooting of dualistic 
thinking in the individual and collective consciousness 
is the beginning of a long struggle, but one that could, in 
our best hopes, bring us to the end of rape, of violence, 
of war.” ( p. 102.) 

The essay flows to a needed Chicana feminism: “it 
is imperative that mestizas support each other in chang- 
ing the sexist elements in the Mexican-Indian culture... 
Men, even more than women, are fettered to gender 
roles... We need a new masculinity and the new man 
needs a movement” (p. 106). 

Anzaldua’s vision of going beyond reaction to ac- 
tion, the self introducing a new consciousness which 
both includes and transcends past oppositional, dual- 
istic thinking, resonates strongly with the Hegelian 
“negation of the negation”: that creation of something 
entirely new which allows a new humanity to exercise 
many possibilities. Borderlands remains a fundamen- 
tal spiritual and intellectual guidepost for serious revo- 
lutionaries today. — Susan Van Gelder 
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Detroit says ‘Water 

Detroit — “Water is a Human Right!” was the cry of 
over 1,000 who marched here on July 18. Protesters in- 
cluded retired city workers, small union contingents, 
Netroots Nation Convention bloggers and nurses from 
National Nurses United. Since March, Detroit’s Wa- 
ter and Sewerage Dept. (DWSD) had shut off water to 
15,000 residents behind by up to $150 or behind 60 days 
on their bills. 

For the city to exit bankruptcy, Detroit’s Emergen- 
cy Manager Kevyn Orr’s “Plan of Adjustment” requires 
DWSD (which serves Detroit plus 127 surrounding 
communities) to become a major revenue source instead 
of a liability with a $93 million debt. Orr proposed re- 
gionalizing or privatizing water service, which would 
greatly limit Detroit’s elected city government’s control 
over the water system. 

For decades before Orr escalated DWSD hostili- 
ties — including a new 8.7% rate increase only in Detroit 
to compensate for the city’s unpaid bills — citizens have 
been angered by DWSD’s arrogant and incompetent 
customer service. One payment center — where custom- 
ers often wait for hours — has no public restroom! 

After the UN condemned the water shut-offs 
in June and bankruptcy Judge Steven Rhodes 
demanded an explanation, Orr reversed course, 
declared a 15-day moratorium on water shut-offs 
and suddenly returned control of the department 
to Mayor Mike Duggan. Duggan announced that 
he would resume the shut-offs on Aug. 25, with a 
substantial support system for needy customers. 

Neither the moratorium nor assistance funds 
would have happened without the ongoing protests, 
which focused international attention on the July 18 
demonstration. Activists blocked the gates at Homrich, 
holder of a $6 million contract for water shut-offs. Al- 
though the contract covered business as well as resi- 
dential customers, Homrich was equipped only for resi- 
dential shut-offs. Since then DWSD says they are also 
shutting off businesses. Protests forced the reopening 
of a million dollar water assistance fund, which only be- 
came available on July 7. On July 24, a Canadian Water 
Convoy brought bottled water to a People’s Water Sta- 
tion at a downtown church. 

The Canadian water was symbolic. People like me 
from all over the city are sharing our water with peo- 
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continued from p. 1 

of a CNA campaign over staffing, as if healthcare access 
and staffing were separate issues. 

SEIU, our union for service workers, would have 
jumped at the chance to comply with management’s de- 
mands if they represented the nurses and therapists. 
SEIU officials agree with management that the offi- 
cials are the union and they manage the rank and file. 

Kaiser negotiates in secret with SEIU. Rank-and- 
file members are not involved until they are asked to 
endorse a pre-ordained result. Many workers complain 
that when they want to file a grievance, SEIU officials 
never return their calls. But we workers are summoned 
by SEIU to attend meetings where the corporate head- 
quarters announce new cost-control mandates. 

Kaiser management was recently caught, like VA 
officials, doctoring records to hide lengthy wait times 
for mental health services. Previously, in June 2013, 
the California Dept, of Managed Health Care had fined 
Kaiser $4 million — the second largest penalty in the 
agency’s history — for systematic negligence and denial 
of access to mental health services for its members. 
KAISER DEHUMANIZED PATIENTS & WORKERS 

When six mental health patients took their own 
lives last October (See Aug. 13 East Bay Express), care 
workers demanded that Kaiser increase staffing, giv- 
en their “unsafe and unsustainable” workload. Their 
demands were ignored. The widow of a patient who 
committed suicide complained, “No one at Kaiser ever 
looked at my husband as a human being. They treated 
him like a medical record number... I thought Kaiser 
would be cost-effective... a fatal mistake.” 

The capitalist wants to forget about the actual 
laborer in the workplace where what is important is 
getting them more profit out of our labor power. SEIU 
follows management in forgetting the laborer, which 
cannot be separated from labor power. This separation 
is at the heart of our alienation in the shop. 

Management begins its systematic negligence to- 
wards patients by ignoring the thoughts and opinions 
of us workers. Patients are treated like commodities on 
an assembly line because workers’ activity, our labor 
power, is treated as a commodity first. It is from this 
commodity every other commodity is derived. 

This attitude separating thinking from doing unites 
management and labor officials. Treating patients like 
human beings begins with treating the worker like a 
complete human being. Only by reclaiming our laboring 
activity united with our thoughts can we, as a society, 
overcome the barriers to humane care for patients and 
a humane workshop. 


is a Human Right!’ 

pie who don’t have it — like the family with the broken 
pipe — as an additional protest. Most people are angry; 
many may not be visibly protesting but are doing so 
with methods like sharing water, chasing off the turn- 
off water crews, or supporting illegal turn-ons. With- 
out active serious protests we wouldn’t have gained 
even modest improvements. 

Unfortunately much public discourse has fo- 
cused on whether Detroit residents should pay 
their bills. The debate ignores the realities of 
poverty and the battles with customer service to 
correct billing errors. 

Nearly one-third of Detroit residences are blight- 
ed — homeowners in poverty and landlords who don’t 
pay taxes or make repairs. One family hasn’t had run- 
ning water since February because of broken plumbing. 
Why should any customers pay for DWSD’s decades- 
long history of corruption and mismanagement? 

Detroit activists continue to hold “Freedom Fri- 
days” (patterned after North Carolina’s “Moral Mon- 
days”) to keep up the pressure for water as a human 
right. For more information, visit http://DetroitDebtM- 
oratorium.org. — Susan Van Gelder 


Picketing for jobs 



Altgeld Gardens residents picketed the Chicago Housing Authority on 
June 26. They told N&L that the CHA contracts with Walsh Construction 
to work on housing projects like Altgeld Gardens, which is 97% Black. 
But Walsh refuses to follow Section 3, which requires 30% of new hires 
to be CHA or low-income Chicago area residents. Picketers said that 
Walsh won’t hire community residents or African Americans at all, even 
residents who are qualified and have union cards. 

Put miners in charge 

Detroit — A mid-May fire killed 301 miners by car- 
bon monoxide poisoning due to mine owners’ negligence 
in the worst coal mine disaster in Turkey’s history (See 
July- August N&L). First reports indicated that the fire 
started when a transformer blew up. A subsequent in- 
vestigation revealed that smoldering coal had caught 
fire, but gave no explanation of why it was smoldering. 
There was speculation about defective electrical wiring 
insulation in contact with coal. 

Prime Minister Recep Erdogan went to Soma, the 
site of the mine. Instead of displaying compassion, he 
became combative with the stricken mourners. He ex- 
pressed the capitalist excuse that such accidents occur 
in mines. (This same sentiment expressed by United 
Mine Workers union President Tony Boyle following the 
Farmington mine disaster in West Virginia in 1968 cost 
him the union presidency in spite of fraud and murder.) 
Erdogan’s behavior infuriated the Turkish people, and 
precipitated protests throughout the country — protests 
that were dispersed by tear gas and water cannon. 

Four coal company officials have been arrested, 
including the mine manager, and charged with causing 
many deaths and injuries by their negligence. Accord- 
ing to Turkish law, the penalty is three to 15 years in 
prison, but it remains to be seen if they will even be put 
on trial. The judge assigned to the case raised an inter- 
esting question, asking mine officials why they didn’t 
act to warn the miners of danger when sensors detected 
the carbon monoxide before the fire started. A satisfac- 
tory answer is yet to come. 

In charge of the mine since 2009, the Soma Mining 
Company hasn’t explained how the fire spread over 2.3 
square miles underground. The answer may never be 
known, because the company has sealed the mine. 

Miners and mine investigators had made many re- 
ports of safety violations before the fire. As usual, these 
violations were only disclosed after the tragedy. There 
is no one who knows the safety conditions in a mine as 
well as the miners who work there every day. That is 
why the mines will never be safe until the miners have 
effective control of safety in the mines. 

—Andy Phillips 


‘Steel Closets’ 

The process of steel production, in contrast to as- 
sembly line work, imposes a rhythm of all-out team 
labor, then waiting for the next task. Workers shower 
at the job — like a military unit or a sports team. Homo- 
phobes have predicted a breakdown in morals if Gays 
were allowed in a barracks or locker room. It turned out 
that Gays and Lesbians were already there. 

Steel Closets: Voices of Gay , Lesbian, and 
Transgender Steelworkers, by Anne Balay, proves 
that LGBT steelworkers were in the mills. Balay 
based her book on the experiences of 40 long-time 
steelworkers, 20 men and 20 women. Homopho- 
bic and transphobic workplaces and threats of 
violence forced almost all workers to hide their 
sexual orientation and gender identity, and large 
chunks of their lives, at work. The current Unit- 
ed Steelworkers (USW) contract with steel com- 
panies omits sexual orientation protections. One 
worker who was outed by his ex-wife was fired 
the next day. 

An official at USW headquarters in Pittsburgh 
noted that there were no official complaints of LGBT 
discrimination filed through the union. The risks of fil- 
ing a complaint might outweigh the costs of further ha- 
rassment. Many of the workers in the book mistrusted 
union stewards who discouraged LGBT workers from 
filing grievances, or did not pursue grievances that, in 
their minds, affected just a single worker or two. 

The testimony from the 20 Lesbian workers be- 
gins in 1974 when steel companies hired women for the 
first time — women had not even been hired in steel as 
war workers in World War II — in a consent decree that 
also mandated increased hiring of African Americans. 
Balay concludes from their stories that Gay men had 
it rougher in the mills than Lesbians, partly because 
simply being women was threatening in itself to some 
bosses and co-workers. Yet they had to stay closeted: 
two former co-workers only knew each was a Lesbian 
when the book’s contributors met at a book launch. 

By providing proof that LGBT steelworkers exist, 
this book has become a weapon in the class struggle. 
A Gary, Ind., local worked with Balay on a resolution 
mandating inclusion of gender identity and gender ex- 
pression under members’ protections, and saw it rati- 
fied at the 2014 USW Convention in August. 

— Bob McGuire 

Homeless on the move 

Los Angeles — On Aug. 1, 30 Los Angeles Commu- 
nity Action Network activists of all races, including 
many formerly homeless, protested in Skid Row and ad- 
jacent downtown. We were demanding that the home- 
less be housed in the largely vacant Cecil Hotel, which 
had been designated low-income housing. Earlier this 
year the LA County Board of Supervisors and the hotel 
owner agreed to house the homeless at the Cecil, but 
changed their minds because of pressure from down- 
town developer and gentrifier Tom Gilmore. 

With a caravan of shopping carts used by the home- 
less and the sound of drums, we marched in high spirits 
from Skid Row to Gilmore’s office, protesting his and 
the Central City Association’s opposition. Our banners 
and signs included: “Would you like to see me in a tent 
or in the Cecil?” and “House keys not tents!” We chant- 
ed, “People that live in the streets, can’t afford a bite to 
eat,” and “Housing is a human right!” 

We then marched to the Cecil Hotel and set up a 
symbolic homeless tent. We ended our protest by chant- 
ing: “We’ll be back, we’ll be back!” — Basho 

Workers paid weakly 

New York — It insults our intelligence to claim that 
the proposed increase in the minimum wage from the 
existing $7.25 an hour to $10.10 in 2016 is enough to 
keep a family above the poverty line. President Obama 
signed an executive order raising the minimum wage 
for workers on future federal contracts, and 65% of 
Americans approve raising the minimum wage for all 
workers. Yet there is vehement opposition from reac- 
tionary forces, and opposition from the Republican-con- 
trolled House dooms the measure. 

The standard of living of Americans today is less 
than it was in 1972. If wages had kept up with increas- 
es in productivity and inflation, the average worker’s 
wage of $20.39 an hour today would be about $38 an 
hour. By the same measure, the minimum wage would 
be $18 an hour. An estimated 27.8 million people would 
benefit even from $10.10 an hour, reducing by 4.6 mil- 
lion the number of people living in poverty. 

Opponents claim raising the minimum wage would 
result in layoffs and higher prices while only benefiting 
teenagers in summer jobs, although the average min- 
imum-wage worker in this non-recovery is 35. These 
kinds of bogus arguments, although they monopolize 
the media, are beside the point. 

The point is the welfare of the American people, 
and the ideas proposed for solutions nibble around the 
edges without dealing with the essential failures of the 
economic system that generates these contradictions 
that produce the inhumanity we face over things like 
the minimum wage. — Michael Gilbert 
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1 953 letters on Hegel’s Absolutes 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEIISKAYA 


Editor’s note: Dunayevskaya’s May 12, 1953, 
letter — presented in two parts, here and in the next 
issue — is one of the historic-philosophic writings in- 
cluded in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Hu- 
manism, which singled out her May 1953 letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes as that philosophic moment. On the 
25th anniversary of the book’s publication, we consid- 
er that a new exploration of its contents is timely for 
our world struggling for the survival, deepening and 
spread of today’s revolutions, beset as they are by both 
counter-revolution and self-limiting ideologies. 

Dear H [Grace Lee Boggs]: 

I am going to take the plunge and if it turns out 
that I have behaved like a bull in a china shop — well, 
I simply have to take my chances or I will never get to 
sleep nights at all. There is no concrete problem that I 
meet daily, no matter how minor, that doesn’t send me 
scurrying to [Hegel’s] Logic and by now I’m so drunk 
with it all that I brazenly shout that in the dialectic of 
the Absolute Idea is the dialectic of the party and that 
I have just worked it out. 

Just like that. I have taken the plunge. But I will 
restrain myself from beginning with the conclusions 
and the differentiation of us from Lenin and even us 
from 1948 but I will have you bear with me as I go 
through the whole last chapter of the Logic. However, 
before I do so, let me state what I am not doing: 1) I am 
not touching upon the mass party; the workers will do 
what they will do and until they do we can have only 
the faintest intimation of the great leap. 2) This is not 
1948, but 1953; I am not concerned with spontaneity 
versus organization, nor with Stalinism which the 
workers will overcome. 

I am concerned only with the dialectic of the van- 
guard party of that type of grouping like ours, be it 
large or small, and its relationship to the mass. 

LET’S BEGIN WITH THE BEGINNING: “The 
Absolute Idea has now turned out to be the identity of 
the Theoretical and the Practical Idea....” 2 At this mo- 
ment this means to me that the party is the identity or 
unity of the activity of the leadership and the activity 
of the ranks. “Each of these by itself is one-sided and 
contains the Idea itself only as a sought Beyond and an 
unattained goal; each consequently is a synthesis of the 
tendency, and both contains and does not contain the 
Idea...” [SLII, p. 466; SLM, p. 824]. And further down 
on the same page we have the warning that the Abso- 
lute Idea “contains the highest opposition within itself.” 

While the staggering truth of this last phrase sinks 
in, I will make one more quotation from that page: 
“The Absolute Idea is the only object and content of 
philosophy. As it contains every determinateness, and 
its essence is to return to itself through its 
self-determination or particularization, it 
has various phases. It is the business of phi- 
losophy to recognize it in them. Nature and 
Spirit are different manners of presenting 
its existence...” [SLII, p. 466; SLM, p. 824]. 

Because the party is the only object and 
content of our philosophy here, I wish to 
make two jumps here. One is to contrast to 
the manner in which Other is explained on 
this page where “Notion... as person, is im- 
penetrable and atomic subjectivity; while at 
the same time it is not exclusive individual- 
ity, but is, for itself, universality and cogni- 
tion, and in its Other has its own objectivity 
for object” [SLII, p. 466; SLM, p. 824]. Here then Other 
is the proletariat outside. What I wish to contrast to it 
is the description of Other when the Notion is further 
developed on p. 477 where Other turns out to be, not 
the proletariat outside, but the party itself. Hegel says: 

“The second or negative and mediated determina- 
tion is at the same time the mediating determination. 
At first it may be taken as simple determination, but in 
truth it is a reference or relation; for it is negative — the 
negative, however, of the positive, and includes the lat- 
ter. It is not therefore the Other of a term to which it is 
indifferent, for thus it would be neither an Other, nor a 
reference or relation; it is the Other in itself, the Other 
of an Other. It thus includes its own Other, and so is 
contradiction, or the posited dialectic of itself’ [SLII, 
pp. 476-77; SLM, pp. 834-35]. 

The other jump that I referred to that I wish to 
make is to leave the Logic for a moment and go to the 
last chapter in [Hegel’s] Phenomenology. In that chap- 
ter on Absolute Knowledge Hegel writes: “The object 
as a whole is the mediated result [the syllogism] or 
the passing of universality into individuality through 

1. C.L.R. James’s Notes on Dialectics, or “Nevada Dialectics,” 
was written in 1948. 

2. G.W.F. Hegel, Science of Logic, Vol. II, translated by W.H. 
Johnston and L.G. Struthers (MacMillan, 1929), p. 466; quo- 
tations in this letter are from this edition, hereafter referred 
to as SLII. Page numbers are also given for the translation 
by A.V. Miller (Humanities Press, 1969), hereafter referred 
to as SLM, in this instance p. 824. 


specification, as also the reverse process from individ- 
ual to universal through canceled individuality or spe- 
cific determination.” 3 4 5 

TAKE A SECOND LOOK at the phrase, “the 
mediated result” and remember that our object is the 
party and that we are working out the triangular rela- 
tionship not only politically but philosophically; that, 
syllogistically speaking, the party is the totality, the 
mediated result of the three layers and at the same 
time it is what it is by its relationship to the proletariat 
outside, on the one hand, and to the universal of social- 
ism, on the other hand, except 
that the two are now not “on 
the one hand” and “on the oth- 
er hand” but interpenetrated. 

Hegel goes on (p. 804): 

“Spirit is the movement of the 
self which empties (external- 
izes) itself of self and sinks it- 
self within its own substance, 
and qua subject, both has gone 
out of that substance into it- 
self, making its substance an 
object and a content, and also 
supersedes this distinction of 
objectivity and content” [PhB, 
p. 804; PhM, p. 490]. 

So Socialism too as it “ex- 
ternalizes” itself in parties, 
and in this case I mean not 
the vanguard grouping but 
the Paris Commune, the Sovi- 
ets, the CIO, and so is Hegel 
talking of history: “The other 
aspect, however, in which 
Spirit comes into being, His- 
tory, is the process of becom- 
ing in terms of knowledge, a 
conscious self-mediating pro- 
cess — Spirit externalized and 
emptied into Time” [PhB, p. 

807; PhM, p. 492]. But he does not leave it at history 
(which includes historic development for us not only 
of the above, but the historic development of the party 
1903, 1920-3, now). He ends Absolute Knowledge with: 

“The goal, which is Absolute Knowledge or Spirit 
knowing itself as Spirit, finds its pathway in the recol- 
lection of spiritual forms ( Geister ) as they are in them- 
selves and as they accomplish the organization of their 
spiritual kingdom. Their conservation, looked at from 
the side of their free existence appearing in the form of 
contingency, is History ; looked at from the side of their 
intellectually comprehended organization, it is the Sci- 
ence of the ways in which knowledge appears. Both to- 
gether, or History (intellectually) comprehended (beg- 
riffen), form at once the recollection and the Golgotha 
of Absolute Spirit, the reality, the truth, 
the certainty of its throne, without which 
it were lifeless, solitary, and alone” [PhB, p. 
808; PhM, p. 493]. 

NOW THE WAY I SEE THIS con- 
nect with the Logic [SLII, p. 466; SLM, p. 
824] where I left off before I began jumping 
around, is that where the “various phases” 
could have meant stages of development 
within the party such as 1903, 1920-23, etc., 
the recognition of the different manners of 
the existence of Absolute Idea as Nature and 
Spirit, or the country and something like 
the CIO rather than a “strict party” meant 
you are a fool if you cannot recognize the 
party in that for that is socialism just as at one time it 
was sufficient to define it as “electricity plus soviets.” 
The world concepts, the American roots, and us. We will 
come back to that, but now I wish to return to Hegel 
as he develops his Absolute Idea logically. On the next 
page (467) he writes: “Thus the logical Idea has itself as 
infinite form for content.... As opposed to form, content 
appears as Other and as given....” 

“The Absolute Idea itself has only this further con- 
tent, that the form-determination is its own perfected 
totality — the pure Notion.... What remains therefore to 
be considered here is not a content as such, but the uni- 
versal element of its form — that is, the method.” [SLII, 
p. 467; SLM, p. 825]. 

In the party both as political organization and as 

3. G.W.F. Hegel, Phenomenology of Mind, translated by J.B. 
Baillie (Allen & Unwin, 1931), p. 790; quotations in this let- 
ter are from this edition, hereafter referred to as PhB. Page 
numbers are also given for the translation by A.V. Miller 
(Oxford University Press, 1979), hereafter referred to as 
PhM, in this instance p. 480. 

4. The Johnson-Forest Tendency, led by C.L.R. James, 
Dunayevskaya, and Grace Lee Boggs, developed a theory 
of “three layers” within organizations, roughly the intel- 
lectual leadership, experienced activists, and rank and file. 
Dunayevskaya’s May 1953 letters heralded a new concept of 
the relationship between the “movement from theory” and 
the “movement from practice that is itself a form of theory.” 

5. Lenin stated that “Communism is Soviet power plus the 
electrification of the whole country” ( Collected Works of V.I. 
Lenin — hereafter referred to as LCW — Vol. 31, p. 419). 


the realization of the theory of knowledge, the “form- 
determinations” or form of relations between leaders 
and ranks, between the various layers, and within each 
layer tells the whole story. There is no content outside of 
that. Or, once again to stick close to Hegel, “The method 
therefore is both soul and substance, and nothing is ei- 
ther conceived or known in its truth except in so far as 
it is completely subject to the method...” [SLII, p. 468; 
SLM, p. 826]. 

HEGEL BRINGS THIS development of method 
to a climax by contrasting sharply what it is to inquir- 
ing cognition, where it is “in 
the position of a tool, of a 
means which stands on the 
subjective side, whereby the 
method relates itself to the 
object” [SLII, p. 469; SLM, p. 
827] to what it is in the dialec- 
tic: “But in true cognition the 
method is not merely a quan- 
tity of certain determinations: 
it is the fact that the Notion 
is determined in and for itself, 
and is the mean only because 
it equally has the significance 
of objective, so that, in the 
conclusion, it does not merely 
achieve an external determi- 
nateness through the method, 
but is posited in its identity 
with the subjective Notion” 
[SLII, p. 469; SLM, p. 827]. 

It is directly after this 
that Hegel discloses to me 
the secret of something that 
I have been chewing over like 
a dog does a bone, for many 
a moon — the intuition of the 
leader which he calls “in- 
ternal intuition.” First, let’s 
watch the process of arriving 
at internal intuition : 1) method only has to have a be- 
ginning and so that is where we must begin; 2) but this 
beginning (and he warns later that “neither in actual- 
ity nor in thought” is there any beginning “so simple 
and abstract as is commonly imagined”) is not “the im- 
mediate of sensuous intuition” which “is manifold and 
individual”; 3) no, this beginning is “internal intuition” 
[SLII, pp. 470-71; SLM, pp. 827-29]. 

Secondly, note the contrast between “the immedi- 
ate of sensuous intuition” and which comes from that 
which is, from the way, we would say, the third layer 
lives, and “the internal intuition” of the leader which 
comes from the way he thinks. 

Jam these two opposites together, and you will 
first understand a sentence back on p. 467: “The self- 
determination therefore in which alone the Idea is, is 
to hear itself speak...” [SLII, p. 467; SLM, p. 825]. In a 
word, the self-development of socialism, objectively and 
subjectively, gives off impulses which come one way 
to the leader, another way to the class as a whole, but 
what is important is that it is determined to appear “to 
hear itself speak.” And the beautiful part about the “in- 
ternal intuition” is that this “beginning must be inher- 
ently defective and must be endowed with the impulse 
of self-development” [SLII, p. 471; SLM, p. 829]. 

So that, finally, we reach Hegel’s conclusion that 
nothing in life or in thought has a beginning so simple 
as is imagined but that “every beginning must be made 
from the Absolute, while every progress is merely the 
exhibition of the Absolute.... The progress is therefore 
not a kind of overflow, which it would be if in truth that 
which begins were already the Absolute; rather the 
progress consists in this, that the universal determines 
itself and is the universal for itself, that is, is equally 
also individual and subject. It is the Absolute only in its 
completion” [SLII, pp. 471-72; SLM, p. 829]. 

SO ALTHOUGH WE BEGAN WITH the univer- 
sal of socialism and although we have seen socialism in 
the various phases of the Commune, the Soviets, the 
CIO, it is not yet IT for it can be it “only in its comple- 
tion.” The new society will not be until it is; now we see 
only intimations, approximations, but it is nevertheless 
all around us, in the lives of the workers and in the 
theory of the party, so until the solution of the conflict 
and the abolition of the division [between mental and 
manual labor], we are back to stages of development: 
“cause is the highest stage in which the concrete Notion 
as beginning has an immediate existence in the sphere 
of necessity; but it is not yet a subject which, as such, 
preserves itself also in its actual realization” [SLII, p. 
472; SLM, p. 830]. 

Here I wish you to remember that in this page 
and in the next is where Lenin made his own 16-point 
definition of the dialectic, the essence of which was 
three-fold [LCW 38, pp. 220-22]: 1) the transforma- 
tion of anything into its opposite (collapse of Second 
International); 2) the absolute in every relative which 
is the transition to something else (Monopoly as eve of 

continued on p. 8 


The 

Philosophic 

Moment 

of 

Marxist-Humanism 

two historic-philosophic writings 


by 









SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2014 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


Page 5 




Karl Marx’s ground for organization 


by Franklin Dmitryev 

In the era of Arab Spring, the creativity of masses 
in motion has brought new life to the question of revo- 
lutionary organization. From the Arab countries to Is- 
rael, from Spain to Occupy Wall Street, the mass occu- 
pation of public spaces has been the most visible form 
of organization. 

There has been much analysis and debate over why 
these movements have been so successful in challeng- 
ing the existing social order, in some cases bringing 
about political revolutions, yet have not uprooted that 
order in social revolutions. 

Not to be overlooked among their accomplishments 
is the revival of a spirit of revolution. The North Af- 
rican revolutions smashed the vanguardist views that 
revolution was no longer possible unless a party leads 
the masses, or that they require a blueprint to convince 
them of the viability of an alternative to capitalism. 

Unfortunately, the broader debate has hardly 
touched on the relationship between organiza- 
tional forms of masses in motion and the organi- 
zation of thought. Consider analyses of the Occupy 
Movement. Those who appreciate its creative forms of 
organization generally act as if the movement’s sponta- 
neous development can substitute for the role of ideas 
in setting its direction. 1 

The pitfalls of this attitude can be seen more 
clearly where a revolution did overthrow a dictator, 
as in Egypt. The relations and ideas of the old order 
find ways of rearing their heads-not only through out- 
side military and economic force, but from contradic- 
tions within the revolution. The attempt to make a 
“non-ideological” revolution allowed the default ideolo- 
gy of capitalist society, equating freedom with elections 
plus markets, to eclipse the self-activity of the masses 
and their forms of self-organization. 

The alternative to leaving all responsibility for 
ideas on the shoulders of spontaneity cannot be the 
widely discredited concept of the “vanguard party to 
lead.” The philosophy of revolution in permanence as 
an organization of thought must find an organizational 
expression, not to command or replace the movement 
from practice, but to unchain its self-development 
through a new relationship of theory and practice. 
MARX’S CONCEPT OF ORGANIZATION 

Raya Dunayevskaya, the founder of Marxist-Hu- 
manism, began exploring this question well before the 
vanguard party fell into disfavor. A key aspect was the 
inseparability of Karl Marx’s concept of organization 
with his concept of revolution, as seen in his 
Critique of the Gotha Program ( CGP ). 

The Gotha Program was written by a 
leader of a socialist party in Germany that 
was thought of as “Marxist” — though not 
by Marx — as the basis for merging with 
another socialist party in 1875. Marx 
criticized it for taking an “outrageous 
step backwards” from the scientific 
understanding that he had forged of 
capitalism and its transcendence. 1 2 
He mailed his scathing critique to 
the party leaders, who, however, 
did little with it. CGP was not 
published until 1891, years af- 
ter Marx died. 

The new program marked a 
shocking retrogression from the high points 
achieved by those earlier movements and by the de- 
velopment of Marx’s body of ideas. He had experienced 
the revolutions that swept Europe in 1848 and the 1871 
Paris Commune, had participated in and observed rev- 
olutionary parties and forms of organization emerging 
spontaneously from the masses, and had written his 
greatest theoretical work, Capital , whose post-Com- 
mune French edition “has philosophy spelled out in the 
most concrete terms from fetishism of commodities to 
the new passions and new forces that go against the ac- 
cumulation of capital,” as Dunayevskaya put it. 3 

She wrote, “[N]o matter how Marx kept from try- 
ing to give any blueprints for the future, [when he was 
confronted with the Gotha Program there was no way] 
not to develop a general view of where we’re headed for 
the day after the conquest of power, the day after we 

1. See Ken Knabb, “Looking Back on Occupy,” www.bopsecrets. 
org/recent/occupy-looking-back.htm; David Graeber, The 
Democracy Project: A History, a Crisis, a Movement (Spiegel 
& Grau, 2013); Rodrigo Nunes, “The Lessons of 2011: Three 
Theses on Organisation,” metamute.org/editorial/articles/ 
lessons-2011-three-theses-organisation. 

2. Quoted from CGP, which is available in many print editions 
and online at marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1875/gotha/. 
For a detailed discussion, see Raya Dunayevskaya, Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of 
Revolution (University of Illinois Press, 1991), chapter 11, 
“The Philosopher of Permanent Revolution Creates New 
Ground for Organization.” 

3. “Presentation on Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy 

of June 1, 1987,” in Raya Dunayevskaya, The Philosophic 

Moment of Marxist-Humanism (News and Letters, 1989), p. 

6. A new edition of this piece was featured in the March- 

April 2014 issue of N&L. 


have rid ourselves of the birthmarks of capitalism when 
a new generation can finally see all its potentiality put 
an end once and for all to the division between mental 
and manual labor.” 4 

Other Marxists have mined CGP for its critique 
of Ferdinand Lassalle’s doctrines or for theoretical in- 
sights or rationalizations on the nature of the state or 
the transition from a capitalist to communist society. 
But Dunayevskaya is the only one to focus on how it il- 
luminates the relationship of philosophy to revolution- 
ary organization. She developed this further by show- 
ing it as the only full organizational 
expression of Marx’s 1844 “philosophic 
moment,” meaning the moment of birth 
of a historic philosophy. 

MARX’S PHILOSOPHIC MOMENT 

From its very beginning with his 
1844 Economic and Philosophic Manu- 
scripts, Marx’s new Humanism spelled 
out liberation as full human develop- 
ment, as a negation of communism’s 
negation of private property. But that 
was not explicit in the organizational 
manifestos and addresses that fol- 
lowed. Marx certainly steered clear of 
utopian and anarchist efforts to draw 
up blueprints for the new society. 

Only with CGP — after all that de- 
velopment of ideas, which was both the 
action of cognition developing the logic 
of the ideas and the response to the 
experiences in activity, organization, 
and the battle of ideas — only then did Marx write 
an organizational document that developed the 
negation of the negation as a “general view” of 
the future. CGP demonstrates the inadequacy of 
a “first phase of communist society” as a first ne- 
gation of capitalism, and shows how it logically 
leads to the need for revolutionary organization 
to be grounded in the negation of the negation, 
spelled out in Marx’s “general view of where 
we’re headed for” after revolution. 

None of this penetrated post-Marx Marxists’ un- 
derstanding of CGP. After 15 years, the party still re- 
sisted, reluctantly publishing it at Engels’ insistence, 
and only as “a contribution to the discussion” as they 
wrote a new party program, which was accepted as a 
“Marxist” model. 

Lenin was the first to pay serious attention to CGP 
in his The State and Revolution. However, his analy- 
sis was limited to the need for revolution to smash the 
state and how the ensuing non-state form must wither 
away. His concept of organization remained 
Lassallean and vanguardist. 

Karl Korsch, who did pose the revo- 
lutionary nature of the dialectic and used 
it to attack the betrayal of the Second In- 
ternational when World War I broke out, 
wrote a celebrated 1922 introduction to CGP , 
which virtually reduced it to “materialism vs. 
idealism.” His view that “Lenin’s State and 
Revolution elaborates all the relevant passages 
of CGP” did not allow him to work out an inde- 
pendent concept of organization. 

From there on, post-Marx Marxist commen- 
tary on CGP mostly reiterated Lenin or singled out 
specific theoretical points, aside from Stalinism’s to- 
tal perversion of it to baptize the continued existence 
of the law of value and the state under nationalized 
industry and the Plan — that is, state-capitalism — as 
socialism. 

Before 1979, Dunayevskaya’s references to CGP 
primarily referred to the all-important projection of “af- 
ter labor has become not only a means of life but life’s 
prime want” — going all the way back to an uncited ref- 
erence in her 1942 “Labor and Society.” 5 

The exception is her attack on Stalin’s claim that 
the law of value operates under socialism. Because the 
Stalinist argument misused CGP’ s discussion of “low- 
er” and “higher” phases of communism, she hit back to 
make the point that it was not Marx’s concept, and that 
“It should be noted that [the Stalinists] thereby com- 
pletely identify ‘ distribution according to labor ’ with 
distribution according to value.” 6 She was not making 
an argument there about what would happen after the 
revolution, except that if it was socialism the law of val- 
ue would be abolished. 

Dunayevskaya’s Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Lib- 
eration, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution — whose 
grappling with Marx’s last decade opened up a new 
concept of the totality of Marx’s Marxism with revolu- 
tion in permanence at its center — took up CGP for the 
first time as the inseparability of organization and phi- 
losophy. 

This was deepened with her very last writings, 

4. Ibid., p. 7. 

5. Raya Dunayevskaya, The Marxist- Humanist Theory of 
State-Capitalism (News and Letters, 1992), p. 18. 

6. From Dunayevskaya’s 1944 article “A New Revision of 
Marxian Economics,” The Marxist-Humanist Theory of 
State-Capitalism, pp. 83-84. 


which made a category of the philosophic moment. She 
maintains that Marx’s philosophic moment articulat- 
ing his new humanism was ground for organization 
throughout his life. Yet she sees it being expressed 
explicitly as the relationship between organiza- 
tion and principles only in CGP. She posed this 
while singling out the negation of the negation 
in Marx’s 1844 articulation of a new Humanism. 7 

It is worth recalling how Marx’s statement of a 
general view of future society arose from his critique of 
a specific organizational program. The Gotha Program 
called for “a fair distribution of the 
proceeds of labor,” and said, “the pro- 
ceeds of labor belong undiminished 
with equal right to all members of 
society.” 

Criticizing the imprecision of 
this formulation, Marx restated it in 
these words — not as a statement of 
his own views but rather to make it 
possible to criticize its inadequacy at 
the highest level: 

“Accordingly, the individual pro- 
ducer receives back from society — af- 
ter the deductions have been made — 
exactly what he gives to it.” 

He showed that this represented 
a deeply inadequate vision of a new 
society, and concluded by criticizing 
its focus on distribution of means of 
consumption. 

TOWARD A NEW, HUMANIST 
SOCIETY 

A number of Marxists took CGP seriously in theo- 
rizing what a new society might encompass. Gajo Petro- 
vic, a Yugoslav Marxist humanist, criticized the Stalin- 
ist use of the “lower and higher phases.” He points out 
that for Marx these phases are not distinguished by 
distribution (“remuneration according to labor,” etc.), 
nor by forms of economic production. Those, he says, 
are the ultimate determinant in the epoch of “alienated 
class society.” 

“But the society that has to arise as a nega- 
tion of capitalism has to be, according to Marx, 
not merely a negation of the capitalistic eco- 
nomic order; it must also negate the relationship 
between the ‘spheres,’ which was characteristic 
of class society; it must abolish not only the pri- 
macy of the economic sphere, but also the split of 
man into mutually estranged spheres.” 8 

Petrovic goes on to quote Marx from his 1844 philo- 
sophic moment, that positive humanism beginning 
from itself in “real life... is the positive actuality of man 
no longer mediated like communism by the transcen- 
dence of private property.... Communism is the neces- 
sary form and the energizing principle of the immedi- 
ate future. But communism, as such, is not the goal of 
human development, the form of human society.” 9 

“In other words,” continues Petrovic, “communism 
is the ‘lower’ phase, and real life is the ‘higher’ phase.... 
according to Marx, communism is the emergence of 
humanism.” 10 

Compare what Louis Dupre saw in CGP: In the 
new society, “Labor cannot be equalized.... Such a policy 
may be necessary during the period immediately fol- 
lowing the overthrow of the capitalist economy, but it 
cannot be the ideal of a society where labor is ‘not only 
a means to life, but life’s prime want.’ 

“Marx’s critique of mathematical equality in social 
distribution, however brief, is crucial to understand- 
ing his attempt to reintegrate the sphere of economics 
with social life as a whole.... he in fact denounces the 
independence of the economic sphere itself. .. .Marx’s 
critique of the economic system is at the same 
time his critique of the society that has allowed 
its independence. The concept of productive activity 
that guides his Critique of the Gotha Program goes to 
the heart of Marx’s conception of culture.... A reunited 
society integrates all productive activity....” 11 

As important as these discussions are, Dunayevs- 
kaya viewed this section of CGP as Marx’s exposition 
of the working out of the dialectics of revolution, of how 
revolution in permanence had to continue even after 
“communism” was reached. 

Uniquely, she saw Marx as putting forth dialec- 
tics of revolution inseparable from organization. Yet 
she noted the limitation of his only having singled out 
“principle” and not “philosophy,” concluding that, while 
CGP remains ground today, it does not suffice. That 
does not absolve us of working out what it means for 
our time. That begins with the labor of allowing phi- 
losophy to play its role in revolution by ensuring that it 
has an adequate organizational expression. 

7. The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism, pp. 3-5. 

8. Gajo Petrovic, Marx in the Mid-Twentieth Century (Anchor 
Books, 1967), p. 159. 

9. I’ve substituted Dunayevskaya’s translation here, and 
excerpted differently from how Petrovic does it on p. 160. 

10. Marx in the Mid-Twentieth Century, pp. 160, 162. 

11. Louis Dupre, Marx’s Social Critique of Culture (Yale 
University Press, 1983), pp. 184-85, boldfacing added. 
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U.S. CRISES: RACISM, POLICE, LABOR STRUGGLES 


New York News and Letters Com- 
mittee prepared a flyer on Eric Garner 
headlined: “Wanted For Murder: Daniel 
Pantaleo.” It denounced the fact that the 
cops who killed Garner are still working 
and getting paid; noted the lack of jus- 
tice for poor, young, and working-class 
people; and called for building 
a movement on the principles 
of Marxist-Humanism. In Har- 
lem, two women asked for more 
flyers for friends. One young 
Black man, a former prisoner, de- 
nounced both police violence and 
U.S. military force overseas. In a 
vigorous discussion with several people, 
all agreed that it is a travesty of justice 
that these cops are free, when anyone 
else charged with homicide would have 
been locked up. The events in Ferguson, 
Mo., were on the minds of many. M.G. 

Queens, N.Y. 

At the rally in Chicago in support 
of Michael Brown, I talked to some guys 
who remembered the protests over the 
police killings of LaTanya Haggerty and 
Robert Russ. The fact of police killings of 
Black youth wasn’t new to them, but the 


heavy militarization was a disturbing 
development. I also noticed that all the 
military equipment Ferguson cops were 
wearing and shooting could have been a 
lot more useful if it had been given to the 
Free Syrian Army. Anti-racist activist 

Chicago 

Besides the mur- 
der of Michael Brown 
and Eric Garner, there 
has been an epidemic 
this year of brutality 
and murder. The New 
York Amsterdam News 
story, “Is Police Brutality a National 
Epidemic?” noted the Los Angeles Police 
murder of Ezell Ford (see p. 11), the Dal- 
las police murder of Andrew Gaynier — 
who, his attorney says, was unarmed 
when shot by the cops — and another 
possible police murder in Ferguson. Lat- 
er there was another police murder in 
St. Louis. Since Michael Brown’s death 
on Aug. 9, there have been nearly 20 po- 
lice murders nationwide. In 2014 alone, 
more than 600 people have been killed 
by the police in the U.S. Outraged 

New York City 



Visit the new, greatly improved News 
and Letters Committees website! 

New features include: 

• Ability to make com- 
ments on all articles, 
like those excerpted be- 
low! 

• All back issues now 
available, from the very 
beginning in 1955! 

• Event listings for News 
and Letters local meet- 
ings and more! 

• Easier to navigate, with 
more pictures! 

• More special articles, alerts and announcements! 

• Improved search! 

There will be more new features in the coming months. 



COMMENTS FROM THE NEW NEWS & LETTERS WEBSITE 


Regarding “New York City and 
Ferguson, Missouri, police show pat- 
tern of violence against Black people” 
(Aug. 11 N&L web statement): In 2009 
in the UK we saw something similar. 
Police officers killed a man in the vicin- 
ity of a political protest, then told the 
press he’d collapsed from a heart at- 
tack and that protesters had impeded 
police paramedics attempting to save 
him. Subsequent video footage exposed 
this for a lie, yet British journalists 
were perfectly happy to publish this ac- 
count as factual simply because of who 
was saying it and who they regarded as 
credible. Dan 

UK 

Serious, accurate journalism, in- 
volving not just fact-checking but real 
comprehension, suffered a huge loss 
nearly 20 years ago when the six unions 
representing the Detroit News and Free 
Press couldn’t win their strike — even 
with broad community support — 
against the billionaire Knight-Ridder 
and Gannett corporations. Many pro- 
fessional workers — from printers to 
drivers to writers, photographers and 
editors — lost their jobs and union pro- 
tections. The quality of “news” report- 
ing tanked. Susan 

Detroit 

“Fast food workers betrayed by so- 
called ‘leaders’” (July-Aug. N&L) said, 
“The movement in New York City last 
year was designed to put Mayor Bloom- 
berg in a bad light as far as justice de- 
mands go. The call for $15 an hour was 
used as a mobilizing tactic, as was the 
call for the right to organize unions.” 
That is just nutty! The people suffer- 
ing under $7.25 an hour, now $8, are in 
a living hell. It had nothing to do with 
Bloomberg! Tom 

New York 


The point of the fast food article 
is not that workers’ demands were 
wrong, but that the change from last 
year to this year constituted a sellout 
by the union leadership. Saying that 
people thought they were fighting for a 
living wage means that the goals of the 
workers and the goals of the organiz- 
ers from the union bureaucracy were 
different. Union leaders designed last 
year’s campaign to embarrass Bloom- 
berg by having him veto the increase in 
the minimum wage. Now that de Bla- 
sio is in office, the mass mobilization 
of fast food workers in NYC ended. No 
revolutionary should defend those who 
stand in the way of the self-organiza- 
tion of the working class. 

Michael 
Queens, N.Y. 

“Right wing wins in Europe” (July- 
Aug. N&L) says that disillusionment 
with mainstream political parties does 
not necessarily translate into support 
for the revolutionary Left. That is not 
helped by clueless leftists announc- 
ing their “anti-imperialist” support for 
Assad or Putin, and never making any 
convincing connection between impe- 
rialism and oppression of the working 
class at home. Franklin 

Chicago 

“Stop Israel’s war on Gaza: the 
need for revolution in life and thought” 
(July 28 N&L web statement) skillfully 
ties in the current regional political cli- 
mate without neglecting the barbari- 
ties of Israel’s onslaught. It’s refresh- 
ing to also see somebody point out the 
military and political ineffectiveness of 
Hamas rocket fire without simultane- 
ously falling into pacifism or denying 
the Palestinians the right to armed re- 
sistance. Dan 

UK 



*** 

Murrieta, Calif., has been getting 
a lot of publicity because people there 
(some, no doubt, outside agitators?) 
forced buses to leave without placing 
the migrants in a Border Patrol facility. 
Here in Escondido the City Council is 
very anti-migrant. If the Planning Com- 
mission decision, rejecting a proposed 
shelter for unaccompanied migrant 
children arrested by the Border Patrol, 
is appealed to the Council, don’t expect 
anything different. Probably most of 
them won’t study the information they 
receive, just like the Planning Commis- 
sion. Former social worker 

Escondido, Calif. 

If classroom size was limited so that 
the ratio of students to teachers was 28 
to 1, many laid-off teachers would be re- 
hired and students would learn more. 

Manel 
Los Angeles 

*** 

I’ve been thinking about what hap- 
pened to the movement in Wisconsin in 
2011. At one point the national union 
leaders took over and made a choice to 
steer the movement towards electoral 
politics to recall Gov. Walker. That 
failed. The union leaders stopped the oc- 
cupation of the State Capitol Building 
and disregarded people occupying it who 
were talking of a general strike. They 
pulled away from the self-organization 
of a mass action. How could that win? 
The leaders thought they might not be 
able to control that. Organizer 

Illinois 


BATTLEGROUND DETROIT 

A quick report from battleground 
Detroit: a couple of thousand people 
filled downtown July 18, spearheaded 
by the various coalitions resisting emer- 
gency management, bankruptcy and 
pension cuts; with numbers from the 
NetRoots Convention — young internet- 
savvy activists — and a large contingent 
of nurses. As one old leftist told me, 
“It’s great to see so many young people 
here we don’t know, so we don’t just 
have to keep talking to the usual sus- 
pects.” Because of the water shut-offs to 
residences, now totaling about 15,000, 
the march and rally focused on the de- 
mand for a moratorium on water shut- 
offs. The water department, now con- 
trolled by the emergency manager, has 
no plans to alter the shut-off program. 
A lot of media were there and hopeful- 
ly the growing public outcry will have 
some effect. Activist 

Detroit 

Retired City of Detroit workers 
picketed AFSCME Council 25 head- 
quarters because the union withdrew 
its appeal in the upcoming trial to deter- 
mine whether Detroit is even eligible for 
filing bankruptcy, and whether all the 
proposed cuts to pensions in the Plan 
of Adjustment will be enacted. Answer- 
ing AFSCME’s claim that they got the 
best deal possible, one retiree countered, 
“This is having a snowball effect all over 
the country, with other pension systems 
now under attack. Why couldn’t the 
union at least let it go forward without 
oral arguments? There are no guaran- 
tees of anything in this plan — the cuts 
could increase.” Retiree 

Detroit 


WOMEN’S LIBERATION 

It was wonderful to read about 
Mo’ne Davis, the Philadelphia Little 
League African-American girl pitcher 
who led her team to a 4-0 victory against 
Tennessee by pitching a complete game 
shutout early in August. Her victory 


shows not only her own power, skill and 
presence, but the efforts of the move- 
ments for freedom of Blacks and women. 
I remember when girls were not allowed 
in Little League and how hard they and 
their parents had to fight just so a girl 
could play. Even now it is not easy. Much 
resistance and prejudice remain, which 
is clear from the statistics: of 9,000 Lit- 
tle League World Series participants, 
only 18 were girls. I hope that Mo’ne 
has opened the floodgates and that no 
girl will ever have to think twice about 
participating in any sport; and I hope 
she and her supporters real- 

? ize that she is standing on 
the shoulders of two inter- 
twined movements for lib- 
eration. 

Feminist 

Chicago 


Regarding the Women’s 
Liberation page of the July- 
Aug. issue of News & Letters, reading of 
women in jail because of suspicion over 
their miscarriages is outrageous! They 
must be freed. Jailing such women is a 
dangerous direction, in which I believe 
extreme so-called “pro-lifers” would like 
the USA to be headed. We, who trust 
women, must make our voices heard. 
Each person’s body is her or his own. 
Trust women. 

Feminist 
Sagamihara, Japan 


Recently, a friend of mine had an 
abortion. She has consistently been 
against abortion, but was unexpect- 
edly pregnant, and though it was hard, 
knew it was the right choice for her. I 
just wanted to say the work everyone 
does escorting women through the lines 
of anti-abortionists is awesome. And the 
people who protest just may end up com- 
ing in for services. Keep it up, y’all! 

Em Bl clinic connections 
USA 



PRISON AND 
SOCIETY 

The rac- 
ism in prisons 
is not a mere 
reflection of 
racism in so- 
ciety. Prison- 
ers’ solidarity 
against it is widely recognized as “in- 
spiring.” But it’s more. It takes a huge 
amount of reexamination of who you 
are. In prisons you are actually condi- 
tioned to hate the “other.” If we on the 
outside can try to do what the prison- 
ers are doing, that could mean the end 
of this alienating society. 

Urszula 
Bay Area 


Thank you for sending me that short 
collection of articles about the hunger 
strike, Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers. It 
is very good. I passed it around my pod 
so everyone else could read it and we all 
agreed that it is a good and true repre- 
sentation of our struggle that was well 
put together. I would personally like to 
thank News & Letters for bringing our 
cause to a wider audience and all the 
support. From my heart you are honored 
and truly appreciated. 

Prisoner 
Pelican Bay 


TO OUR READERS: Can you do- 
nate $5, the price of a subscription, 
for a prisoner who cannot pay for 
one? It will be shared with many 
others. A donation of $8 pays for a 
subscription plus the Pelican Bay 
Hunger Strike pamphlet to be sent 
to a prisoner. 





SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2014 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


Page 7 


THE FREE SPEECH MOVEMENT AND THE BLACK REVOLUTION 


I am in the movement still because 
of the Free Speech Movement (FSM) — 
it turned my life around. I studied ev- 
erything about the New Left. I came 
to Berkeley and decided this is where I 
needed to be. I was a part of the People’s 
Park Movement, which has now turned 
into its opposite. Now it is a turf war: 
homeless people vs. youth who can’t af- 
ford to go to college. The worse society 
gets, the worse People’s Park gets. It’s a 
mirror of society. They are fighting over 
crumbs. Lew 

Bay Area 

I appreciated the way N&L chose 
to excerpt Dunayevskaya’s writings 
on the Free Speech Move- 
ment. This being the 50th 
anniversary, there will 
be major Berkeley, Calif., 
remembrances of this de- 
fining event of the 1960s. 
Dunayevskaya’s analysis 
linked the FSM to the Hu- 
manist vision of Marx from 
the 19th century, thereby 
helping to capture the full 
significance of this youth 
revolt as it was happen- 
ing. Publishing her view 
today — this fusion of the 
idealism and action of the 
1960s youth with its Civil Rights ori- 
gins and the emancipatory radicalism 
of Marx — far from being only a remem- 
brance, reaches to the here and now. It 
can be a contribution toward grasping 
the methodology of uniting theory and 
practice, which is needed now more than 
ever in today’s freedom movements. 

Eugene Walker 
Mexico City 

In Hal Draper’s book on the FSM, 
his big category to describe it was the 
rise of a non-ideological Left. That hides 
two aspects: 1. the movement itself as 
an idea is not merely ideological, but is 
thoroughly objective; and 2. The party’s 
theoretical constructs pretended to be 
scientific, but are really ideological, 
under which is subsumed the realm of 
the concrete. In contrast, Dunayevskaya 


brings out the idea, beginning with the 
Black struggle in the South, as the most 
objective element in reality, through 
which the concrete moves. When the re- 
volt reached the university, the divide 
was not only over the role of youth, but 
also over differing attitudes “to ideas 
and reality.” Ron Kelch 

Oakland, Calif. 

*** 

The essay “The Left and the Maid- 
an” illuminates the thinking of young 
Ukrainian rebels as they swiftly became 
revolutionary, thanks to internal dis- 
cussion in the face of outside pressures 
and inspiration from revolutions like 
the Arab Spring. In the article next to 
that, Dunayevskaya traced 
a similar transformation in 
the white college students 
whose eyes were opened by 
participating in the Black 
Civil Rights Movement to 
change the South. When 
they came home to face re- 
pression at the University 
of California, they could see 
themselves as revolution- 
ary subjects alienated from 
their own humanity in the 
capitalist system, North 
and South. 

Reader 
Detroit 

*** 

Reprinting the FSM article helps 
reclaim our history that may be forgot- 
ten. The real challenge is not to leave it 
at past history. How do we write about 
the movement today the way Dunayevs- 
kaya was writing at the time? The ar- 
ticulation of what it would take for an 
organizing idea that can transform ev- 
erything is the practice of philosophy. 

Urszula Wislanka 
Oakland, Calif. 


MIDEAST AND U.S. 

Angelenos want Israel to stop the 
bombing of Gaza. We’ve had many dem- 
onstrations. On July 20, 800 to 1,000 
gathered at the West LA Federal Build- 


ing to demonstrate. The following Sun- 
day, 300 protested there again. There 
were many Palestinian flags and signs 
including “Israel bombing — not in our 
name” and “Egypt, Open the Gaza Bor- 
der.” On Aug. 2, about 1,000 protested 
against the Israeli bombing for five 
hours with LA police in riot gear and 
a squad of County Sheriffs standing 
around as we occupied four corners of 
high-traffic Wilshire Blvd. I was happy 
to be a part of those demonstrations that 
are taking place in cities throughout the 
world. Basho 

Los Angeles 

*** 

There is a part of the Left that re- 
fuses to condemn IS because they per- 
ceive that to do so would mean they 
support the U.S. But to not condemn 
IS means, among other things, that you 
don’t care about women’s freedom, that 
it’s OK with you for a group to demand 
allegiance to an oppressive religion and, 
if you refuse, to be put to death, that 
waging war against civilians is permis- 
sible — and the list could go on and on. 
The Left, in order to be considered Left, 
has to condemn religious fascism. To 
confuse that condemnation with support 
of the U.S. is just a stupid Leftist delu- 
sion. Women’s Liberationist 

Chicago 


VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS 

Nuclear titans, East and West, are 
locked in a geopolitical struggle — China 
is rearing its head — for the world’s natu- 
ral resources. The ongoing depredation 
of natural resources has so harmed the 
ecosystem that it is questionable if the 
earth will be able to sustain life as we 
know it. Environmentalists’ struggle to 
save the planet isn’t an issue separate 
from all other flashpoints of revolt. Im- 
mersion within a particular struggle 
should lend itself to relating to other 
struggles. There is an unmistakable 
commonality inherent in various forms 
of struggle that are grounded in human- 
ism. Faruq 

Represa, Calif. 

As a youth, I was in and out of pris- 
on, because I was scared of my abusive 


parents. To survive, I had to lash out, 
to do ugly things. I spent time in soli- 
tary. Being in solitary made me more 
vicious — that was the expectation I was 
living up to. I want to leave this world 
with human dignity. Solitary only breaks 
people. To be away from people is insan- 
ity! To continue to punish people instead 
of trying to 
help them is 
not the solu- 
tion. I’ve been 
on hunger 
strikes before 
and it does 
not feel good. 
But if the only 
way I can be validated as a human being 
is going on a hunger strike, I’d rather 
not eat. I need human dignity more than 
I need food. In solidarity with the men a 
lot of us women refused to eat. 

F.G. 

Chowchilla, Calif. 

I am fighting to get the guards to 
do sheet exchange in this hole at New 
Folsom. We have not had clean sheets 
in almost three weeks. The others would 
rather sleep on soiled sheets in midsum- 
mer heat than risk the repression that 
may come down from the pigs for mak- 
ing them get off their ass and give us 
something that we are supposed to have 
coming in the first place! They tried to 
give only me new sheets. I refused them. 
The struggle is not about self. I will 
take them when everyone gets theirs. 
Fifteen, 20 years ago the whole unit 
would be flooding, setting fires, kicking 
the doors over treatment like this! My 
revolutionary ethics as a prisoner activ- 
ist will not be watered down because of 
others’ will to submit to the guards’ in- 
humane treatment. 

New Folsom Prisoner 
Represa, Calif. 

It often seems that the prisoncrats 
are trying to cut us off from the world, 
especially when it comes to news and 
culture. The only reason guys get to 
see art magazines here now is because 
I donate my old ones (a present from a 
friend) to the library. 

Robert Taliaferro 
Wisconsin 
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Israel decimates Gaza 


continued from p. 1 

of the world’s preoccupation with an immediate coun- 
ter-revolution to carry out its counter-revolution in the 
Middle East” ( Crossroads of History, p. 107). 

For example, Israel used the occasion of Russia’s 
crushing of the Hungarian Revolution in 1956 to join 
with imperial powers Britain and France in attacking 
Suez; and in 1981, Israel 
used the Stalinist impo- 
sition of martial law in 
Poland as an excuse to 
attempt to annex Syria’s 
Golan Heights. Today’s 
Israel tried using the 
cover given by various 
retrogressive forces — 

from Putin’s attack on 
Ukraine, to the racist 
police attacks in Fer- 
guson, Mo., to the IS’s 
massacres in Syria and 
Iraq, to Assad’s geno- 
cide in Syria — to carry 
out its current war. But 
the Israeli attack on the 
people of Gaza was so 
heinous that protests broke out worldwide — including 
within Israel itself — and all eyes turned to Gaza. 

The inhumanity that protesters were opposing was 
expressed by Knesset member Ayelet Shaked on Face- 
book on July 1: “They are all enemy combatants, and 
their blood shall be on their heads. Now this also in- 
cludes the mothers of the martyrs, who send them to hell 
with flowers and kisses. They should follow their sons, 
nothing would be more just. They should go, as should 
the physical homes in which they raised the snakes. Oth- 
erwise, more little snakes will be raised there.” 

As we pointed out in 2011, “Something is becoming 
more apparent in the Middle East. Whenever counter- 
revolution raises its head, it begins looking in the direc- 
tion of Palestine... In a grim historic irony, Palestinians 
today find themselves in a similar historic situation 
to Europe’s Jews in the 1930s. A victory for world re- 
action... could profoundly endanger the Palestinians’ 
very existence” (“Counter-revolution targets Palestine,” 
N&L, May-June 2011, p.12). 
COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY THREAT 

This is one reason why it also has to be understood 
that 2014 is not 2011. Intellectual flames lit by the Arab 
Spring brought regular people out into the streets and 
squares, discussing revolution and talking of and expe- 
riencing new human relations in a way unseen for de- 
cades. Now the genocidal counter-revolution waged by 
Syria’s Assad has cut through all ideological illusions. 
It has revealed the essence of bourgeois society, and the 
ultimate relation of counter-revolution to revolution. 
There really is no compromise possible. While Netan- 
yahu’s government isn’t strictly comparable to Assad’s 
regime, it is also uncompromising in its attack on all 
progressive possibilities. 

The Israeli strike at the Palestinian unity govern- 
ment (which was open to negotiation with Israel) is 
only one example. Another is the continuing effort to 
render any two-state solution impossible through the 
expansion of West Bank settlements. This promotion 
of naked criminality and brutality has devastated both 
Palestinian and Israeli society. Netanyahu has declared 
the two-state solution to be dead. His neo-fascist Cabi- 
net members openly express their desire to annex the 
entire West Bank. For them, Gazans exist to be killed 
or dispersed. 

Even protests within Israel itself have met with 
violence from Kahanist thugs. It testifies to the dismal 
retrogression in Israeli society due to the continuing oc- 
cupation. 

Anti-fascist historian Zeev Sternhell is right in ob- 
serving that Israeli society has in many respects moved 
nearer to fascism (see “Israeli Freedom Graffiti,” page 
9). Already West Bank settlers have welcomed delega- 
tions of European neofascists as visitors, who view the 
settlers as allies in their “crusade” against a mythical 
monolithic Islam that resembles nothing as much as 
their older theory of the “world Jewish conspiracy.” 

It becomes ever clearer that under Netanyahu, Is- 
rael has become wedded to the most racist, reactionary 
right-wing forces in U.S. and world politics. Again, as 
with European neofascists, these forces are historically 
steeped in anti-Semitism. Yet again, this is ignored, as 
long as these “Christian Zionists” express their support 
for the State of Israel. 

WORLD CONNECTIONS INESCAPABLE 

Israeli activist Elizabeth Tsurkov perceives the 
danger: “Polls consistently show that younger Israelis 
are much more racist and nationalistic than older peo- 
ple. They also show that the sectors of society growing 
fastest are the ultra-Orthodox, who are not pro-peace. 
They’re not interested in it at all.” However, her call 
for other governments to put pressure on Israel to end 
its illegal occupation of Palestinian territory seems un- 
likely to gain much traction at this moment. 


Has there ever been a time when Israel enjoyed 
such “good” relations with all the major imperialist, 
or even Middle Eastern regional imperialist, powers? 
Ironically, in the context of world counter-revolution, 
Israel is approaching the long-desired goal of being 
viewed as a state like any other: that is, with a criminal 
ruling class, a history of alibis, a hair trigger, a bru- 
talized underclass, and 
a security apparatus 
ruthless and top-heavy 
enough to hold it all to- 
gether. 

As hard as it may 
seem, solidarity will 
have to be worked out as 
a principled solidarity 
that comes from grass- 
roots actions. We have 
already seen, in regard 
to the Syrian Revolu- 
tion, the many barri- 
ers and difficulties. In- 
deed, right in the midst 
of many Gaza support 
demonstrations this 
problematic was being 
worked out actively as Syrian revolutionary youth stood 
side by side with Palestinians, Jewish Voice for Peace, 
and so many others. 

In spite of all, it remains a fact that the world has 
had that vision of revolutionary possibility. The vision 
of new human relations can be developed as a power- 
ful factor in fighting against this latest world stage of 
counter-revolution. It is already, implicitly, what all 
these rulers are fighting against. It is what motivates 
much of the support for Gaza that has brought thou- 
sands into the streets, all over the world. Even the Is- 
raeli government has begun to realize that it is fighting 
an idea whose time has come-the idea of freedom-that 
calls for the uprooting of all oppressive relations, and 
the creation of a new human world. It is a struggle that 
is taking place today all across the globe. 

August 20, 2014 
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Solidarity with Gaza demonstration in Beirut, Lebanon, July 21. 
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continued from p. 4 

socialist revolution); and 3) thought reflects reality (ob- 
jective world connections). That we can fit Lenin in too 
here historically can now be seen from the fact that in 
the previous section on “The Idea of Cognition” Lenin 
had gone further , saying that “Man’s cognition not only 
reflects the objective world but creates [it]” [LCW 38, p. 
212], but when he reached the Absolute Idea it was not 
the creativity that he developed but the objective world 
connections because to him in 1915 the Idea as “ objec- 
tive truth” [LCW 38, p. 217] of necessity predominated 
over any actual reconstruction of society, or the 1917 “ so- 
cialism looking at us through all windows ” [LCW 25, 
p. 363]. 

WE, HOWEVER, CAN GO FURTHER, and not 

only further than Lenin but further than we ourselves 
did in 1948, when the Nevada Dialectics so profoundly 
held forth on the positive in the negative. But holding 
fast to the positive in the negative then meant only the 
general development of socialism through overcom- 
ing Stalinism, whereas now we can be more concrete, 
at least in relation to our own organization where the 
mediating determination is a negative but the nega- 
tive “of the positive and includes the latter” [SLII, p. 
477; SLM, p. 835]. Now you can see why some 11 pages 
back I called attention to this further determination of 
Other as “its own Other... the posited dialectic of itself’: 
“The first or immediate term is the Notion in itself, and 
therefore is the negative only in itself; the dialectic mo- 
ment with it therefore consists in this, that the distinc- 
tion which it implicitly contains is posited in it. The 
second term on the other hand is itself the determinate 
entity, distinction or relation; hence with it the dialectic 
moment consists in the positing of the unity which is 
contained in it” [SLII, p. 477; SLM, p. 835]. 

We have reached the turning point despite the 
unity or the party as a totality, since “The negativity 
which has just been considered is the turning point of 
the movement of the Notion. It is the simple point of 
negative self-relation, the innermost source of all ac- 
tivity, of living and spiritual self-movement, the dialec- 
tic soul which all truth has in it and through which it 
alone is truth; for the transcendence of the opposition 
between the Notion and Reality, and that unity which is 
the truth, rest upon this subjectivity alone. The second 
negative, the negative of the negative which we have 
reached, is this transcendence of the contradiction, but 
is no more the activity of an external reflection than the 
contradiction is: it is the innermost and most objective 
moment of Life and Spirit, by virtue of which a subject 
is personal and free” [SLII, pp. 477-78; SLM, p. 835]. 

NOW STAND UP AND SHOUT PERSONAL AND 
FREE, PERSONAL AND FREE, PERSONAL AND 
FREE AS LENIN SHOUTED LEAP, LEAP, LEAP 
WHEN HE FIRST SAW DIALECTICAL DEVELOP- 
MENT TO BE THAT AND ALSO THE OBJECTIVE 
WORLD. 

To be continued next issue 

People’s Climate March 

The People’s Climate March will be hitting the 
streets of New York on Sept. 21. It will precede the 
Sept. 23 Climate Summit called by the UN supposedly 
to “mobilize action and ambition on climate change.” 
The march will call for “a world with an economy that 
works for people and the planet; a world safe from the 
ravages of climate change; a world with good jobs, clean 
air and water, and healthy communities.” 

Activists will also hold a Climate Convergence al- 
ternative summit. Recognizing that the UN process is 
captive to corporations and the governments that rep- 
resent them, the convergence urges the movement to 
address root causes of global warming. 

The official summit of government, “business, fi- 
nance, civil society and local leaders” is a tacit reaction 
to the hollowness of 20 years of UN climate conferences. 
All participants agree that the 2015 Paris conference 
has “no chance” (in a U.S. climate negotiator’s words) of 
meeting the long-stated goal of limiting warming to 2°C 
(3.6°F). Now they are trying to manage expectations by 
telling us the question we should be asking is “Are all 
the major emitters participating?” 

How the emissions-control programs of the “ma- 
jor emitters” work tells all. This year, Kenyan police 
burned 1,000 more homes of the Sengwer, an Indige- 
nous forest people, continuing a seven-year genocidal 
campaign. In countries like Kenya, Indigenous people 
are accused of degrading forest and driven out, then 
the state replaces forest with plantations, applying for 
carbon offset credits for its “reforestation.” Profiting by 
adding emissions in the name of decreasing them! 

How many times do the powers that be have to 
prove their bankruptcy before no one takes them seri- 
ously? The momentum of globalized capitalism is going 
to drag humanity down with it unless we can toss it out 
and build a society on new human foundations. 


— F.D. 




SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2014 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


Page 9 


UK arming of Israel is challenged 


Israeli freedom graffiti 



Oakland, Calif. — Accompanying the above Jerusalem 
graffiti image of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu is the inscription, “Whoever believes in him is 
afraid.” It is part of a graffiti slideshow presented here 
Aug. 16 by a friend of News and Letters Committees 
upon her return from studies in Israel. The range of the 
carefully stenciled graffiti, one of the last forms of open 
dissent, is posted by leftists lauding pro-Palestinian 
politicians and calling Israel “the Terrible,” anarchists, 
feminists and Gays. Some examples are: “All cops are 
bastards”; “One of three women are raped thanks to 
Knesset”; “City of David and Jonathan, we exist!” in 
English, Russian, Arabic and Hebrew. 

Since the Gaza war, Israel has seen a near total, 
self-imposed cessation of criticism among the intelli- 
gentsia. A law professor was threatened with sanctions 
by his dean when he expressed his regret over the loss 
of life on both sides in the war. Anti-war demonstrators 
are attacked by the right even in liberal Haifa. 

This situation, where any sympathy for the “other” 
is deemed a subversive act or treason, signaled to Is- 
raeli professor Zeev Sternhell the end of Israel’s democ- 
racy and the beginning of fascism (see “Signs of fascism 
in Israel reached new peak during Gaza op, says re- 
nowned scholar,” Haaretz, Aug. 13, 2014). Sternhell, a 
Holocaust survivor from Poland, is well regarded glob- 
ally for his studies on the rise of European fascism. He 
was the target of a terror attack in 2008 by a right- 
wing Israeli and now says he is witnessing the end of 
his view of Zionism which was “to create a safe home for 
the Jews... a home in which you don’t step on anyone’s 
back or suppress anyone.” 

We should continue to support and encourage 
the other Israel, trying to find its voice in these bleak 
times. That voice spoke loud on Aug. 16, breaking for a 
moment the prevailing atmosphere of fear and hate, as 
10,000 filled Tel Aviv’s Rabin Square demanding that 
Israel negotiate with Hamas to end the blockade of 
Gaza and with the new Palestinian government to end 
the occupation. — Ron Kelch 

Protests stop Israeli 
ship from unloading 

Oakland, Calif. — On Saturday Aug. 16 thousands of 
marchers descended on Pier 57 at the Port of Oakland 
to prevent unloading of an Israeli ZIM Lines cargo ship. 
“Block the Boat” organizers say the Piraeus, originally 
scheduled to dock at 5:00 AM, rescheduled to 3:00 PM 
due to the presence of demonstrators. It didn’t land at 
3:00 PM either. 

The massive crowd was met by a long line of 
riot cops defending the pier. We chanted, “Hands 
up, don’t shoot!” in solidarity with Michael 
Brown, the unarmed Black teen shot to death by 
a white cop in Ferguson, Mo. (see p. 11). 

One speaker said ZIM Lines delivered supplies 
to the South African military during apartheid. An- 
other passed on a rumor that the Ferguson police were 
trained in crowd control by the Israeli Defense Force. 

The vessel managed to tie up Tuesday morning 
only to find a big picket line dock workers refused to 
cross for safety reasons. The Piraeus was forced to leave 
and return when it was safe to unload. 

—David M’Oto 
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London — The UK government may have a fight on 
its hands as activists and lawyers tighten the noose 
on British weapons sales to the Israeli Defence Force 
(IDF). The advocacy group, Campaign Against Arms 
Trade (CAAT), has challenged business secretary Vince 
Cable over the UK’s export of weapons, claiming ship- 
ments to Israel may be illegal if used in Gaza. 

“The public is rightfully shocked by the bombard- 
ment that has been taking place and the UK needs to 
take responsibility by revoking all current (arms ex- 
port) licenses,” said CAAT spokesman, Andrew Smith, 
on Aug. 12. “It should announce a full embargo on all 
arms sales to Israel as well as an end to all military- 
industrial collaboration with Israel.” 

Despite citing Israel’s alleged “right to self- 
defense,” the government subsequently bowed to pub- 
lic outrage by launching an inquiry into existing arms 
sales. Documents obtained by The Independent claim 
that a total of 130 UK weapon manufacturers share 42 
million pounds worth of armament deals with the IDF. 
The European Union legislates that arms exports must 
be subject to specific criteria regarding the likelihood of 
weapons being used on civilians and the human rights 
record of the purchasing nation. Yet as of Aug. 16 the 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills was 
reported to be considering prohibiting just 12% of cur- 
rent export licenses only in the event of a breach of the 
then existing ceasefire between Hamas and Israel. Un- 
til then, current exports would remain at full capacity. 
WHAT ARMS CONTROL POLICY? 

According to CAAT, what constitutes a breach of 
the ceasefire has not been defined, which leaves open 
the question of British weapons being utilised in al- 
leged war crimes. “We always hear about the strength 
of the UK’s arms control policy, but this underlines how 
poor it actually is,” said Smith. “Even by Vince Cable’s 
own admission, UK weapons may have been used in 
Gaza. The UK’s failure to even suspend these licenses 
unless the violence resumes is simply not good enough. 
It is a very weak position, and it will be seen as a sign 
of political support for the Israeli government and mili- 
tary.” 

CAAT believes that the UK currently sells com- 
ponents to the IDF used in the manufacture of armed 

Let Intersex children 
decide for themselves 

South Carolina parents Mark and Pam Crawford, 
the Southern Poverty Law Center and Advocates for 
Choice filed federal and state lawsuits against South 
Carolina’s Department of Social Services and the 
healthcare workers responsible for the genital normal- 
izing surgery performed on the Crawfords’ adopted 
child, known as M., as an infant. While in state cus- 
tody, doctors decided it was best to assign infant M. a 
female sex. 

However, M. considers himself a male. The Craw- 
fords believe M. should have been allowed to remain 
Intersex until M. could decide on the type of surgery or 
reject surgery altogether. 

Dr. John Money of Johns Hopkins Medical Center 
popularized genital normalizing surgery in the 1950s. 
The first child that he operated on he assigned to be- 
ing female, but that child grew up feeling like, and as 
an adult came to identify himself and live as, a male. 
Money’s theory that the gender of children is easily 
influenced by how they are raised, known as Optimal 
Gender of Rearing, was shattered. Yet, forced genital 
normalizing surgery is still widely practiced worldwide 
(see “Inter sex Voices,” July- August News & Letters , 
page 9). — Elise Barclay 



drones such as the Hermes, as well as equipment used 
to maintain the Merkava series of battle tank. Addi- 
tional items on sale are thought to include bulletproof 
jackets, components for naval warships and ammuni- 
tion for a variety of small arms. IDF officials have cited 
the Hermes as constituting the “backbone” of its recon- 
naissance and targeting operations, with the drone 
having seen extensive action thus far in Operation 
“Protective Edge.” 

IDF TARGETING CIVILIANS 

Yet it’s the IDF airborne campaign that has be- 
come notorious when it comes to targeting civilian ob- 
jects, with the United Nations and International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) citing extensive damage 
to schools, hospitals and water infrastructure. In the 
latter case, the IDF is reputed to have intentionally 
fired on Gaza’s water pumping stations and sewage 
treatment facilities on several occasions, at one point 
leaving “hundreds of thousands” without drinkable wa- 
ter, according to ICRC. In a press release last month, 
the ICRC described “repeated bombing... devastating 
Gaza’s fragile water infrastructure.” The above consti- 
tutes a direct violation of Article 54 of Additional Proto- 
col One to the Geneva Conventions, where it’s explicitly 
“prohibited to attack, destroy, remove or render use- 
less objects indispensable to the survival of the civil- 
ian population” with “drinking water installations and 
supplies and irrigation works” being cited specifically. 
MOUNTING OPPOSITION 

Britain has shared in the escalating outrage over 
Israeli forces, with several demonstrations drawing 
sizeable numbers and over one hundred thousand pro- 
testors hitting the streets of London last month. “There 
is a deep and longstanding movement in solidarity with 
the Palestinians that encompasses trade unions, com- 
munity groups, faith groups and activists,” said Lind- 
sey German, convener of the Stop the War Coalition. 
“But it is also partly because our government is seen 
as complicit in Israel’s oppression of Palestinians. We 
provide arms, we trade with Israel, and we defend the 
actions of the government there.” — Dan Read 


QUEERN0TES 


by Dee Perkins 

With the Employment Non-Discrimination Act, 
which would add sexual orientation and gender iden- 
tity as protected categories, going nowhere, President 
Obama signed an executive order July 21 prohibiting 
such discrimination by federal contractors, which em- 
ploy some 28 million workers, and, further, protecting 
federal employees from discrimination based on gen- 
der identity. Importantly, the order does not include 
new religious exemptions, which are a cover for overt 
discrimination; however, it retains 2002 Bush-era reli- 
gious exemptions for hiring. Executive orders can be re- 
voked by future administrations, so without Congress 
enacting these provisions into law, this step forward is 
precarious. 

* * * 

Dubbed Tehranto, Toronto has emerged as a haven 
for Iranian LGBT people. Home to the second-largest 
Iranian population outside of Iran, the Canadian city 
boasts that one of the top 10 reasons to love this city is 
“Because We’re a Beacon for Gay Refugees.” In a 2013 
Pew report, Canada tied the Czech Republic for third 
place as most accepting of LGBT people (Spain and 
Germany placed first and second, while the U.S. came 
in with Brazil at 13th, behind Mexico). The U.S. takes 
in more refugees than Canada, but many LGBT Irani- 
ans choose north over south because of the comparative 
lack of rights and protections in the U.S., as well as 
social services. Too, LGBT Muslims have found a spiri- 
tual home in Toronto’s El-Tawhid Juma Circle, where 
congregants sit intermingled and leading prayer is not 
exclusive to men. 

* * * 

The Anti-LGBT American Evangelical Right are 
expanding their exportation of hate, intensifying their 
efforts now in Latin America. Hoping to replicate in- 
roads in Africa such as with Uganda’s Anti-Homosex- 
uality Act, infamously christened the “Kill the Gays” 
bill, Americans Mat Staver, close ally of Scott Lively, 
and Samuel Rodriguez have joined forces to form a 
merger of the National Hispanic Christian Leader- 
ship Conference with the Latin-American based orga- 
nization, Conela. The new group launched its political 
campaigns in Peru, where its influence is already in 
evidence, but their success is far from a foregone con- 
clusion. Marriage equality is already a reality in Mexi- 
co City, Argentina and Uruguay. In June Uruguay and 
Chile, along with Ireland and France, supported an 
amendment to the UN “Protection of the Family” reso- 
lution to define family more broadly and acknowledge 
the diversity of family, including those headed by single 
parents, grandparents and LGBT parents. That stand 
was unsuccessful, but “La lucha continua./The struggle 
continues.” 
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links immigration, environment, prisons 


‘frail for Humanity’ 

McFarland, Calif. — Spurred by the racist response 
of the minutemen, teabaggers, etc., to the busloads 
of immigrant children from Central America, Valeska 
Castaneda and Cindy Gonzales with others organized 
a “Trail for Humanity,” a 300-mile march from Merced, 
Calif., to the Mexican border. The march started on 
July 22. All along the way marchers have been joined 
by San Joaquin Valley activists, speaking about the is- 
sues in their various locales. On July 31 they reached 
McFarland, just south of Delano, the historic beginning 
of the farmworkers’ struggle. McFarland is now home 
to several private prisons, including a newly opened 
prison for women. 

After a whole day of walking we met at 5:00 PM 
in a park. It was still well over 100 degrees as Debbie 
Reyes, a Valley organizer, greeted the marchers: “I am 
witnessing warriors with love in their hearts, braving 
this heat! Love is what makes us come together this 
day, for immigration reform, for the locked-up women.” 

Castaneda spoke about her reasons for marching: 

“7 witnessed a seven-year-old child being picked up 
and deported to a detention center in Mexico. I know 
people are dying in the Sonora Desert. I wanted to draw 
attention to the fact that it is not just undocumented 
who are being deported. Many legal immigrants are get- 
ting swept up and deported. Since we’ve started march- 
ing we’ve taken up not just immigration but lots of local 
community issues: the use of pesticides, the pollution in 

Food and mail cut 

Amarillo, Texas — The Texas prison system cut the to- 
tal number of first-class letters per month that indigent 
prisoners are allowed to send from five per week to five 
per month. This has backed up my correspondence. By 
the end of the first week I have already posted my five 
outbound letters for the month. Those five letters, plus 
others, were written back in the first part of the previ- 
ous month so that I do not miss a mailing/submission 
dates on my educational courses. When you go from 
20-25 personal correspondences a month to five, it is 
the most “productive” silencer the prison system has 
enforced yet. 

I give you the Texas Prison System, which was 
forced by federal legal actions (multiple Ruiz v. Estelle 
filings) to cease violating openly and intentionally, all 
prisoners’ constitutionally protected rights to humane 
treatment, access to courts, basic necessities, etc. 
MONEY IS NOW A NECESSITY FOR JUSTICE 

The Texas Department of Criminal Justice is not 
trying to completely return to the days when only pris- 
oners who had money or had family and friends who 
had money, were able to handle their appeals and civil 
rights violations suits. Now prisoners have no access 
to the federal courts’ rulings through the law library 
because the rulings have been removed as “too old.” But 
prisoners may purchase copies of “foundation cases” 
from the State Law Library. 

To do so, prisoners must have money or ac- 
cess to those who do. Thus, indigent prisoners no 
longer have open access to the courts. But hey, 
that’s OK because the courts don’t care — neither 
state or federal. 

How did the powers that be come to believe that 
they could get away with what they are doing world- 
wide? At what point in time did the 1% say now is the 
moment to undo years and years of having to treat folks 
as human beings with rights? The worst part is that 
“things” are going to get even worse before people stand 
up and say, as a whole society, that is enough. I believe 
that by 2016 food riots will be a daily happening and 
that food stamps and welfare programs will no longer 
exist. But hey, the Navy will have brand new subs and 
fleet carriers. 

FOOD IS NOW A ‘PRIVILEGE’ 

This unit has cut the amount of food each pris- 
oner is given (kitchen personnel say the food has not 
been reduced, but there are empty spots on the trays 
now). Whether this is to force an increase in prisoners’ 
purchases from the prison commissary, I do not know. 
What I do know is that prisoners who are indigent and 
can’t go to the store are getting thinner and starting to 
get that “look” about them that I saw in Central Amer- 
ica in the faces of poor kids. 

I have been noticing more and more prison- 
ers with sores and red splotches on their arms, 
legs and faces. Anyone who gets a scratch, nick, 
or a cut talks about it taking a very long time to 
heal — if it does at all. I am not a doctor, but I be- 
lieve I am seeing mass malnutrition and border- 
line scurvy. 

I find it hard to believe when I see a prisoner that 
goes to the commissary standing next to a one that does 
not, that both are not only eating in the same chow hall 
but are housed on the same cellblock in the same country. 

Keep getting the real news out to the people. With 
each passing day that simple need becomes harder to 
meet. More folks are waking up to what they have been 
ignoring for far, far too long. 

— Man in a Cage 


the soil, in the air, etc. It creates lots of health problems: 
our walkers have asthma and other diseases, yet they 
have walked the full 15 miles every day for the past 10 
days! Even our smallest child, five years old, walked no 
less than seven miles!” 



Diana Block, representing California Coalition for 
Women Prisoners, said: 

“We are honored to join the ‘Trail for Humanity.’ 
They try to divide us, but our issues are very close. 
Instead of releasing women prisoners, about 3,000 of 
whom were found eligible for Alternate Custody Pro- 
gram, they are opening yet another prison. ” 

Jorge, one of the marchers told his story: 

“7 am concerned about the undocumented. I am 
here under the Dream Act, but it is an uncertain sta- 
tus. I can’t get financial aid or be sure I can get a work 
permit after I graduate college. I finished high school in 
Mexico, but I had to re-start it here. I’ve been working a 
minimum-wage job while going to school.... 

“Since the Dream Act passed I’ve been able to quit 
my job. We, all the marchers, have been in the U.S. more 
than 10 years. We have been paying taxes all that time. 
I have not seen my grandmother for over 10 years. I am 

House of no justice 

Represa, Calif. — I’m writing this letter in response 
to the article “Prisons: Gang Ties Alleged in Hunger 
Strike” ( San Francisco Chronicle , July 14, 2011). I am 
an inmate at New Folsom State Prison and was per- 
sonally involved in the statewide hunger strike that 
started on July 1 in protest of California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitiation’s (CDCR) practices of 
cruel and unusual punishment. The allegations made 
by CDCR spokesman Terry Thornton, that this hunger 
strike is gang-related and was synchronized through 
organized criminal networks, are absurd. We learned 
of the hunger strike through California Prison Focus 
newsletter, not some criminal network. 

Clearly the CDC (not Rehabilitation) is using the 
media to spread propaganda to diminish the severity of 
our issues and discredit this hunger strike by claiming 
inmates were ordered by a gang to starve themselves. 
More than 150 inmates of all races and ethnicities here 
participated as an act of solidarity and advocacy for our 
own class interest. 

Many of us are destined to the same fate as those 
already indeterminately placed in a Security Housing 
Unit (SHU). We are deprived of any and all rehabilita- 
tion and subject to severe isolation and sensory depri- 
vation. Within the prison there are daily acts of vio- 
lence. I have been in CDCR for six years and have never 
been in any verbal or physical altercation with another 
inmate and/or correctional officer. Nor have I ever been 
cited for any gang related conduct or activity, but yet I 
have been labeled by prison administrators as a prison 
gang member and deemed a threat to the safety and 
security of CDCR. 

Does this make any sense? Where is the justice in 
this? It’s costing taxpayers roughly $70,000 a year (not 
including healthcare cost) to keep me in a SHU. The 
next 15-plus years of my sentence will be spent in com- 
plete isolation, even from other inmates, never being 
able to call or hug my grandmother, who has ovarian 
cancer, attend religious services or even rehabilitation 
programs. I’ve been sentenced to a house of justice but 
yet there is no justice for me! 

This is why I, as well as many other inmates, par- 
ticipated in this hunger strike and support the Five 
Core Demands: 1. Individual accountability; 2. Abolish 
the debriefing policy and active/inactive gang status 
criteria; 3. Comply with U.S. Commission 2006 recom- 
mendations regarding an end to long term solitary con- 
finement; 4. Provide adequate food; and 5. Expand and 
provide constructive programming and privileges for 
indefinite SHU status inmates. 

Your readers have a right to read the truth and 
facts, not propaganda from prison officials. — M.B. 


their first grandchild and they cry when we talk, not 
having been able to hug me all this time. We need im- 
migration reform. 

“I consider myself an American — I’ve lived here so 
long, I know people here, my daughter was born here. 
But because I am ‘undocumented,’ I could not get a driv- 
er’s license. Getting pulled over for any little thing, like 
a busted tail light, was an expensive ticket for driving 
without a license. It increased my stress levels. 

“The influx of children across the borders is a symp- 
tom of big problems in Latin American countries. [See 
“Honduran Youth Flee,” p. 12.] In the short term we need 
to keep the children, give them an opportunity here, since 
clearly their parents don’t have possibilities to raise them 
there. We do have the power to help. In the long term, we 
need to be humane everywhere!” 

The march to the prison was led by the children 
aged five to seven, who also led the chants: “Undocu- 
mented and unafraid!” “Sin papeles y sin miedo !” 

After the march we assembled in the park again. 
We heard from many other valley activists speaking, for 
example, to the difficulty in being openly lesbian in the 
immigrant rights movement. 

One young man said, “I am going to say something 
controversial. We talk about human rights. But rights 
are still something that can be granted, or taken away. 
That is not enough, it is not yet freedom!” 

— Urszula Wislanka 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

in a Damascus suburb. 

Forced to respond to war crimes, the U.S. and Rus- 
sia actually certified Assad’s legitimacy in return for 
his promise to turn over his stockpile of chemical weap- 
ons. But Assad continued mass killings the convention- 
al way — with guns, artillery and barrel bombs — mas- 
sacres world leaders pretended not to notice. 

Once Obama was invested in Assad’s survival, 
it was only logical to tolerate the Islamist forces that 
nominally opposed Assad, but in practice targeted au- 
thentic revolutionary groups. Even now, both Assad 
and IS are again attacking Aleppo. 

U.S. HUMANITARIAN HYPOCRISY 

To gain backing for finally using air strikes against 
IS, Obama led with the humanitarian mission: the res- 
cue of thousands of Yazidi people. If successful, this 
would make one in a row for the U.S. confronting geno- 
cidal attacks in Iraq. Reagan did not even blink at Sad- 
dam Hussein’s use of poison gas against thousands of 
Kurds in 1987; George H. W. Bush exhorted Marsh Ar- 
abs in southern Iraq to rise up in 1991, but then stood 
by and watched Saddam massacre them. 

Obama assured a war-weary nation that he could 
wage war without U.S. “boots on the ground.” It could 
only help him that war criminals like Cheney again 
spoke out to counsel a return to total war, and Sen. Mc- 
Cain wanted full-scale attacks on IS, the very group he 
consorted with in Syria last year. 

Obama’s public opposition to the 2003 in- 
vasion of Iraq paved the way for his election in 
2008, yet in office he has continued Bush’s policy 
there. Sticking to Bush’s timetable for leaving 
Iraq arbitrarily stretched out the bloodshed un- 
til 2011. He continued backing Noury al-Maliki, 
the man Bush had installed in 2006 to run Iraq, 
despite U.S. aid and arms that never made it to 
Sunni Arab and Kurdish areas. Only now has he 
forced a new face to lead the U.S. client state of 
Iraq: Haider al-Abadi, from al-Maliki’s own Is- 
lamic Dawa Party. 

After IS forces pushed back Kurdish peshmerga 
forces equipped with Saddam-era light weapons, both 
the European Union and the U.S. agreed to send arms 
to the Kurds directly for the first time. That ties in with 
Obama’s other two stated objectives for air strikes that 
he threatens might last for months: retaking the Mosul 
Dam over the Tigris River and defense of the U.S. Con- 
sulate in Erbil. Clearly the boots on the ground he has 
in mind are the peshmerga, hoping that their determi- 
nation to defend Kurdish autonomy could be useful to 
U.S. interests. 

SUPPORT THE REVOLUTIONARIES, NOT ISIS 

Some activists seem willing to forgive IS all their 
atrocities and counter-revolutionary acts because they 
are fighting U.S. imperialism. Others have given IS 
credit for fighting imperialism 100 years later, because 
the map of the proposed Caliphate rips up the arbitrary 
borders that imperialists in World War I drew to carve 
up the Ottoman Empire. 

We already know that the counter-revolution can 
cross borders. Our concern is to let revolutions freely 
cross borders, as movements from Tunisia to Egypt to 
Syria to Spain have done during Arab Spring in op- 
posing state-capitalist rulers who consistently choose 
order over the threat of a revolution that might be the 
beginning of a new human world. 
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From NY to Ferguson, demonstrations against killer cops 


NYC Police murder 
Eric Garner 

New York, N.Y.-There are certain facts in the case 
of the police murder of Eric Garner which are not in 
question. The use of the chokehold by the NY Police 
Department (NYPD) has been illegal for over 20 years. 
Eric Garner was a 43-year-old father of six. Although 
a big man, he had asthma, and the people who live in 
his neighborhood said that he could barely walk a block 
without stopping to catch his breath. He was no danger 
to the seven police officers who subdued him. 

All the videos taken of the arrest clearly show 
Garner standing by himself, telling the cops that 
he had done nothing and asking to be left alone. 
Their response? One jumps Garner from behind 
and puts him into a chokehold while a swarm of 
other cops jump all over him. The video shows 
him yelling that he cannot breathe until he goes 
limp and falls unconscious. 

One video supports Garner’s contention that he 
was not selling loose cigarettes (loosies) but trying to 
break up a fight. Another shows Garner lying on his 
side on the ground, cuffed, completely motionless, ap- 
parently not breathing, while a contingent of New York 
cops does little but stand around. 

The first official story was that Garner had died of 
a heart attack in the ambulance. Segments of the New 
York press were happy to report that the heart attack 
was probably caused by his obesity and diabetes, letting 
the cops off the hook. 

CORONER RULED HOMICIDE 

Now we know the first story is false. The coroner’s 
office ruled Eric Garner’s death was a homicide, and 
he was dead before he was put into the ambulance. The 
medical examiner ruled that Officer Pantaleo’s choke- 
hold caused Garner’s death. His videotaped arrest and 
final pleas of “I can’t breathe!” sparked outrage in poor 
and working-class neighborhoods all over the city. 

Eric Garner’s only offense in the eyes of the police 
was that he was selling individual cigarettes to people 
who couldn’t afford a pack. When Bill de Blasio’s new 
Police Commissioner William Bratton took office, he 
declared that he was going to focus on “quality of life” 
issues. This is a euphemism for hassling poor people. 

Are the Mexicans playing music on the sub- 
way? Lock them up. Are people selling loosies? 
Lock them up. Smoking weed in the projects? 
Lock them up. Drinking something from a brown 
paper bag? Lock them up. Are kids riding bicy- 
cles on the sidewalk? Give them a deferred jail 
sentence the first time and lock them up the sec- 
ond. Bust people on the subway for performing in 
exchange for donations. 

Bratton’s (and de Blasio’s) “quality of life” mantra 
is designed to make New York more comfortable for the 
upper class, who don’t like to have all these poor people 
hanging out on street corners talking and carrying on. 
The “quality of life” mantra is a part of the gentrifi- 
cation of working-class and poor New York. And now 
it has another victim: Eric Garner. As we go to press 
there have still been no indictments of the cops respon- 
sible for Garner’s death. — M.G. 


Thousands in Chicago 

continued from p. 1 

everyone that people of color, especially young men, 
routinely have to hold their hands up and hope that is 
enough to keep the police from shooting them. A little 
African-American girl lifted in her mother’s arms rein- 
forced our resolve by holding up both her hands with a 
solemn expression on her face. 

There were a number of speakers and people read- 
ing their poetry, rapping or singing. The crowd was 
so big and so tightly packed that it was hard to hear. 
But when we chanted together, it was clear: “Hands 
up, don’t shoot!” “Black lives matter!” “All lives mat- 
ter!” And when a speaker referred to Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr.’s denunciation of the triple evils of racism, 
militarism, and capitalism, the crowd roared. 

‘HANDS UP, DON’T SHOOT!’ 

It was also clear that, while the organizers were 
mostly Black, all races were well represented in the 
crowd. Young people were most numerous, but many 
middle-aged and old people participated as well. 

We heard later that there were rallies in five loca- 
tions in New York City, including thousands who shut 
down Times Square, and that thousands rallied in 
Washington, D.C. 

The rally ended after one hour, but many people 
stayed to march around the block numerous times and 
later took to the streets. 

One day is not enough to vent all the outrage kin- 
dled by the recent killings, which we recognized as the 
latest in a long history of racist and oppressive violence. 
As one speaker declared: In 2014, “Racism is alive, y’all, 

but so are we.” — Participant 


Kansas City for Michael 



Over 700 people gathered in the Plaza in Kansas City, Mo., to protest the 
police murder of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo., and the militarized 
attacks on protesters. A line of young people chanted “Hands Up Don’t 
Shoot,” while others honored a dozen Black men and women previously 
executed by police — from Oscar Grant to Eric Garner. 

We march in Oakland 

Oakland, Calif. — Several hundred came out on Aug. 
14 to a vigil in Oscar Grant Plaza, as part of a na- 
tional day of protest over the police murder of Michael 
Brown. We read out the names of a growing number of 
unarmed young Black men executed by the police like 
Alan Blueford who was shot and killed in Oakland on 
May 6, 2012, and whose mother spoke at the rally. 

After a period of silence, trying to absorb the grue- 
some reality of just how many have been victims of this 
state terror, one person raised his hands and others 
joined him as we all began to chant, “Hands up, don’t 
shoot,” which an eyewitness said were Michael Brown’s 
last words when he was gunned down. 

One Iraq war veteran on seeing the Ferguson 
police, said their aggressive display of combat 
readiness was more than what he experienced in 
Iraq. The militarized police war on minority com- 
munities, made visible by the assaults coming out 
of Ferguson against the protests over Brown’s 
murder, is only now being mentioned by some 
politicians as an issue. 

One thing Oakland has in common with Ferguson 
is the still Great Depression level of unemployment 
in the Black community. With a deeply ingrained rac- 
ism and the militarization of the mind, capitalist rul- 
ers have declared war on its permanently unemployed 
army. The Black community, joined by others in solidar- 
ity, is saying in unison with “hands up” we want to be 
recognized as humans and full members of society. 

— Marxisf-Humanist marcher 


&53HANDICAPTHIS! 


by Suzanne Rose 

The government of London has been accused of 
failing in its duty of care towards disabled people, after 
an inquest heard how a disabled woman wrote a sui- 
cide note blaming the “bedroom tax” for her decision 
to kill herself. The bedroom tax forces homeowners to 
pay for unoccupied bedrooms in their home. Stephanie 
Bottrill wrote in her letter about the stress and anxi- 
ety the government’s housing policies were causing her. 
She expressed her unhappiness at being pushed by 
the housing department to decide in just half an hour 

whether she would move to a smaller property. 

* * * 

The nearly two million people with disabilities in 
Zambia face significant barriers to HIV prevention, 
testing and treatment. While the government has 
made significant progress in responding to the crisis, 
few programs are accessible to people with disabilities, 
and social stigma prevents their access to HIV services 

on an equal basis with others. 

* * * 


Schools in Kibera, Kenya, often reject children 
with disabilities. Stephen, age 18, has cerebral palsy 
and has never been able to attend school more than a 
few days. He is left alone in his home watching televi- 
sion while his mother has to go to work. One school his 
mother tried wanted extra fees for his care. There are 
no schools in Kibera for children with special needs, 
and teachers of supposedly integrated schools often 
argue that they don’t have adequate facilities to ac- 
commodate children with disabilities. Schools that 
will take them are poorly staffed with many workers 
not caring about the children but only about the extra 
money they get for enrolling them. 
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Justice for Ezell Ford 

Los Angeles — On Aug. 17 over 1,000 protestors gath- 
ered at the downtown LA Police Department (LAPD) 
headquarters. We were there not only in support of 
Michael Brown, but also to protest the many killings 
over the years of Black, Brown and even a few white 
youths by police of the LAPD, LA County Sheriffs, and 
other surrounding city police departments. 

The focus was on Ezell Ford, an unarmed 
Black youth who had been diagnosed as a bipo- 
lar patient. He was gunned down Aug. 11 by two 
LAPD cops in South Central LA, two days after 
Michael Brown was killed. Signs expressed the 
need for justice for the many unarmed victims of 
police violence in the past several years. 

At about 3:30 PM, hundreds of us protesters 
marched a mile to Union Station to meet and support 
Ezell Ford’s 42-year-old aunt, Theresa Robinson, who 
stated, “It feels good to know that he is supported. Jus- 
tice is what we want, not just for my nephew but for all 
the people police have shot. It has to stop.” 

After the marchers returned, the protest continued 
at LAPD. One sign read, “Justice for Ezell Ford. LA Dis- 
trict Attorney Jackie Lacey bring murder charges now.” 
Banners read, “Stop the racist attack against Black and 
Brown communities”; “Jail the killer cops”; “A badge is 
not a license to kill”; “End the policy of cover-up and 
blaming the victims.” 

A speak out was held in the street where various 
youths and organizers spoke. At 5:00 we marched on 
Spring Street, which is being gentrified, and on Main 
street in Skid Row back to the LAPD in a high spirit of 
togetherness chanting “No Justice! No peace! No racist 
police!” and “Don’t Shoot” as we held up both arms. 

After we returned to LAPD headquarters, many 
demonstrators remained and formed groups to discuss 
the event, some still holding up signs to passing cars. 

— Basho 


YOUTH IN ACTION 


by Michael Gilbert 

On June 11 in Salt Lake City, Utah, about 50 
students, faculty and community members expressed 
alarm at a meeting over the fate of campus space used 
mainly by international students and students of col- 
or. Salt Lake Community College interim President 
Deneece Huftalin planned on destroying the Multicul- 
tural Initiatives Department offices and Center. After 
Huftalin faced serious criticisms, she is backtracking. 
Students, faculty and community members vowed to 
continue to fight for both the department and the space 

if Huftalin makes any moves to cut either of them. 

* * * 

On July 28 more than 100 Dreamers — undocu- 
mented youth who came to the U.S. before they were 
16 and lived here continuously for at least five years — 
and their parents launched Dreams From Our Fami- 
lies at the White House to highlight their stories. They 
demanded relief from deportations that have affected 
millions. Throughout the year they pressured the Pres- 
ident, demanding action on immigration issues, build- 
ing on the successes of the Deferred Action for Child- 
hood Arrivals Program. Oliver Merino, a Dreamer 
leader said, “We’re demanding that the President show 
leadership and fulfill his promise to extend adminis- 
trative relief to millions of undocumented families that 

have roots in our country, like my mother.” 

* * * 

After 14 months of protests, the University of Texas 
at Austin has cut ties with the global outsourcing firm 
Accenture and scaled back the “shared services” plan. 
The plan would have cost $54 million, created central- 
ization and eliminated 500 jobs. The protests escalated 
in July when the administration arrested 18 students 
for staging a peaceful sit-in in President Bill Powers’ 
office, hours after 200 faculty and staff rallied against 
Accenture. Although UT has significantly scaled back 
shared services to about $5-$7 million, Save Our Com- 
munity Coalition (SOCC) continues to oppose the ex- 
pansion of shared services and worries about how UT 
will measure its success. They are calling on the ad- 
ministration to involve SOCC members in any future 

decisions regarding plans for shared services. 

* * * 

On July 30, 20 activists and students were ar- 
rested during a protest outside REI in Rockville, Md. 
They came together to demand REI stop stocking The 
North Face, whose parent company VF Corp. is linked 
to ongoing labor violations in Bangladesh — including 
a deadly factory fire in 2010 where 20 died. Despite re- 
peated incidents, VF Corp. has refused to sign the Ban- 
gladesh Accord on Fire Safety. United Students Against 
Sweatshops activists are targeting VF Corp., one of the 
largest apparel companies in the world, for its failure 
to sign the Accord on Fire Safety and make a binding 
commitment to improve the factories that produce its 
goods. 
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Honduran youth flee 


by Eugene Walker 

Demagogic Republican politicians, Tea Partiers 
and others — as well as supposedly humane President 
Obama — proclaim a “crisis” around Central American 
youth without papers entering 
the U.S. Both sides want to de- 
port as many youths as quickly 
as possible. They don’t men- 
tion that this youth exodus 
has complex roots within Hon- 
duras, El Salvador and Gua- 
temala, and in the U.S.’s long 
history of exploitative, mili- 
taristic relations with these 
countries. Violent street gangs 
often associated with narco- 
trafficking, corrupt govern- 
ment officials and politicians, 
and extreme poverty all play 
a role in youth fleeing these 
Central American countries. 

Take Honduras: its capi- 
tal Tegucigalpa, and its second 
largest city, San Pedro Sula, 
have as high a murder rate as any city in the world 
outside of a war zone. Youth are forced into gangs on 
penalty of death if they refuse, forced to deal in drugs. 
Young women — children, really — are forced into prosti- 
tution. These are not huge metropolitan centers, so how 
did the cities become so out of control? 

U.S. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ‘CRISIS’ 

The U.S. bears great responsibility. First, gangs 
and gang violence increased dramatically in the 1990s 
when the U.S. deported large numbers of violent gang 
members residing in the barrios of Los Angeles — the 
18th Street and Mara Salvatrucha gangs — to El Sal- 
vador and Honduras. This connection with drugs and 
gang violence was our export to Central America. 

Second, as the U.S. carried on its “war on drugs,” 
concentrating on Colombia and the Caribbean corridor, 
the drug traffickers developed routes through Central 
America. It is estimated that close to 80% of cocaine- 

U.S. imperialism 
comes home 

It was revelatory, back in 2003, to see that one of 
the sick, brutal guards in those infamous photos at Abu 
Ghraib prison in Iraq had been recruited right out of 
the U.S. prison system — he had been a brutal guard 
at State Correctional Institution-Greene, in Pennsylva- 
nia. It was a vivid demonstration of how imperialist op- 
pression is tied to domestic repression in the U.S. 

This was also shockingly apparent in the heavily 
militarized police presence in Ferguson, Mo. Militar- 
ily decked out police are attacking those protesting the 
murder of Michael Brown. Much of that gear has been 
given for free by the Defense Department to local police 
forces who bulk up on these steroids and become the 
equivalent of state security services that bolster dicta- 
torships around the world. 

It’s important to remember that imperialism grows 
from the oppression of the worker at the point of pro- 
duction, but that whatever is done in its name “over 
there” will ultimately be used to control workers “here.” 
Imperialism is the great school of unscrupulosity. 

— G.E. 


smuggling flights to the U.S. pass through Honduras. 

Third, and most decisive, has been the U.S.’s con- 
tinued support for those that overthrew the democrati- 
cally elected Honduran government of Jose Manuel 
Zelaya in 2009. That coup has led to continual state- 

sponsored repression. 

Opposition el- 
ements have been 
eliminated, many 
murdered by state 
forces. The coup mak- 
ers organized a phony 
election, and the new 
president, Porfirio 
Lobo, was quickly 
recognized and sup- 
ported by the U.S. 
Ever since, Honduras 
has been in a down- 
ward spiral of gang 
violence and drug 
wars. In the half de- 
cade since the coup, 
poverty, inequality 
and unemployment 
have all increased; gang violence and drug trafficking 
have exploded. 

AID USED TO CRUSH OPPOSITION 

Meanwhile, the government prefers that its mili- 
tary and police focus their attention on crushing any 
opposition from campesino movements and other social 
activists rather than intercept the narco traffic and 
stop gang violence. The U.S. barely says a word, and 
continues its enormous aid to the police and military in 
the name of the war on drugs. 

Faced with this reality, what choice do Honduran 
parents and youth have? To be forced into gangs, drugs, 
prostitution, to die in the streets or to flee? Is it any 
wonder that they try to escape such a life, and not nec- 
essarily only to the U.S., but to poverty-stricken, but 
relatively peaceful, Nicaragua? 

The “crisis” is not that of a few tens of thousands 
seeking shelter in the U.S. The real crisis, the real trag- 
edy, is the willingness of the U.S. to deport as many of 
these children as possible. Leaving them to face ques- 
tions of life and death, of crime and drugs, of rape and 
prostitution, of poverty and misery, alone. 


The fighting between Ukraine government troops 
and separatist rebels continues as Russia and the West 
maneuver for power. Even the murderous downing of a 
passenger jet by a surface-to-air missile, killing all 298 
on board, over separatist-controlled eastern Ukraine 
has not slowed down the fighting. The rebels, who con- 
trolled the crash site, refused for days to allow rescuers 
to recover the bodies, no doubt trying to cover up any 
evidence of their role in the missile attack. 

The Ukrainian government has ordered its 
troops to retake separatist territory, launching 
shelling of Donetsk and Luhansk. Civilian deaths 
are in the thousands. The Ukraine government is 
resisting calls for a humanitarian ceasefire, gam- 
bling that Russia will not invade. 

For its part, Putin’s Russia has amassed tens of 
thousands of troops on its border with Ukraine. Some of 
those troops have begun crossing the border. Whether 


In memoriam: freedom 
fighter Alisar iram 

It was devastating to learn of the sudden and unex- 
pected passing of Syrian poet Alisar Iram in July. Her 
work had made a vital contribution to my understand- 
ing of the meaning of Syria’s Revolution, seeing it as 
she did against the backdrop of thousands of years of 
human civilization and values. As a poet, artist, blogger 
and activist, she fought to defend the great and small 
monuments of Syria’s past and to support the freedom 
struggle in which lies humanity’s future. Her commit- 
ment to women’s liberation was absolute. 

It was her sensitivity to every aspect of human 
creativity that made her the revolutionary spirit she 
became. In the brutal response of Assad’s regime to 
peaceful protests, and in the terrorism of fundamental- 
ists alike, she detected a nihilism and anti-humanism 
that was the ultimate enemy of humanity. By no ac- 
cident, these writings of hers became central to News 
and Letters Committees’ organizational Perspectives 
this year. 

One of her last writings included this re- 
flection on the Theatre of the Absurd: “We are 
the Theatre of the Absurd; here on Syrian soil 
Brecht, Camus, Sisyphus, Ionesco and the rest 
of them would have started looking for other oc- 
cupations. But since I am here in the middle of 
this absurdity that predicted the present and 
the past, let me stretch my Theatre of the Absurd 
which is Syria today to the future. 

“What do I predict, what do I see? I see ab- 
surd enlightenment, I see the absurd light of the 
mind triumphant, I see absurd freedom born of 
the absurdity of tyranny, I see the absurd birth 
of universal morality, I see humanity which has 
undergone the ordeals of fire, death, savagery 
and destruction emerge to lead the conscience of 
the world and the sensibilities of the world and 
the awareness of the world to that evolutionary 
leap which we have been awaiting for thousands 
of years.” 

This millennium-spanning perspective is charac- 
teristic of the thought of the Syrian Revolution. Alisar ’s 
ideas will live on to influence that evolutionary leap 
she wrote of. As the world observes the first anniver- 
sary of Assad’s genocidal sarin gas attacks on Aug. 21, 
her spirit will be there, fighting. 

— Gerry Emmett 


this is a bluff to prevent Ukraine troops from decimat- 
ing pro-Russian fighters or the prelude to actual occu- 
pation is an open question. The U.S., Germany, France 
and their NATO apparatus has been warning Russia 
against an invasion. 

We are experiencing the biggest East-West crisis 
since the end of the Cold War. Last issue we wrote of 
“The Ukrainian Cauldron” threatening to boil over. We 
also published notes from independent Ukrainian Left 
activists analyzing and critiquing their own activity 
during the Maidan actions that brought down the old 
corrupt government. Since then the situation has only 
deteriorated. The need for developing “a pole of attrac- 
tion” within Ukraine, both in terms of an emancipatory 
vision and in practical action, remains the greatest 
challenge. Without that, we only have the maneuvers 
and wars of small powers, and the threats of large pow- 
ers, all of whose intentions are to bury any seeds of au- 
thentic liberation under their bootheels. — E.W. 


https://www.flickr.com/photos/umwomen/14804232595 



July 31 demonstration in Lafayette Park prior to a civil disobedience action 
at the White House in Washington, D.C. 


Ukraine: biggest East-West crisis in decades 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an or- 
ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its 
private property form as in the U.S., and in its 
state property form that appeared as the Rus- 
sian Revolution was transformed into its op- 
posite. That retrogression anticipated the next 
stage of development — the age of state-capi- 
talism. We stand for a society of new human 
relations, what Marx called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au- 
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation — activities which signaled 
a new movement from practice that was itself 
a form of theory. News & Letters was created 
so that the voices of revolt could be heard un- 
separated from the articulation of a philosophy 
of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya ( 1 9 1 0- 1 987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit- 
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1 907- 1 983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Jour- 
nal, was editor of the paper from 1 955 to 1 983. 

The articulation of the relationship be- 


tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs- 
kaya’s three major works. 

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until To- 
day (1958), established the American roots of 
Marxism while presenting a comprehensive 
attack on present-day Communism, which 
is a form of state-capitalism. It re-established 
Marxism in its original form as “a thorough- 
going Naturalism or humanism,” while point- 
ing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed 
by the working class. It presented history and 
theory as emanating from the movement from 
practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar- 
tre and from Marx to Mao ( 1 973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it histori- 
cally, caught the link of continuity with the Hu- 
manism of Marx.As against the vanguard party, 
the integration of dialectics and organization 
reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age 
and the passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and 
Marx's Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores 


Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the “new moments” of his last decade. 
Written for our time of revolutions in devel- 
oping countries, the rise of the international 
women’s liberation movement, and global eco- 
nomic crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to 
make real Marx’s “revolution in permanence” 
as the determinant for the relationship of theo- 
ry and practice and as ground for organization. 

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civili- 
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way freedom road between 
the U.S. and Africa. 

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo- 
sophic breakthrough — her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes — and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human- 
ism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de- 
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 


revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 
to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present.The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevs- 
kaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec- 
tion — Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its 
World Development, deposited at Wayne State 
University in Detroit and available to all. 

We aim to continue to develop Marxist- 
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of orga- 
nization rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: “It is our aim... to pro- 
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks 
and other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We do 
not separate mass activities from the activity 
of thinking. Send for a free copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 





WORKSHOPTALKS 


Ebola fearmongers 

by Htun Lin 

In the wake of the Ebola outbreak in West Africa, 
only one person, Thomas Eric Duncan, has died on U.S. 
soil from the virus. But millions have been led to panic. 

Irresponsible politicians like Gov. Christie of New 
Jersey created a climate of fear. Ebola spreads only by 
intimate contact with biological fluids, but Christie 
called for mandatory quarantines on healthy healthcare 
workers like Kaci Hickox returning from West Africa. 

Back home in Maine, Hickox was detained like a 
prisoner without due process, officials refusing to an- 
swer her queries, and violating her civil rights in the 
name of national security. Gov. LePage kept her quar- 
antined in her home as a re-election issue. 

Christie demonstrated how the contagion of fear is 
spread. This is an “us vs. them” xenophobic mentality, 
global capitalism existing alongside narrow national- 
ism. The President, on the other hand, hugged nurses 
returning from working with Ebola patients. 

WE ARE ALL WEST AFRICANS 

National quarantines do not work. West Africans’ 
battles are our battles. Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of 
Infectious Diseases at the National Institutes of Health, 
stressed that the best way to protect Americans from 
Ebola is to help West Africans fight it in West Africa. 

The mistreatment of Thomas Eric Duncan, an 
immigrant from Liberia, is painfully symbolic. In 
spite of capital’s huge infrastructure and cutting-edge 

continued on p. 3 


EDITORIAL 


Rojava & 
Syria’s revolution 


When the so-called “Islamic State” announced it- 
self, its first act was to declare an end to the Sykes- 
Picot agreement that drew the border between Iraq 
and Syria. Originating in al-Qaeda’s Iraq branch, the 
IS had taken advantage of Assad’s genocide, and some- 
times his direct aid, to expand into Syria. The IS came 
into conflict with the Syrian Revolution, and for the 
last year there has been an open state of war between 
the IS and elements of the Free Syrian Army. 

Today the heroic struggle of the Kurdish People’s 
Protection Units, along with allies of the Free Syrian 
Army, to defend Kobane from the IS deserves all sup- 
port. This means first the support of the people, the 
workers, women, and all who struggle for a better life. 
U.S. and coalition air strikes and the provision of some 
weapons have helped keep the genocidal forces of the 
“Islamic State” from completely overrunning the city on 
the Syria/Turkey border. The defenders should receive 
the arms required to utterly defeat the IS! 

U.S., BETRAYER OF REVOLUTIONS 

It remains to be seen if such help will be forthcom- 
ing in retaking the many Rojava villages the IS has 
occupied and depopulated, creating hundreds of thou- 
sands of refugees. A long history of the U.S. betraying 
both Kurdish self-determination and Syrian revolu- 
tionaries gives little to hope in that regard. This living 
example of Kurdish self-determination has been made 
possible by the Syrian Revolution, which all major pow- 
ers have opposed. 

Further, while the U.S. and Turkey haven’t seen 
eye to eye over Kobane, the U.S. isn’t going to risk its al- 
liance with President Erdogan’s government or his free 
market policies over the support of what the U.S. will 
likely continue to view as a Kurdish “terrorist” group. 

continued on p. 8 
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Racist election deepens 
reactionary direction of U.S. 


by Ron Kelch 

The U.S. government took an ominous, reaction- 
ary political turn in the 2014 midterm elections, with 
Republicans taking control of the Senate. Extreme pro- 
war Senators like Joni Ernst in Iowa and Tom Cotton 
in Arkansas join veterans like Senator “Bomb, Bomb, 
Bomb Iran” John McCain, who will now control the 
Armed Services Committee and is hell-bent for new 
“boots on the ground” in Syria and Iraq. The whole 
Republican campaign — including these pro-war, pro- 
fossil-fuel, pro-“fetus is a person” candidates — ran on a 
cynically deceptive anti- 
Obama mantra. 

A very unpopu- 
lar Mitch McConnell 
of Kentucky, who will 
be the new majority 
leader, pulled out a vic- 
tory promising to up- 
root Obamacare “root 
and branch” as though 
the popular, successful 
KYnect insurance is not 
Kentucky’s own incarna- 
tion of “Obamacare.” 

Cotton created a 
fiction that Obama im- 
migration policies will 
allow IS to enter the 
country through an alli- 
ance with Mexican drug 
runners. 

Packaging herself as a down-home country girl 
who grew up castrating hogs, Ernst, like many of her 
fellow Republicans, hid her absurd view that a fertil- 
ized human egg has the full rights of personhood. Mul- 
tiple crises of impending war, ecological catastrophe, 
and a new global economic downturn mean time is run- 
ning out for humanity under this disconnect between 
thought and reality endemic to capitalist politics. 
ALIENATED YOUTH STAY AWAY 

One stark contrast to six years ago, when many 
of the just defeated Senators first got elected under 
the impact of a sweeping victory for the first African- 
American President, is that young people stayed away 
from the polls in droves. The result was a small and el- 
derly electorate. Those under 30 comprised only 12% of 
the 2014 electorate while they comprised 18% in 2008; 
those over 60 comprised 37% now, while only 23% then. 
Dramatic disaffection among the youth is not due only 
to traditional low turnout in midterm elections. 

In 2008 Obama exclaimed to the celebrating mul- 
titude that they themselves were “the change they had 
been waiting for.” However, as president, he moved from 
that idea to a politically centered pragmatism, trying 
to work with a disciplined and nihilistic opposition fix- 
ated on undermining anything he did. As he saved the 
financial system and the world economy from total col- 
lapse, President Obama told the bailed-out Wall Street 


financiers who precipitated the crisis that he was the 
only thing standing between them and “the pitchforks” 
of those who were suffering the consequences of the cri- 
sis, many of whom later occupied the nation’s public 
squares. 

Wall Street prospered more than ever as inequality 
surged through the U.S. economy. Wall Street repaid 
the Obama government’s largesse by aligning with the 
Republican Party and its strident, ideological Right, 
in an unrelenting war against the poor, minorities and 
women. A spectacle of marketed lies ensued, including 

a drumbeat of racist Right 
media questioning Obama’s 
birth origin and religion. 
Further, a reactionary Su- 
preme Court overturned the 
idea of democratic discourse 
by designating money as 
“free speech.” It enabled res- 
cued billionaires to market 
as big and as many lies as 
they needed to consolidate 
political power. 

PLUTOCRATS’ BIG LIES 

Consolidate they did, 
especially on the local and 
state level, where ger- 
rymandering in the 2010 
Congressional redistricting 
guaranteed a huge Republi- 
can majority in the House of 
Representatives in the 2012 
election despite Democrats having received more votes 
overall in the House elections. 

With this undermining of democracy, the 
shameless plutocrats claimed rampant voter 
fraud — which in reality is nearly non-existent. 
Though a transparent cynical ploy, this big lie was 
used to enact a contemptible mix of voter suppres- 
sion tactics put into effect in 33 states: requiring 
photo ID, eliminating early voting and same-day 
registration, purging of state voter rolls that se- 
lectively focuses on minorities, and disenfranchis- 
ing nearly 6 million who had a felony conviction 
at any time in their lives — all designed to lessen 
poor, student and minority turnout at the polls. 

Texas now has a virtual poll tax and a bureaucratic 
quagmire for those lacking new identification require- 
ments. It was at first overturned by one court but then 
upheld by the Republican-controlled Supreme Court 
that recently gutted the Voting Rights Act of 1965. In 
her dissent, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg said this rul- 
ing alone disenfranchises hundreds of thousands of vot- 
ers. In Georgia, where African Americans don’t take 
the right to vote for granted, Black churches, which 
played an integral part in the Civil Rights Movement, 
conducted a massive “souls to the polls” registration 
drive. With voter registration under the control of a 

continued on p. 5 



From the Oakland People’s Climate March, Sept. 21. (See p. 11 for New 
York march coverage.) As inadequate as Obama’s climate measures are, 
Republicans vowed after the election to destroy them. 


Mexico at a new moment of revolt 


Mexico City — Massive protests have swept across 
Mexico in response to the brutal state-instigated attack 
against students from the Escuela Normal Rural Raul 
Isidro Burgos in Ayotzinapa, Guerrero. On Sept. 26 six 
people had been murdered outright, and 43 students 
were “disappeared” and likely assassinated, inciner- 
ated and buried in clandestine graves. 

October and November have been months of rage, 
led by hundreds of thousands of students. The state of 
Guerrero has been in permanent revolt with marches, 
road blockages, and attacks against government offic- 
es, as well as the forced resignation of the Governor. In 
almost every Mexican state there have been protests 
demanding the return of the students alive. “Living 
they were taken, alive we want them back!” 
MURDEROUS ATTACK AGAINST NORMALISTAS 

According to Ayotzinapa students, on Sept. 26 
some normalistas (students from the Normal school) 
commandeered public buses, as they have on other oc- 
casions, planning to go to a highway and solicit funds 
from motorists so they could afford to bring students to 
Mexico City for the annual Oct. 2 student protest march 


that commemorates the government massacre of hun- 
dreds of students in 1968. Arriving in the city of Iguala, 
the students became the focal point of murderous at- 
tacks. The mayor and others had arranged for over a 
dozen city police to attack the students, and for a narco- 
traffic gang, Guerreros Unidos, to kidnap the 43 young 
normalistas who survived the initial police shootings. 

This horrendous act was more than a local aber- 
ration by a murderous mayor in collaboration with his 
police and a powerful narco-traffic gang. First, the lo- 
cal government (and who knows what other levels of 
government: the State of Guerrero? the army, which 
was nowhere to be found during the several hours of 
attack?) thought that they could get away with this 
barbarism. After all, in December 2011, when 500 
students from Ayotzinapa had blockaded a highway 
demanding to meet with the governor to protest cuts 
to their already insufficient school budget, they were 
met by some 300 various police agencies and the army, 
who launched tear gas and, when the students resisted, 
gunfire. Three students were killed, many beaten and 
wounded, some 50 or more arrested. To this day no one 

continued on p. 12 
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Indians protest sexual assault stopping violence 


REASON 



by Terry Moon 

The vicious gang rape and 
murder of a young student, 
Jyoti Singh Pandey, on a 
Delhi, India, bus in December 
2012 was the moment when Indian women’s sim- 
mering anger boiled over into rage and a determina- 
tion to transform society. Thousands of women and men 
poured into the streets for weeks on end demanding 
deep changes not only in the laws, but also in society 
and actual human relationships. The demonstrations 
went on for months and spread over the entire country. 

The tre- 
mendous mili- 
tant outcry led 
to new laws 
that criminal- 
ized voyeur- 
ism, stalk- 
ing, disrobing 
women and 
acid attacks. 

Laws also 
called for the 
death penalty 

as punishment for rape where the woman dies or is se- 
riously injured, a penalty vigorously opposed by femi- 
nists, who saw it as a retrogressive move. 

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES IN KOLKATA 

Now another militant movement against abuse of 
women has erupted in Kolkata (Calcutta), where over 

100,000 people marched on Sept. 20 for women’s free- 
dom and against police violence. 

This new eruption began on Aug. 28 when a woman 
student at Jadavpur University was sexually assaulted 
and the University’s response was worse than insuffi- 
cient. While they did “investigate,” it was the woman 
who was interrogated as two faculty members grilled 
her on what she was wearing and if she was drunk. It 
was this outrageous university response that compelled 
the students to try to get some justice. 

They began a sit-in on Sept. 16, blocking the door of 
Abhijit Chakraborti, Jadavpur’s vice chancellor. Rather 
than talk to the students who were demanding an inde- 
pendent investigation of the attack, Chakraborti pon- 
tificated: “It is beneath my dignity to talk to agitating 
students, and neither am I paid for this,” and then he 
called the cops. 

Just as they had at the demonstrations protesting 
the gang rape of Jyoti Singh Pandey in January and 
February of 2013, the police — along with riot police and 


plainclothes government thugs — brutally attacked the 
demonstrators, sexually assaulting several women stu- 
dents, beating others so severely that 40 had to be hos- 
pitalized and two were critically injured, and arresting 
at least 35. Rather than this vicious onslaught stopping 
the protest, within hours a spontaneous rally brought 

5.000 to demonstrate near the university. The next day 

10.000 students from colleges and even high schools 
across Kolkata marched through the streets. 
#HOKKOLOROB — CLAMOR! 

Refusing to give up, the students took to social 
media, creating the hashtag #hokkolorob. Hok Kolo- 

rob, the title of 
a song sung by 
Bangladeshi 
singer Arnob, 
means “Let 
there be noise” 
or “Clamor!” It 
went viral as 
students and 
others spread 
the word and 
came out into 

the streets in the tens of thousands in a driving rain 
on Sept. 20 — a demonstration marked by the unusually 
high number of women, many of whom remarked on 
the similarity of their struggle to the one that erupted 
in Delhi in 2012. There were solidarity demonstrations 
leading up to Sept. 20 in Delhi, Hyderabad, Mumbai, 
Bengaluru, and other cities. The movement continued 
and on the one-month anniversary of the police riot 
at Jadavpur, 700 students went on a 24-hour hunger 
strike and held a rally in the evening. 

The Kolkata events reveal several things: that 
people know that laws on the books are not enough to 
change a reality where women, students, and others 
are treated like chattel by those in power; that women 
will no longer be intimidated by slut-shaming or believe 
that it is their fault if they are raped or abused; and 
lastly, that the promise of the Delhi demonstrations 
to change women’s lives — to proclaim that women’s 
lives have meaning and, yes, even power — is something 
worth fighting for, no matter how long that fight takes. 
The 100,000 youth marching through the streets in a 
pouring rain make clear that they are up to the fight 
and are determined to continue the struggle that began 
in Delhi. 


Chicago — Feminist activists Miriame Kaba, who 
helped run the Chicago Taskforce on Violence Against 
Girls and Young Women, and Emily Thuma headlined 
“Lessons in Self-Defense: Women’s Prisons, Gendered 
Violence and Antiracist Feminisms in the 1970s and 
’80s” at DePaul University on Oct. 16. October is Do- 
mestic Violence Awareness month and the annual 
month of resistance to mass incarceration, police ter- 
ror, repression and the criminalization of a generation. 

Thuma and Kaba focused on reviving a strong 
movement against the imprisonment of women who 
have defended themselves against violence — who have 
injured or killed men who raped and/or abused them. 
They presented as a model the defense of women of 
color in the 1970s, like the campaigns for Joanne Little, 
Inez Garcia and Yvonne Wanrow, all prosecuted for kill- 
ing men who had attacked them or their children. (All 
three spoke for themselves in News & Letters.) 

The speakers see the case of Marissa Alexander — 
who was wrongly convicted of aggravated assault for 
firing a warning shot at the ceiling as her husband 
tried to attack her after he threatened to kill her — as a 
possible catalyst for today. He had been arrested twice 
for domestic violence and had put Alexander in the hos- 
pital. If her appeal fails, she is threatened with a mini- 
mum sentence of 60 years in prison. 

Each speaker recalled when feminists had orga- 
nized to create the first safe places for women, women’s 
shelters and rape crisis centers. Governments took 
over control and replaced movement volunteers with 
bureaucratically delivered services, all of which can 
disappear whenever budgets are cut. 

Thuma, professor of Women and Gender Studies 
at the University of California, Irvine, is a long-time 
activist in feminist anti- violence. Kaba has fought vio- 
lence through organizing and education. Both called for 
demolishing the present prison system, while encour- 
aging the audience to reflect on the question and come 
up with alternatives. 

It is a shame that this opposition to violence 
against women did not also at least reference the un- 
successful but inspiring movement to stop the execu- 
tion of Iranian Reyhaneh Jabbari, hanged for killing 
the man who tried to rape her. That would have helped 
the audience understand the international dimension 
of this kind of violence against women. 

To help, or for more information, go to: FreeMaris- 
saNow.org. — Elise Barclay 


Pm: Reclaiming Abortion Rights — a review 



by Artemis 

In Guatemala, the Mayan Women’s Movement 
(MWM), a part of the Council of K’itche People, works 
with trade unions and farmers to stop mining, hydro- 
electric dams, monoculture crops, mega-tourism, and 
infrastructure-building by corporations that destroy 
natural resources and push them further into star- 
vation. Their massive demonstrations stopped some 
projects, including a proposed “Monsanto Law” that 
would have criminalized farmers using non-GMO 
seeds. Corporations are using the government and 
the Guatemalan and U.S. militaries to kill, intimidate 
and relocate native peasants who resist them. MWM’s 
spokeswoman Lolita Chavez has been charged with 21 
offenses for speaking out, but is enthusiastic that the 
movement is finding ways to live that are not “racist, 
colonizing, exclusionary, capitalist, and patriarchal.” 

* * * 

GamerGate, a U.S. internet hate group, has been 
harassing women designers of online games and those 
who criticize games dehumanizing women. Three wom- 
en have been driven from their homes by death and 
rape threats after their addresses were posted online. 
Two received bomb threats when one was to receive an 
award and the other was scheduled to speak. Gamer- 
Gate members threatened actress Emma Watson for 
giving a speech at the UN encouraging men to support 
feminism. GamerGate’s claim that it only cares about 
ethics in gaming journalism has been widely debunked. 
* * * 

No major English-speaking news source reported 
on the massive feminist strike on Oct. 22, when thou- 
sands of mostly young women and their allies of all 
ages and genders shut down traffic and subways in 
Barcelona. Activists occupied government and business 
offices and put up graffiti and banners reading “Death 
to Patriarchy,” and “Caregivers Strike.” Their mani- 
festo explains that Spain’s recent labor strikes ignored 
women’s concerns such as reproductive rights and un- 
paid caregiving. Spanish women denounce “this circle 
of the powerful in perpetuating a devastating market 
system which undermines both social justice and gen- 
der equality.” The over 600 feminist and community 
groups that planned the Vaga de Totes (Everything 
Strike) are planning an even bigger one for spring 2015. 


Pro by Katha Pollitt is a wake-up call to the pro- 
choice movement to reclaim abortion as a positive so- 
cial good. Ever since Roe v. Wade legalized abortion, 
we have allowed religious Right rhetoric to sneak into 
our own discussions so that even we now call abortion 
“tragic” and say it should be “safe, legal, and rare.” 

The movement wants to win the support of pro- 
choice people who feel that there is something vaguely 
morally wrong with abortion and want to restrict it. 
Pollitt says these people are trying to sound reason- 
able under social pressure to have what is perceived 
as a moderate position. However, they are not think- 
ing through their views, which have been influenced by 
religious Right propaganda. She analyzes the opinions 
commonly expressed by this “muddled middle” in de- 
tail, showing how they are self-contradictory and non- 
sensical and how restrictions on abortion harm women. 

Pollitt discusses how the notion of the per- 
sonhood of the fertilized egg, embryo or fetus 
does not hold up to scrutiny. All of these lack a 
conscious mind. She explains some of the science 
of pregnancy, such as the fact that half of fertil- 
ized eggs do not implant and one-fifth of pregnan- 
cies are miscarried. She writes, “If fertilized eggs 
are persons, God is remarkably careless about 
them.” She debunks other myths about abortion 
such as the notions that they are dangerous, that 
most women are coerced into them and that le- 
gal abortion in the U.S. is a genocidal plot against 
Black people. 

The religious Right has mostly rejected their im- 
age of women who have abortions as cruel, unnatural 
murderers because it did not sway people. They now re- 
lentlessly promote the view of women as childlike with 
no agency of our own. Pollitt explains that anti-abor- 
tion activism and propaganda is not to protect embryos, 
but to make women as powerless as we were before the 
feminist movement. 

Roe v. Wade was a turning point in chang- 
ing women’s view of ourselves as no longer con- 
trolled by others but in control of our own lives: 
“Women’s lives are different now — so much so 
that we’re in danger of forgetting how they used 
to be.” Legal abortion has allowed women to be 
more human in that we can participate in society 
without randomly changing our lives to become 
mothers. Now, even a woman who chooses against 
abortion for religious reasons has made a choice. 

Women’s humanity is endangered as the religious 


Right uses the public distaste it has created for abor- 
tion to demonize women’s enjoyment of our sexuality, 
which should be a human right, and use of birth con- 
trol, which obviously limits the need 
for abortion. The religious Right 
also trivializes childbirth and moth- 
erhood as “inconveniences” so easy 
and socially unimportant that even 
a preteen can do them while living 
in poverty with poor health. 

Pollitt says young feminists 
are pouring into the movement 
with an eagerness to reclaim 
abortion from stigma. They are 
creating new techniques of ac- 
tivism and, in the reproductive 
justice movement, connecting abortion with other 
reproductive rights and with social justice. Pro is be- 
ing widely discussed among feminists and will help 
give this renewed pro-choice movement a boost during 
a very reactionary time. — Adele 
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Hong Kong youth confront class rule 


Hundreds of people in Hong Kong marched to Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China government offices on Nov. 9 
to demand direct negotiations with the government of 
China and to oppose sham democratic elections planned 
for 2017. Marchers began from encampments of thou- 
sands of protesters who had been maintaining block- 
ades of major thoroughfares for more than six weeks. 

China’s legislative branch chose on Aug. 31 to 
implement elections promised for 2017 by limiting 
candidates to those chosen by the Legislative Council. 
Earlier in August, Occupy Central with Love organized 
demonstrations, promising resistance to any attempts 
to limit democracy. Students in Hong Kong observed 
school boycotts between Sept. 22 and 27 that student 
youth in Scholarism and the Hong Kong Federation of 
Students promoted. 

Since then demonstrators have blockaded thor- 
oughfares and squares in Mong Kok, Causeway Bay 
and the Civic Center. They have maintained their oc- 
cupation into a second month. They have weathered re- 
peated attacks by police and frequent arrests. Demon- 
strators’ use of umbrellas to deflect tear gas attacks led 
to the term “Umbrella Revolution.” As often as police 
cleared a road of people and barricades, the barricades 
were rebuilt after police moved on. 

RULE BY BIG CAPITAL AND CP 

The class rule in Hong Kong that hundreds of thou- 
sands have demonstrated against is an oligarchy of fi- 
nancial capitalists oriented toward Beijing as key inves- 
tors in the labor power of China’s workers. To confront 
occupiers, corporate interests organized shopkeepers 
and taxi drivers in counter-demonstrations. They suf- 
fered embarrassment when it was exposed that other 
supposedly ordinary citizens who physically attacked 
young demonstrators were hired thugs from organized 
crime’s Triad Society. 

Xi Jinping’s government in Beijing has called the 
opposition in Hong Kong a Color Revolution, blaming 
U.S. and British imperialism for fomenting uprisings 
from outside. 

MORE STRIKES, MORE ARRESTS 

Major strikes in China have doubled since last 
year’s waves of strikes that shut factories in auto and 
electronics. Workers have been stopping production 
over wage disputes, benefits, outsourcing and plant 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


continued from p. 1 

technology, Mr. Duncan was misdiagnosed and then 
sent home. It is ironic that Duncan was sent home in- 
fected, while nurse Hickox was detained lacking evi- 
dence of any illness. 

Assuming that Mr. Duncan did not have health in- 
surance, Dallas Presbyterian hospital would have had 
every financial motive to dismiss a non-paying patient 
with an illness which could appear as the flu. 

Some blamed the doctor who misdiagnosed him, or 
the RN who failed to tell the doctor Duncan had just 
traveled from Liberia, or even Duncan for “falsifying” 
the form at a Liberian airport. But as CNA/CNN as- 
serts in their press release: “There were no certain 
protocols to follow.” One can keep saying the system is 
fine, it’s individuals at fault. Or one can think: there’s 
something else. 

HOSPITAL ‘PROTOCOL’ IS THE BOTTOM LINE 

Dallas Presbyterian had a main “protocol” firmly 
in place. It is institutionalized under the current cor- 
porate HMO interpretation of the Affordable Care Act’s 
(ACA) cost-control mandate — “affordable” means to 
them cost-cutting in the interests of the bottom line. 

We frontline workers — from MDs and RNs to 
housekeepers, lab techs and receptionists — are keenly 
aware of this. We have to be to stay employed. Protocols 
were not breached. Doctor and nurses were following 
the bottom-line protocol by which they were fully dis- 
ciplined. 

How can we expect one nurse, one doctor, to go 
against this tide, when the most powerful official on 
earth could not resist the pull? The President, during 
the height of the health insurance debate, stressed two 
main ingredients of the ACA to get support from his 
opponents in Congress and the industry. The first one 
was the individual mandate, to make every individual 
purchase private health insurance. The second was 
that no non-citizen, no foreigner, no immigrant, would 
benefit from the ACA. 

If any protocol was breached, it is this: Mr. Dun- 
can, an African from Liberia, an uninsured foreigner, 
dared to seek healthcare at a U.S. healthcare facility, 
a subsidiary of an HMO chain that was looking to cut 
costs wherever possible. He dared to get ill by helping 
another West African who fell ill, and he died after re- 
peated attempts to get care, killed by a virus which did 
not respect national borders, institutional jurisdiction 
and fiduciary boundaries. 

The Ebola crisis has brought front and center a 
question for our times: Should medicine have borders? 


shutdowns; as well as over demands for worker orga- 
nizing independent of the state-controlled All-China 
Federation of Trade Unions. Ominously, police arrested 
seven strike leaders at a shoe factory in Guangzhou, 
auguring more of the attacks by police and hired thugs 
that have frequently been used against striking work- 
ers in state-capitalist China. 

In 1984 — long before China had become the world’s 
sweatshop with the second largest private capitalist 
economy and billionaires were recruited to the Commu- 
nist Party Central Committee — Deng Xiaoping could 
reach agreement with Margaret Thatcher on return of 
Hong Kong to Chinese control in 1997. They agreed on 
a “one country, two systems” policy that included some 
rights guaranteed to people — but primarily to protect 
rights for Hong Kong’s capital as Deng embarked on 
creating more special economic zones with foreign in- 
vestment. 

HONG KONG REPRESENTS ALL CHINA 

The border separating Hong Kong and the rest of 
China since British imperialists stole Hong Kong in 
1842 has not halted the passage of ideas of freedom. 
In 1925-26, as part of anti-British agitation throughout 
eastern China, workers carried on a more than year- 
long general strike still remembered in Hong Kong. 

In May 1967 Hong Kong authorities’ killing of a 
picketer during a strike precipitated a youth rebellion 
among the many jobless youth who had fled the retro- 
gression and famine of Mao’s China. 

The rebellion against British rule was a youth re- 
bellion comparable to that of Black youth in U.S. cities 
like Watts and Detroit at that time. The local Commu- 
nist Party leaders who had guided the strike had no in- 
fluence on the youth rebellion for two days before they 
raced to the front to divert that movement. 

Under “one country, two systems,” that border 
has allowed the people of Hong Kong to represent all 
of China in commemoration of the June 4, 1989, mas- 
sacres at Tiananmen Square and Chengdu, as 180,000 
renewed the annual march this June 4. The fear in 
Beijing, where bosses and Party are on the same side, 
is that uprisings against class rule in Hong Kong will 
spill across that border to the already rebellious work- 
ers and peasants. — Bob McGuire 


Nurses strike for care 



FOR 
HEALTH 
AND 
; SAFETY 


TO FIGHT 


On Nov. 11 and 12 thousands of California nurses struck Kaiser hospi- 
tals over systemic cutbacks in patient care. Speaking at a noon rally in 
Oakland, a nurse described how she was prevented from giving care by 
Kaiser policies and quoted the saying, “In a time of universal deceit, tell- 
ing the truth is a revolutionary act,” adding, “we are all revolutionaries.” 


Workers can fix L.A. 

Los Angeles — On Oct. 28, several thousand Los An- 
geles City workers (mostly Latina/o and Blacks) and 
community supporters marched through downtown 
to City Hall to protest the city’s proposed 30% cut in 
workers’ wages and benefits. The cuts included medical 
coverage, bonuses and retirement benefits, as more and 
more of the city’s infrastructure deteriorates. 

Protesters in high spirits chanted, “Banks got 
bailed out, we got sold out,” referencing how taxes from 
workers bailed out the banks in 2008. 

Hundreds of signs had the logo “Fix L.A.” and 
named various occupations including trash pick- 
up, waste water handling, street and sidewalk 
repairs, vehicle maintenance, building main- 
tenance, janitors, animal shelters, zoo mainte- 
nance, landscaping and tree maintenance. 

Other signs read: “Fix Our Streets, Not Wall 
Street,” “Restore L.A. Services Now,” and “SEIU Local 
721.” A few of the community-based organizations in 
support included the Alliance of California Community 
Empowerment, the Korean Immigrant Workers Advo- 
cate, Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice, and 
Strategic Action For a Just Economy. 

Speakers included union local presidents and of- 
ficers, a McDonald’s worker making $10.75 per hour, 
a truck driver, and an activist for affordable housing. 
The SEIU speaker said we are out here because nothing 
has happened at the negotiating table since August. A 
Black woman unionist stated that a strike was a pos- 
sibility. — Basho 


UAW shirks campaign 
at Mercedes-Benz 

Detroit — Instead of holding an election of rank-and- 
file workers at the Mercedes-Benz auto plant in Tusca- 
loosa, Ala., the United Auto Workers union (UAW) in 
October simply declared that Local Union 112 was in 
existence to represent workers at the plant. UAW offi- 
cials said they hoped to convince a majority of the 3,400 
full-time workers there to join the union, and are seek- 
ing to persuade Mercedes-Benz management to accept 
the union as the sole representative of the workers. 

This is in keeping with the perspective of former 
UAW President Bob King, who tried to obtain manage- 
ment’s agreement to not oppose union drives — a pro- 
found departure from historic practice of convincing 
workers to join the union and battling management to 
gain their victories. These battles helped to establish 
solidarity and brotherhood, which were undermined by 
the union bureaucracy in recent decades with conces- 
sionary contracts imposed on rank-and-file workers. 

A recent example of the backfiring of King’s strat- 
egy occurred last February at the Volkswagen plant in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., where workers rejected the UAW 
despite management’s actual support of the union 
drive. Following this defeat, the UAW nevertheless uni- 
laterally established Local Union 42, and UAW officials 
now claim that a majority of the Volkswagen workers 
are union members. The fact remains, however, that 
the culture in the South is very strongly anti-union and 
unionization efforts there have consistently failed. 

The UAW has to change both its tactics and strat- 
egy if it hopes to succeed in the South. But new UAW 
President Williams has pledged to continue the policies 
and practices of King, who, more than any UAW presi- 
dent before him, has tied the UAW more closely to auto 
management and always declared, “We are all in the 
same boat” — unlike the auto worker who said “I don’t 
see any auto executives on the unemployment line with 
me.” —Andy Phillips 

Detroit: houses lost, 
pensions looted 

Detroit — As expected, Judge Stephen Rhodes ruled 
Nov. 7 that Detroit’s Plan of Adjustment was fair and 
feasible and allowed the City of Detroit to exit bank- 
ruptcy. One retiree termed the jovial press conference 
with the Mayor, Council President, Emergency Man- 
ager and Governor Rick Snyder as “sickening.” 

Thanks to the media, people believe retirees vot- 
ed “overwhelmingly” for a 4.5% cut to their pensions. 
Half the retirees did not vote, and many believed Judge 
Rhodes’ ruling that federal bankruptcy law overrides 
Michigan Constitutional protection of pensions would 
be overturned. But the “yes” vote included relinquish- 
ing pensioners’ right to seek further legal redress. 
REDEVELOPING DETROIT MINUS DETROITERS 

Now that the election has given Republican Snyder 
four more years, an additional 25% of Detroit home- 
owners are in danger of losing their homes next year 
because the county’s new regulations require full pay- 
ment of all back taxes to avert foreclosure. Meanwhile 
the Plan of Adjustment gave several prime real estate 
parcels to the bond insurers, who can now redevelop 
them for huge profits. 

Now that bankruptcy has spun off part of the De- 
troit Water and Sewerage Department, citizens fear 
that excessive water bills and continued mass water 
shutoffs are one more weapon to clear them out of the 
city. Nearly 600 people testified Oct. 19 before the UN 
Special Rapporteurs. “We were shocked, impressed by 
the proportions of the disconnections and by the way 
that it is affecting the weakest, the poorest and the 
most vulnerable,” said one. The Peoples’ Water Board 
Coalition is demanding implementation of the 2005 
affordability plan. Mayor Duggan said he was disap- 
pointed with the UN’s visit. Shutoffs continue apace. 
HUMAN COSTS FOR RETIREES 

One activist spoke for many with her post on Face- 
book: “A small group of Detroiters have been fighting 
this corrupt bankruptcy since it started. I explained to 
a reporter it was a political, not financial, bankrupt- 
cy — a far Right-wing takeover.... While one retiree 
was interviewed, another started to cry next to me. I 
think the human cost of this (aside from the personal 
impact — how will my mom pay for her groceries?) is 
enormous. It is my mom or this crying retiree times 
23,000 Detroit retirees. And if you think it’s just here? 
No. It is all the grandmas and grandpas of Greece. It 
is the public workers in Puerto Rico. It is the firefight- 
ers of Central Falls, Rhode Island. And soon it will be 
the parents and grandparents of many in Chicago. The 
personal and community wealth to be siphoned off to 
the Cayman Islands and yachts is stomach turning...” 

Detroit residents and their allies, now more than 
ever, will need to continue networking and organizing 
to make sure the philosophy of the people is loud and 
clear in determining what kind of new Detroit we want. 

— Susan Van Gelder 
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1 953 letters on Hegel’s Absolutes 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEIISKAYA 


Editor’s note: Raya Dunayevskaya’s May 12, 1953, 
letter — presented in two parts, beginning in the 
previous issue — is one of the historic writings included 
in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism, 
which singled out her May 1953 letters on Hegel’s 
Absolutes as that philosophic moment. On the 25th 
anniversary of the book’s publication, we consider 
that a new exploration of its contents is timely for 
our world struggling for the survival, deepening and 
spread of today’s revolutions, plagued as they are by 
both counter-revolution and self-limiting ideologies. 
All footnotes were added by the editors. 

Continued from previous issue 

I will return to freedom, and where our age proves 
it has abolished the distinction between theory and 
practice and that which is the preoccupation of the 
theorists — freedom out of one-party totalitarianism — 
is the preoccupation of the great masses, but now I 
must still stick close to Hegel for when he reaches that 
point he goes not into paeans of freedom but an attack 
on all old radical parties from the Social-Democracy 
(Kant to Hegel) to the Socialist Labor Party (formalists 
to Hegel) and he does not let go until the method itself 
extends itself into a system } 

And on p. 482 he says, “The method effects this 
as a system of totality.... This progress determines 
itself, first, in this manner, that it begins from simple 
determinatenesses and that each subsequent one is 
richer and more concrete.” It has not been in a straight 
line, but an approach both rearward and forward so 
that now we can see “In the absolute method the Notion 
preserves itself in its otherness, and the universal in 
its particularization, in the Judgment and in reality; 
it raises to each next stage of determination the whole 
mass of its antecedent content, and by its dialectical 
progress not only loses nothing and leaves nothing 
behind, but carries with it all that it has acquired, 
enriching and concentrating itself upon itself’ [SLII, 
pp. 482-83; SLM, p. 840]. 

So that none of the other philosophies (parties to 
us) just degenerated or died, but their achievements 
have been incorporated in the new philosophy or party 
and this new has been enriched “concentrating itself 
upon itself’ for we have that new source, the third layer. 

Now watch this: “Each new stage of exteriorization 
(that is, of further determination) is also an 
interiorization, and greater extension is also higher 
intensity” [SLII, p. 483; SLM, pp. 840-41]. What a 
more perfect description of going outward with B, 2 and 
becoming richer inward and more intense. 

“The highest and acutest point is simple 
personality,” continues Hegel, “which, by virtue alone 
of the absolute dialectic which is its nature, 
equally holds and comprehends everything 
within itself because it perfectly liberates 
itself...” [SLII, p. 483; SLM, p. 841]. So 
we are back at liberation and until the 
end of The Absolute Idea that will be 
the theme, liberation, freedom and an 
absolutely uncompromising, Bolshevik 
attack on impatience. If you are right and 
the Unhappy Consciousness [a section of 
Hegel’s Phenomenology ] should somehow 
go as part of Abernism — and I agree with 
you there — then nevertheless I will not let 
go of Leland. 3 Just listen to the absolutely 
devastating analysis by Hegel, and 
remember Hegel does it as he has already 
approached freedom and we met that type 
when we approached independence: 

P. 484: “That impatience whose only wish is to go 
beyond the determinate (whether in the form of begin- 
ning, object, finite, or in any other form) and to be im- 
mediately in the absolute, has nothing before it as ob- 
ject of its cognition but the empty negative, the abstract 
infinite, — or else a would-be absolute, which is imagi- 
nary because it is neither posited nor comprehended” 
[SLII, p. 484; SLM, pp. 841-42]. 

I am shaking all over for we have come to where we 
part from Lenin. 4 I mentioned before that, although in 

1. G.W.F. Hegel, Science of Logic, Vol. II, translated by W.H. 
Johnston and L.G. Struthers (MacMillan, 1929), p. 480; 
quotations in this letter are from this edition, hereafter 
referred to as SLII. Page numbers are also given for the 
translation by A.V. Miller (Humanities Press, 1969), hereafter 
referred to as SLM, in this instance p. 838. 

2. “B” refers to Charles Denby’s Indignant Heart, first 
published in 1952. A greatly expanded book was published in 
1978 as Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal (Boston: 
South End Press); a new edition was published in 1989 by 
Wayne State University Press. 

3. Martin Abern was one of the founders of U.S. Trotskyism. 
Leland was the organizational secretary in 1951-52 of 
Correspondence Committees, the independent organization 
formed by the Johnson-Forest Tendency when it left the 
Socialist Workers Party. 

4. In the 1974 pamphlet Dialectics of Liberation, which 
excerpted the 1953 letters, the phrase, “where we part from 
Lenin,” is underlined, and double vertical lines are alongside 


the approach to the Absolute Idea Lenin had mentioned 
that man’s cognition not only reflects the objective 
world but creates it but that within the chapter he never 
developed it. Objective world connections, materialism, 
dialectical materialism it is true, but not the object 
and subject as one fully developed — that’s what he 
saw. Then he reaches the last paragraph: “For the Idea 
posits itself as the absolute unity of the pure Notion and 
its Reality, and thus gathers itself into the immediacy 
of Being; and in doing so, as totality in this form, it is 
Nature ” [SLII, p. 485; SLM, p. 843]. 

There Lenin stops — it 
is the beginning of the last 
paragraph — and he says: “This 
phrase on the last page of the 
Logic is exceedingly remarkable. 

The transition of the logical 
idea to Nature. Stretching a 
hand to materialism. This is 
not the last phrase of the Logic , 
but further till the end of the 
page is unimportant” [. Lenin’s 
Collected Works, Vol. 38, p. 234]. 

But, my dear Vladimir 
Ilyitch, it is not true; the end 
of that page is important; we of 
1953, we who have lived three 
decades after you and tried to 
absorb all you have left us, we 
can tell you that. 

Listen to the very 

next sentence: “But this 

determination is not a perfected 
becoming or a transition...” 

[SLII, p. 485; SLM, p. 843]. 

Remember how transition 
was everything to you in the 
days of Monopoly, the eve of 
socialism. Well, Hegel has 

passed beyond transition, he 
says this last determination, “the pure Idea, in which 
the determinateness or reality of the Notion is itself 
raised to the level of Notion, is an absolute liberation, 
having no further immediate determination which is 
not equally posited and equally Notion. Consequently 
there is no transition in this freedom.... The transition 
here therefore must rather be taken to mean that the 
Idea freely releases itself in absolute self-security and 
self-repose” [SLII, pp. 485, 486; SLM, p. 843]. 

You see, Vladimir Ilyitch, you didn’t have Stalinism 
to overcome, when transitions, revolutions seemed 
sufficient to bring the new society. Now everyone looks 
at the totalitarian one-party state, that is the new 
that must be overcome by a totally new revolt in which 
everyone experiences “absolute liberation.” So we build 
with you from 1920-23 and include the experience of 
three decades. 

But, H (Hauser, not Hegel), I have 
not finished yet, not that last paragraph 
in Hegel, nor my summation, for we must 
retrace our steps to the paragraph before 
and as we do, let’s keep in mind Marx’s last 
chapter of Capital (Vol. I). Hegel writes: 
“In so far the pure Idea of Cognition is 
enclosed in subjectivity, and therefore is an 
impulse to transcend the latter; and, as last 
result, pure truth becomes the beginning of 
another sphere and science. This transition 
need here only be intimated” [SLII, p. 485; 
SLM, p. 843]. And then he goes into how 
the Idea posits itself and is liberation. 
That, he says, he cannot fully develop here; 
he can only intimate it. 

Now you will recall that that is precisely what 
Marx does in the [chapters on the] accumulation of 
capital when he reaches the laws of concentration and 
centralization of capital and socialization of labor. 
He says he cannot develop these, but he can give an 
intimation, and this intimation turns out to be that: 1) 
the ultimate would be centralization of capital “in the 
hands of one single capitalist corporation” 5 ; 2) that it 
would not matter if that occurs peacefully or violently; 
3) but that with the centralization grows also the revolt , 
and it is not just any revolt but one that is “organized, 
united, disciplined by the very mechanism of capitalist 
production.” 6 

H, are you as excited as I? Just as Marx’s 
development of the form of the commodity and money 
came from Hegel’s syllogistic U P I [Universal- 
Particular-Individual], so the Accumulation of Capital 
(the General Absolute Law) is based on The Absolute 


this paragraph. 

5. This is quoted from Chapter 25, “The General Law of 
Capitalist Accumulation,” of Capital, Vol. I, the chapter in 
which Marx explains “the absolute general law of capitalist 
accumulation.” 

6. Marx revisits the absolute general law of capitalist 
accumulation in Chapter 32, “The Historical Tendency of 
Capitalist Accumulation,” where he writes of “the revolt of 
the working class... disciplined, united, organized by the very 
mechanism of the process of capitalist production itself.” 


Idea. 

Remember also that we kept on repeating Lenin’s 
aphorism that Marx may not have left us “a” Logic, but 
he left us the logic of Capital [. Lenin’s Collected Works, 
Vol. 38, p. 319]. This is it — the logic of Capital is the 
dialectic of bourgeois society : the state capitalism at one 
pole and the revolt at the other. 

At one stage we tried to divide socialization of 
labor from revolt, the former being still capitalistic, 
and the latter the beginning of socialism. 7 We didn’t 
get very far because that socialization was capitalistic 
but revolt liberates it from 
its capitalistic integument. 
Marx, however, dealing with 
the dialectic of capitalist 
society, did not make the 
negation of the negation any 
more concrete, but, on the 
contrary, in the last chapter 
returns to the origins of 
capitalism. 

Now we are ready 
to return to the last few 
sentences of the Logic 
ending with, “But this 
next resolution of the pure 
Idea — to determine itself as 
external Idea — thereby only 
posits for itself the mediation 
out of which the Notion arises 
as free existence that out of 
externality has passed into 
itself; arises to perfect its self- 
liberation in the Philosophy 
of Spirit, and to discover the 
highest Notion of itself in that 
logical science as the pure 
Notion which forms a Notion 
of itself’ [SLII, p. 486; SLM, 
p. 843-44]. 

( Please , Hauser, can you get a hold of a copy of 
Philosophy of Spirit or is it Mind ? I am brazen enough 
to want to swim there too. I have an instinct that we 
couldn’t get very far there when we tried it before 
because we equated Mind to party, but now that I 
believe the dialectic of the Absolute Idea is the dialectic 
of the party, I feel that Mind is the new society gestating 
in the old, and I feel sure we could get a lot of very 
valuable dialectical developments there, and what is so 
significant about that also is the building of the new 
within the old makes it possible to stop jumping from 
high point to high point but rather to follow concretely 
since this new is in the daily struggle.) 

Somewhere in the letters about Lenin’s Philosophic 
Notebooks it is stated that Lenin was aware of the gap 
between his Universal (“to a man” 8 ) and the concrete 
Russian proletariat, where we are more aware of the 
identity of the Universal and the concrete American 
proletariat. 9 What, further, these two years of our 
organization showed was the high stage of social 
consciousness of the new layers attracted to us: they 
practice in the paper before they join and yet they 
appreciate leadership. Perhaps I’m stretching but I 
feel that in the Absolute General Law when Marx was 
developing the dialectic of bourgeois society to its limit 
and came up with the revolt “united, organized, and 
disciplined” he also set the limits to the dialectic of the 
party which is part of bourgeois society and will wither 
with its passing as will the bourgeois state. It appears to 
me when objective and subjective are so interpenetrated 
that the preoccupation of the theoreticians [and] of the 
man on the street is can we be free when what has 
arisen is the one-party state, the assertion of freedom, 
“personal and free” and full liberation takes precedence 
over economics, politics, philosophy, or rather refuses 
to be rent asunder into three and wants to be one, the 
knowledge that you can be free. 

Do you remember the letter of May 20, 1949: “We 
are poles apart from Hegel but very close to him in 
another respect. As materialists we root man in his 
environment, but now that the real history of humanity 
is about to begin, the Hegelian concept of speculative 
reason comes to life with us, as never before, though on 
our basis.” 10 

W. [Raya Dunayevskaya] 


7. In a letter to Dunayevskaya of June 24, 1949, C.L.R. 
James wrote, “There is a deep problem, philosophical and 
all-inclusive around ‘socialization of labor.’ Socialization of 
labor is a capitalist category. I have thought of this almost 
continuously. The socialism is the revolt .” See T he Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection, #1647. 

8. In his “Report on Revising the Programme and Name of the 
Party” of March 8, 1918, Lenin wrote, “Every citizen to a man 
must act as a judge and participate in the government of the 
country. And what is important to us is to enlist all the toilers 
to a man in the government of the state.” Dunayevskaya later 
pointed out that it would have been correct to translate the 
Russian phrase into “to a man, woman, and child.” 

9. This refers to James’s letter to Dunayevskaya of May 20, 
1949. See The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #1614. 

10. Quoted from the same letter just cited, in The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection, #1613. 
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Philosophic dialogue 

Raya Dunayevskaya’ s May 12, 1953, letter on 
Hegel’s Absolutes (printed in the Sept. -Oct. N&L and 
the current issue, see p. 4) is difficult to interpret 
unless read in the context of how what is embryonic is 
developed, and of the continuity and discontinuity in 
relationship to her earlier thinking and to the Johnson- 
Forest Tendency (JFT, of which Dunayevskaya and 
C.L.R. James were co-leaders, and whose philosophical 
approach she calls “Johnsonism”) as a whole. 

This and the following letter of May 20, 1953 (to be 
printed in the next issue), show the process of passing 
beyond both the JFT’s “three layer” theory and its 
focus on “the dialectic of the party.” The May 12 letter 
differentiates its point of departure from James’s Notes 
on Dialectics , much of which focused on Stalinism and 
spontaneity vs. organization. Dunayevskaya was not yet 
aware of the ramifications of what would become a new 
basis of organization, as seen in her return to the “three 
layer” theory — albeit with a different meaning than 
what James had in mind — in her July 1953 document 
“Our Organization.” By the 1980s she would note: 

“[H]ard as I tried to continue in the context that 
preoccupied James and Grace [Boggs] — the ‘dialectics 
of the party’ — I was bound in a very different direction 
once I concentrated on Hegel’s ‘dialectic mediation’ 
rather than any sort of ‘mediator,’ whether the Party 
or otherwise.... [I]n place of a ‘dialectic of the party’ we 
were, with Hegel’s Self-Thinking Idea, with the masses’ 
Self-Bringing Forth of Liberty, face to face with a new 
society” ( The Power of Negativity , pp. 248, 292). 

FROM PARTY TO SECOND NEGATION 

I would argue that the references to party and to 
layers are residues of Johnsonism soon to be left behind, 
except (1) the statement that the Universal of socialism, 
the new society, is in the lives of the workers and the 
theory of the party, although she would formulate 
this idea differently after working out — in the May 20 
letter — the movement from practice that is itself a form 
of theory; and (2) the references to the limits of the 
dialectic of the party — later to be reformulated. 

Another differentiation from Notes on Dialectics 
is that it had translated negation of the negation as 
“only the general development of socialism through 
overcoming Stalinism, whereas now we can be more 
concrete, at least in relation to our own organization 
where the mediating determination is a negative ‘but 
the negative of the positive and includes the latter.’” 

This gives a view deeper than the May 
12 letter’s earlier statement translating the 
second negation into the party’s Other as not 
the proletariat outside but the party itself. This 
passage on the “turning point” of the movement 
of the Notion — that is, the second negation — 
turns out to be the turning point for this letter as 
well. The negation of the negation becomes the 
basis of “our organization” and the dialectic of 
the party is no longer the framework. From here 
on the letter’s focus shifts to liberation, freedom, 
and the attack on impatience. 

One of the central points therein is the relationship 
of Hegel’s Absolute and Marx’s Capital. What was new 
and what was not new in the May 12 letter — in other 
words, what is its continuity and discontinuity? 

(1) Lenin’s notes on Hegel’s Science of Logic 
compared the discussion of the development of the 
commodity-form and money in Chapter 1 of Capital to 
Hegel’s Universal-Particular-Individual. (2) As part of 
the JFT, Dunayevskaya had noted that Chapter 1 also 
includes the section on the fetishism of commodities. 
(3) The letter made the new observation that the final 
parts of Vol. 1 of Capital are based on the Absolute Idea. 

What is new in this letter is the comparison of the 
end of Capital , Vol. 1, to the end of Science of Logic. 
For Dunayevskaya, “the negation of the negation” 
in Capital meant that capitalist society created its 
negation through its own inherent dialectic, which 
engenders revolt by the workers. And thereby Marx 
“also set the limits to the dialectic of the party, which 
is part of bourgeois society and will wither with its 
passing as will the bourgeois state.” 

This comes after Dunayevskaya has gone 
beyond Lenin and James to highlight the conclusion 
of Absolute Idea, with the question of going beyond 
transitions to the need for “a new revolt in which 
everyone experiences absolute liberation.” 

Both Capital and Hegel’s Absolute Idea chapter 
point to the future without making it “any more 
concrete.” This line of thought compels Dunayevskaya 
to dive into Hegel’s Philosophy of Mind. She feels that 
the JFT “couldn’t get very far [with the Philosophy 
of Mind] when we tried it before because we equated 
Mind to party, but now... I feel that Mind is the new 
society gestating in the old....” And for the third time 
she returns to the question of what happens after and 
the need for “full liberation.” 

The movement of the whole letter is driving toward 
the May 20 letter — which takes up Philosophy of 
Mind — and, implicitly, to the replacement of “dialectic 
of the party” with what she would much later formulate 
as “dialectics of philosophy and organization.” 

— Franklin Dmitryev 


Election deepens U.S. reactionary direction 



Oakland vigil in solidarity with Michael Brown. Ferguson unrest continues at press time. 


continued from p. 1 

Republican Secretary of State, 50,000 new registra- 
tions simply disappeared. 

African Americans, whose vote was solidly 
against the Republicans, have repeatedly put 
American democracy on trial and found it guilty 
of fraud. The truth is expressed in persistent deep 
currents of revolt in society, like the continuous 
mass actions and demonstrations by Blacks and 
others — sparked by the murder of Michael Brown 
in Ferguson, Mo. — 
against militarized 
police who repeat- 
edly gun down un- 
armed Black men 
and women with 
impunity. 

Women also voted 
against Republicans 
who tried to obfuscate 
their war on women by 
fecklessly coming out 
for over-the-counter 
contraception — while, 
at one and the same 
time, supporting cor- 
porations and quasi- 
religious institutions 
that refuse to let 
their insurance pay 

for birth control — and who support draconian anti- 
abortion measures that would criminalise miscar- 
riages and ban abortions even at the risk of a woman’s 
life. Republicans also attacked women economically by 
slashing food stamps and opposing minimum wage in- 
creases, issues that affect women — especially poor and 
minority women — the most. The gender gap was again 
wide: 47% of women voted for Republicans, as against 
57% of men. 

September saw one of the largest demonstrations 
in recent history as hundreds of thousands in New York 
and around the world came out for the People’s Climate 
March (see p. 11). In spite of the overwhelming scien- 
tific consensus that continued use of fossil fuels threat- 
ens a catastrophe for the environment and humanity, 
the big-lie Republicans marketed doubt and outright 
denial. The most obnoxious, fanatical denier of climate 
science, Sen. James Inhofe, will now head the commit- 
tee on environment. 

In spite of the need to limit greenhouse gas emis- 
sions — and without regard to studies revealing prob- 
lems of water contamination, earthquakes and respira- 
tory illnesses — big energy companies have been allowed 
to go full bore into the hydraulic fracturing (fracking) 
method of extracting fossil fuels over the last decade. 
Oil companies poured millions of dollars into defeating 
local initiatives against fracking; yet Denton, Texas, 
where the new oil and gas boom started, passed a frack- 
ing ban, as did Athens, Ohio, as well as San Benito and 
Mendocino Counties in California. 

WAR CLOUDS ON THE HORIZON 

The explosive growth in U.S. oil and gas extraction 
has lowered the price of oil, producing a small, tempo- 
rary lift to the U.S. economy. Lower oil prices comple- 
ment sanctions against heavily oil-reliant Iran’s efforts 
to develop nuclear capacity, and against Russia, which, 
though economically weak and equally dependent on 
oil, is nevertheless a military nuclear behemoth, and 
is constantly testing NATO and the U.S. militarily. In 
both cases economic war is on the verge of becoming 
actual war. Unreconstructed neo-cons — thoroughly 
discredited for bringing the U.S. into the Middle East 
quagmire with their fiction of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion in Iraq — are now back in vogue in the Senate, de- 
manding military steps against Russia’s continuing in- 
cursion into Ukraine and no negotiated deal with Iran. 

Obama desperately wants a deal with Iran over 
keeping their nuclear capabilities short of being able 
to make a bomb. The U.S. is now effectively allied with 
Iran in the war against IS in Iraq. The Wall Street Jour- 
nal just publicized a leak out of the government secu- 
rity apparatus that the President has secretly written 
to Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei that a 
deal could open an era of cooperation on mutual inter- 
ests. The Republican House has already threatened to 
obstruct any attempt to end Iran sanctions and, with 
neo-con Senators like Tom Cotton, who made unquali- 
fied support for Israel an election issue, peace with 
Iran will be even more improbable. Now both houses of 
Congress are more closely allied with Israel’s extreme, 
indeed fascist, ruling party (see “Israel decimates Gaza 
as world faces global counter-revolutions,” Sept.-Oct. 
N&L) that wants the U.S. to fight a war for it in Iran. 

As Commander-in-Chief, Obama never kept his 
promise to uphold the rule of law, which demanded clos- 
ing the extra-legal prison at Guantanamo and making 
the previous administration accountable for war crimes 
like torture. Instead, he pragmatically accommodated 
the security establishment and the generals’ war surge 
strategies before finally attempting to end two unend- 
ing wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Only brave whistle- 


blowers, vigorously prosecuted by this administration 
and demonized as “leakers,” exposed the illegal NSA 
police-state apparatus that intrudes into all our lives. 
BIGGEST LIE IS CAPITALIST REALITY ITSELF 

A more formidable danger is an open big lie, a bro- 
ken-record talking point in this election, that govern- 
ment needs to cut back so that capital accumulation 
can proceed and prosperity can return. For these politi- 
cians, and their economists, empirical facts don’t mat- 
ter. The reason the U.S. outperformed countries that 

adopted austerity 
policies is that after 
the collapse of 2008, 
which for a moment 
even scared the be- 
jeebers out of the rul- 
ers, a stimulus pack- 
age, though woefully 
inadequate, passed. 
By 2010 the obstruc- 
tionists came back to 
power in the House, 
forcing cutbacks. 

The idea that 
austerity is needed 
so that government 
spending doesn’t 
crowd out private 
investment is a lie 
because private capi- 
talists aren’t investing. They are hoarding cash in a 
way not seen since the Great Depression. Capital accu- 
mulation has reached an internal barrier, manifesting 
what Marx called its absolute general law. Rather than 
reproducing its source of value in living labor, namely 
jobs, it is producing unemployment and pauperization. 
The economy’s growth trajectory remains far below pre- 
2008 levels. 

The International Monetary Fund now warns that 
what former Treasury Secretary Larry Summers called 
“secular stagnation” will, without fiscal stimulus from 
governments, push the world economy into a deflation- 
ary contraction. 

Today, Keynesian economists cite 1937, when 
President Roosevelt turned off government spending 
in favor of austerity and the Great Depression came 
back with a vengeance. The 2008 collapse revealed that 
the new finance capital stage of capital accumulation 
has put the reins of the whole system in the hands of 
a minuscule minority. Wresting that control away from 
those parasitic takers would involve a full break with 
the idea that our relation to nature and to each other 
has to be subject to capital and its needs. 

As in 1937, today only war seems able to open the 
spigot of government money. President Obama just 
boosted the military “advisors” on the ground in Iraq 
to 3,100 troops and will get another $3.2 billion for war 
in Syria and Iraq. Sen. McCain has already promised 
to end sequestration’s limits on military funding to buy 
new weapons and pay for new military operations. 

A cry heard at the People’s Climate March was 
that “time is running out.” Indeed it is as long as capi- 
talism perpetuates itself through, to paraphrase Hegel, 
its total inversion of thought and reality, their absolute 
estrangement from one another. One aspect of how 
in the 2014 election U.S. politics reached new depths 
of depravity was the way Republicans associated the 
Ebola crisis with Obama, and some governors started 
victimizing health workers who returned from Africa 
after fighting the Ebola outbreak. (See “Ebola fearmon- 
gering,” p. 1.) 

In this regard Maine Gov. Paul LePage should get 
a “profile in cowardice” award. He was behind in the 
polls but got reelected after garnering national atten- 
tion by using state troopers to quarantine Kaci Hickox, 
a volunteer returning from treating Ebola patients in 
Sierra Leone. LePage took action against this young 
nurse without regard to the science showing that Ebola 
patients without symptoms are not contagious. Hickox 
personifies a true, selfless risk-taker in contrast to the 
constant malarkey heard about billionaire capitalist 
“risk-takers” deserving to wallow in riches. 

Karl Marx once suggested that finance capitalism 
made it easy to take the reins of the whole of produc- 
tion to facilitate its reorganization by freely associated 
workers. Such an effort should be centered not in the 
state but in society, with workers like those thousands 
of healthcare volunteers treating patients and fighting 
Ebola in Africa, who personify what Marx called a new 
passion emerging in society that can reconstruct it on a 
totally new foundation. 
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WOMEN FIGHT RAPE, HARASSMENT AND ABUSE 


When I voted, many posters re- 
minded folks that within 100 feet of the 
polling place you may not “interrupt” 
a person, nor “harass” nor even speak 
about your political views. All I could 
think of was the Supreme Court’s 
ruling on buffer zones at abortion 
clinics. Why can women be “inter- 
rupted” and “harassed,” forced 
to endure the gauntlet of assault 
on their personal, political, and 
healthcare decisions? It made me 
angry, this alleged, hallowed right 
to privacy, to make your own decisions 
free from “interruption” except if you’re 
a woman making decisions about your 
own body. Feminist 

Midwest 

The importance of Terry Moon’s 
column “Fighting rape is in our 
hands” (Sept.-Oct. N&L ) should not be 
underestimated. References to rape are 
everywhere; from the Tea Party to all 
forms of printed media. It is joked about 
in bars. And it is getting worse. As the 
war against women takes on steam, so 
do the implications that rape is just a 
part of our culture. Moon’s account of the 
college basketball player is one example. 
The terrible rapes that have taken place 
in Left groups are particularly troubling. 
It’s urgent to continue fighting back and 
writing about it. Suzanne Rose 

Chicago 

What kind of justice is it that a man 
convicted of abusing his wife and chil- 
dren gets two years in prison, but his 
abused wife gets 30 years for “failing to 
protect” her children? Yet this is what 
happens, as illustrated recently in the 
case of Tondalo Hall. 

Urszula Wislanka 
Oakland, Calif. 

My stress level from street 
harassment has been so high it was 
like every time I walk out the door I put 
my armor on. It causes Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder, which is related to all 


sorts of health problems. Most enraging 
is the command to “smile.” This issue 
pushes my buttons. Just the intrusion, 
the demand for our attention, the 
demand for our response by those 
who believe they are entitled to our 
time — by virtue of having a penis. 

Sonia Bergonzi 
Chicago 

Women have recently been 
shot for not giving random men 
their phone number after being 
followed and harassed. So many people 
say, “What’s the big deal?” This is 
living in constant fear and dying young 
from non-stop fight or flight response 
hormones or actually dying from being 
shot or punched by a stranger who feels 
entitled to claim any woman simply 
because she is in view. I swear, like the 
racism that is so prominently displayed 
these days, this is getting worse and 
worse. K.K. 

Illinois 


ELECTIONS IN U.S.... 

I live in a subsidized apartment in 
New York City where HUD pays 70% of 
my rent. If the GOP eliminates subsi- 
dies for low-income housing, I will lose 
my apartment and have to leave New 
York or go back into a homeless shelter. 
If they eliminate food stamps, how will 
I eat? Soup kitchens run by charities? 
They are some of the most innutritious 
places in the world. Some Republicans 
are talking about restricting SSI to only 
people with physical disabilities. If I 
lose SSI, I also lose Medicaid. So am I 
worried? You better believe it! The solu- 
tion is to band together and fight, mili- 
tantly, like people did in the Great De- 
pression, for shelter, food, medical care 
and a guaranteed income. Militantly 
doesn’t mean appealing to the hearts of 
the politicians. It means taking to the 
streets. Reader 

New York City 



DEBATE ON MIDDLE EAST, REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION 


I loved the way “Israel decimates 
Gaza as world faces global counter- 
revolutions” (Sept.-Oct. N&L ) begins 
by highlighting how Gazans’ suffering 
represents global counter-revolution. 
The Left often takes the side of the 
underdog, the “lesser of the evils” 
fighting “U.S. or Zionist imperialism.” 
The heart of the matter is the two 
worlds of those who deliver wars and 
those at the receiving end. Htun Lin 
Bay Area, Calif. 

Many of the miners murdered at 
Soma, Turkey, were Alevis. Two trade 
union confederations in Turkey take 
special efforts to defend Alevis and 
women and have Alevi leadership. 
The Gezi Resistance also included and 
fought for Alevis. We can point to spe- 
cific movements and parties — the Gezi 
Resistance, the People’s Democracy 
Party and the Party of Democratic Re- 
gions — as places where these struggles 
intersect. They would not be as militant 
and popular were it not for movements 
“from below.” Turkey’s ruling reaction- 
ary party would not be joining the in- 
ternational anti-IS coalition if they did 
not feel these movements breathing 
down their necks. People can see their 
best hopes incarnate in Rojava. Please 

support us. Urun/Harvest 

*** 

I would not mix up the Free Syrian 
Army (FSA) with the Kurdish defense 
forces, and treat both as revolutionary. 
I also welcome the belated air strikes 
on IS in and around Kobane. When 
your website statement, “Support the 
people of Kobane’s struggle for self- 
determination!” appeals for arming 
the Kurds, who is supposed to sup- 
ply these arms? Kurds, who were op- 
portunistically granted legal “citizen- 
ship” by Syria’s Assad only a couple of 
years ago, refuse to be the boots on the 
ground for the FSA. The best they can 


do is defend their own autonomous ar- 
eas, especially since the FSA refuses to 
accept the right of self-determination 
and is willing to discuss it “only after” 
the overthrow. Raha 

Bay Area 

The national liberation move- 
ments of the Palestinian and Kurdish 
peoples are tied to the Syrian Revolu- 
tion. They have their own relation to 
colonialism and opposition to it, and 
their own ideas. Both movements have 
raised profound questions about the 
role of the state. The 1979 Iranian Rev- 
olution also once shook the world. To- 
day, Iran’s imperialist role in support- 
ing Assad’s genocide couldn’t be more 
degenerate. But the Iranian people’s 
long revolutionary history enters into 
a potential dialogue with Syrian revo- 
lutionaries. Gerry Emmett 

Chicago 

The mutually reinforcing tenden- 
cies of war and terror are the default 
when revolution stops short of working 
out the positive as the power of the idea 
that shapes human relations so that 
everyone can experience that most hu- 
man dimension, the absolute liberation 
of the self-determination of the idea. 

Ron Kelch 
Oakland, Calif. 

*** 

Turkey, at least for the moment, 
regards Kurdish self-determination as 
a greater threat than they do IS. Such 
power politics are necessarily being re- 
flected in the attitude of other NATO 
members in their insistence on doing 
nothing more than carrying out spo- 
radic airstrikes, which are not intend- 
ed to alter the balance of power and 
risk a potential resurgence in Kurdish 
ambitions and capacities for self-deter- 
mination. Dan Read 

UK 



Talk about contradictions! Voters 
endorsed minimum wage raises, legal- 
ized marijuana, and gun control mea- 
sures. Voters also assured Republican 
control of both the Senate and House, 
voting in the very party that opposes 
these measures. In fact, poll after poll 
has shown that many issues Americans 
are for, including reproductive choice 
and environmental regulation, are the 
same issues Republicans oppose. Why 
did so many vote for people who work 
against what they are for? Kathleen 

Chicago 

The fascists rush in when there 
is a vacuum. It’s nonsense that the 
Democrats can’t regain the House 
because of demographics. Kerry and 
Gore ignored whole sectors. There are 
two worlds in every rural county. 

D. Cheneville 
Northern California 

*** 

This election was important, 
especially for minorities. We will have to 
fight back even harder than before. With 
Rand Paul making racist speeches about 
“bringing back our heritage,” and new 
Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner going 
on about the need to be “competitive,” 
and all the other crap spewing from 
Republicans, we need to think from the 
standpoint of revolution and what we 
are for. Disability rights activist 

Chicago 


...AND IN CANADA 

Since the election of Philippe 
Couillard as Premier in April, 
corruption in Quebec has reached new 
heights. Couillard ran as a supporter 
of the disastrous “Plan Nord” that 
will turn more than half of Quebec 
into a reserve for mineral and energy 
extraction. Now, the companies that 
will benefit are refusing to cooperate 
even with the minimal regulations that 
Couillard’s government has sought to 
implement. To begin new operations, 
mining companies are required to 
provide information to the government 
on previous release of toxic materials. 
To avoid doing so, they abuse Quebec’s 
bankruptcy laws to claim that there 
are no funds to research or provide that 
information. Couillard has made a “pact 
with the devil” and the entire province, 
including his government, is suffering 
from it. Ti-Ouistiti 

Montreal, Canada 


CELEBRATE BISEXUALITY 

Celebrate Bisexuality Day 
observances on Sept. 23 included in 
D.C. a discussion of Bi youth and an 
open mike and burlesque event in Ohio. 
Internationally, there were Bi picnics 
in Canada and the Netherlands, and a 
courageous Bi meet in Russia. There are 
many misconceptions about Bisexuals. 
We are told that we do not exist, that 
Bisexuality is just a stage, that we don’t 
need a civil rights movement because 
many of us can “pass” as straight. But 
we do need a civil rights movement; we 
do need visibility. Bisexuals, whether 
adult or youth, experience higher rates 
of depression, anxiety, poverty, poor 
health and suicide, than our cis-gender 
(non-Transgender) Gay, Lesbian and 
straight peers. Elise Barclay 

Chicago 


DETROIT WATER SHUTOFFS 

Detroit shut off water to two homes 
on my block in one day, including one 
with an 11-year-old girl, who then could 
be removed from her home by Child Pro- 
tective Services. Another neighbor had 


paid on his bill, getting it down to $202 
from $600, but the shutoff raised it to 
$300. And a friend stopped by who said 
her online payment was not recorded; 
she had to go to the customer “service” 
office and wait hours to resolve her bill. 
We need to develop a “water advocacy 
corps” of activists who can help citizens 
fight the water powers and get justice. 

Senior citizen 
Detroit 



EDUCATION 

Last year the principal took all 
the toy blocks the children play with 
and replaced them with worksheets! 
When kindergartners play with blocks, 

they make a 
racetrack or 
a farm and 
they work 
things out 
with other 
children. In 
the beginning of the school year, I take a 
lot of pictures and by November children 
are asking me to take pictures of what 
they have created. I read them a book 
about Chicago and asked how many had 
gone to Chicago. One child asked me 
for the book. I snuck in ten minutes of 
unstructured time. That child tried to 
write Chicago on a piece of paper and 
tried to draw the skyline. Now that is 
literacy development. 

Kindergarten teacher 
Suburban Chicago 


In the Free Speech Movement, 
the students were rebelling against 
career-focused education. They said 
they were being molded into a cog in 
the system and they wanted education 
as self-development. Today there is 
more pressure to shape education 
around what the capitalist wants in 
terms of workers. Some capitalists 
are yelling, Stop telling us about 
unemployment, as I have skilled jobs 
looking for applicants but the schools 
aren’t filling my employment needs. The 
idea that education would be about self- 
development is hard to find. Activist 

Chicago 


WHY READ N&L? 

I appreciate your honest points of 
views on issues facing the USA/world. 
It is refreshing how you advocate for 
real people and not big companies or the 
government. It’s great how your paper 
seeks advice from every person, even in- 
mates like me. Nothing is sugar-coated 
or watered down. I’m glad you stand 
up for the underdogs and the unheard. 
Thank you. Prisoner 

Marienville, Pa. 


NY STUDY GROUP 

Here in New York we’re going to 
have a study group on “1965-2015: Fifty 
Years of Struggle and Revolution.” We’ll 
be discussing a lot from the mid-1960s 
including Malcolm X’s assassination, 
the protests against the Vietnam war, 
the death of Don Pedro Albizu Campos 
and the U.S. invasion of the Dominican 
Republic. We’ll talk of what these events 
have in common and how they relate 
to our struggles today. One text will 
be The Free Speech Movement and the 
Negro Revolution. We will meet the first 
Saturday of the month starting Feb. 21 
at the Commons, 388 Atlantic Ave. in 
Brooklyn, at noon. For more information 
contact nynewsandletters@gmail.com. 
I’m looking forward to a lively and 
important series of discussions. 

Michael Gilbert 
New York City 
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PHILOSOPHY, ACTIVITY, ORGANIZATION AND SOCIALISM 


I appreciate how Dunayevskaya 
relates Hegel’s Absolutes with 
the concrete tasks of building a 
revolutionary organization. History is 
the process of becoming. Hegel said that 
Being and Nothing are abstractions, 
whereas Becoming is everything. To say 
that something is says nothing. To say 
that something is becoming is to open 
the door to the dynamic notion of history 
and social life. Revolutionaries do not 
accept the way things are. We push 
on to the way things should be. I don’t 
believe philosophy should be reduced 
to an auxiliary to revolutionary action, 
but rather is its comrade in struggle. 
Reading Hegel deepens our awareness 
of what he called the need to unite the 
theoretical and the practical. One thing I 
like about News and Letters Committees 
is that it does unite both, 
whereas other groups are 
“practical” but their theory 
is just a watered down 
version of 1902 Leninism or 
1967 Maoism. 

Michael Gilbert 
New York 

*** 

As we can see in the 
first part of Dunayevskaya’ s 
1953 letter about Hegel’s 
absolutes (Sept.-Oct. 

N&L), she is not opposed to the idea 
of leadership within the organization, 
nor to the idea of different levels or its 
structure. However, she always relates 
the party with the general idea of human 
liberation — and with the actions of the 
masses outside the party. Furthermore, 
she states that the party has its own 
dialectic, and that its different levels are 
the result of it, in which subjectivity and 
objectivity are related to one another as 
one and the same thing. In that sense, 
an organization becomes the particular 
mediation between the universal idea 
of a new society and the individual 
realization of it (carried out by the 
masses). This discussion is important 
because, at the same time that it points 
out the real meaning of an organization, 
it determines the limits of it, avoiding 
the fetishism of organization — coming 



from below or from the vanguard parties. 
The party, in its dialectic sense, is the 
mediation in which theory (elaborated 
by the leaders, but being itself a form 
of practice) and practice (coming from 
below, but being itself a form of theory) 
merge. Hector M. 

Mexico City 

*** 

Who is going to define Socialism? 
Marxist-Humanism, which is what we 
call ourselves in News and Letters Com- 
mittees, is not only obscure, but also 
somewhat vilified. We need to confront 
this head-on. The essential problem is 
to bring the Marxist-Humanist version 
of Socialism to everyone who can pos- 
sibly understand leadership from below 
and not from above. Our concept of the 
humanness of everyone and protection 
of our earthly compatriots 
must be brought before 
everyone we can influ- 
ence. It’s important to nip 
vanguardism in the bud 
because it is counter-rev- 
olutionary and will lead 
straight back to a society 
of power, money and cor- 
ruption. January 

Chicago 


AFRICA AND THE PLANET 

I take this opportunity to thank 
the forest people’s program and friends 
of the Sengwer people for what you are 
doing to assist my community to defend 
itself from the powerful forces in Kenya. 
(See “People’s climate march,” Sept.- 
Oct. N&L.) Kenneth Kipkeiyo Kipketer 

Kenya 

Scientists created an Ebola vaccine 
a decade ago. It proved 100% effective 
in monkeys, but no one would cough up 
the billion dollars needed to bring it to 
market. Compare it to the billion dollars 
spent every 13 HOURS on the U.S. war 
machine. Or the same amount raked 
in from the first three days of sales of 
Grand Theft Auto V. Or two days of 
spending on advertising. Capitalism has 


its priorities, and the health of Africans 

is not one of them. Environmentalist 

Southern California 


VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS 

“Why Scandinavian Prisons 

Are Superior,” in The Atlantic , Sept. 

24, highlighted the stark contrast 
between Scandinavian and 
Amerikan prisons. The root 
difference is restorative vs. 
punitive justice. Restorative 
justice’s principle is that 
human beings can be 
redeemed despite criminal 
offense. Decades of research 
show that prison size is not 
determined by crime rates but what 
states decide to treat as crime. In the 
U.S. the prison industry is fomenting 
a demand for punishment. Its success 
is determined, in part, by whom the 
voters imagine this punishment will 
affect. This is taking place today as 
New Afrikan and Latino young men are 
criminalized and locked up. It is also the 
underlying reason for California’s high 
recidivism rate. Faruq 

California 

Corizon is a private company that 
works for the Department of Corrections 
(DOC) and gives offenders in Indiana 
medical treatment. Nine years ago when 
I was at Pendleton Correctional Facility 
in Indiana, someone put a loaded 
syringe in my mattress. It poked me in 
the chest and I ended up with Hepatitis 
C. I have an inflamed liver because of 
it, but Corizon is telling me that I’m not 
sick enough for the treatment. I have 
filed a grievance with the DOC; but you 
know where it got me? Nowhere. At first 
I was ashamed about this disease. But 
now I’m just pissed off. I want the world 
to know about it because I don’t know 
what else to do about this but scream, 
from my cell, for help! Anyone! 

Doug Sanders, 123978-N-215-U 
WUCF, P.0. Box 1111 
Carlisle, IN 47838 

*** 

The mail situation here is becoming 
intolerable: 1) delays and obstructions of 
U.S. mail going out; 2) the Lapeer Post 
Office’s spurious requests for additional 



postage causing mail to be returned to 
the prison where it is opened and in- 
spected (read); 3) mail returned to send- 
er without notice; and 4) mail disappear- 
ing. This problem is being experienced 
by the majority of prisoners here, so a 
complaint to the postal inspectors will 
be much appreciated. Rand Gould 

Lapeer, Mich. 

Why are so many pris- 
oners in the SHU Chicano? 
Progressive groups should 
conduct studies on why Chi- 
canos in California prisons 
are tortured more than oth- 
ers. Is this trend spilling into 
the Federal prisons? Does 
this affect issues concerning the social 
forces in U.S. borders? How should the 
Chicano nation proceed in our efforts for 
social justice? Many of us see the New 
Chicano Movement being injected with a 
new wave of revolutionaries from within 
today’s prisons. The struggle to Free 
Aztlan continues, except the path to lib- 
eration today is a Socialist one that will 
break free of the bourgeois nationalism 
of the past. Jose 

Crescent City, Calif. 

I have been receiving your newspa- 
per as a gift for some time. I read it cov- 
er to cover. I always pass it on so it gets 
read multiple times. This will be the last 
time that I write you with a request to 
extend my gift subscription. The reason 
is that I don’t have the 58 cent postpaid 
envelopes to continue doing so. Since I’m 
not due to be released until 2053, and 
am in no danger of having a change of 
address, I’m requesting that you extend 
my subscription for as long as possible 
without requiring any further communi- 
cations from me. In exchange, I will con- 
tinue to make sure your paper is read by 
as many eyes as possible. 

Phil 

Ontario, Ore. 

Editor’s note: Phil’s subscription 
costs through 2053 would come to $195. 
Can you donate whatever you can afford 
so that he, and other prisoners like him, 
can continue to read News & Letters? 
As his letter attests, one issue is read by 
many. 
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Aramark excels in 
dishing up maggots 

Lapeer, Mich. — Since the publication of my article, 
“Prison privatization is a crime” in the Jan. -Feb. 2014 
News & Letters, over 100 Aramark Correctional Servic- 
es (ACS) employees have been fired and banned from 
Michigan Department of Corrections (MDOC) prisons 
for smuggling in drugs, cell phones and other contra- 
band, sex with prisoners, and, most recently, paying one 
prisoner to kill another at a prison in Kincheloe. ACS 
has proven incapable of maintaining sanitary kitchens 
and food lines and has failed to follow the MDOC menu, 
consistently running out of food as it’s being served, fail- 
ing to follow required cooking procedures, and making 
numerous menu item substitutions — all in violation of 
its three-year, $145 million contract with the MDOC. 

This blatant ACS corporate culture of criminal acts 
and contractual malfeasance should come as no sur- 
prise to readers of my previous article. It has resulted 
in $98,000 in fines against ACS in March and another 
$200,000 in August. Also coming as no surprise are the 
numerous reports of prisoners becoming sick — 179 in 
July at the Egeler Reception & Guidance Center, fol- 
lowed by another 182 at Parnall Correctional Facil- 
ity, both in Jackson, Mich., attributed to being served 
spoiled and maggot-infested food. 

Since the advent of MDOC’s contract with ACS, 
prisoners’ health has been in a general decline across 
the state. For an estimated annual savings of $12 mil- 
lion in food service but, with healthcare costing several 
hundred million annually, one wonders if there are any 
“savings” at all — especially as this “estimate” is based 
on MDOC Food Service’s revised pre-bid claim that it 
costs $2.15 to feed each prisoner per day, when previ- 
ously they claimed it only cost $1.65. The $2.15 claim 
conveniently manifested itself just prior to ACS’s “bid,” 
the only bid, for the food service contract. Thus, the 
purported $12 million in savings to taxpayers is highly 
suspect, all the more so in light of the increased health- 
care costs for hundreds of sick prisoners and the costs 
for 100-plus investigations of criminal and corrupt ACS 
employees or, as we like to call them in Michigan, scabs. 

How high does this corruption reach? Pretty high, 
considering that it was only recently disclosed in emails 
between MDOC director Daniel Heyns and Governor 
Rick Snyder’s chief of staff, Dennis Muchmore, that 
$98,000 in fines levied in March against ACS for con- 
tract violations were cancelled, revealing that sicken- 
ingly sweet stench of a sweetheart contract at the ex- 
pense of state taxpayers and the 370 fired MDOC food 
service workers. Adding to this stench, Gov. Snyder 
appointed Edwin Buss, a former executive of a private 
prison healthcare services corporation, to “indepen- 
dently” monitor the ACS contract. This fox guarding 
the henhouse will be paid $160,000 per year, with his 
first year’s pay coming out of the $200,000 fine levied 
against ACS in August. The whole affair almost smells 
worse than the food coming out of our chow halls these 
days! —Rand W. Gould C-1 871 31 

Thumb Correctional Facility 
3225 John Conley Dr., Lapeer, Ml 48446 
www.freerandgould.com 

Stop blaming migrants 

Los Angeles — On Oct. 7, 150 Latina/o, Black, Asian 
and white youths gave public comments at the Board of 
Supervisors (BOS) meeting against extending Regula- 
tion 287g, which was to expire. The regulation allowed 
the L.A. County Sheriff to act as federal ICE agents 
putting into practice the so-called “Secure Community” 
policy allowing deputies to question anyone who ap- 
pears to be a Latina/o migrant as a criminal suspect. 
It has resulted in thousands of working class migrants 
and even U.S. citizens to be stopped, detained and de- 
ported. 

The public comments were overwhelmingly against 
extending Reg. 287g. One person told of children taken 
by the Dept, of Children Services and put in foster care 
after parents were detained. A migrant woman said 
when she and her husband went to pay a traffic cita- 
tion, he was arrested and detained for six months and 
she was harassed and beaten by the sheriffs. 

The week before, working-class migrants and 
youth held a press conference outside the BOS 
building with signs that read: “Stop Breaking Up 
Families,” “No More Deportations,” “ICE Sheriffs 
Out of L.A.,” and “Stop Militarization of the Bor- 
der.” On that day, the time for public comments 
was cancelled. 

After our comments on Oct. 7, Supervisor Gloria 
Molina spoke against a motion to delay the vote un- 
til two newly elected supervisors were inaugurated in 
January. Molina is one of two retiring members of the 
Board. As she spoke, we stood up, turned our back to 
the BOS, and raised our fists for 15 minutes as Span- 
ish-language media covered our non-violent protest. Af- 
ter Molina, a long-ago progressive, joined the two white 
conservative supervisors to cast the key vote in a 3-2 
decision to extend 287g, we all walked out chanting, 
“Molina deports, Molina deports.” — Basho 


Prison hunger strike commemorated 


Oakland, Calif. — On Sept. 6 about 100 people in 
Mosswood Park commemorated one year since the sus- 
pension of the historic 60-day hunger strike, the third 
of its kind, by California prisoners opposing the torture 
of solitary confinement. The Security Housing Units 


(SHU) prisoners’ unprecedented cross-race human 
rights action inspired solidarity among prisoners, for- 
mer prisoners, prison activists, and, most prominently, 
families of prisoners. The painful hunger strike pro- 
tests brought the issue of long-term indefinite solitary 
confinement to the attention of the public, with many 
writers — even in the mainstream media — questioning 
the heavily used practice in the U.S. Condemnation 
of solitary confinement even reached California leg- 


Being in the SHU 

Crescent City, Calif. — The physical and emotional 
toll of being in the SHU (prisons’ “Secure Hous- 
ing Unit”): 

• Manic guards off their meds. 

• That last good photograph stamped with a boot. 

• Classification hearings postponed for potlucks. 

• The daughter whose eyes fill when you ask in- 
nocently, who are you? 

• Sons who are bullied and black-eyed at school 
because nobody likes the son of a felon, especially 
sons of law enforcement. 

• Summers that last for three weeks, winters for 
10 months. And somewhere in the middle you’re 
caught praying for global warming. 

• Sunburn blisters from two minutes’ warmth. 

• Optical nerves damaged from light. 

• Wrists that snap wringing clothes. 

• Tendons that tear when reaching for a towel. 

• Knees that don’t have a leg to stand on. 

• Teeth caught in toothbrushes. 

• Toenails that fall off into socks, rattle like load- 
ed dice. 

• Ankles that buckle jogging in place. 

• A spontaneous nosebleed on that last clean 
sheet, laundered shirt. Filling the sink, the toilet, 
splashing across the floor. 

• Making your own funeral arrangements, noti- 
fying the next of kin — only to receive a return to 
sender unable to forward as addressed. The only 
piece of mail you’ve received in years. 

• Seven-year-old daughters who think glitter is 

what Father needs on his Father’s Day card, but 
the mailroom disallows because what they don’t 
need is an over-excited prisoner. — C.F. Villa 


tSSJHANDICAPTHIS! 


by Suzanne Rose 

The advocacy group Disability Rights Iowa filed 
a complaint with the Federal government charging 
that Republican Governor Terry Branstad and his 
state’s Department of Human Services have failed to 
meet their obligation of providing services to disabled 
Iowans. State officials said that they had no obligation 
to provide these services using federal Medicaid and 
Medicare funds, thus leaving thousands without help 
in reducing institution residents’ dependency on anti- 
psychotic drugs and helping them transition into com- 
munity settings. 

* * * 

Disability Rights International (DRI) filed a case 
on Oct. 30 with the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights of the Organization of American States 
on behalf of people with disabilities detained in Guate- 
mala’s Federico Mora psychiatric institution. “Federico 
Mora is the most violent and dangerous facility we have 
discovered anywhere in the Americas,” said DRI execu- 
tive director Eric Rosenthal. At least 340 children and 
adults are detained. Police and soldiers armed with 
machine guns guarding the adjoining prison prey on 
the disabled children and adults at Federico Mora. 


islators. The prisoners suspended their strike in part 
because two legislators, Tom Ammiano and Loni Han- 
cock, each proposed new bills that would restrict the 
arbitrary use of solitary by the California Department 
of Corrections (CDC). 

What the past year has 
proven, unfortunately, is that 
legislation is merely a response 
to the struggle, not an engine of 
change. Over the last year, Tom 
Ammiano’s bill was defeated in 
part because Democrats were 
afraid to go against a power- 
ful prison gang — the guards’ 
union: California Correctional 
Peace Officers Association. 
Loni Hancock’s bill became so 
watered down that it appeared 
written by the CDC, turning 
their policies into law and fail- 
ing to provide any meaningful 
oversight. It was withdrawn. 
What the last few years 
have shown, however, is the power and courage of pris- 
oners’ loved ones to be leaders in this human rights 
movement. Often made to feel isolated, as though they 
are facing the enormous prison system alone, families 
of prisoners are working together now in their fight to 
support their loved ones inside. As the smiling faces at 
the barbeque on Sept. 6 show, the families are full of 
spirit and solidarity, determined to keep on fighting. 

— Urszula Wislanka 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

In the end, imperialist powers all have their own inter- 
ests in view, not those of the people. 

GENOCIDE OF THE TRIBES 

When the IS rampaged against Syrian revolution- 
aries — and the FSA and grassroots activists were the 
first to battle it — the U.S., and the world, paid little at- 
tention. It is only since the collapse of the U.S. -supplied 
Iraqi army and seizure of large swaths of Iraqi territory 
that intervention has reached the imperialist agenda. 
It has come with sickening double standards. 

While efforts to rescue the thousands of 
threatened Yazidis in Iraq were relatively suc- 
cessful — although hundreds were killed, and 
hundreds of women kidnapped — there has been 
less attention paid to other massacres. For exam- 
ple, nothing was done in support of the 600 main- 
ly Shi’a, Yazidi, and Kurdish Badoosh Prison in- 
mates who were lined up in a ditch and killed in 
Mosul, Iraq. No help came for the over 300 mur- 
dered men, women and children of the Sunni 
Albu Nimr tribe in Anbar, Iraq, who dared oppose 
the IS. Nor was U.S. or coalition help there for the 
over 700 members of the Sunni Shaitat tribe in 
Deir al-Zour, Syria, as they were beheaded, cruci- 
fied, mocked and shot with impunity. 

Beyond this, the Assad regime has taken advan- 
tage of the coalition bombing to intensify its attacks 
against liberated areas such as Aleppo and Idlib, kill- 
ing hundreds with barrel bombs, chlorine gas, and 
more conventional weapons. 

REVOLUTION AS THE ANSWER 

As one Kafranbel activist explained, “Coalition 
airplanes fly over our city along with the regime air 
force, which means that they and the regime are coor- 
dinating. They say they don’t want to coordinate with 
the Assad regime, but U.S. planes are flying with the 
regime’s in the same airspace.” The U.S.’s opposition to 
Assad has always been mainly a facade. Its opposition 
to the IS rests on a desire for “stability,” and is bring- 
ing it to line up more openly with Iranian imperialism, 
Assad’s main patron. 

The nihilistic IS was a marginal force af- 
ter the Arab Spring uprisings. It has drawn its 
strength from counter-revolution, particularly 
as the world powers opted for genocide over hu- 
manism in Syria. It intends to succeed by being 
the most vicious and unprincipled of state pow- 
ers — through theft, rape, and butchery. None of 
these things are alien to the existing imperialist 
powers. 

This counter-revolutionary organization must be 
defeated as an idea as well as on the battlefield. That 
entails deepening the decades of struggle against all 
imperialist, oppressive powers by Iraqis, Syrians, 
Kurds, Palestinians, and Iranian revolutionaries. As 
Marxist-Humanists we call for support of the ongoing 
Syrian Revolution. We call for the right of self-determi- 
nation of the Kurdish people, and we call for military 
and political support to the heroic defenders of Kobane. 
We call for support to the revolutionary workers’ and 
women’s organizations of Iraq. We see these as partic- 
ular expressions of humanity’s universal struggle for 
freedom. 
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Revolutionary Rojava 


Britain’s recognition of Palestine 


London — You could be forgiven for being surprised 
at the recent UK Parliament vote last month, with a 
sizable majority, to recognize Palestinian statehood. 
After all, when the Palestinians won a hard-fought 
campaign for recognition at the UN last year, Britain 
joined a chorus of nations ambivalent or hostile to their 
efforts. 

Look beneath the surface, however, and it becomes 
clear that the British government has little intention of 
putting words into action. “I’ve been pretty clear about 
the government’s position and it won’t be changing,” said 
Prime Minister David Cameron, who abstained from the 
vote and ordered his ministers to avoid turning up at 
the Houses of Parliament. Arms exports to Israel will 
presumably continue, as will moves to deny the Palestin- 
ians a voice at the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

Yet despite the non-binding nature of Parliament’s 
decision, Britain’s unique relationship with Israel may 
mark this as a significant turn of events. 

“The vote matters,” claimed Ramzy Baroud, edi- 

Detroit developers flee 
angry homeowners 

Detroit, Mich. — Nearly one-third of the city’s residen- 
tial properties are blighted: vacant lots and dilapidated 
and abandoned houses. Not only are 42% of Detroit 
homeowners paying mortgages worth way more than 
their houses; even greater numbers face losing their 
homes to tax foreclosure. Below are comments from par- 
ticipants at an October protest at a Town Hall meeting 
in Detroit for Mel Watt, Director of the Federal Housing 
Finance Agency. 

At the rally at Mel Watt’s Detroit Town Hall, 150 
protesters outside called on him to keep people in their 
homes by reducing loan principal on Fannie Mae/Fred- 
die Mac mortgages. UAW supporters came in large 
numbers from Ford Local 600 and UAW-GM. A van- 
load of Chicago activists from Centro Autonomo and 
the Chicago Anti-Eviction Campaign joined us inside 
the town hall, where we managed to turn the agenda 
to principal reduction, a moratorium on foreclosures, 
and the rampant foreclosure fraud by servicers of Fan- 
nie/Freddie mortgages. We delivered the letter from 
Americans for Financial Reform and the list of Detroit 
organizations supporting principal reduction, a total of 
nearly 300 groups. 

— S.B., Detroit Eviction Defense 

Watt came here to sell a program that won’t help 
Detroit. I was proud of our city, because so many peo- 
ple spoke from the heart about facing the loss of their 
homes. The realtors and developers in the audience 
couldn’t wait to get out of the hearing. 

— J.D., Detroit Eviction Defense 

As the city wages a massive war on blight, we must 
stay organized so that neighborhoods are improved by 
and for people who have been here all along, not just 
clear-cut for developers to come in and profit off us all 
over again. — S.V.G., Detroit 


tor of the Middle East Eye, in an article for the maga- 
zine Toward Freedom. “It matters because the British 
government remains a member of the ever-shrinking 
club of Israel’s staunch supporters. Because the Israeli 
arsenal is rife with British armaments. Because the 
British government, despite strong protestation of its 
people, still behaves towards Israel as if the latter is a 
law-abiding state with a flawless human rights record.” 

The symbolic value of recognition may there- 
fore represent something more vital in British so- 
ciety — it could be a reflection of growing public 
opposition to Israeli actions against Palestine. 

Indeed, over 100,000 protesters marched through 
the streets of London in August to protest Israel’s Op- 
eration Protective Edge. That same month, a survey 
found that the British public were more sympathetic to 
the plight of Palestinians than their French or Ameri- 
can counterparts: 30% of respondents said they sympa- 
thized with Palestine, with just 12% backing Israel and 
the rest undecided. 

Whilst the bulk of support for the Palestinian cause 
was espoused by those identifying with left-wing poli- 
tics and the Labor Party, the poll showed a correspond- 
ing rise of sympathy even amidst Conservative circles. 
A surprise example came from within the Prime Min- 
ister’s own government, when a Foreign Office minis- 
ter, Baroness Sayeeda Warsi, resigned over the British 
response to Israel’s Gaza offensive, denouncing it as 
“morally indefensible.” 

In a subsequent interview Warsi also attacked UK 
arms exports, stating that “it appalls me that the Brit- 
ish government continues to allow the sale of weapons 
to a country, Israel, that has killed almost 2,000 peo- 
ple, including hundreds of kids, in the past four weeks 
alone. The arms exports to Israel must stop.” 

Not everyone agrees. The Labor Party is suffering 
through its change in policy towards Palestine. After in- 
structing MPs to vote in favor of the Palestinian state, 
opposition leader Ed Miliband has found donations to 
his party drying up as pro-Israeli sponsors desert. 

Whatever the case, the British decision to of- 
ficially recognize Palestine, outside of the intran- 
sigence of David Cameron’s government, remains 
noteworthy. 

Yet unless this amounts to real action on the 
ground, including an arms embargo and allowance of 
Palestinian membership within the ICC, such a move 
may prove ineffectual. To again quote Baroud, “Britain 
remains a party in a bloody conflict where Israel is still 
carrying out the same policies of colonial expansion, us- 
ing western — including British — funds, arms and po- 
litical support. Only when Britain fully and completely 
ends its support of Israel and financing of its occupa- 
tion, and works diligently and actively towards correct- 
ing the injustice it had imposed on the Palestinians a 
century ago, one could consider that a real change in 
British policies is finally taking hold.” — Dan Read 


QUEERNOTES 


Deadly nursing home 
protested by disabled 

Chicago — On Sept. 12, 1 attended a protest at Alden 
Village North. Three years ago, state officials vowed to 
shut the troubled nursing facility down after more than 
a dozen deaths of children and young adults with severe 
disabilities. But Alden Village North remains open to- 
day after Judge Terry Shafer said that the 111. Dept, of 
Public Health had botched its chance to close the home. 

Sixteen children and young adults, ranging 
in age from 10 months to 26 years old, have died 
at Alden since 2000 in cases that resulted only 
in citations. In 2011, a month after the state an- 
nounced plans to shut the home, inspectors re- 
viewed some past deaths at the nursing home and 
issued citations in four of them. Inspectors said 
Alden either failed to seek medical help quickly 
or failed to ensure that a doctor responded to 
pages promptly. 

The Chicago Tribune had been writing about the 
deaths at Alden Village North since 2000, and followed 
up in January 2014 after more violations had been dis- 
covered. These violations included: dispensing too much 
medication; not dispensing medications at all; not check- 
ing on patients’ conditions in a timely fashion; leaving 
children soaking wet in their own urine; mildew on a 
patient from not cleaning up from a tracheotomy tube; 
and dried feces on the backs of some of the children. 

There were about 35 high-spirited people at the 
demonstration. Some of us held signs that said “Real 
Homes for Children-Not Nursing Homes,” and “Close 
Alden North!” We picketed in front of the home and 
held a rally where several speakers talked about their 
experiences in nursing homes. We vowed to come back 
and keep the pressure on until Alden Village North is 
closed! 

— Suzanne Rose 


by Dee Perkins 

The Election Day tumult for Democrats saw the re- 
election of Democrat Kyrsten Sinema to Congress. No 
small feat in conservative Arizona, but not surprising 
from the woman who became the first out Bisexual per- 
son elected to Congress in 2012 when she beat out her 
Republican rival. 

* * * 

Alison Bechdel and Mary L. Bonauto are among 
the 2014 MacArthur Fellows. Each will receive no- 
strings-attached stipends of $625,000 to further their 
“own creative visions.” Bonauto, who has been called 
“our [read LGBT] Thurgood Marshall,” is a civil rights 
attorney whose work has been critical to same-sex mar- 
riage cases that went to the Supreme Court. Bechdel 
is a cartoonist and graphic memoirist whose ground- 
breaking comic strip “Dykes to Watch Out For” (1983- 
2008) chronicled the lives of Lesbians and, perhaps 
most famously, offered a simple gauge of any film’s in- 
clusion of women in “The Rule” (1985): 1) Does it have 
two female characters? 2) Who talk to each other? 3) 
About something other than a man? Her Eisner-win- 
ning graphic novel Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic 
was adapted into a musical and became a finalist for 

the Pulitzer Prize in Drama. 

* * * 

In early November, Kansas and Missouri’s same- 
sex marriage bans were struck down as unconstitu- 
tional. While these states are now poised to join D.C. 
and 32 other states in issuing marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples, the Sixth Circuit of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals upheld the right of Kentucky, Michigan, 
Ohio, and Tennessee to ban such unions, creating a 
“circuit split” since the Fourth, Seventh, Ninth and 
Tenth Circuits have all sided with marriage equality. 
This disagreement on the same question of law makes 
it likely that the Supreme Court will have to decide 
whether the Constitution extends the right to marry 
to all Americans. 



Kurds fighting in Kobane, October 2014 


When we talk about IS and global counter- 
revolutions, we need to understand that these things 
occur in response to the freedom movements from both 
theory and practice. The specific freedom movements 
here are the liberation movement expressed in the cre- 
ation of revolutionary Rojava in Syria and the social 
movements across North Kurdistan and Turkey which 
took as their points of departure the Gezi Resistance 
and the Kurdish liberation movement. Both movements 
go forward in direct relationship with the environmen- 
tal, women’s and LGBTQI movements as well as the 
movements of national minorities (Alevis, Armenians 
and others). 

For years now Rojava (“Syrian Kurdistan”) 
has been making perhaps the most advanced 
revolution we will see anywhere in our lifetimes 
practically alone. It prioritizes women and youth, 
cooperative production and building a new life 
for all. Women have their own armed forces and 
military colleges, for instance, and in one or two 
of Rojava’s three cantons women’s economic ac- 
tivity is guaranteed through laws giving women 
10% of the economy as theirs. Before the current 
fighting about four million people lived in the 
three cantons. 

We believe that IS is being used by the imperialists 
to defeat this revolution. The revolution has proceeded 
under the inspiration of the thinking of Abdullah Oca- 
lan. But Rojava has its own structures and reality that 
push somewhat beyond his writings. And what happens 
now in Rojava determines if the armed struggle will re- 
sume in Turkey or not and under what conditions. 

It should be understood that today the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) often thinks of themselves more 
as a social system than as a political party, that the 
demand now is for democratic self-management and 
revolutionary confederalism; and that Rojava is putting 
these demands and this understanding of the party into 
practice. Rojava has scores of political parties, but the 
leading Democratic Union Party (PYD) sees themselves 
as part of this framework. Both the PKK and the PYD 
believe that their revolutionary ideas and practice can 
transform the entire Middle East. 

It is disappointing that there is no support for 
Rojava’s revolution in the Left in the U.S. and we won- 
der why. Only two left publications here have been will- 
ing to carry articles on Rojava while many more refuse 
but will not state their reasons. There is a news black- 
out in the U.S. regarding revolutionary Rojava that 
runs across the entire political spectrum. Everyone but 
the people are frightened by freedom. 

We produce a daily blog covering freedom struggles 
across Turkey, North Kurdistan (“southeastern Tur- 
key”) and Rojava. That blog can be read at http://tur- 
keyharvest.blogspot.com/. Please note our appeal to the 
U.S. left there. Please support us. — Urun/Harvest 
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ESSAY 


The Syrian Revolution and its philosophy 


by Gerry Emmett 

“Perhaps it is only the impulse to derive mean- 
ing from events that came at such great human cost, 
but I have to believe that something was learned in 
the past few years, about resistance and organization 
and the unstoppable instinct for freedom — something 
that cannot be unlearned. What we have all witnessed 
is less a set of political transformations than an ir- 
reversible cultural revolution, the core of which being 
that passivity is no longer the primary response.” 

— Talal Alyan, Palestinian writer and activist 

When revolution broke out in Tunisia in 2010, 
it opened a new era of revolution and counter-revo- 
lution that shook the world to its foundations. The 
Arab Spring revolts, the Occupy movement that 
spread around the world, and which continues today 
in Hong Kong, marked a fundamentally new moment 
in history. The greatest heroism, the basest betray- 
als, and the world-historic battle of ideas, all have 
challenged every serious revolutionary thinker and 
activist. 

For months, longer than anyone had any right 
to expect, the people of Syria had one of the most 
inspiring non-violent freedom movements the world 
has seen. Week after week, month after month, they 
came out to demonstrate explicitly in support of free- 
dom, non-sectarianism, and social justice. Week after 
week, month after month, they were murdered. Yet 
even today, the grassroots social revolution continues 
against all odds. 

The confrontation between differing classes 
and worldviews has been most intense in Syria, 
which makes it the test of world politics — but even 
more than politics, of philosophy and revolution. 
The Assad regime has committed genocidal crimes, 
with over 191,000 dead, over three million refugees 
in neighboring countries, and almost 6.5 million in- 
ternally displaced persons. The Revolution has also 
confronted the threat of religious fascism, from the 
so-called Islamic State (IS) and others. 

SYRIA’S REVOLUTIONARY HUMANISM 

What is most vital to grasp about the experi- 
ence of the Syrian Revolution — which has created 
its own body of thought — is that the people who set 
out to transform an oppressive reality into a reality 
of freedom have had to confront the very essence of 
our alienated world. They have come face to face not 
only with capitalism, imperialism and the failure of 
bourgeois “democracy,” but also with religious funda- 
mentalism, misogyny, and the breakdown of the Left. 

The humanist goals of the Revolution have, none- 
theless, been made clear over and over, as in these 
words of activist Rami Jar rah: “ What we need now is 
coordinated solidarity with citizens of different na- 
tions with no boundaries, whether religious, ethnic 
or cultural. It’s vital that we smash those boundar- 
ies. The public opinion is human society. We have a 
duty to bridge our stories and reality to the humans of 
our world in all their colors with just as much effort. 
Otherwise we lose everything. We have respect for all 
that rise for freedom. We will stand in solidarity with 
anyone that is oppressed for that reason. 

“It was two years ago that we broke the barriers 
of thought, barriers that denied us the ability to love. 
We used to whisper amongst one another, terrified of 
the consequences. It was two years ago we stood for 
dignity, our chants reverberated in our streets echoing 
the screams of the silent. It was two years ago that I 
was born a human, it was that moment that blood 
filled my veins.” 

IF YOU ARE HUMAN... 

One of the weekly banners from the grassroots 
activists of Kafranbel, where the people have made a 
category of communicating the thought of the Revo- 
lution to the world, carried the challenge: “If you are 
human, you have to care for the Syrian people. If you 
are human, support us to bring Assad down.” 

From Homsi activist Khaled Abu Salah, this 
statement was addressed to the international com- 
munity: “Our casualties were in the 10s, then they 
reached the 100s, until it reached the point of anni- 
hilation as it did in Zabadani, Baba Amr, Karm al- 
Zeitoun, and the towns and villages of Idlib, Homs, 
Hama, Damascus, Daraa, and Deir el-Zour. After all 
this slaughter and these massacres, we ask, do the 
Syrian people not belong to your community, the hu- 
man community ? Bread alone is not enough for hu- 
mans to live. But there are people on this earth who 
are still without bread. They are calling to you, in- 
heritors of the Age of Enlightenment, in the name of 
the absolute value of human life.” 

This unprecedented historic moment compels a 
deep rethinking of revolutionary ideas, and can illu- 
minate Marx’s Marxism in new ways that can help 
develop needed solidarity. 

MARX’S ‘REVOLUTION IN PERMANENCE’ 

As Karl Marx wrote in 1844, “a social revolu- 
tion is found to have the point of view of the whole 
because — even if it were to occur in only one factory 


district — it represents man’s protest against a dehu- 
manized life, because it starts out from the point of 
view of a separate real individual , because the com- 
munity, against the separation of which from himself 
the individual reacts, is man’s true community, hu- 
man nature.” 

We can see in Syria’s revolutionary humanism 
what the young Marx of 1843-44 saw in the revolu- 
tionary struggles of 
his day, and which 
made Hegel’s revo- 
lution in philoso- 
phy so alive to him 
that he translated 
its driving prin- 
ciple, the negation 
of the negation, as 
“revolution in per- 
manence.” It is the 
subjective drive 
toward freedom 
becoming so con- 
crete that it finds 
its natural expres- 
sion as human- 
ism, what Gramsci 
called “the abso- 
lute humanism 
of history.” When 
Marx wrote in 1844, “the individual is the social be- 
ing,” he was stating that revolution involves a dia- 
lectical relationship toward social life in its entirety. 

In his 1844 “Draft Plan for a Work on the Mod- 
ern State,” Marx makes his concept of revolution in 
permanence the standard for defining the truth of 
modern democracy, obscured by bourgeois politics. 
He begins by posing “The history of the origin of the 
modern state or the French Revolution.” The endpoint 
he foresees is “ Suffrage , the fight for the abolition 
of the state and of bourgeois society.” The gist of his 
critique of Hegel, then, is in overcoming the fetish of 
the state as mediator of social contradiction. 

It prefigures Marx’s later singling out of the Paris 
Commune as the non-state form through which freely 
associated human beings could strip the fetishism 
from the commodity form and create a new society in 
which the free human development of each would be 
the free development of all. (See “Karl Marx’s ground 
for organization,” Sept. -Oct 2014 News & Letters and 
Dunayevskaya’s “1953 letters on Hegel’s Absolutes.”) 

Today, the failure of the bourgeois state to “man- 
age” the perpetual crisis of capitalist society is clear. 
From Putin’s Russia to the Tea Party-ridden U.S., 
Saudi Arabia, Iran and Israel, what is offered is 
exploitation, discrimination, degradation, misery 
and war. What these state powers have created in 
Syria — have consciously chosen as the alternative to 
the overthrow of Assad, their long-time tool, their 
“stabilizing” force — has given a new lease on life to 
al-Qaeda and other forces that were marginalized by 
the Arab Spring uprisings. It has bolstered reaction 
everywhere. 

The need for a revolutionary alternative couldn’t 
be clearer. 

AGAINST WAR’S ETERNAL RETURN 

“Even if the Syrian Revolution fails, what will 
keep it forever a source of courage, hope and faith for 
mankind is the body of thought, the legacy of con- 
sciousness, awareness and sensibility that it has en- 
gendered and will generate.” 

— Alisar Iram, Syrian poet and artist 

“The Syrian tragedy embodies the most extreme of 
human destinies in terms of torture, horror, death, di- 
aspora, rupture, exile, anger, hatred and betrayal, the 
limitations of mankind and its greatness, crime and 
sacrifice. For that reason, we have been given an op- 
portunity to reflect upon the fate of that entity called 
Syria and the fate of humanity in general. It is imper- 
ative that we turn this into a practical project today.” 

— Yassin al-Haj Saleh, Syrian Marxist writer 

Yassin al-Haj Saleh has pointed out the connec- 
tion between the Assad regime’s genocide, with the 
world’s non-response to it, and the genocidal tenden- 
cy inherent in the so-called primitive accumulation of 
capital as described by the mature Marx: “It is not in 
concepts like tyranny, despotism or even totalitarian- 
ism that we find an explanatory model for the Assad 
regime. But rather in the concept of colonialism, and 
its most brutal models in particular. Models based 
on genocide as it manifested itself in the New World ’ 
hundreds of years ago and in Russia between the two 
world wars.” 

This analysis covers various neo-Stalinist and 
neo-fascist intellectuals and organizations that have 
lent their support to Assad. But it also covers those 
who simply can’t grasp the concept of revolution it- 
self, the idea that masses in motion toward freedom 
can themselves embody historic reason. 

Saleh further perceives this drive at work among 
the religious nihilists of the IS: “After three years of 


bitter struggle, some ‘rebels’ fighting against the inter- 
nal colonial system internalize its logic and exercise a 
colonial rule whose victims are the same victims of the 
regime and its most radical opposition.” 

This insight illuminates anew a fundamental 
concept of Marx. Just as the early revolutionary 
democratic Marx saw the struggle of actual human 
beings embodied in Hegel’s dialectic of absolute neg- 
ativity, so the ma- 
ture Marx saw the 
absolute contradic- 
tion involved in the 
accumulation of 
capital. The young 
Marx had described 
the ancien regime 
as representing the 
“concealed deficien- 
cy of the modern 
state,” “the thorn 
in the flesh of the 
modern state,” the 
denial of basic free- 
doms embodied by 
revolution. 

In Capital, 
Vol. 1, Marx rather 
showed the per- 
sistence of the so- 
called primitive accumulation of capital, the violent 
dispossession of peasant land, the genocide and slav- 
ery that built Europe and America. Capitalism in 
crisis has its tendency to return to just this violence 
and authoritarianism. It was a much more profound 
critique. When apologists of the bourgeoisie declared 
an end to history, Marx demonstrated that the only 
history left to them was the eternal return of these 
horrors until “the expropriators are expropriated.” 

Syria today is showing the world its own possible 
future. 

REVOLUTIONARY SUBJECTIVITIES 

By no coincidence, Marx’s late writings also de- 
veloped further his early insight that the oppression 
of women shows “the infinite degradation in which 
man exists for himself.” Between the Assad regime’s 
use of rape and the hothouse growth of fundamen- 
talism funded from outside Syria, including by Iran, 
women have been specially targeted by violent coun- 
ter-revolution. The IS has practiced enslavement, 
rape (sometimes in the form of forced marriage) 
and murder (including by stoning). A new low was 
achieved in an arson attack on the Mazaya Women’s 
Center in Kafranbel. 

Syrian women like human rights activist Razan 
Zeitounah have been the most principled of revo- 
lutionaries, without illusions in any of the armed 
groups. Women’s freedom has been the proof that the 
heart of the revolution, its subjectivity, is to be found 
among the civilian masses disregarded by world pow- 
ers. This revolutionary subjectivity has remained in 
opposition to state power maneuverings in principle. 

The Syrian Revolution has pushed thought about 
revolution to a new level. It couldn’t be clearer, now, 
that the movement has to work out what it is for, and 
not only what it is against. Syrians have had to fight 
this out on the ground in countless ways, in opposing 
Assad, and the IS, and all the state powers that pre- 
fer oppression to freedom. They have done this. 

It illustrates Dunayevskaya’s point that “Be- 
cause our hunger for theory arises from the totality 
of the present global crisis, Hegel’s Absolute Meth- 
od becomes irresistible. The fact that even simple 
journalistic analyses reach for ‘absolutes,’ like the 
description of our era as one that is an age both of 
‘revolution in revolution’ and of ‘counter-revolution 
within revolution,’ reflects the objective compulsion 
for a new examination of Hegel’s concept of ‘absolute 
negativity.’” ( Philosophy and Revolution, p. 7) 

It’s very doubtful that there will be any future 
revolution less complex — the rulers will not give up 
power without exhausting every resource. But in be- 
ing the most difficult, and the most painful, of con- 
temporary revolutions, the Syrian Revolution has 
also been the most seriously theoretical. 
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Hundreds of thousands throng People’s Climate March 


New York — Central Park in New York City was filled 
with hundreds of thousands at the People’s Climate 
March on Sept. 21. The common chant was, “What do 
we want? Climate Justice! When do we want it? NOW!” 
Signs called for an end to reliance on nuclear power. 

There were signs and chants against fracking in 
New York State and nationwide, contingents of survi- 
vors of Hurricane Sandy, groups of college students and 
young people marching under their own banners, and 
older people as well. People came from the Midwest and 
the deep South, and as far away as California. One man 
rode his bicycle from Maine to New York for the march. 

Spirits were very high with marching bands and 
people dancing in the streets. There was one minute 
of silence for all the past and future victims of climate 
change. The whole march fell silent and it seemed as 
if the City had as well. News & Letters was received 
favorably by hundreds of people who wanted to know 
more about the Marxist-Humanist position on the en- 
vironment. 

The only substantial disappointment was the deci- 
sion by organizers to steer the march as far away as 
they could from the UN, where the three-day climate 
summit was about to be held. Given the peaceful char- 

Students win at IPN 

Mexico, D.F. — Students at the National Polytechnic 
Institute (IPN), supported by some teachers and work- 
ers, began a general strike calling for cancellation of new 
regulations and new academic programs that IPN had 
presented in September, and the immediate dismissal 
of the director of the Institute, Yoloxochitl Bustamante. 

Students, teachers and workers gathered in a rep- 
resentative organ, the General Politecnico Assembly 
(AGP), to decide actions and the political direction of 
the strike. This assembly, say students, represents an 
authentic democratic effort to administer the univer- 
sity. “We’ve realized schools should be run this way, and 
not just according to the will of the General Director,” 
they said. Here we see the beginning of a new and more 
complete way to practice democracy — and, implicitly, a 
new way of understanding the function of education. 

The AGP criticized all the articles of the new regu- 
lation, making it clear their struggle is against privati- 
zation of education, and for it to have a public and free 
character. We can summarize the new regulations: 

1. Political-administrative centralization. Several 
councils and other consulting organs would be dis- 
missed, so that major decisions can be taken by the 
General Director alone, which is aligned with govern- 
ment policies. New regulations would deny recognition 
to students’ free associations, and make it easier to ex- 
pel students who do not have “good manners” and who 
do not keep “order” within the Institute. 

2. Academic changes. Academic programs, now 
relatively autonomous, would be transformed into “per- 
tinent educational modalities” modified according to 
the criterion of “flexibility.” That is, they would be more 
tied to the contingency of capital and markets than to 
students’ needs. 

3. Economic dimension. We are facing a general 
privatization of public schools, with less and less money 
budgeted each year. Thus they intend to rent space for 
“concessions” to private businesses and propose the “ac- 
quisition of additional resources” by offering research 
and cultural services to the private market. 

The beginning of the Politecnico strike occurred 
on the eve of mass demonstrations commemorating the 
Oct. 2, 1968, student massacre. The strike also coin- 
cided with the social explosion produced by the state- 
instigated attack and the “forced disappearance” of the 
43 normalistas from Ayotzinapa, Guerrero, on Sept. 27 
(see p. 1). In organizing demonstrations and cultural 
performances, students from IPN have shown their 
solidarity with this cause. 

It was in this political context that the government 
tried to give the conflict at IPN a “fast response.” The 
government pushed the dismissal of the director of the 
IPN, accepted the total cancellation of the new internal 
regulations and the new academic programs, and pro- 
posed a series of “bilateral” and “democratic” dialogues 
on the students’ other demands. 

However, the AGP has kept a critical distance and 
has decided to go on with the strike. This is because the 
struggle at the IPN is over the demand for authentic 
educational autonomy, as part of a larger struggle by 
all social subjects for radical transformation of the cur- 
rent economic-political system. 

This system chains the youth to a 67% unemploy- 
ment rate, leaving them at the mercy of the informal 
economy, narco-traffic gangs, prostitution and death. 

The explosion of the IPN strike just before the Oct. 
2 anniversary, as well as its solidarity with the Ayotzi- 
napa students, reveals a longing for universality, for 
going deeper and lower within society in the search for 
other social subjects in order to transform reality. 

The student movement in Politecnico may have 
only a beginning consciousness of this wider revolution- 
ary possibility. Still, it is precisely within this move- 
ment that the possibility of a new world can be seen. 

— Hector M., Nov. 7, 2014. 


acter of the march, there was no reason not to send hun- 
dreds of thousands of people in the direction of the UN. 
The march would have been much more powerful had 
it gone to the UN, in the opinion of a number of people 
I spoke to. Hopefully this will mark the beginning of 
a specifically anti-capitalist environmental movement. 

— Michael Gilbert 

New York — The day before the march, Sept. 20, an 
array of events took place in Lower Manhattan at St. 
John’s University, The Graffiti Church and many oth- 
er venues. The Chicago anti-nuclear group presented 
“Nuclear Power Makes Climate Change Worse and Is 
Stealing Our Energy Future.” Gail Snyder of Nuclear 
Energy Information Service summarized how Exelon is 
buying the votes of Illinois politicians to subsidize fossil 
and nuclear energy and withdraw support from renew- 
able energy projects. An international panel discussed 
“Deadly Connections: Challenging Nuclear Weapons, 


Nuclear Power and Climate Change.” 

The anti-nuclear contingent was one of very few to 
hold a rally. Arjun Makhijani, organizer of the Institute 
for Energy and Environmental Research (IEER.org) 
and author of Carbon-Free and Nuclear-Free: A Road- 
map for U.S. Energy Policy, spoke briefly. His remarks 
reflected scientists’ understanding of what is necessary 
for our country to meet its obligations to the future. 

The Raging Grannies sang two or three pointed 
protest songs and New Yorker Joel Landy sang of the 
Indian Point Nuclear Plant, only 38 miles from the 
heart of the international population center: “If you 
don’t close Indian Point, kiss your ass goodbye.” 

We anti-nukers gathered on Saturday at 72nd 
Street and Central Park West. But the planners did not 
count on a huge stream of participants joining us at 
71st Street. We had to wait an entire hour for them to 
get into the parade stream. It was wonderful! 

— January 
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Michael Brown rally 

Memphis, Tenn. — I went to St. Louis with members 
of Memphis United, the Mid-South Peace and Justice 
Center, and Fast Food Workers for the national dem- 
onstrations Oct. 11-12 over police violence, including 
the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo. One 
of us lost her uncle to police violence. He had called 
the police to get help with crime in his neighborhood. 
However, he was killed by the police. This spearheaded 
the formation of the Civilian Law Enforcement Review 
Board in Memphis. 

I am stoked about the young people in St. Louis 
leading the fight for justice. What is going on is evil, 
and our prayers and actions must be consistent to sup- 
port these youth on the front line. The police have no 
business in riot gear antagonizing people exercising 
their constitutional right to peacefully demonstrate. 
The youth are fighting for us all, so find your way to 
support them in Ferguson as well as people working 
locally on police accountability. 

Back in Memphis on Oct. 22 we held a Stolen Lives 
flash demo. I was emotional as I looked at the names 
of people killed extrajudicially. People who experience 
police brutality sometimes don’t live to talk about it, 
and the ones who do have such mistrust that they some- 
times don’t even report the offending officers. 

A Memphis United member spoke of how his friend 
was killed by an officer who also killed two other peo- 
ple. He said, “None of the accused crimes would have 
been punishable by death.” 

That gave me chills and made me think about how 
racism and classism have tainted law enforcement. We 
have to advocate for tools of accountability to un-tilt the 
imbalance of power. 

On Oct. 22 we joined 89 actions in 72 locations 
around the U.S. for this year’s National Day of Protest. 
There was a national call to end police brutality and 
their use of deadly force. We are expecting accountabil- 
ity for law enforcement to be implemented: a more ef- 
fective Civilian Law Enforcement Review Board; a com- 
plaint process free from intimidation and bias; dash 
and lapel cameras; a less militarized police force with 
more community policing; an end of racial profiling and 
the use of deadly or excessive force. 

We held die-ins for four and a half minutes at six 
locations. Michael Brown lay outside for four and a half 
hours and was shot six times. Names of people who died 
from deadly force were commemorated on sheets. 

We are also concerned that many are getting rich 
off of imprisoned young Black men and women. Prisons 
are not designed for rehabilitation. Prisoners are being 
paid 15 to 17 cents an hour and are expected to pay for 
services, while big corporations make huge profits from 
prison labor. — MarQuita 


YOUTH IN ACTION 


by Michael Gilbert 

Protests began at three Newark, N.J., public high 
schools Sept. 9 to stop the “One Newark” program of 
turning public schools over to charter management, to 
return control of the public schools to the public, and 
to force the resignation of Newark Schools Superin- 
tendent Cami Anderson, who had been appointed by 
Gov. Christie. Three separate rallies joined to march 
through downtown Newark. 

* * * 

Although the ban on student movements affiliat- 
ed with political parties at universities in Egypt was 
deemed illegal, the president of Cairo University dis- 
solved all political student organizations. Many other 
universities complied with the ban. Student Mahmoud 
Jamal asked, “Are there more severe and horrible pro- 
cedures than using live bullets against students and ar- 
resting them, as was the case last year?” 

* * * 

Students and teachers defied a right-wing school 
board in Jefferson County, Colo., imposing a curricu- 
lum designed to promote the free enterprise system 
and discourage “civil disorder, social strife or disre- 
gard of the law.” On Sept. 19 two high schools closed 
after 50 teachers took a day off. Walkouts of as many 
as 700 students at a time followed. “Don’t make history 
a mystery” became a slogan. The Board charged that 
students were pawns of the teachers’ union. One senior 
said, “If they don’t teach us civil disobedience, we will 
teach ourselves.” 

* * * 

In August Dhi Yazan al-Alawi launched the “Street 
Caricatures” campaign in Sana’a, Yemen. Artists 
have painted the writings of Che Guevara, Abdullah 
al-Baradouni, Gandhi and Mahmoud Darwish on the 
walls of Kuwait Hospital, near Change Square. Tam- 
mam al-Shaybani, a youth, recently started the “Open 
Book” campaign with four other painters. Every week 
they choose a wall, and young men and women create 
murals, with the words more important than the image. 
* * * 

On Oct. 8, two days after the Philadelphia School 
Reform Commission (SRC) canceled its teachers’ con- 
tract and voted to require teachers to begin contrib- 
uting to the cost of their health insurance premiums, 
hundreds of high school students went on strike to 
support their teachers. Dozens of students from sev- 
eral schools boycotted classes and held demonstrations 
outside the two magnet schools; 25 students from the 
Franklin Learning Center marched outside district 
headquarters. 




Page 12 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2014 


WORLD* VIEW 


Rousseff wins Brazil’s runoff election 


by Eugene Walker 

Brazil’s President, Dilma Rousseff, barely won a 
runoff election against the conservative free-marketeer 
Aecio Neves. With her election to a second term, the 
Workers’ Party, first under Lula Da Silva and now un- 
der Rousseff, has won its fourth consecutive presiden- 
tial election. 

A WORKERS’ PARTY? 

While Lula’s first election was greeted with great 
hope for a sweeping change in Brazil’s developmentalist 
trajectory, Rousseff s cliffhanger illustrated the grave 
disappointment that much of Brazil’s masses felt re- 
cently. This election was a narrow choice between two 
forms of capitalism — a neoliberal free market versus a 
state-assisted form tending toward state-capitalism. 

A developmentalist capitalism under the tutelage 
of the state — especially from a trade union bureaucracy 
of managers that is the heart of the Workers’ Party, 
in consort with private and especially state-controlled 
companies — has been roaring forward. Brazil is now the 
world’s seventh-largest economy as measured by gross 


domestic product. Increasing agricultural production 
for the world market, rapid exploration and production 
of oil, destructive exploi- 
tation of the Amazonian 
region, have character- 
ized Worker Party ad- 
ministrations. 

FROM ‘DEVELOP- 
MENT,’ IMPERIALISM 
It is true that dur- 
ing Lula’s two terms, 
the poverty rate dropped 
dramatically, as Brazil’s 
economy grew and sig- 
nificant resources were 
used to reduce poverty. 

But this came only in 
concert with an intensifi- 
cation of destructive cap- 
italist development. The 
number of those living in 
extreme poverty has less- 



Millions of Brazilians protested fare increases in 2013. The movement 
expanded to include government corruption, police brutality, and other issues. 


Ayotzinapa: Mexico’s new moment of revolt 


continued from p. 1 

has been held responsible for these deaths. 

Second, the police action in Iguala is part of the 
criminalization of social protest throughout Mexico, 
particularly against the rebellious young. While the 
local officials and drug gangs in the narco-state of 
Guerrero may have been the ones to initiate this despi- 
cable act against the Ayotzinapa students, the deeper 
truth is that all of Mexico has become a criminal state. 
OUTPOURING OF PROTESTS 

The horror of Ayotzinapa has given birth to a new 
moment in Mexico. Outrage has been felt by every sec- 
tion of the population, but most especially among the 
young, the students of all the Normal rural schools. 1 
The normalistas have been joined by students and so- 
cial activists from throughout Mexico. 

In Mexico City, students from all the universities 
and many preparatory schools covered the city with 
protests. Besides three mega-marches, there have been 
hundreds of protests, large and small, in which youth 
from one school or another have taken to the streets to 
leaflet motorists and to the subways to talk to riders, 
and have demonstrated in front of government offices 
with their demands. Student assemblies have been 
held in dozens of departments in a multitude of schools 
to plan activities, to arrange for marches and student 
strikes lasting from 24 to 72 hours, hours in which 
teach-ins and protest activities took place. 

‘DOWN WITH THE POLITICAL STRUCTURE’ 

The demands have grown in important ways. The 
protests, which always demand the return of the Nor- 
mal students, have developed other demands. Where 

1. The Normal schools have historically been one of the crucial 
sources of protest and demands for social justice. Beginning 
in the 1930s, the students of the Normales formed the Fed- 
eration of Student Peasant Socialists of Mexico which played 
a crucial role in administering the schools, including the ad- 
mission of students. The students and their organization have 
historically been among the most militant in the country. In 
the face of these rebel youth, succeeding governments have 
forced the closing of many Normal schools, and have sought to 
strangle the remaining schools with lack of funding. Only the 
militancy of the students, their families and the teachers have 
kept schools open. 


the government points the finger at narco-traffic gangs, 
the students insist that the state is responsible. Where 
the government claims they have locked up those re- 
sponsible for the barbarous acts, students in Mexico 
City and protesters in Guerrero proclaim, “Out with 
Pena Nieto,” the President of Mexico. 

Calls of “down with the entire political structure” 
are being heard; the need for a Constituent Assembly, 
not of parties, but of popular assemblies, to write a 
new Constitution has been raised, as well as calls for 
a national work stoppage and for a general strike of 
workers-peasants-students. At this moment these calls 
are by a minority and much fuller development of social 
protest is needed. But voices are being raised, and a 
rebellious process is in incubation. 

— Eugene Walker, Nov. 10 

Burkinabe revolution 

President Blaise Compaore received a rude awak- 
ening when he attempted to rewrite the Constitution 
of Burkina Faso in order to further extend his 27-year 
rule of this African nation. He first seized power in 
1987, with the murder of former friend Thomas San- 
kara. 

Activist Emile Pargui Pare told the AFP news 
agency: “Oct. 30 is Burkina Faso’s Black Spring, 
like the Arab Spring.” Protesters filled the streets 
of the capital, Ouagadougou, burning govern- 
ment buildings and storming the Parliament and 
presidential palace. The army at first attempted 
to clamp down, firing on the crowds, and then at- 
tempted a coup of their own, which the masses 
have continued to thwart. 

Some are calling this Revolution 2.0, referring back 
to Sankara’s 1983-1987 rule. Sankara was perhaps the 
one African protege of Muammar Qaddafi who took the 
idea of social revolution seriously — the reason he was 
killed by Compaore’s coup, which re-established good 
relations with the former French imperialist rulers and 
televangelist Pat Robertson’s diamond smuggling op- 
eration. Of course, Compaore remained on good terms 
with the loathsome Qaddafi as well. — G.E. 


ened, but this has not significantly changed the gaping 
inequality at the heart of Brazilian society. 

Brazil’s relation with 
its immediate neighbors, 
decades ago spoken of as 
the possibility of a devel- 
oping sub-imperialism, 
has now become a type of 
full-blown imperialism, 
as Brazilian capitalism 
gobbles up resources, 
builds dams for hydro- 
electric power in other 
countries but for its own 
use, and rich Brazilian 
farmers farm in border- 
ing Paraguayan land. 

However, it is at 
home where the rule of 
capital, both private and 
state-directed, is in con- 
trol, and that the contra- 
dictions of the so-called 
progressive Workers’ Party government can be seen. It 
is within Brazil where dissatisfaction and resistance 
are manifest. The massive June 2013 protests in hun- 
dreds of cities against an attempt to raise public trans- 
portation fares was a crucial indicator of dissatisfaction 
with the direction undertaken by those governing. (See 
“Brazil’s Uprising,” July- Aug. 2013 N&L.) The fact that 
Workers’ Party rule almost fell to a neoliberal form of 
capitalism puts into question whether it is any genuine 
alternative to the rule of capital in Brazil. 

Yemen agreement 

Yemen’s Western-backed President, Abd-Rabbu 
Mansour Hadi, announced the long-awaited formation 
of a new, “technocratic” government Nov. 7. The country 
has been in upheaval since the 2012 overthrow of dicta- 
tor Ali Abdullah Saleh. 

The immediate background to the new agreement 
is the changed situation resulting from the occupation 
of large areas of the country by Houthi rebels, includ- 
ing the capital, Sana’a. The Houthi belong to the Zaidi 
sect of Shi’a Islam, which differs from the Iranian ver- 
sion — although some have tried to fit current events in 
Yemen into the regional rivalry between Saudi Arabia 
and Iran, the fit isn’t exact. 

Neither is this a grassroots revolution, as was the 
overthrow of Saleh, a part of the Arab Spring revolts. 
Saleh belongs to the same sect as the Houthi, and has 
been accused of backing them in a bid to return to 
power. Saleh and two leading Houthi commanders have 
been threatened with UN sanctions over this, at the re- 
quest of the U.S. government. Clearly “technocracy” is 
meant to obscure the social fault lines here. 

But the Houthis are also battling al-Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula, which will meet with U.S. approval, 
and the new government has gained some support from 
the people. Feminist blogger Afrah Nasser has point- 
ed to the presence of four women ministers, the most 
ever: newspaper publisher Nadia A1 Sakkaf is Minister 
of Information; human rights advocate Arwa Othman 
is Culture Minister (she had recently received death 
threats from Houthi sectarians); civil rights activist 
Gabool Al-Mutawakel is Social Affairs and Labour Min- 
ister; and women’s advocate Samira Obaid is a Cabinet 
member. — Gerry Emmett 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 


Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an or- 
ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its 
private property form as in the U.S., and in its 
state property form that appeared as the Rus- 
sian Revolution was transformed into its op- 
posite. That retrogression anticipated the next 
stage of development — the age of state-capi- 
talism. We stand for a society of new human 
relations, what Marx called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au- 
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation — activities which signaled 
a new movement from practice that was itself 
a form of theory. News & Letters was created 
so that the voices of revolt could be heard un- 
separated from the articulation of a philosophy 
of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya ( 1 9 1 0- 1 987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit- 
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1 907- 1 983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Jour- 
nal, was editor of the paper from 1 955 to 1 983. 

The articulation of the relationship be- 


tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs- 
kaya’s three major works. 

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until To- 
day (1958), established the American roots of 
Marxism while presenting a comprehensive 
attack on present-day Communism, which 
is a form of state-capitalism. It re-established 
Marxism in its original form as “a thorough- 
going Naturalism or humanism,” while point- 
ing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed 
by the working class. It presented history and 
theory as emanating from the movement from 
practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar- 
tre and from Marx to Mao ( 1 973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it histori- 
cally, caught the link of continuity with the Hu- 
manism of Marx.As against the vanguard party, 
the integration of dialectics and organization 
reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age 
and the passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and 
Marx's Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores 


Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the “new moments” of his last decade. 
Written for our time of revolutions in devel- 
oping countries, the rise of the international 
women’s liberation movement, and global eco- 
nomic crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to 
make real Marx’s “revolution in permanence” 
as the determinant for the relationship of theo- 
ry and practice and as ground for organization. 

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civili- 
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way freedom road between 
the U.S. and Africa. 

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo- 
sophic breakthrough — her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes — and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human- 
ism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de- 
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 


revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 
to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present.The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevs- 
kaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec- 
tion — Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its 
World Development, deposited at Wayne State 
University in Detroit and available to all. 

We aim to continue to develop Marxist- 
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of orga- 
nization rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: “It is our aim... to pro- 
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks 
and other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We do 
not separate mass activities from the activity 
of thinking. Send for a free copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 




